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THE 


^INTRODUCTION. 


*The  following  Sheets  contain  an 
Anfweir  to  the  Celebrated  Letter 
of  the  mighty  CLEOMENES. 


T  is  no  great  Secret  from  what 
Hand  that  Letter  came,  and 
what  Endeavours  were  ufed 
at  its  firft  Appearance  to  make 
it  pafs  for  a  Mafter-piece ;  tho',  fince  the 
Town  has  declared  againft  it,  I  find  thole 
very  People  who  were  once  its  greateft 
Admirers,  are  not  quite  fo  loud  in  their 
Encomiums. 

*  It  is  fo  necefTary  my  Readers  fhould  perufe  This 
before  the  Letter  to  Ckomencs^  that  I  have  ventured  to 
give  it  a  Name  after  the  Manner  of  the  Ancients :  Theo- 
phraftus  calls  the  Difcourfe  before  his  Excellent  Cha- 
raffers,  n^ofyt/oy,  in  Lat'my  Procemittm  $  in  En&lijb) 
7he  Introduction. 

B  I  fliould 


The  INTRODUCTION. 


I  fliould  have  anfwer'd  this 
but  for  feme  particular  Reafofts,  which  it  is 
neither  neceffary  my  Readers  flioiild  know, 
nor  might  be  fafe  for  me  to  tell. 

I  did  not  begin  to  write  till  fome  time 
after  that  Sixpenny  Pamphlet  was  publilh'd 
againft  me,  which  the  King  of  Sparta 
thought  fit  to  mention  in  his  own  Royal 
Epiftle  ;  and  was  pleafed  to  intimate,  wou'd 
be  a  full  Reply  to  my  Letter  to  the  Crafts- 
man* Upon  this  Intimation  I  rdblved  to 
receive  my  Enemies  whole  Fire,  and  to 
hear  all  they  could  fay,  that  I  might  at 
once  give  an  Anfwer  to  whatever  fhould 
deferve  one. 

At  laft  this  Pamphlet  came  out,  which 
was  Advertifed  about  fix  MTeeks  before  it 
was  publijhed  :  I  am  told,  that,  upon  Second 
fhwgbtS)  it  was  withdrawn  after  it  was  firft 
fent  to  the  Prefs,  in  order  to  make  fome 
necejfary  Alterations.  The  Author  fub- 
fcribes  himfelf  R.  M  and  appears  to  be  fo 
very  warm  in  the  Caufe  he  undertakes,  that 
from  henccy  and  the  two  Letters  R.  M. 

which 
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which  he  has  printed  as  the  Initial  Letters 
of  his  proper  Name,  one  would  almoft 
fuipeft  him  to  be  a  well-known  Gentleman, 
of  whole  Labours  and  Zeal  for  the  Interejt 
of  a  certain  noble  Per/on,  the  Journals  of 
the  Britifb  Houie  of  Commons  are  Hand- 
ing and  undeniable  Evidences.  The  Stile 
of  this  Pamphlet  is  not  extreamly  fallimey 
tho*  it  muli  be  confefled,  that  in  many 
Places  it  is  hardly  intelligible.  Whatever 
it  aflerts  as  Matter  of  Faff,  is,  generally 
fpeaking,  direftly  falfe.  The  Author's  prin- 
cipal Dej}jrny  if  I  guefs  right,  was  to  pro- 
voke me  by  thefe  falfe  Jtffertions  (added 
to  the  moft  abufive  'Language  and  cruel  In- 
fults,  upon  my  being  under  Confinement)  to 
fay  fbmething  in  Anfwer  to  him,  which 
might  be  laid  hold  of  by  my  Adverfaries  j 
with  whole  tender  Mercies  I  am  already  too 
well  acquainted,  to  entertain  the  leaft  Doubt 
about  their  applying  to  the  Secular  ^4rm^ 
and  making  a  full  Ufe  of  any  fuch  Advan*  . 
tage.  Tho',  as  foon  as  I  faw  this  Pamphlet, 
I  refolved  never  to  give  it  ^  formal  Anfwer y 
I  ftiall  quote  enough  of  it  to  convince  my 
Readers  that  I  have  not  mifreprefented 
Mr.  R.  M.  the  worthy  Authon 

B  a  In 
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Iii  my  Letter  to  the  Craftfman,  I  affirm^ 
"  That,  *  In  more  than  onejfaftance,  I  have 
"  been  treated  with  greater  Severity  than 
"  ever  any  Englilhman  was  before  in  the 
"  like  Circumftances. 

I  afterwards  add  : 

a  As  I  never  loved  general  Aflertions, 
<c  I  am  here  ftrongly  tempted  to  defeend  to 
c<  Particulars  ;  but  when  Iconfider  my  prefent 
<c  Situation,  1 am  In  great  Doubt ,  whether ', 
cc  with  any  tolerable  .Affurance  of  Impunity , 
"  /  might  venture  to  mention  even  the  mojt 
"  plain,  the  mojl  notorious,  and  undeniable 
«  Fads.  '  ^ 

From  thefe  Words  Mr.  JR..  M.  takes  Oc- 
calion  to  fall  upon  me  in  the  following 
Manner. 

"  Does  it  well  conjifl  or  agree  with  fach 
"  daring  Declarations^  fuchjturdy  Defiances 
"  as  you  have  made,  that  you  would  give  up 
"  your  Life  in  this  Caufey  if  you  failed  in  the 
"  Proof:  Ifay,  does  it  correfpond  with  fuch 

*  See  Page  the  pd  in  the  Seventh  Edition  of  the 
Letter  to  the  Craftfman. 

"  feemitig 
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u  feemivg  Intrepidity ,  to  make  this  fneafcing, 
"  this  ftmffling  Prevarication  'in  the  Clofe, 
"  that,  in  your  prefent  Situation,  you  are  in 
"  feme  Doubt)  whet  her  y  with  any  tolerable 
"  Affurance  °f  Impunity ',  you  may  venture 
a  to  mention^  even  the  mojl  plain,  the  mo  ft 

"  notorious  and  undeniable  Fafts? • 

"  Tou  have  at  leafr  one  Security ',  that  Fines 
"  and  Imprifonment  cannot  fojjibly  affeft 
"  yott)  for  you  are  in  Confinement  already. 
"  WhaP  is  it  then  you  have  to  fear  ?     It  is 
4  e  not  High-  fieafon  to  frove  the  T'ruth  againjl 
"  Sir  R.  W.     Even  Scandalum  Magnatum 
"  cannot  be  your  terror.     You  are  Lodg'd. 
a  Ton  are  already  beyond  its  Reach.     Nowy 
"  therefor  e^Jince  neither  your  Life  or  Liber- 
<c  ty>  your  ^*an(is  or  ^°ods,  can  any  Ways 
"  fHffer->  fy  your  Opfojition  to  this  great  and 
41  honourable  Per/on,  mighty  and  powerful 
"  we  allow  him  to  be  ;    What  have  you  to 
"  fear  ?     What  is  it  you  are  any  ways  alarm*  d 
u  at  ?  for  Providence  hath  happily  indem- 
"  nified  your  Ears  by  abolishing  the  Court  of 
<c  Star-Chamber ;  a  Rlejfing  that  ought  to  be 
u  acknowledged.     It  is  a  poor  and  wretched 
"  Artifice,  that  you  can  have  any  Punifb- 
"  m$nt  to  fear. 

B  3  To 
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To  all  thcfe  Infults  and  hard  Words,  I 
ftiall  only  return  the  Gentleman,  from  whom 
I  receive  them,  this  flain  Anjwer. 

I  confefs,  my  prefent  Condition  js  wretched 
enough  ;  tho'  perhaps  it  is  not  yet  fo  bad, 
but  tha^:  there  is  a  Poffibility  of  its  becoming 
ftill  worfe.  I  doubt  a  little  even  of  the 
Truth  of  that  Proportion  which  this  inge- 
nious Writer  lays  down,  and  fo  plainly  de- 
tyonft rates,  (viz.)  That  Fines  cannot  fojfibly 
ajfeft  me,  becaufe  lam  in  Confinement  already: 
Neither  am  I  fully  fatisfied,  of  what  this 
worthy  Author  farther  aflerts,  that  my  Life 
is  in  no  manner  of  Danger  j  from  the  fame 
Reajon,  (viz.)  only  becaufe  lam  in  Confine- 
ment already  \  Having  read  fomewhere  of 
an  unhafpy  Gentleman,  one  Sir  ^Thomas  Over- 
bury,  who  was  brought  into  Confinement  by 
the  Contrivances  of  a  *  great  Man,  and  a 

great 

*  This  great  Man,  and  great  Minifler^  was  Mr.  Robert 
Car,  who,  from  a  private  Gentleman  of  no  great  Parts 
or  Birth  (fays  Echard)  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Garter ', 
and  well  known  afterwards  by  the  Tide  of  Sir  Robert 
Car :  He  was  at  laft  created  Earl  of  Somerfet  by  King 
James  the  Firft,  in  whofe  Reign  he  was  frft  Minifler^ 
and  chief  Favourite.  The  Story  of  Overbury  has  fome 
Particulars  in  it  fo  curious,  that,  I  believe,  fuch  of  my 

Readers, 
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great  Minifter  ;  for  no  other  Reafon,  but 
that  he  might  afterwards  be  difpatch'd  into 
another  JVorld,  with  the  leis  Noife  and 
Obfervation.  In  a  Word,  I  have  had  fome 
little 

Readers,  as  are  not  already  acquainted  with  it,  will  be 
glad  to  know  it.  Mr.  Thomas  Overbury  was  a  Man  of 
Senfe,  and  a  Scholar.  He  had  applied  himfelf  for  fome 
time  to  the  Study  of  the  Law,  in  which  he  made  a  con- 
fiderable  Progrefs,  but  at  laft  unfortunately  left  the  Tem- 
ple, in  Hopes  of  getting  Preferment  at  Court.  Here 
he  foon  became  acquainted  with  Sir  Robert  Car.  This 
great  Favourite,  upon  the  Death  of  that  famous  Statefman, 
the  Earl  of  Salisbury,  (fays  Echard)  affirmed  the  'whole 
Administration  of  the  Government,  and  took  the  Liberty 
to  receive  Packets,  and  diffatch  Anfwers  without  the 
Knowledge  of  the  King  or  Council.  Overbury  wasy#- 
mous  for  having  ^fine  Pen  ;  and  we  have  ftill  a  Poem  of 
this  unhappy  Gentleman's,  which  is  full  of  Wit  and  true 
Satyr.  Somerfet,  upon  feveral  Occafions,  had  made  ufc 
of  his  Advice,  and  his  Pen-)  and  had  found  both  fo  fer^- 
viceable,  that  he  had  often  made  him  the  ftrongeft  Pro- 
feflions  of  Gratitude  and  Friendfbip.  Poor  Overbury, 
who  was  now  knighted,  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  a6t 
in  all  Refpe&s  like  a  real  and  fincere  Friend,  and  to 
confult  the  Good  of  his  Patron.  Accordingly,  he 
took  the  Liberty  to  fpeak  his  Sentiments  to  the  Mini- 
Her,  in  relation  to  his  Conduit,  in  a  certain  fcandalous 
Affair^  which  Overbury  plainly  told  him  would  prove, 
his  Ruin.  Somerfet,  whofe  Head  was  now  turned  with 
Pride  and  Power,  could  not  forgive  this  Freedom  in  his 
Friend,  but  refolved  to  take  away  his  Life  by  Poifon ;  in 
order  to  efFecl:  this  with  the  more  Secrecy,  he  contrived 
to  get  him  imprifoned  in  the  Tower.  There  is  a  Letter 
of  Qverbur/s  ftill  extant,  in  which  he  upbraids  Somerfet 
in  the  moft  lively  Terms,  with  his  Cruelty  and  Ingrati- 
tude :  And  this  very  Letter  is  thought,  by  moft  People, 
to  have  haftened  his  Fate.  When  the  uncommon 
Strength  of  this  poor  Gentleman  s  Conftitution  had  ftrug- 
gled  for  above  four  Months  together  with  all  the  Poi- 
B  4  for* 
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little  Experience  of  my  Enemies  Mercy 
and  good  Nature^  and  ntuft  therefore  beg 
this  Gentleman's  Pardon,  if  I  ftill  ufe  the 
fame  Caution  I  did  in  my  Letter  to  the  < 

Craftfman. 

fons  which  had  been  given  him  at  feveral  Times  by 
Somerfefs  Direction,  he  dy'd  at  laft  under  unheard-of 
Pains.  An^  now  (fays  Echard)  the  Earl  of  Somerfet, 
like  a  mighty  Colofs,  food  the  Fury  of  all  the  Tempefls 
raijed  againft  him  ',  making  thofe  who  carrfd  the  greateft 
Sail)  to  frike,  and  come  under  him',  nor  would  fuffer  any 
Place  in  Court)  or  Dignity  in  State,  to  be  conferred  on 
any->  which  was  not  Cweeten'd  with  his  Smile  that  gave 
it,  or  their  Bounty  that  enjofdit.  This  Pride  and  Ava- 
rice joined  to  his  other  Mi 'J carriages,  caused  fuch  a  Num- 
ber of  Under  miners,  that  he  foon  found  he  had  but  a  tot- 
tering Foundation,  with  no  other  Support  but  the  Kings 
"Favour,  which,  by  "Providence  and  inferior  Accidents,  was 
gradually  removed',  making  a  Way  towards  the  Vengeance 
due  to  the  Blood  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury.  The  barba- 
rous Murder  of  this  innocent  unfortunate  Gentleman, 
which  had  been  privately  whifper'd  for  fome  time,  began 
at  hit,  to  be  loudly  talked  of.  All  who  heard  the  Story, 
were  ftruck  with  Horror  :  King  James,  to  convince 
his  Subjects  how  impartially  he  was  refolved  throughout 
his  whole  Reign  to  adminifter  Jufice,  and  that  he  would 
never  tolerate  either  Murder  or  Qpprejfion  in  his  frfl  Mi- 
nificrs,  fent  for  all  the  Judges  to  come  to  him  at  Theo- 
balds:  The  Judges  waited  upon  him  accordingly,  when 
his  Majefty  kneeling  down  in  the  midft  of  a  Circle  of 
Court  Lords  and  Gentlemen,  after  having  conjured  his 
Judges  in  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  to  examine  into 
the  Bottom  of  Overburfs  Affair,  without  Favour,  Af- 
fettion,  or  'Partiality,  he  added  (fays  Sir  Anthony  Weldon) 
thefe  very  remarkable  Words  :  And  if  you  fi  all  ft  are 
any  of  this  Crime,  God's  Curfe  light  on  you  and  your  Po- 
ferity:  And  if  I  ff  are  any  that  are  found  Guilty,  may 
God's  eternal  Curfe  light  on  me  and  my  Poferity.  The 
Judges  having  received  fo  ftrift  a  Charge,  and  fuch  full 
Encouragement,  fell  roundly  to  their  Bufmcfs,  without 

fearing 
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Craftfmcin.  I  do,  however,  make  Mr. 
R.  M.  this  fair  Offer ;  If  he  will  procure 
me  any  tolerable  Aflhrance  of  writing  with 
Impunity  (and  by  his  own  Confejfion^  he 

is 

fearing  the  Frowns  of  a  Minifter  whom  they  now  fu- 
fpected  to  be  declining.     One  Richard  Wefon  was  the  firft 
Man  who  was  convicted  and  executed,  for  being  an 
Inftrument  Somerfet  had  made  ufe  of  to  murder  Qver- 
bitry :  Wefon  made  a  very  full  Confeffion  of  the  whole 
Fact ',  and  Hollis,  Wentworth,  and  Lumfden  were  fined 
and  imprifoned,  for  having  offered  him  a  vaft  Bribe,  and 
ftrongly  tempted   him   to    prevaricate.      Mrs.  Turner, 
James  Franklin,  and  Sir  Jervafe  Ellways,  Lieutenant 
of  the  Tower,  three  more   of  Somerfefs  Inftruments, 
were  foon  after  convicted  and  executed ',  who  all  like- 
wife  confeffed  the  Fad  for  which  they  fuffered.     At 
the  Tryal  of  Sir  Jervafe  Ell-ways,  it  plainly  appear'd  by 
Letters  under  the  Earl  of  Northampton^  own  Hand,  that 
he  likewife  had  been  an  Actor  in  Overbur/s  Tragedy ', 
and  the  World  was  amazed  to  find,  that  a  Nobleman, 
who  was  Mafter  of  a  vaft  Fortune,  fliould  engage  him- 
felf  in  fo  Low  and  Execrable  a  Piece  of  Villainy,  only 
to  make  his  Court  to  a  frfl  Minifler.     Northampton 
was  dead  at  this  Time,  and  (having  built  that  Noble 
Palace  near  Charing-Crofs,  now  called  Northumberland- 
Houfe,  and  always  kept  an  open  and  a  plentiful  Table) 
had  left  a  tolerable  Character  behind  him.     But  nows 
(fays  E chard)    Fame  loaded  his   Memory  with  all  the 
Blacknefs  that  Infamy  and  Odium  could  produce.     Somer- 
fet, tho'  every  Body  knew  he  was  the  Primary  Murderer, 
found  Means  to  defer  his  Tryal  till  the  Year  following : 
So  effectually  will  Power  and  Money  fcreen  the  moil: 
evident  Guilt.     At  laft,  when  the  Cries  of  the  whole 
Nation  grew  too  loud  to  be  flopped,  and  every  Body 
openly  compkin'd,  that  tho'  fome  of  his  Inftruments 
had  received  their  juft  Reward,  yet  the  Man  who  fee 
them  at  Work,  was  ftill  unpunifhed-j  he  and  his  Wife 
were  brought  to  their  Tryals :   They  were  both  foon 
convicted:   The  Countefs,  who  was  generally  thought 

the 
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is  acquainted  with  the  ^Powerful  and  the 
Mighty)  I  am  ready  to  open  fuch  a  Scene, 
as  poffibly  every  honeft  Englifhman  may 
ft  art  ^i  the  Sight  of;  But  if  Mr.  R,  M.  will 
give  me  no  fuch  Affurance,  the  Publicfc 
will  pleafe  to  judge  whether  his  Manner  of 
treating  me  upon  this  Head,  is  altogether 
confiftent  with  Candour  and  Generofity.  I 
confefs,  his  mentioning  the  Star-Cbamber 
with  fome  fort  of  Concern,  that  fo  infamous 
and  tyrannical  a  Court  was  ever  abolifh'd, 
does  not  mightily  tempt  me  to  fay  every 

the  fineft  Woman  in  England,  gave  her  Peers  no  Trou- 
ble, but  with  a  Shower  of  Tears  pleaded  Guilty ;  and 
rather  chofe  to  confefs  the  Fadt,  than  have  fuch  Parti- 
culars proved  upon  her  by  the  Evidence,  as  muft  have 
made  her  Soul  appear  a  moft  unworthy  Tenant  of  fb 
beautiful  a  Body.  King  James ,  tho'  fo  many  Perfons 
had  been  already  executed,  who  were  only  the  Inftru- 
ments  of  his  Minifter's  Wicke^nefs;  and  notwithftanding 
his  own  moft  folemn  Execration  before-mentioned,  not 
only  pardon'd  Somerfet,  but,  tho'  he  removed  him  from 
Court,  gave  him  an  Eftate  of  4000  /.  per  Ann.  in  Land  ^ 
before  which  this  wicked  and  ivorthlefs  Man  had  (accord- 
ing to  Rapin)  by  feveral  fcandalous  Jobbs^  in  five  Tears 
Time,  got  an  Eftate  of  19,000  /.  per  Ann.  in  Land>  and 
200,000  /.  in  Money  j  a  vaft  Sum  at  that  Time,  tho' 
but  a  meer  Trifle  to  what  we  have  known  a  firft  Mini^ 
fter  get  fnce  thofe  Days.  James  the  Firft  was  moft  fe*- 
verely  cenfured  for  this  notorious  Partiality  towards  his 
Minifter ;  and  fome  Writers  think,  that  all  thofe  Calamities 
which  foon  after  befelhimfelf  and  his  unfortunate  Pofte- 
rtty,  were  owing  to  his  letting  Somerfet  efcape  unpunifhed : 
And,  that  by  this  Aft  of  Injuftice,  he  drew  down  upon 
hhnfelf  and  his  Children^  that  Vengeance  which  the  cruel 
S*fftrt*&  of  poor  Overbury  feemed  fo  loudly  to  call  for. 

thing 
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* 

thing  I  could,  however  kindly  Mr.  R.  M. 
is  pleafed  to  invite  me  to  it.  The  Groans 
of  a  whole  Nation,  added  to  the  particular 
Sufferings  of  her  brave/}  Patriot j,  fpofce  at 
laft  fo  loud,  as  fired  an  Englifh  Parliament, 
and  made  them  deftroy  the  very  Being  of 
that  infamous  Court  laft  mentioned :  But 
notwithftanding  that  Court  is  abolifh'd, 
yet,  as  Mr.  R.  M.  has  very  rightly,  though 
perhaps  a  little  unwarily,  obferved,  in  an- 
other Part  of  his  Pamphlet ;  7he  LAW,  by 
the  LITTLE  TRICKS  OF  THE  LONG  ROBE,  has 
beenfometimes  MADE  to  Cenjurefuch  Writings 
as  could  not  properly  be  termd  LIBELLOUS  ; 
I  do  intirely  agree  with  Mr.  R.  M.  in  this 
his  Obfervation,  which  I  ^m,  afraid  is  al- 
moft  the  only  juft  one  in  his  whole  Book. 

I  ihall  lay  before  my  Readers,  an  In- 
ftance  or  two  of  Mr.  R.  M's  reducing  a 
Controverjy  to  one  Jingle  Point :  Of  his  ar- 
guing after  the  Socratical  Manner^  or  by 
way  of  Ghiejtion  :  Of  his  Method  of  vindi- 
cating his  Friends  from  thofe  unjuft  j4fper- 
Jlons  which  have  been  laid  upon  them  :  Of 
the  Juftice  of  his  perfonal  Reflexions ;  of 
the  fruth  of  his  Faffs)  and  his  happy  falent 
*t  Panegyrick.- 

Nothing 
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«  Nothing  (fays  Mr.  R.M.  to  me)  can  be 
«  a  more  heinous  Iniquity,  a  more  aggra- 
«  vated  Wickednefs,  than  an  Attempt  upon 
"  your  Life,  a  Combination  with  a  Creditor 
«  to  imprifon,  and  with  a  Gaoler  to  murder 
"  you.  Make  this  appear  to  the  Satisfaction 
"  of  Mankind,  we  will  believe  all  the  reft, 
"  the  worft  things  you  can  fay  againft  Sir 
"  R.  W.  But  in  order  to  make  it  appear, 
"  /hew  us  likewife,  That  he  influenced  your 
"  Bail  to  furrender  you. 

I  do  moft  readily  aflent  to  Mr.  R.  M's 
AfTertion  in  his^Jr/?  Period:  I  am  infinitely 
obliged  to  him  for  his  gracious  Promife  in 
his fecond  Period:  But,  alas!  the  Command 
which  he  lays  upon  me  in  his  third  Period 
(which  if  I  do  not  obey,  I  am  not,  it  feems, 
entitled  to  any  of  his  Favours)  has  fpoilt 
all.  But  in  order  to  make  this  appear,  Jbew 
us  (fays  Mr.  R.  M.)  that  Sir  R.  W.  /#- 
fluenced  your  Bail  to  furrender  you.  I  muft 
own  I  cannot  help  thinking  this  Order  a 
little  fevere,  becaufe  in  my  Letter  to  the 
Craftfman  which  Mr.  R.  M.  pretends  he  is 
anfwering,  I  do  exprefly  declare,  that  my 

Bail 
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Bail  never  did  fur  render  me  ;  but  that  I  for* 
rendered  myfelf  to  the  Fleet  ^  tofave  my  Bail 
from  paying  a  pretended  Debt,  for  which  I 
was  unjujlly  fued.  t 

Mr.   R.  M.   frequently  argues    in  the 
Socratical  Manner,    that    is,    by    way    of 
Ghieftion  :  Speaking  of  me  and  my  Charge 
againft  SirR.W. 

«  What  (fays  Mr.  R.  M.)  are  ibis  Touclo* 
"  ers?  Where  are  his  Evidences  ?  Howjball 
"  we  confront  or  crofs-examme  them  ?  ^4nd 
"  will  a  Man  dare  to  makefuch  an  Attack 
"  ufon  the  Fame  of  a  Minifter,  without  the 
<c  lea  ft  Intention  tojuftify  the  Charge  ?  Will 
<c  he  look  to  Heaven  and  fray  for  Mercy  ? 
"  Will  he  turn  to  Men  and  fue  for  Qity  ? 
"  whilft  he  proceeds  in  fitch  Wickednels, 
"  Malice  ^Falfhood. 

I  confefs  this  Groufe  of  Queftions,  Ib 
happily  flung  together,  fliews  a  very  fertile 
Genius,  and  perhaps,  this  is  the  beft 
Method  of  Confounding  an  Adverfary  :  I 
have  heard,  That  when  a  certain  Sort  of 
Man  turns  Diffutant^  he  has  been  known 

lo 
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to  ask  more  Qtieftions  in  an  Hour,  than  a 
wife  Man  could  anfwer  in  a  Fortnight  ;  and 
perhaps  this  very  Confideration  made  the 
wife/1  of  Men  fometimgs  give  no  other  An- 
fwer to  one  Jgueftiotiy  than  by  asking  an- 
other. I  fliall  for  once,  prefume  to  follow 
lb  great  an  Example,  and  ftiall  anfwer  all  the 
Queries  of  Mr.  R.  M.,  or  Mr.  Jtfhat-d'ye- 
call-him  (as  *  Mr.  Scrubb  humoroufly  calls 
him)  with  this  fijigle  Queftion,  viz.  If  all 
my  Vouchers  are  prepared,  if  my  Evidences 
are  ready  to  appear  ',  and  are  even  willing  to 
fubmit  to  be  Confronted  and  Crofs-examined 
by  Mr.  What-d'ye-call-him^  Where  and 
When  are  we  to  wait  upon  him  ? 

"  If  (fays  Mr.  R  .  M-.  to  me)  you  do  not 
"  prove  this  great,  this  grievous  Opprejfion, 
"  Pray  what  fhall  we  fay  of  you  ?  who 
"  alarm  the  World,  with  what  you  dare  not 
"  bring  to  the  Tejt  of  Enquiry,  and  which  you 
44  are  afraid  Jhould  be  examined,  thoy  under 
"  the  View  of  a  mo  ft  impartial  and  indulgent 
*  the  Prince  of  whom  wefpeak  ? 


c  A  Gentleman  who  has  wrote  an  humourous 
Pamphlet  in  Mr.  BudgeWs  Defence,  and  in  Anfwer  to 
Mr.  R.  M.  was  pleafed  to  fubfcribe  himfelf  TZmot&y 
Scrubb. 

If 


The  INTRODUCTION.          15 

If  nothing  in  my  Behaviour  has  yet 
ftiewn,  that  I  have  aflerted  what  J  dare  not 
bring  to  the  fejt  of  Enquiry ,  or  that  I  am 
afraid  of  being  examined  by  that  excellent 
Prince,  who,  I  believe  as  firmly  as  this 
Author  can,  would  be  a  mofl  impartial  and 
indulgent  Judge ;  I  fay,  If  nothing  in  my 
Behaviour  has  yet  fhewn,  that  I  am  afraid 
of  being  Examined  by  that  jujl  and  good 
Prince,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  I  think 
I  need  not  give  any  manner  of  Anfwer  to 
Mr.  R.  M's  fatyrical  Query,  in  his  Para- 
graph laft  quoted,  viz.  Pray  whatjhatt  we 
fay  of  Tou  ? 

I  mall  give  my  Readers  one  more  In- 
ftance  of  Mr.  R.  Afs  great  Judgment  in 
asking  QueJUons. 

"  Tou  fay  (fays  Mr.  R.  M.  to  me)  you 
"  'was  once  Sir  R>  W'j  Friend,  when  he  was 
"  Jtrugglwg  with  a  very  great,  and  a  very 
a  able  Man  :  I  fappofe  you  mean  a  noble 
"  Early  Minifter  in  the  laft  Reign,  who  has 
"  hngjince  been  with  his  Fathers.  But,  do 
"  you  remember  in  all  this  Struggle,  that 
<c  this  Honourable  Perfon  ever  libelPd  the 

"  Great 
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"  Great  Man  we  ipeak  of?  or  ever  abus'd 
«  him  to  his  Royal  Matter  ?  or  to  thePub- 
"  lick  ?  with  general  Accusations,  unfup- 
«  ported  Improbabilities,  dark  Hints,  or 
"  random  Infinuations  ?  No,  &>,  be  had 
"  the  Qkafure  /0fupprefs  all  fuch  Attempts 
"  of  Ms  Nature,  as  were  offered  to  his 
"  Approbation,  and  never  made  his  Appeals 
"  to  the  Populace  againft  that  Miniffer,  on 
"  any  Account^  but  in  Defence  of  his  own 
"  Reputation. 

I  could  give  Mr.  R.  M.  a  very  particu- 
lar Anfwer  to  each  of  his  Ghiejtwns  in  this 
Paragraph  ;  but  at  prefent,  for  certain 
Reafons,  I  fliall  only  tell  him,  that  I  am 
bis  moft  Obedient  and  mojt  Humble  Servant. 

Mr.  R.  M.  is  extreamly  happy  in  his  Vin- 
dications of  his  Fellow-labourer,  the  St. 
James's  Evening  PoJI,  and  of  Sir  R. 


St.  James  s  Evening  PoJ} 
<c  Mr.  R.  M.)  took  the  Liberty  to  fay  you 
*  was  fafely  conduced  from  Court  y  Home  to 
?  your  Family. 

The 
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The  St.  James's  Pofl  did,  indeed,  take 
this  Liberty,  and  in  anfvver  to  him,  I  took 
the  Liberty  to  fay,  That  he  had  publiih'd 
to  the  World  a  moft  Jhameful  Fal/hood,  for 
which  there  was  not  even  the  lea/}  Founda- 
tion. That  I  humbly  conceived  this  Falfe- 
hood  was  a  high  Reflection  upon  the  King 
himfelf,  flnce  all  good  Princes  have  ever 
lent  a  gracious  Ear  to  the  Complaints  of 
their  Subjects,  more  efpecially  againft  their 
own  MinifterS)  who  are,  generally  fpeaking, 
too  powerful  to  be  check'd  by  any  but 
their  Majter  :  That  His  Majefty  was  pleased 
to  hear  what  I  faid  to  him,  with  that  Good- 
nefs  and  Condefcention,  which  are  never 
wanting  in  a  generous  Breajl\>  but  that  any 
body  would  imagine,  by  the  Account  given 
in  the  St.  "James's  Evening  Qoft^  that  I  had 
been  fent  Home  with  a  File  of  Musketeers^ 
or,  at  leaft,  in  Cuftody  of  the  Yeomen  of 
the  Guard. 

Let  us  now  fee,  in  what  Manner  Mr. 

R.  M.  vindicates    his  Aflbciate,    the   St. 

James's  Evening    Poft,    from    my   unjujt 

C  dew- 
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Jccufation.     He  addrefles  himfelf  to   me 
in  the  following  Words. 

'^jpv* 

"  Who  would  inter  fret  it  as  you  do?  that 
"  you  wasfent  Home  by  a  File  ofMuJqueteersy 
a  or  at  leajl  by  the  Teomen  of  the  Guard? 
«  Noy  6V>,  all  that  know  your  frefent  Con- 
"  finement^  and  the  Circumflances  of  Jo  im- 
"  fortant  aPerfon,  can  be  no  Secret  with  the 
"  tpablick:  AU^  I  fay,  imagined,  as  well 
"  they  might,  that  the  Officer  attending 
<c  your  Perfbn,  enlarged  by  a  Day-RuleJafely 
"  conduced  you  Home  to  your  Quarters,  the 
"  Rules  of  the  Fleet-Prifon. 

tpir» 

Though  I  do  not  take  Mr.  R.  M.  to  be 
a  very  knowing  Perfon,  yet  1  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  in  this  Place  he  is  pleafed  to 
make  himfelf  much  more  ignorant  than  he 
really  is,  in  order  to  bring  off  his  Friend 
and  Jlly>  the  St.  James's  Pop.  There  is 
fcarce  a  Porter  in  Town,  who  does  not 
know,  that  thofe  unhappy  Gentlemen,  who 
are  indulged  with  the  Liberties  of  the 
Rules  of  the  Fleet ,  are  only  Prifoners 
tipontParok^  that  they  are  never  attended 
by  any  Officer ',  either  while  they  are  within 

the 
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the  Rules,  or  when,  by  virtue  of  a  Day- 
Rule,  they  go  out  of  them.  If  they  could 
refolve  to  forfeit  their  Honour  to  their 
Batly  or  the  Warden^  it  is  in  their  Power  to 
make  their  Efcape  every  Day  of  their 
Lives,  and  to  become  as  free  as  Mr.  R.  M. 
himfelf  is  at  this  prefent  writing.  Their 
own  Honour  is  the  only  Officer  that  attends 
them^  and  fafely  conducts  them  Home  to 
their  Quarters,  the  Rules  of  the  Fleet  Prifon. 
It  is  certain,  that  to  Men  of  Honour,  this 
fame  Honour  is  the  moft  inexorable  Gaoler 
upon  Earth,  and  was  never  yet  known 
to  let  one  of  them  efcape  from  him  :  It 
was  he  that  forced  Regulus  *  to  return 

from 


*  Attilius  Regulus  was  Conful  of  Rome  in  the  firfl 
Punick  War.  After  having  obtain'd  feveral  Victories, 
he  at  laft  befieged  Carthage  itfelf :  The  Carthaginians, 
in  this  Extremity,  deiired  Aid  from  the  Lacedemonians, 
who  fent  Xantippus  to  their  Affiftance.  Regutus,  en- 
gaging in  a  Plain,  and  his  Cavalry  being  inferior  to  the 
Spartan  General's,  was  defeated  and  taken  Priibner. 
When  he  had  lain  in  a  Dungeon  fome  Years,  the  Car- 
•thaginians  fent  him  to  Romey  (ftill  a  Prifoner  upon  Pa- 
jole)  to  perfuade  the  Senate  to  agree  to  a  Peace,  or  at 
leaft  to  an  Exchange  of  Prijoners.  The  Roman  Senate 
was  well  enough  inclined  to  either,  and  pleafed  with 
the  Thought  of  recovering  a  Citizen  of  fo  much  Merit 
as  Regvlvr.  Senatut  nip  ipje  Auftor  fuijfety  captivi  pro* 
C  2  etfe 
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from  Rome  to  Carthage,  though  the  un- 
happy Prifoner  very  well  knew  the  Treat- 
ment he  was  to  exped  the*e.  Some  Sort  of 
People  will,  indeed,  run  away  from  this 
Keeper;  but  fuch  are  very  feldom  com- 
mitted to  his  Cuftody :  Since  the  greateft 
Men  have  met  with  Misfortunes,  and  it  is 
not  abfolutely  impoflible  that  Mr.  R.  M. 
before  he  dies,  may  be  better  acquainted 
with  the  Fleet  tyri/on  than  he  pretends  to 
be  at  prefent,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  him  as 
a  Friend,  that  I  find  the  Warden  of  the 

Fleet 


fecJo  Pcsnis  redditi  ejjent  $  incolumis  in  1? atria  Regulus  re- 
fitijfet)  Cic.  The  only  Obflacle  to  their  agreeing  with 
the  Carthaginians->  was  Regulus  himfelf ,  who  preferring 
the  Honour  and  Welfare  of  his  Country  to  his  own  Safety^ 
made  it  appear,  with  an  irreiiftable  Eloquence  in  the 
Senate-Houfe,  That  the  Romans  neither  ought  to  make 
Peace^  nor  agree  to  an  Exchange  of  Prifovers.  When 
he  had  obliged  the  Senate  to  come  into  thefe  Sentiments, 
thoj  he  well  knew  what  he  muft  expedt  at  Carthage,  he 
returned  thither  in  Spite  of  all  the  Perfuaiions  of  his 
weeping  Friends,  and  was  put  to  Death  by  the  Cart  ha- 
ginianS)  with  the  moft  exquifite  Tortures.  Regulum 
palpebris  refeffis,  Machina^  in  qua  undifr  fraacuti flimuli 
eminebant)  tnclufum>  'vigilantia,  fariter  <&  continue  tracJu 
dolorit  necaverunt,  Valer.  Maxim.  This  Story  gave 
Occafion  to  one  of  the  fineft  Odes  in  all  Horace  : 
Which  begins, 

Cvb 
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Fleet  Prifon  is  (as  it  behoves  him  to  be) 
very  Cautious  whom  he  trufts,  and  that 
fliould  a  Man  be  committed  to  his  Cuftody, 
who  was  pretty  well  known  to  have  no 
Notion  of  Shame  or  Honour^  to  be  governM 
by  nothing  but  his  Intereft,  and  to  make 
no  Scruple  of  aflerting,  even  in  Print,  the 
moftfagrant  Faljhoods  ;  I  fay,  fhouldfacb 


Ccelo  tonantem  credidimus  Jo<vem 
Regnare  :  pr<efens  divus  habebitur 

AugufluSj  adjecJit  Britanms 
Imperio,  gravibufyue  Perfs. 

Horace  has  given  us  .the  Speech  which  he  fuppofes 
Regulus  made  to  the  Senate  upon  this  Occafion,  and 
afterwards  defcribes  the  Behaviour  of  Regulus  himfelf, 
in  thofe  inimitable  Lines : 

Fertur  pudicte  conjugis  ofculum, 
Parvofyue  natus^  ut  capitis  minor? 
j4b  fe  removijfc-)  <&  tvmlem 
Torvus  humi  pofuijje  <vu!tum  j 

Donee  labantes  conflio  patres 
firmaret  aucJor  nunquam  alias  datoy 
Interque  moerentes  avncos 
Egregfuf  properaret  exul. 

Atcjui  fciebat  qua  fbi  barbarus 
Tortor  pararet  :  non  aliter  tamen 
Dimovit  obftantes  propinquos 
Et  populum  redttus  jnorantem^ 

Quam  f  dientum  longa  negotia 
Ibijudicata  lite  relinqueret ; 

Tendenf  Venafranos  in  agros 
Aut  1*aced<emorimm  Tarentum. 

C  3  a  Man 
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a  Man  be  committed  to  the  Warden's 
Cuftody,  'tis  a  Hundred  to  one,  but  that, 
inftead  of  being  trufted  wkh  the  Liberty  of 
the  Rules,  he  would  be  locked  up  within  the 
Walls  of  the  Prifon,  a  Punifhment  of  fo 
fevere  and  terrible  a  Nature,  that  I  do 
aflure  Mn  R.  M.  as  much  as  he  has  abufed 

j 

me,  I  am  far  from  wifhing  he  may  ever 
fuffer.  I  know  at  prefent,  by  fad  Expe- 
rience, that  Confinement ,  even  in  a  tolerable 
Lodging,  to  a  Man  accuftomed  to  Exercife, 
is  a  furey  though  lingering  Death  ;  fince  it 
will  certainly  bring  luch  Diftempers  upon 
him  as  muft  at  laft  prove  fatal ;  but  that 
the  Air  of  a  Gaol,  where  a  Multitude 
of  Wretches  are  ihut  up  together,  has 
Ibmething  in  it  fb  very  Noifome  and  tPefti- 
lentialy  that  I  am  furprized,  to  find  Men 
of  the  ftrongeft  Conftitutions  can  live  in  it 
three  Months  together.  Under  what  Tor- 
ments moft  of  them  are  obliged  to  endure 
Life,  is  apparent  from  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Infpe&ing  Gaols,  who, 
(tho'  I  am  well  affured,  many  Particulars 
were  artfully  concealed  from  them)have  laid 
before  the  Publick  fuch  a  Scene,  as  I  hope, 
and  do  verily  believe,  neither  the  Spamjh 

Inqui- 
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Inquifition  nor  the  Eaftile  in  Frame,  are 
able  to  match.  I  chufe  to  dwell  a  little 
upon  this  Subject,  that  if  there  are  any 
Men  at  prefent  in  Power,  whofe  Pride, 
Cruelty,  or  natural  Infoknce,  heightened 
by  that  Luxury  in  which  they  wallow 
themfeloes,  makes  them  ready  and  eager, 
on  the  flighted  Pretences,  to  fling  Englifb- 
men,  their  Fellow- Sub jeffs  and  Fellow- 
Creatures  into  Gaols,  Prifons,  and  Dun- 
geons ;  I  fay,  I  dwell  a  little  the  longer 
upon  this  Subject,  to  make  Juch  Men  (if 
fuch  there  are)  reflect,  if  poffible,  that 
while  they  may  fancy  they  are  only  ren- 
dring  themfelves  awful  to  the  People,  or 
giving  an  Opportunity  to  an  honeft  Gaoler 
their  Friend,  to  get  a  little  Money ;  they 
are  too  often  committing  the  blackeft  Mur- 
ders, for  which,  if  there  ever  is  to  be  a 
juft  and  real  Inqalfition,  the  Blood  of  thofe 
unhappy  Wretches,  who  pcrifli  in  the 
Prifons  to  which  fuch  Magiftrates  fend  tlierr^ 
will  moft  certainly  be  demanded  at  their 
Hands. 

Mr.  fhomfon,  in  one  of  his  Poems  upon 

tbe  Seafons,  has   a    very  proper   Mcmenlo 

C  4  for 
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for  fuch  Men,  whofe  Infolence  in  <Power 
makes  them  almoft  forget  that  they  are  of 
the  fame  Species  with  their  Fellow  Crea- 
tures. 

Ah,  little  think  the  gay,  licentious  Proud, 
Whom  Pleafure,  Power  and  Affluence  furround, 
How  many  feel  this  very  Moment,  Death, 
And  all  the  fad  Variety  of  Pain. 
How  many  pine  in  Want,  and  dungeon  Glooms ; 
Shut  from  the  common  Air,  and  common  Ufe 
Of  their  own  Limbs. 

The  fame  Gentleman  fpeaking  of  the 
late  Committee  for  Infpe&ing  Gaols,  makes 
them  the  following  handibme  and  juft 
Compliment. 

And  here  can  I  forget  the  generous  Few, 
Who,  touch'd  with  human  Woe,  redrefTive  fought 
Into  the  Horrors  of  the  gloomy  Jail  ? 
Unpitied,  and  unheard,  where  Mifery  moans  -, 
Where  Sicknefs  pines  *,  where  Thirft  and  Hunger 

burn, 

And  poor  Misfortune  feels  the  Lam  of  Vice. 
While  in  the  Land  of  Liberty,  the  Land 
Whofe  every  Street,  and  publick  Meeting  glows 
With  open  Freedom,  little  Tyrants  rag'd : 
Snatch'd  the  lean  Morfel  from  the  flarving  Mouth, 
Tore  from  cold,  wintry  Limbs,  the  tatter'd  Robe ; 

Even 
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Even  robb'd  them  of  the  laft  of  Comforts,  Sleep  ; 
The  free-barn  Briton  to  the  Dungeon  chain'd, 
Or,  as  the  Luft  of  Cruelty  prevail'd, 
At  pleafure  mark'd  him  with  inglorious  Stripes  ; 
And  crufh'd  out  Lives,  by  various  namelefsWays, 
That  for  their  Country  would  have  toil'd,  or  bled. 
Hail  Patriot-band !  who  fcorning  fecret  Scorn, 
When  Juftice,  and  when  Mercy  led  the  Way, 
Dragg'd  the  detected  Monfters  into  Light ;, 
Wrench'd  from  their  Hand  OpprefTion's  Iron  Rod, 
And  bade  the  Cruel  feel  the  Pains  they  gave. 

I  am  fure  Mr.  R.  M.  will  excuf^  me, 
for  mentioning  a  Committee  in  this  manner, 
whofe  Enquiries,  he  allures  us,  Sir  R.  W. 
moft  heartily  promoted:  To  which  I  fliall 
only  anfwer,  That  /  am  heartily  glad  to 
hear  it ;  and  could  even  wifh  that  Honour- 
able Committee  had  given  fome  fublick 
Mark  of  their  Gratitude  to  this  great  Man 
for  his  generous  jijfiftance  ;  which  was 
certainly  the  more  generous^  as  it  is  com- 
monly thought  that  Somebody  ufed  all  his 
dirts  and  Cunning  to  mijlead  them ;  and 
even  to  wound  the  Reputation  of  thofe 
particular  Gentlemen  who  appeared  moft 
adive. 

Having 
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Having  ftiewn  in  how  notable  a  Manner 
Mr.  R.  K  has  vindicated  the  Author  of  that 
Paragraph,  which  gave  an  Account  of  my 
Affair  in  the  St.  James's  Evening  <J>oJl,  I 
lhall  fliew  my  Readers,  in  the  next  Place, 
in  what  Manner  he  vindicates  his  Matron 
Sir  R.  PV. 

Mr.  R.  M.  fays,  That  I  confdently  affert 
in  my  Letter  to  the  Craftfman,  that  Sir  R.  ?F. 
was  the  Author  of  thofe  Queries  which  I 
have  anfwered,  and  which  were  printed 
about  two  Years  fince  in  the  Brinjh  Journal  : 
Let  us  fee  how  Mr.  R.  M.  brings  him  off;  for 
I  confefs  I  look  upon  this  to  be  the  moil 
remarkable  Vart  in  his  whole  Pamphlet. 
Mr.  R.  M.  is  fo  zealous  to  ferve  his  Friend, 
that  he  is  content  to  take  thofe  Queries  upon 
himfelf)  though,  as  Mr.  Scrubb  has  obferv'd 
before  me,  he  cannot  help  Mumbling  a  little 
upon  the  Thiftles. 


" 


As  to  the  Queries  in  the  Britifh  Journal 
<c  (fajs  Mr.  R.  M.)  I  procured  them  to  be 
P  inferted  myfelf,  at  a  Time  when  I  had 
"  notfeen  Sit"  R.  W.  in  any  Place  whatever, 

a  above 
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*c  above  five  or  fix  Times  in  the  whole 
"  Courfe  of  my  Life  ,  and  had  fo  little  Com- 
"  mtmication  with  him,  that  I  do  folemnly 
"  Affirm,  he  never  knew  from  me,  nor  I 
<c  believe  from  any  one,  that  I  was  the  pe- 
"  culiar  Author  ofthofe  particular  Queries. 

Now  I  humbly  conceive,  as  Mr.  Scrubb 
has  obferved  *  before  me,  that  Sir  R.  Hr. 
might  write  thofe  Queries,  though  he  made 
Mr.  R.  M.  his  Foot-man,  and  fent  him  with 
them  to  the  Printer  of  the  BritiJJ}  Journal^ 
in  which  Paper,  it  feems,  to  ufe  his  own 
Words,  hzfrocnred  them  to  be  ivferted. 

I  do  moft  firmly  believe,  what  Mr.  R.  M. 
does  mo^i  folemnly  Affirm  in  the  latter  Part 
of  this  Paragraph  ;  viz.  That  Sir  R.  W. 
never  knew  either  from  Mr.  R.  M.  or  from 
any  body  elf  e,  That  he  the  laid  Mr.  R.  M.  was 
the  peculiar Author of thefe  particular '  .Queries , 
an  Exprejfiony  in  which  there  is  fo  farticti- 
lar  an  Elegance,  as  I  dare  fay  is  Peculiar  to 
this  very  Author,  whofe  whole  Defence  of 


Page  27. 
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Sir  R.  IV.  upon  this  Head,  is  fo  extrcamly 
Peculiar  and  Particular,  that  I  think  it  can 
hardly  efcape  the  Objtrvation  of  any 
Reader. 

But  tho'  I  ihould  take  Mr.  R.  M'sfolemn 

Affirmations  and  Declarations,  in  that  Senfe 

in  which  I  prefume  he  would  willingly  have 

them  taken  (viz.)  That  he  was  the  real 

jiuthor  of  thofe   Queries,  I  cannot   help 

thinking,  that  Mr.  R.  M.  is  pleafed  to  aft 

in  a  pretty  extraordinary  Manner.     When 

any  Thing  is  aj/erted,  the  World  will  moft 

certainly  take  the  Liberty  either  to  believe 

it  or  not,  according  to   the  Opinion  they 

have   of  that  Perfon's  Veracity  who   tells 

them  the  Story.     For  a  Man,  therefore, 

who  does  not  think  fit  to  fet  his  Name  to 

what  he  fays,  to  expeft  to  be  believed  in  a 

Cafe  where,  as  the  French  fay,  *  Appearances 

are  againji  him,  is  fuch  an  uncommon  Piece 

of  dffurance^  as  I  do  not  remember  to  have 

met  with   before   in  any  Author,     I  muft 

confefs,   I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  the 


*  Les  Apparances  font  centre. 

Pro- 
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Proceeding  of  Mr.  Calcot  and  Mr.  Jones  in 
the  Dunkirk-Affair,  was  much  more  mode/}. 
Thole  Gentlemen,  after  having  received 
proper  Directions,  went  in  proper  Company 
before  a  proper  Magiftrate  ;  where,  having 
made  a  proper  Affidavit,  they  figned  it  with 
their  own  proper  Names  ;  and  every  Body 
knows,  that  the  Publick  had  a  proper  Re- 
gard, and  gave  a  proper  Credit  to  every 
Syllable  they  fwore.  Might  I  therefore 
prefume  fo  far,  I  fhould  humbly  advife 
Mr.  R.  M.  to  print  a  Second  Edition  of  his 
Pamphlet ;  (tho'  I  find  the  Fir  ft  is  not  yet 
difpofed  of)  and  to  put  his  Name  to  the 
New  Edition.  This  is  the  more  neceffaryj 
becaufe  in  another  Part  of  his  Book  he  is 
pleafed  to  Itake  his  Honour  and  his  Reputa- 
tion upon  certain  Points ;  and  it  would, 
doubtlefs,  be  no  fmall  Satisfaftion  to  his 
Readers  to  be  convinced  how  great  a  Stake 
this  worthy  Gentleman  is  pleafed  to  ven- 
ture in  order  to  give  them  /////Satisfaction. 

I  cannot  help  adding  one  more  Argu- 
ment to  induce  this  great  Author,  if  pofli- 
ble,  to  comply  with  my  Requeft.  Speak- 
ing of  Sir  R.  fT.  «  Neither  have  I  herein 

"  (fays 
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"  Favour.  -  £t*ty  rett/fy,  I  vindicate  this 
"  Honourable  Pcrfon  fypm  other  Afothes 
M  than  private  Views.  --  I  therefore  defy 
«  and  dcfpife  /&?  fooKjh  ImputationofVtn- 
«  ting  for  Hire. 

«   <"  <  *i    •         \>    -^ 

Notwithftanding  all  thefe  Solemn  Ptc- 
fypon*  from  a  Man  of  Mr.  R.  M's  ftritf 
fAno»r  and  efttbltfb'd  Refutation^  luch  is 
the  Ihametul  Incredulity  of  the  Age  we  live 
in,  that  it  has  been  ftrongly  reported,  Mr. 
R.  M  is  an  humble  Adherent  to  a  certain 
n»ft  Kobk  Perjb»>  and  has  at  this  very 
Time  a  Ptnjhn  during  Pkajare  \  which,  as 
a  Reward  for  his  Merit  and  Services^  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  that  great  Maecenas 
of  theprelent  Age.  Mr,  ScrM  has  had  the 
Malice  to  obferve  that,  by  Mr.  R,  Afs  own 
Goaf  c  (lion,  he  had  the  Honour  to  fee  this 
Noble  Pcrfon  fve  or  fix  times  Ibme  Years 
fixe  ;  and  as  great  Genius's  do  in  a  manner 
demand  an  Alliance,  and  run  into  each 
other's  Arms  by  a  ibrt  of  Inftind  *.  Mr, 

*  Great  Souls  by  I*fm&,  to  each  ocher  txin^ 
Dcmind  X/^ntre,  and  in  FV/nwJ5&9  born. 

,'f  ADBISON. 
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Scrubb  feems  to  imagine,  that  Mr.  1L  M. 
and  Sir  A  /PI  five  together  at  /fjgf&if  like 
Pybde>  and  Oreftet  *,  and  arc  bccorn  c  die 
mufl.  intimate  r  ncodf. 

Common  Fame  gpesib  fir  as  to  fay,  that 
Mr,  /t  ^f.  has  bad  a  Partuakr  Reward 
P*  Writing  this  very  Pamphlet :  lit  is  trac^ 
Common  tame  is  a  mafic  was  Baggage  ;  yet, 
if  flic  fhou  1  d  happen  fer  once  to  be  in  Che 
Right,  I  do  hereby  aflorc  Mr.  ^  JK  chat 
I  take  nothing  at  all  amifs  from  Km  :  An 
hired  Servant  in  regular  Pay  muft  do  fbme- 
thing  fix  his  Wage*  ;  and  I  Hull  only  beg 
Leave  to fe  down  a  few  of  his  perfonalCi- 
r//J/^/,  to  the  Account  of  his  Mafter  :  lam 
ferry  that  I  am  forced  to  tell  Mr*  &  J£ 
that,  to  my  certain  Knowledge,  he  did  not 
write  thole  Queries  in  die  £r/V^&  Jmtrnd^ 
which  for  certain  ReafiMs  he  now  moft 


to  Deadly  be*  Frieod  Tjlulef^  vfco  V£(  ooe  uc- 
Ifte  lun*  dedartd  due  he  w»  Ortfet  : 


;r^'<"-    ~*       7-,-    ^  -;»-.'  i- 

fcs  become  a 


:  -:  i-- 

carneflly 
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carneftly  endeavours  to  pafs  for  the  Author 
of.  I  muft  go  a  little  farther,  and  fhall  ven- 
ture to  affert9  that  any  Man  living,  who  is 
a  tolerable  Judge  of  Englijb  Stiles,  and  who 
will  but  give  himfelf  the  Trouble  to  com- 
pare my  Quotations  out  of  Mr.  R.  M's  Pam- 
phlet with  thoje  Queries  *,  will  be  foon 
convinced  that  Mr.  R.  M.  was  not  the  Au- 
thor of  the  Latter.  I  have  already  faid  in 
my  Letter  to  the  Craftfman,  that  /  do  not 
take  the  QJJERIST  to  be  an  Author  of  the 
FIRST  GLASS;  yet  there  is  a  Smoothnefs 
in  his  Stile  which,  tho*  it  may  border  a 
little  upon  the  Infipid,  is  certainly  a  good 
deal  better  than  that  hobbling  Stile  fo  very 
peculiar  to  Mr.  R.  M.  There  is  alfo  a  2Vr- 
fpicuity  in  the  Querift's  Writing,  which  I 
do  hereby  give  it  under  my  Hand,  Mr.  R.  M. 
will  never  attain  to  as  long  as  he  lives  :  If, 
for  Example,  the  true  GhteriJ}  had  thought 
fit  to  father  his  own  Production,  I  am  of 
Opinion  he  would  have  done  it  in  a  much 
flainer,  if  not  a  more  eloquent  Manner,  than 
by  faying,  /  do  fokmnly  affirm^  that  Mr. 


*  Thefe  Queries  are  inferred  at  length  in  my  Lettet 
fo  the  Craft/titan. 

R.M. 
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R.  M.  never  knew  from  me,  nor  I  believe 
from  any  one,  that  I  was  the  peculiar  Author 
of  thefe  particular  .Queries.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  do  not  find  myfelf  at  all  difpofed 
to  recant  whatever  I  have  Confidently  dffert- 
ed  in  my  Letter  to  Mi'.  D'Aovers. 

I  proceed  to  ihew, 

?he  Juftice  of  Mr.  R.  M*  perfonalRe- 
fletfionsjfhe  Truth  of  his  Faffs,  and  his  happy 
T'alent  for  Panegy  rick,  after  which  I  will  give 
One  foort  Specimen  of  his  Learning,  and  of 
his  Ingenuous  Manner  of  making  a  Quota- 
tion. 

A  Man  would  imagine  that  Mr.  R.  M. 

had  fufficiently  fhewn    his    Zeal  for   his 

Mafter,  by  all  the  ///  Language  which  he 

has  made  Ib  conftant  an  ufe  of  throughout 

his  Pamphlet  ;  but  not  content  with  this 

he  is  pleafed  to  go  out  of  his  Way  for  fuch 

ferfonal  Reflexions,    which    if  they    had 

been  true,  (as  they  are   utterly  falfe  and 

groundlefs)  would,  in  my  humble  Opinion, 

have  been   nothing   at   all   to  his  prcfent 

Purpofe.     Mr.  R.  M.  is  pleafed  to  inform 

D  th» 
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the  World,  that  I  have  of  late  Years  had 
a  great  many  Law-Suits  in  different  Courts, 
and  then  adds,  with  equal  Truth  and  good 
Nature, 

"  If  Mr.  Budgell  would  have  been  as 
<c  induftrious  to  have  kept  out  of  Suits  in 
'*  thofe  Courts,  as  he  was  tojhew  his  Parts 
"  upon  thofe  Occaftomy  he  would  not  now 
"  have  complained  of  any  fuch  terrifying 
"  Severities. 

The  Charader  of  a  Litigious  Man  is, 
without  Difpute,  one  of  the  worji  of  Cha- 
rafters,  and  how  little  I  deferye  it,  the 
World  is,  I  believe,  at  this  time  pretty 
well  convinced.  It  is  certain  I  have  had, 
as  I  find  Mr.  R.  M.  well  knows,  a  fufficient 
Number  of  Law-Suits  to  ruin  any  private 
Gentleman  of  a  moderate  Fortune ;  but  it 
is  as  certain,  that  they  have  been  forced 
upon  me,  and  multiplied  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
as  I  hope  and  believe  is  without  a  Precedent. 
For  a  Proof  of  what  I  affirm,  I  have  print- 
ed in  the  Appendix,  a  State  of  one  of  my 
Cafesy  as  it  was  given  in  to  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  none  of  the  Fads  contained  in  which 

were 
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were  ever  denied  by  my  Enemies,  and  to 
fuch  of  my  Readers  as  underftand  a  little 
Law,  I  dare  fay  this  Piece  will  be  pretty 
curious.  I  ftiall  fay  nothing  of  the  Iffue  of 
this  Gaufe  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  :  It  is 
my  Duty  to  Believe^  that  tbejamousfRECEVETXT 
which  was  that  Day  MADE,  wasfoundedon  the 
mo/}  ft  rift  and  impartial  J-uJtice* 

I  have  been  arrefted  more  than  oncc5 
without  being  told,  or  even  able  to  guefs 
upon  what  account.  Some  few  Perfons  to 
whom  I  have  given  Notes  under  my  Hand 
for  Money,  have  been  offered  a  larger  Sum 
than  my  Notes  entitled  them  to,  for  no 
other  Reafbn,  but  that  I  might  be  imme~ 
dlately  Sued  upon  them  ;  and  this  Offer  has 
been  made  them  by  Perfons  of  fuch  Figure 
in  the  World,  as  I  am  forry  to  find  were 
not  much  better  employed.  When  I  faw  how 
my  private  Fortune  was  ftruck  at,  I  deter- 
mined to  apply  myfelf  to  the  QrofeJJion  of 
the  Law,  which  I  had  ftudied  feme  Tears j 
and  for  which  I  was  originally  defigned  ; 
but  after  I  had  been  aftually  called  to  the 
£ary  fuch  an  Attempt  was  made  to  have 
prevented  my  a&ing  in  myProfeffion  in  Weft- 
D  2  minfter* 
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tnin/ter-Hally  as  I  believe  I  may  very  fafely 
affirm,  w$s  never  heard  of  before,  fince 
the  Foundation  of  the  Inns  of  Court.  1  muft 
own  I  can  fcarce  forbear  enlarging  myfelf  a 
little  upon  fome  of  thefe  Heads  :  I  can  fcarce 
forbear  faying  fomething  more  -  but  - 
I  have  done.  -  1  hope  no  other  Englishman 
will  ever  be  purfaed  or  mined  by  the  like 
Methods.  For  myfelf,  I  humbly  truft  that 
Providence  j  in  its  own  due  time,  will  either 
fut  an  End  to  my  Sufferings^  or,  what  is  juft 
the  fame  thing,  will  enable  me  to  fufport 
them. 

Mr.  R.  M.  fpeaking  of  my  formerly 
having  ferved  the  Crown  as  Secretary  of 
State  in  Ireland,  infinuates,  with  his  ufual 
Candor  and  Generofity,  that  I  loft  that  Em- 
ployment for  fome  heinous  Crime:  His 
Words  are  thefe, 


who  remember  'what  Place  he  had, 
c<  do  alfo  remember  how  he  loft  it. 

I  believe  and  hope,  that  there  are  fome 
Thoufands  of  my  Fellow-Subjeds  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  who  do  very  well  know 
and  renumber,  that  I  loft  that  Place  for  no 

other 
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other  Reafon,  but*becaufe  J  refufed  to  do 
what  no  Man  of  Honour  or  Honefty  would 
have  done.  For  the  Truth  of  this  Afler- 
tion,  I  dare  refer  Mr.  R.  M.  to  a  certain 
Friend  of  his,  even  to  Sir.  R.  ffr.  who  has 
formerly  exprefled  his  Sentiments  of  this 
Affair  in  feveral  publick  Companies,  and  in, 
the  moft  open  Manner.  In  a  Word,  I  take 
leave  to  tell  Mr.  R.  M.  that  I  am  prouder 
of  having  loft  a  Poft,  for  refufing  to  do  a 
diftioneft  Aftion,  though  it  would  have 
been  very  much  for  my  own  private  Ad- 
vantage, than  1  fhould  be  to  get  a  Poft  by 
doing  fuch  Work  as  Great  Men  will  fome- 
times  exped  from  their  humble  Adherents. 

In    another   Part   of  his  Pamphlet,  Mr. 
R.  M.   moft    kindly   infinuates,  that  His 

Grace  the  prejent  Duke  efBol n  can  give 

fome  amfle  Tejlimonials  relating  to  me,  and 
not  much  to  my  Advantage.  I  muft  own  I 
am  intirely  at  a  lofs,  and  cannot  even  guefs 
at  what  the  ingenious  Author  means  by  this 
Reflection  ;  I  cannot  remember  that  I  ever 

fpoke   to   the  prefent  Duke   of   Sol n 

above  once  in  my  Life  :  It  was  in  the  Year 

1721,   about   fome  Affairs  depending   in 

D  3  Par- 
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Parliament,  relating  to  the  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, concerning  which  I  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  be  entirely  in  the  fame  Way  of 
Thinking  with  his  Glace.  I  confefs  I 
thought  myfelf  a  little  hardly  ufed  by  the 

late    Duke    of  £ol n ;      moft    People 

thought  fb  too;  nay,  fome  of  his  Grace's 
left  Friends  and  near  eft  Relations  were  of 
this  Opinion.  That  unfortunate  Peer  is 
now  no  more.  The  very  Per  Jon  who  was 
thought  to  have  influenced  him  to  my  Pre- 
judice, isfaid  to  have  occafioned  fasfiiffering 
much  feverer  Pangs  than  I  ever  defired  he 
fhould  endure. 

If  Mr.  R.  M,  is  endeavouring  to  revive 
the  Remembrance  of  my  unhappy  Diffe- 
rence with  his  Grace,  to  make  it  an  Italian 
^uarrely  and  perfuade  his  Pofterity  to  keep 
it  up ;  fuch  a  Dejjgn  is  extreamly  mean^ 
and  I  fancy  will  hardly  take.  I  am  fo 
very  far  from  having  the  leaft  Prejudice  to 
any  one  Perfon  of  that  moft  Noble  and 
Antient  Family,  that  I  fliould  be  proud  to 
ferve  any  of  them  if  it  lay  in  my  Power  j 
nor  do  I  believe  there  is  at  prefent  one 
among  them  who  would  willingly  do  me 
the  leaft  Injury.  Mr. 
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Mr.  R.  M.  in  his  pretended  Anfwer  of 
my  Letter  to  the  Craft/man,  very  roundly 
tells  me, 

"  Tou  reprefent,  flat  either  the  Lord 
"  Chancellor,  or  prefent  Mafler  of  the  Rolls  > 
"  would  not  fuffer  an  Account  to  be  ballanced, 
"  on  one  Article  of  which  you  loft  your 
"  Liberty.  Tou  fay  they  refufed  it,  though 
<c  you  often  required  it,  and  draw  the  In- 
cc  tegrity  of  thofe  learned  and  honourable 
"  Per  Jons  In  6)ueftion. 

In  anfwer  to  this  Paragraph,  I  do  aflat, 
That  I  never  did  either  reprefent  or  fayy 
what  Mr.  R.  M  with  great  Ingenuity  has 
here  charged  me  with  faying  :  I  ftiall  there- 
fore leave  thofe  Learned  and  Honourable 
Perfons,  whom  he  has  fo  kindly  introduced 
in  this  Paragraph,  to  return  him  their 
Thanks  for  the  Compliment  which  he  has 
made  them. 

Mr.  R.  M.Jhines  in  a  particular  Manner, 
whenever  he  aims  at  Panegyrick,  of  which  I 
humbly  conceive  his  following  Qbfervation 
is  an  undeniable  Inftance. 

04  "  3hQ 
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«  fhe  Cafe  of  Sir  R.  W.  and  the  L.  C. 
"  J.  Eyre  (fays  Mr.  R.  M.)  are  too  much 
"  alike,  in  the  Nature* of  the  Slanders 
"  again/1  them,  which  are  equally  malicious, 
"  feandakuS)  falfe,  and  utterly  groundlejs. 

1  fliall  not  pretend  to  determine  which 
of  the  great  Men  above-mentioned,  is  moft 
obliged  to  Mr.  R.  M*  for  this  taffy  Com- 
parifon. 

I  promifed  to  give  A  Ihort  Speci- 
men of  Mr.  R.  M's  Learning  :  Mr.  R.  M. 
in  one  Part  of  his  Book,  is  of  Opinion 
with  his  Fellow-Labourer,  the  St.  James's 
tPo/ty  that  I  am  greatly  difordefd  in  my 
Senfes;  he  has  even  taken  fome  Pains  to 
perfuade  me  to  confefs  it  ingenuoujly^  and 
upon  this  Condition  gracioufly  promifes, 
that  all  I  have  lately  done  fliall  be  forgiven  : 
To  convince  his  Readers  how  true  a  No- 
tion he  has  of  Madnefs,  he  has  given  them 
in  Page  the  Ninth,  a  moft  concije  and  excel- 
lent Definition  of  it.  Madnefs,  if  we  may 
believe  Mr.  R.  M.  is  an  Involuntary  Misfor- 
tune, muing  to  the  Influence  of  wandring 

Planets. 
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<Planets.     It   is   very    evident   from    this 

learned  Definition  of  Madnefs,    that  Mr. 

R.  M.  is  moft  profoundly  skilled  in  the  /#- 

fluences  of  the  ^Planets,  and  yet  perhaps,  if 

he  had  not  given  us  this  Cajt  of  his  Art^ 

not  one  of  his  Readers  would  have  fufpefted 

him  for  a  Conjurer.     If  a  foor  Gentleman 

greatly  diforder'd  in  his  Senfes  (I  hope  this 

1  ingenuous  Conjejjion  will    fatisfy  *  )  might 

prefume  .to  ftart  an  Objection  to  fo  learned 

an  Aftrologzr  about  his  own  Art^  I  would 

humbly  inform  him,  that   Dodor  Mead  is 

very  pofitive,  that  Madnefs  is  not  owing  to 

the  Influence  of  the  ^Planets,  and  that  one 

Sir  Ifaac  Newton  has  pretended  to  demon- 

ftrate,  that  every  one  of  thefe  fame  Planets 

is  fo  very  far  from  being  wandering,  that 

all  its    Motions   are   much    more  conftant, 

.fettled  and  regular  than  the  Motions  of  the 

beft   Watch   ever  made  by   the  late  Mr. 

Tomfion  ;  that   they  have  been  the  fame 

ever  fince  the  Creation,  as  they  are  at  this 


*  It  is  the  rather  to  be  hoped,  this  Confeffion  will  be 
thmejktjfcjjfoV**,  becaufe  it  is  in  the  very  Words  of  the 
Author  of  ibe  famous  Paragraph  in  the  St.  James's  Even- 
ing Pojl. 

Day; 
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Day ;  and  are  likely  to  continue  the  fame 
for  fome  Ages  yet  to  come.  I  am  far  from 
prefuming  to  determine  any  thing  ;  Non 
voftrum  tantas  comfonere  Tites.  I  think  it 
fufficient  to  have  fhewn,  that  two  fiich 
great  Men  as  Mr.  R.  M.  and  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  are  of  different  Opinions  in  this 

Particular. 

t 

I  fliall,  laftly,  take  a  little  Notice  of  Mr. 
R.  M's  ingenuous  Method  of  making  a  Quo- 
tation: Mr.  R.  M.  in  all  his  Anfwer  to  my 
Letter  to  the  Craftfman,  pretends  to  tran- 
fcribe  but  one  Jingle  Paragraph  out  of  my 
faid  Letter.  There  is,  however,  one  Para- 
graph which  Mr.  R.  M.  fays, 

"  Is  fo  very  Jingular,  1  cannot  fait  cbuje 
<c  to  tranfcribe  it. 

Now  Mr.  R.  JM's  Method  of  tranferibing 
this  unhappy  Paragraph,  which  he  has 
Jingled  out,  is  thus :  The  whole  Paragraph 
is  but  one  Sentence,  confifting  of  Seven 
LineS ;  Mr.  ^?.  M.  has  very  dexterouily 
tack'd  the  -two  la  ft  Lines  to  the  frft  Line, 
and  left  out  thofe  pur  Lines  which  flood 

between 
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between  them,  and  made  fart  of  the  Sen* 
tence.  I  am  very  far  from  finding  fault 
with  this  Method  of  tranfcribing  a  PaJJags 
from  the  Writings  of  an  Ad  verfary,  having 
often  obferved  it  praftifed  with  good  Suc- 
cefs  by  fever al  Authors  on  \\\zfame  Side  of 
the  Queftion  with  Mr.  R.  M,  who  in  this 
Particular  does  but  imitate  the  great  Cko- 
mems  himfelf,  as  I  ftiall  have  occafion  to 
fliew  hereafter. 

I  hope,  however,  my  Readers  do  not 
exped  that  I  fhould  anfwer  every  Particu- 
lar of  a  Pamphlet  wrote  in  the  Stile  and 
Manner  of  Mr.  R.  M's.  I  fhould  noteafily 
be  induced  to  undertake  fuch  a  Task;  but 
had  much  rather  give  Mr.  R.  M.  full  Per- 
miffion  to  believe  that  every  Word  of  his 
Pamphlet  is  unanswerable. 

To  confefs  the  Truth,  I  have  already,  in 
my  own  Opinion,  faid  a  great  deal  too  much 
in  anfwer  to  a  Pamphlet  which  I  cannot 
find  many  People  have  taken  the  Pains  to 
read:  I  had  fully  determined  to  make 
no  manner  of  Reply  to  any  Part  of  it,  if 
two  or  three  of  my  Friends,  who  aflure 

me 
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me  it  is  wrote  by  Dire&ion,  had  not  per- 
fiiadcd  me  to  take  fome  Notice  of  it.    If  the 
Reader  would  fee  an  Anfwer  to  the  reft  of 
it,  he  may  find  it  in  a  Letter  wrote  by  a  Gen- 
tleman, who  has  very  generoufly  taken  my 
Part,  and  is  pleafed  to  call  himfelf  fimothy 
Scrubb.     Some  of  the  publick  Papers  could 
not  help  taking  Notice,  that  this  Gentle- 
man's manner   of  writing  plainly  flicws  he 
is  not  of  the   Family  of  the  Scrubbs,  and 
that  tho'  he  dates  his  Letter  from  a  Garret, 
'tis  pretty  evident  he  never  lay  in  one.     Mr. 
Scrubb  has  regaled  Mr.  R.  M.  with  the  fame 
fort  of  Language  with  which  that   ingenious 
Author  has  treated  me  :  And  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  that  tho'  I  have  ever  been  an  Enemy 
to  the  Billing/gate  Dialed,  yet  this  fame 
Mr.  Scrubby  and  the  Author  of  a  Medita- 
tion upon  a  great  Many  which  he  declares 
is  written  after  the  Manner  of  the  Mighty 
CleomeneSy    have     almoft    convinced    me, 
that  there  are  a  Sort  of  Difputants,    who 
ought  in  Jufticc  to  be  treated  as  they  treat 
other  People,  and  to  have  their  own  Can- 
non   turn'd    upon    them.      Mr.   Scrubb's 
Letter  to  Mr.  R.  M.  has  a  good  deal  of 
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Banter  and  low  Humour ',  yet  at  the  Bottom 
of  both,  is  good  Senje  znd/lrong  Argument.  * 

Having  done  for  the  prefent  with  Mr. 
R.  M.  I  fhall  fay  fomething  of  his  Mafler, 
Ckomenes ;  who,  if  we  confider  him  purely 
as  an  Author,  is  certainly  one  Clafs  above 
his  humble  Adherent.  His  Stile  is  a  good 
deal  better,  but  he  is,  it  feems,  fb  terribly 
provoked,  that  he  can  no  more  forbear 
calling  Names  and  giving  ill  Language,  than 
Mr.  R.  M.  himfelf. 

I  Ihall  therefore  in  this  Place,  fairly  ftate 
my  own  Cafe,  and   confider  what  it   is  I 
have  done,  to  deferve  being  told  in  Print, 
that  /  am  themoft   infamous  and  vileft  of 
Mankind,  and  that  there  is  not  a  Felon  who 


*  Mr.  Scrubs  Pamphlet  is  entitled,  A  Letter  fo 
the  Author  of  a  Letter  to  Euftace  Budgell,  Efo  m 
Anfwer  to  his  Anfwer  of  the  infamous  Paragraph  in  the 
St.  James's  Evening  Poft.  Printed  for  J.  Wilford  be- 
hind the  Chapter-houfe  in  St.  Paul's  Church-yard.  Price 
Six-pence.  Mr.  Scrubb  has  taken  the  following  Lines  for 
his  Motto, 

Boys  and  G/V/y,  come  out  to  flay. 
The  Moon  do's  fbme  as  bright  as  Day. 
Come  with  a  Whoop ;  come  with  a  Call ; 
Come  with  a  good  Will , or  not  at  all. 
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is  fentenced  at  the  Old  Baily,  who  might 
not  make  a  much  better  Defence  than  I  can. 


state  of  the     I  thought  I  knew  fome  Things,  which  as 
Author's  cafc.a  gQod  Su^j^  j  was  obliged   in  Duty  to 


lay  before  His  Majefty.  I  conceived  at 
leaft,  that  I  was  cruelly  opprefs'd  by  a 
Man  too  great  to  be  complain'd  of  to  any 
but  my  King  :  To  Him  therefore,  and  to 
Him  alone,  I  made  my  Complaint  :  After 
having  endeavoured,  at  a  vaft  Expence,  arid 
by  a  long  Attendance,  to  obtain  a  private 
Audience,  when  I  faw  fuch  Methods 
were  taken  to  prevent  my  having  one,  as 
I  believe  were  never  heard  of  before  at  an 
Englijh  Court  ;  I  found  myfelf  obliged  to 
put  part  of  what  I  would  have  faid,  into  a 
Petition,  which  I  delivered  into  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Hand,  in  that  only  Place  where  I  had 
a  proper  Opportunity  of  prefenting  it.  If 
1  know  any  thing  of  the  Laws  of  my 
Country  (and  I  think  I  do  know  feme  'thing 
of  them)  Every  Englilh  Subjeff  has  an  un- 
doubted Right  to  petition  his  Prince.  The 
greateft  Advocates  for  Slavery  have  never 
yet  had  the  Affurance  to  difpute  Ms  Point. 
The  moft  zealous  Sticklers  for  Pajjive 
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Obedience  have  univerfally  allowed,  that 
Prayers  and  fears  were  fuch  Weapons,  as 
the  mott  loyal  Subjects  might  lawfully  em- 
ploy againft  the  moft  abfolute  Monarch : 
And  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  while  I 
am  abufed,  perfecuted  and  reviled,  for 
no  other  apparent  Reafon,  than  having 
delivered  a  Petition  to  my  King ;  every 
hone  ft  Man  in  England  is  obliged  in  good 
Policy  to  take  my  Part ;  becaufe  he  can- 
not be  aflured  how  loon  he  may  other- 
wife  meet  with  the  like  treatment.  When 
I  had  delivered  my  Petition,  I  waited  the 
Event  of  it  with  Silence  and  Rejignation.  I 
refolved  not  to  complain  upon  the  fame 
Subjeff  to  my  Prime  and  to  the  Publick, 
and  when  I  had  appealed  to  the  firjl,  I 
determined  to  fay  nothing  to  the  latter :  I 
have  ftill  fo  firmly  adhered  to  this  my 
Refolution,  that  I  defy  my  greateft  Ene- 
mies to  prove  I  have  ever  communicated 
the  Contents  of  that  Paper  I  delivered  to 
his  Majefty  to  any  other  Perfon.  I  went 
ftill  farther:  I  and  my  Friends  ufed  our 
utmoft  Endeavours,  that  all  the  Publick 
Papers,  in  which  we  fancied  we  had  any 
Intereft,  fliould  take  no  Notice  of  what  I 

had 
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had  done  at  St.  James's.  Our  Endeavours 
luccceded  ;  but  my  Enemies  made  the 
moft  ungenerous  ufc  of  /ny  Behaviour  in 
this  Particular.  They  got  thofe  <P(tblick 
Papers,  in  which  they  had  any  Intcreft,  to 
reprtfent  Afrtttrs  of  Fatl  in  the  falfcft 
Colours,  nay,  Ibmetimes  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
AS  I  and  moft  People  thought,  refle&ed 
not  only  upon  me,  but  even  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty ;  a  Prince,  for  whole  facrcd  Perfon 
and  illuftrious  Family  I  have  ever  fhewn, 
and  ftull  ever  fhew  the  moft  fervent  Zeal 
and  prefix* J  Rejpetf.  As  for  me.  With  that 
Humamtr  and  jfffttrjnce,  which  is  peculiar 
to  them,  they  roundly  told  the  Publick, 
That  /WAS  a  foor  Gentleman,  who  bid  bug 
dijordtred  in  my  Senfcsj  and  was  a$ 
dews-right  dtftraffed.  When  I 
found  rayielf  attacked  in  ib  extraordinary 
a  Manner,  I  thought  it  neceffary  to  fay 
ibmething  at  leaft  in  my  own  Defence :  I 
therefore  publifhcd  that  Pamphlet,  entitled 
A  Letter  Id  /£?  Crafijaua,  which  has 
made  kxne  Noile  in  the  World.  In  that 
Pamphlet  I  thanked  Mr.  ITA*xrsy  fat 
having  done  me  Jufticc  in  one  of  his  Papers 
as  to  Mstter s  ifRg.  I  endeavoured  next 

to 
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to  lhew,  that  1  bad  been  long  rnarKd  out 
for  Deft  rudion  ;  that  I  bad  been  fcvcreiy 
threatened  about  two  Years  before,  not  by 
Innuendo*,  bat  by  my  0201  AJMO*  printed 
at  full'  Length,  and  in  Capital  Letters  in  a 
Weekly  Journal,  which  is  generally 
*  to  be  wrote  by  the  DireSum,  and 


tinder  the  Patronage  of  a  certain 
Verfon:  That  the  Accounts  which  bad 
been  given  in  the  Publick  Papers,  of  what 
I  had  lately  done  and  iaid  at  Sc  7*n*/f, 
wore  moft  icandaloufly  yi^£  /"/*  i^^  and, 
laftly,  I  declared  that  I  was  ready  to  prove 
whatever  was  aflertcd  in  the  Memorial 
I  delivered  to  his  Majefty,  and  SOME* 
THIXG  vto^i,  whenever  I  was  properly 
called  upon  to  do  fo.  Thde  were  the 
of  my  Z^/^r  to  Mr* 


It  is  icarce  credible,  bow  mucb  fcmc 
People  were  enraged  at  the  Publication  of 
this  Pamphlet.  I  flofl  not  trouble  my 
Readers  with  a  particular  Account  of  all 
the  ^j  which  were  planted  upon  me,  to 
difcorer  with  whom  1  converted  or  corre- 
Jponded,  or  how  many  Pcopk  were  fent 
CD  me,  who  either  under  the  Maique  of 
E  Facnds, 
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Friends,  or  by  defending  certain  Perfons 
and  Actions,  endeavoured  to  perfuade  or 
to  provoke  me  to  do  or  fay  fomething  that 
might  be  improved  to  my  Ruin.  When 
thefe  little  .Arts  proved  unfuccefsful,  it 
was  thought  proper  to  fall  upon  me  again 
in  Print)  to  have  recourfe  to  the  meaneft 
perfonal  Reflections,  and  affirm  fuch  Faffs 
as  are  direftly  falfe  in  themfelves,  and  have 
no  manner  of  relation  to  the  prcfent  Con- 
troverfy  :  To  allure  the  World  that  Att  I 
have  aflerted  is  idle,  improbable  and  unfuf- 
forted  ;  that  being  myfelf  full  of  fVicked- 
wefs,  Malice  and  Falfhood,  my  only  Intent 
is  to  vilify,  afferfe  and  defame  one  of  the 
greateft  and  left  Minifters  that  any  Nation 

Cleomenets    Was  ever  ^IcH  W^^  5  t'iat  I  'ev"el  m7  Venom 

Letter,  at  a  noije  q>€rfon^  who  has  already  faft  the 
Daily  &urant>  mo  ft  fublick  Examinations,  and  had  his  whole 
Condutt  approved,  after  the  JlriBeJi  Scru- 
tinies ;  That  there  is  not  a  Man  of  Honour 
in  the  Nation,  but  muj}  look  upon  me  as  a 
mo  ft  bafe  and  infamous  Defamer ;  that  I  have 
offer'd  the  highejt  Injury  in  my  Power  to  a 
Perfon  of  the  greateji  Dignity  and  Worth, 
and  in  a  way  that  mujt  be  the  utmojl  Abhor- 
rence of  every  hone  ft  Mind  ^  that  I  ought  to  be 

treated 
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treated  as  a  vile  Incendiary  ;  that  all  I  have 
aflerted,  is  malicious ,  fcandalous,  falfe  and 
utterly  groundlefs ;  that  /  bring  a  Charge 
before  the  People  where  it  cannot  I  e  proved^ 
but  at  the  fame  time  defer t  it  in  the  only 
proper  *Place,  and  at  a  fime  when  it  ought 
to  be  proved^  that  I  make  life  of  fneaking 
and  Jbuffiing  Prevarications ;  that  I  dare 
not  bring  Things  to  the  feft  of  Inquiry ,  but 
am  afraid  they  fhould  be  examined^  though 
tinder  the  F"iew  of  a  mo  ft  impartial  and  in- 
dulgent Judge,  viz*  his  prefent  Majefly. 

I  have  tranfcribed  but  a  fmall  tyart  of 
the  many  Compliments  and  kind  things 
which  have  been  fhower'd  upon  me  from 
the  Preis,  by  the  humble  Servants  and  faith- 
ful Adherents  of  a  certain  Noble  Perfbn  ; 
in  anfwer  to  all  which,  and  much  more  of 
the  fame  Kind,  I  only  beg  leave  to  ask  one 
fliort  Queftion  :  Who  would  not  imagine, 
upon  reading  all  thefe  Invetfives  and  Songs 
of  frbmphj  that  I  had  been  called  upon 
to  make  good  my  Charge,  by  that  Prince 
who  I  firmly  believe  (as  my  Adverfaries 
fay)  is  a  moft  impartial  and  indulgent  Judge ^ 
and  that  this  juft  and  good  Prince,  having 
E  a  ex- 
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examined  my  Proofs,  had  found  that  my 
whole  Charge  (to  ufe  my  Adverfaries 
Words  once  more)  was  malicious,  falfe  and 
utterly  grottndkfs  ?  I  fa/,  who  would  not 
imagine,  from  all  the  Inveftives  before- 
mentioned,  that  This  was  the  Cafe  ?  And 
yet  I  cannot  find  that  any  of  thofe  worthy 
Gentlemen  who  have  wrote  againft  me, 
have  thought  proper  to  aflat  It  is  Jo. 
Whenever  tfhis  happens,  it  will  then  be  a 
proper  Time  for  thefe  ingenious  Authors 
to  Ipread  all  the  Sails  of  their  Eloquence ; 
but  till  then,  I  fhould  think,  it  might  be  no 
lefs  politick  than  decent,  to  omit  a  few  of 
their  Rhetorical  Flourijhes. 

As  to  my  Under  ft  an  ding,  I  find  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  have  done  me  the  Honour 
to  make  me  the  Subject  of  their  Satyrs,  do 
not  intirely  agree;  nay,  that  the  very  fame 
Writer  is  not  always  confiftent  with  himfelf 
upon  this  Head :  Sometimes  I  am  repre- 
fented,  as  Mr.  Scrubb  hasjuftly  obfqrved,  * 
to  be  A  dangerous  Orator,  to  be  One  againft 
whofe  perfuaf*vey  though  delufive  Arts  People 
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cannot  be  too  much  upon  their  Guard  ^  to  be 
A  Per/on,  who   knows  how   to  move   the 
Qaflions,  and  by  an  uncommon  Eloquence,  to 
foal  into    the  Hearts,  and  ingrojs  the  Af- 
fetiions  of  my  Readers.     At  other  Times  the 
Publick  is  told  I  am  a  ftufi d  Author ^  who 
fcribble  on  without  Meaning  or  Dejign  \  who 
is  qualified  for  nothing  but  clean  Straw  and 
a  dark  Room ;  whole  very  Writings  are  a 
fiifficient  Demonftration  that  I  had  no  manner 
of  Injury  done   me,  when  I  was  refrefented 
to  the  World  as  a  Qerfon  mad  ^^diftraded  ; 
that  my  Writings  are  even  fufficient  to  fa-  Mr.  R.  if. 
tisfy  a   Jury  on  this  Point,  who  JhouU  be 
legally  Impannelledon  a  Commiflton  of  Enquiry. 
I  am  fometimes  faid  to  be  a  dangerous  Per- 
fon,  and  a  vile  Incendiary^  at  other  times 
I  am  declared  to  be  an  ^fe,  a  Coxcomb,  a 
Buffoon,  a  very  weak  Creature,  an  injigni- 
ficant  Re f  tile,  and  a  mo  ft  defficable  fool. 

I  am  in  very  little  Pain  about  any  Gen* 
fure  the  World  fhall  pleafe  to  pals  upon 
my  Underjlanding  or  Abilities  ;  but  I  con-? 
fefs  I  would  willingly  be  thought  an  hone  ft 
Man,  and  have  all  my  Fellow-Subjeds  do 
me  the  Juftice  to  believe,  that  I  do  molt 
E  3  fincerely 
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fincerely  and  heartily  wifti  to  fee  Old 
England,  my  native  Country,  in  an  happy 
and  a  flouriihing  Condition.  Since,  there- 
fore, I  am  attacked  with  To  much  Virulence ; 
fince  I  am  reprefented  as  one  pf  the  worft 
of  Men,  and  as  an  Enemy  to  my  Country, 
I  conceive  there  is  no  Law  either  Human  or 
Divine,  by  virtue  of  which  I  can  be  rea- 
fonably  reftrained  from  faying  fomethingin 
my  own  Defence.  I  {hall  return  no  Part 
of  the  ///  Language  I  have  received,  yet 
if  while  I  am  defending  myfelf,  I  fliould 
happen  to  utter  fome  f ruths  which  thofe 
Gentlemen,  who  have  thus  fallen  upon  me, 
do  not  much  care  to  hear;  I  hope  that  even 
in  the  midft  of  their  Refentments,  they 
will  pleafe  to  remember,  They  began  the 
Attack.  As  to  my  Readers,  I  am  far  from 
defiring  any  of  them  to  become  Parties,  or 
blindly  to  engage  in  my  particular  Quarrel  • 
If  any  of  them  have  done  me  the  Honour 
to  conceive  a  favourable  Opinion  of  me, 
whenever  it  fhall  appear  that  my  Complaints 
were  groundkfs,  or  that  I  have  prefumed 
to  affert  what  I  cannot  prove,  I  do  moft 
readily  grant,  that  they  ought  immediately 
to  give  me  up :  But  then,  till  this  does 

appear. 
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appear,  I  humbly  hope  they  will  continue 
to  put  a  charitable  and  candid  Interpreta- 
tion, both  upon  my  Words  and  Actions. 
I  beg  leave  to  repeat  once  again,  that 
while  I  am  openly  and  virulently  abufed, 
for  no  other  Reafon^  which  af fears  as  yet^ 
but  my  having  Petitioned  my  King,  which 
every  Englishman  has  a  Right  to  do,  I 
think  I  may  reafonably  hope,  that  every 
honefl  Man  in  England  muft  be  convinced, 
J  am  abufed  unjultly ;  and  that  if  once  it 
fhall  come  to  be  an  eftablifhed  Doftrine, 
That  It  is  Criminal  even  to  Petition  our 
King  again/}  one  of  his  Servants,  from  that 
Moment  our  Liberties  are  at  an  End. 
Machiavel,  in  his  Difcourfes  upon  the  firft 
Decade  of  Livy,  has  irnploy'd  one  whole 
Chapter  to  fhew,  that  It  is  abfolutely  m- 
ceJJ'ary  for  the  Confervation  of  any  St-ate 
that  any  Man  who  is  a  Subjeft  of  that  State^ 
may  be  fecurely  accujed.  Since  1  delivered 
my  Petition,  I  am  very  fenfible  in  how 
ticUifh  a  Situation  I  have  been,  and  yet  I 
humbly  truft,  that  I  have  done  nothing 
on  one  Side,  which  can  look  like  a  mean 
and  cowardly  deferting  my  Charge, 
nor  any  thing  on  the  other  Side,  which 
E  4  can 
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can  be  interpreted  into  a  bold  Intrufion 
upon  my  Prince,  or  faucily  prefuming 
to  prefcribe  a  fim  to  my  legal  and 
dread  Sovereign.  I  wtil  therefore  hope, 
that  my  Caufe,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  is 
fuch,  as  every  Man  of  Honour  and  Senfe 
may  venture  to  defend  without  a  Blulh. 

The  Aflertion,  that  I  appeal  to  the  Pub- 
lick  on  the  fame  Heads  I  have  petitioned 
his  Majefty,  is  falfe  in  Fad.  I  defy  my 
greateft  Enemies  to  prove,  that  I  have  as 
yet  communicated  the  Contents  of  that 
Memorial  I  delivered  to  his  Majefty  to  any 
other  Perfon,  and  much  lefs  to  the  Publick. 
fhatj  therefore  ftill  lies  before  a  proper 
Judge  ;  but  fince  I  have  been  fublickly 
abufed,  for  having  delivered  my  Memorial, 
I  muft  and  do  appeal  to  the  Publick, 
whether  or  no  I  do  really  deferve  all  that 
iU  Language,  and  thofe  fevere  Jwe&hesj 
which  upon  this  Occafion  have  been  fo 
plentifully  beftowed  upon  me, 

I  am  determined  to  anfwer  the  great 
Cleomenes  under  the  Charafter  he  himfelf  has 
affumed ;  I  ftall  talk  to  him  upon  Spartan 

Prin» 
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Principles,  and  as  one  educated  under  the 
Difeiplinc  of  Lycurgus.     If  my  addreffing 
myfelf  to  him  in  this  Manner,  ftiould,  in 
the  Opinion  of  his  Friends,  carry  an  Air 
of  Raillery,  they  will,  I  hope,  pleafe   to 
confider  that  their  Hero  Ihould  not  have 
taken  a  Wart  upon  him  he  is  unable  to 
fupport.     I  muft  confefs,    it  is  with   the 
utmoft  Indignation,   that  I  have  often  ob- 
ferved  fornc  of  the  greateft  Names  of  An- 
tiquity affumed  by  Men,  who  plainly  dif- 
cover  in  their  Writings,  that  they  are  very 
far  from  being  acquainted  with  the  Manners 
and  CuftomSy  the  Policy  or  Government  of 
the  Greeks  and  Romans.     Before  the  Statef- 
nien  of  this  Age^  take  the  Liberty  of  decking 
themfelves   with    fuch   Plumes,    I    fliould 
humbly  advife  them  to  obferve  the  Rules 
which  Horace  has  given  upon  another  Oc- 
cafion  ; 

Fbs  exemplar  la  Gr#ca 

Noffurna  verjate  manu  verjate  dlurnL 

And  again, 

Ferfate  dm  quidferre  recufent 

Joumeri 

A 
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A  Modern  Statefman,  who  prefents  him* 
fclf  to  the  Publick  under  the  Name  of  an 
antient  Hero  or  Philofopher,  may  properly 
be  faid  to  cloath  himfelf  with  the  Skin  of  a 
dead  Lyo£?  but  then  his  Honour  ought 
to  remember,  before  he  appears  thus  ac- 
coutred, that  this  Stratagem  was  not  for- 
merly very  fuccefsful  to  a  certain  Politician 
who  made  ufe  of  it. 

It  was  thought  among  the  Antients,  no 
leis  than  Sacrilege  to  rob  or  violate  the 
Sepulchres  of  the  Dead.  I  am  afraid  that 
the  ^Principles  on  which  we  aft  in  this 
Country  and  this  Slge^  are  almoft  direftly 
contrary  to  thofe  which  influenced  the 
Greeks  and  Romans ;  methinks,  .therefore, 
we  ought  not  to  make  fo  very  familiar 
with  thofe  illuftrious  Shades  ;  and  that 
while  we  are  Strangers  to  their  Virtues,  it 
is  a  Sort  of  Sacrilege  to  affume  their  Names. 
The  reigning  Pajfion  among  the  great  Men 
in  Greece  and  Itafyy  was  fheLove  of  Liber- 
ty and  their  Country.  In  thofe  Times,  no 
Man  was  efteemed  or  thought  Honourable, 
but  in  proportion  to  his  having  given  more 

or 
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or  lefs  Proofs  of  his  being  aftuated  by  this 
glorious  Pajfion.  Money  neither  purchafed 
Refutation  or  Refpeff.  The  Man  himfelf, 
and  not  his  Fortune,  was  always  confider'd. 
Epaminondas,  Arijlides,  PJoocion,  Philopa- 
men,  Poplicola,  Ghiintfius  Cincinnatiis, 
Menerims  dgrippa,  C.  Fabricius,  Emilias 
Papas,  and  Curim,  Men,  whofe  Names 
make  fo  great  a  Figure  in  Hiftory,  who 
difcharged  the  moft  important  Pofts  in  their 
refpedive  Countries,  who  were  fo  often 
Dictators, Confuls,  and  Generals  ;  Every  one 
of  thefe  real  Patriots,  hardly  faved  enough 
out  of  all  their  Triumphs  and  great  Trufts, 
to  pay  for  their  own  Funerals  ;  They  were 
moft  of  them  buried,  and  their  Children 
bred  up  and  married  at  the  Charge  of  the 
Publicfc.  It  is  literally  true,  that  the 
^Porter  of  a  certain  Statefman  now  living,  is 
worth  more  Money  than  all  thefe  great 
Men  put  together^  left  behind  them.  * 

Lycur- 

*  In  the  latter  Times  of  the  Commonwealth,  when 
Rome  became  Miftrefs  of  fo  large  a  Part  of  the  known 
World,  her  great  Men  began  to  take  more  care  of  their 
private  Fortunes.;  yet  even  in  thofe  Times,  they  were 
extreamly  moderate :  Paulus  Emilius,  who  conquer'd  all 
overthrew  the  Houfe  of  Alexander ,  led 

Perfeus 
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Lycurgusj  by  a  moft  mafterly  Stroke  of 
Policy,  found  a  Way  to  exterminate  the 
very  Dejire  of  Riches  among  the  Spartans : 
They  not  only  thought  it  the  moft  fcanda- 
lous  of  Crimes,  to  amafs  a  large  Eftate  in 
the  jjdminiftration  of  Publick  Affairs ;  but 
look'd  upon  it  as  a  Piece  of  Covetoufhefs, 
hardly  pardonable,  for  one  Man  to  poffefs 
more  Wealth  than  his  Neighbours,  tho'  it 
was  left  him  by  his  Anceftors,  and  had  been 

Perfeus  in  Triumph,  and  brought  fo  vaft  a  Quantity  of 
Money  into  the  Publick  Treafury^  that  the  Romans  (ac- 
cording to  Plutarch)  never  paid  any  Taxes  till  the  firft 
Year  of  the  War  between  Anthony  and  C#far ;  (that  is 
during  the  Space  of  One  hundred  and  Twenty-five 
Years)  I  fay,  Paulus  Emilius  left  no  greater  Eftate  among 
his  Children  than  Three  hundred  and  Seventy  thoufand 
Drachmas,  amounting  in  Englifb  Money  to  Eleven 
thoufand  Nine  hundred  Forty-feven  Pounds  Eighteen 
Shillings  and  Four  pence.  He  permitted  his  own  Sons^ 
who  had  behaved  with  the  utmoft  Gallantry  in  this  Expe- 
dition, and  were  great  Lovers  of  Learning,  to  take  no 
other  Part  of  all  the  Spoil,  but  the  Library  of  King 
Perfeus.  He  only  prefented  Tubero  his  Son-in-Laiu,  in 
Recompence  of  his  extraordinary  Valour,  with  a  Bowl, 
which  weighed  Five  Pounds;  and  Hiftory  tells  us,  that 
this  was  the  very  firft  Piece  of  Plate  that  was  ever  feen, 
in  the  Elian  Family. 

Scipio  Africanus  had  a  pretty  good  Paternal  Eflate  ; 
which  he  did  not,  indeed,  Impair  in  the  Service  of  his 
Country ;  but  he  very  truly  told  the  People  in  one  of 
his  Speeches,  That  he  had  got  nothing  but  a  Sirname  by 
driving  Hannibal  out  of  Italy,  and  adding  Africa  to  the 
Roman  Empire. 

honeftly 
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honeftly  acquired  :  Several  of  their  Kings 
and  moft  eminent  Citizens  freely  brought 
their  whole  Subftance  into  the  Publicfc 
Stock,  or  diftributed  their  private  Eftates 
among  their  Countrymen.  It  muft  be 
confefled,  that  Aftions  of  this  Kind,  were 
not  fo  common  in  other  Parts  of  Greece^ 
as  in  the  City  of  Sfarta-*  but  when  the 
Caufe  of  their  Country  demanded  their 
Affillance,  or  when  they  were  in  Hopes 
to  reftore  Liberty  to  any  other  City,  op- 
preffed  either  by  a  foreign  or  domeftick 
Tyrant,  there  was  fcarce  a  Man  who 
made  any  Figure  in  Greece^  who  was  not 
ready  to  embark  and  venture  his  whole 
Forcune  §  upon  fuch  an  Occafion. 

I  am 


*  Athens  was  the  Rival  of  Sparta,  and  was  almoft  con- 
ftantly  contending  with  her  which  fhould  be  the  Miftrefs 
of  Greece.  It  is  however  certain,  that  the  Athenians 
themielves  often  made  a  fort  of  tacit  Confeffion^  that  their 
Vertue  was  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Lacedemonians.  Even 
Clmon^  in  his  Orations  to  his  Countrymen,  when  he 
found  himfcif  obliged  to  reprimand  them  for  fome 
Piece  of  ill  Condud,  would  often  tell  them,  u  The 
"  Lacedemonians  would  not  do  thus." 

§  Many  Inftances  might  be  given  of  this  j  but  I  fliall 
only  mencion  Araius  of  Sicyon->  who,  foon  after  he  had, 
with  great  Hazard  and  Resolution,  freed  his  own  City 
from  the  Tyranny  of  Nicocle^  was  informed  that  Anti- 

gonus 
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I  am  afraid  this  Sort  of  Publick  Spirit  is 
fo  far  loft  in  the  prefent  Age,  that  fome  of 
our  greatefty?m/>£  Patriots  *  would  hardly 
be  perfuaded  to  leffen  their  own  private 
Fortunes,  though  they  were  affured  of  at- 
taining thofe  Ends  which  they  openly  pro- 
fefs  to  aim  at;  and  that  we  have  many  a 
Man  of  Fortune  among  us,  who,  while  he 
is  haranguing  in  Clubs,  and  other  Publick 


gonus  had,  by  Treachery,  flung  a  Garrifon  into  that 
famous  Citadel  feated  on  the  l^hmus^  which  united  the 
Continent  of  Greece  to  Yeloponnefusy  and  commanded  the 
City  of  Corinth.  He  refolved  immediately  at  all  Hazards, 
to  reftore  their  Liberty  td  the  Corinthians :  To  raife 
Money  for  this  Purpofe,  unknown  to  any  Man,  he 
pawn'd  his  own  Plate,  and  even  his  Wife's  Jewels ;  and 
did  all  this  to  carry  on  an  Enterprise  in  which  he  had  no 
manner  of  perfonal  Intereft,  and  was  fare  to  run  the 
greateft  Danger.  Such  was  the  Generofity  of  the  antient 
Grecians. 

*  The  Patriots  of  antient  Greece  and  Rome,  were 
never  wanting  in  A6ts  of  Generofity  and  'Benevolence 
towards  Mankind.  Cato>  when  an  Eftate  fell  to  him  by 
the  Death  of  a  Relation,  worth  no  lefs  than  an  Hundred 
Talents,  turn'd  it  all  into  ready  Money,  and  kept  this 
Sum  by  him  on  purpofe  to  accommodate  Men  of 
Merit  who  were  his  Friends  j  to  whom  he  made  no 
manner  of  Scruple  of  lending  it  without  Intereft ;  and 
even  to  ferve  fome  of  them,  fuffer'd  his  own  Land, 
and  Slaves,  to  be  mortgaged  to  the  Publick  Treafury. 
Cimon  of  Athens  (whom  we  fhall  mention  hereafter) 
went  ftill  farther }  and  innumerable  Inftances  might  be 
produced  of  the  fame  Kind. 

Aflem- 
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Aflemblies,  againft  the  flagrant  Corruption 
and  barefaced  Partialities  of  the  prefent 
Times,  would  hardly  be  content  to  keep 
an  Horfe^  a  Wench^  or  a  Footman^  lefs  than 
he  now  does,  upon  Condition  to  have 
every  Grievance  redrefs'd  which  he  daily 
complains  of  with  fo  much  Reafbn  and 
Eloquence  :  We  feem  to  be  fomewhat  in 
the  fame  Condition  in  which  the  Romans 
are  reprcfented,  when  they  were  lofing  all 
that  'Tower  and  Reputation^  which  the  Vir- 
tues of  their  Anceftors  had  acquired.  Ilk 
Tempore  duo  Maxima  Mala  Reipublicte  incu- 
buerunt  Luxuries  &  Avaritia.  j4t  that 
ftme  (fays  the  Hiftorian)  the  Common- 
wealth labour  d  under  the  twogreatejl  Plagues 
it  could  be  infejted  with>  LUXURY  and 
AVARICE.  The  Obfervation  is  fine:  Ava- 
rice  is  always  an  Lifatiable  fhirft  after 
Money ;  but  then  there  are  two  Sorts  of 
Jvarice  :  The  firjl  hoards  up  whatever  it 
can  feize  upon ;  The  latter  makes  it  flow 
through  all  the  Canals  which  Luxury  pre- 
fents :  This  Sort  of  Avarice  is  therefore 
very  confiftent,  even  with  the  higheft 
Luxury.  Either  of  theie  Kinds  of  Ava- 
rice,  is  infinitely  prejudicial  to  the  Publick: 
*  To 
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To  determine  which  is  nwft  fo,  might,  per- 
haps,  be  pretty  difficult. 
t 

I  am  far  from  undertaking  fo  romantick 
a  Task,  as  to  perfuade  my  Country-Men 
to  have  the  fame  Opinion  of  Money  with 
the  ancient  Spartans  ;  yet  I  muft  confcfs, 
that  I  would,  if  poflible,  convince  them, 
that  the  following  Maxim  is  as  true  and  as 
demonftrable,  as  that  Two  and  Two  make 
Four,  viz.  tfhat  there  neither  is,  nor  ever 
wasjuch  a  fhing  in  Nature ,  as  for  the  fame 
Man  to  be  Honeji  and  Avaritious.  What- 
ever therefore  may  be  a  Man's  Pretenjions, 
In  whatever  Shape  he  may  appear,  with 
whatever  Solemnity  in  his  Looks,  or  For- 
mality in  his  Habit,  I  would  humbly  ad- 
vife  them  carefully  to  examine  whether 
the  ^Plague-Spot  of  Avarice  be,  or  be  not, 
to  be  difcovered  upon  him.  If  it  be, 
they  may  reft  fully  allured,  that  there  is 
no  ff^ork  fo  dirty i  no  Job  fo  Jhameful,  but 
fuch  a  Man  is  always  ready  to  undertake, 
provided  only  he  may  be  faid  for  his 
Pains,  and  tolerably  affured  he  fhall  not 
be  difcovered.  Whenever  the  Heart  of 
a  Man  is  poifeffed  with  this  infatiable 

Thirft 
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Thirft  after  Money,  he  will  certainly  turn 
a  deaf  Ear  to  the  londeft  Galls  of  Honour^ 
Conjclence  or  Comfajjion,  if  ever  they  offer 
to  thwart  what  he  imagines  to  be  for  his 
Intereft. 

I  beg  leave,  once  again,  to  repeat,  that 
I  am  very  far  from  even  recommending  to 
my  Country-Men,  that  high  Contempt  for 
Wealth  which  the  antient  Spartans  ftiewed. 
We  are  a  Maritime  Wower,  and  a  trading 
Nation  ;  if  we  will  but  make  ufe  of  thofe 
Advantages  which  Providence  has  given 
us  over  our  Neighbours,  it  is  demonftra- 
ble,  that  we  muft  become  Mafters  of  a 
confiderable  Part  of  the  Wealth  of  the 
World  :  I  could  heartily  wifh  we  were  in 
Poffeffion  of  a  much  larger  Share  of  it 
than  we  are  at  prefent  ;  and  yet  at  the 
fame  time,  methinks,  I  would  have  an 
EngTMman  fcorn  to  do  any  thing  exceffive- 
ly  Wicked  and  Bafe,  even  tho'  he  might 
get  an  Eftate  by  it ;  I  would  likewife  have 
him,  whenever  he  became  Mafter  of  a 
Plentiful  Fortune,  make  fuch  an  Ufe  of  it, 
as  might  convince  the  World  he  was  not 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  Bleffing. 

F  But 
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But  though   I  do   not  think   that   the 
Spartan    Contempt    of  Wealth    is   either 
fuitable  to  the  Genius  of  the  prefent  Age, 
or  entirely  agreeable  to  the  Situation  and 
Conftitution  of  Great  Britain,  There  is  an- 
other Part  of  the  Spartan  Policy  which  no 
Government,  no  Nation  upon  Earth,  that 
would  be  either  Great  or  Happy ,  can  too 
clofely  imitate :  I  will  even  venture  to  add, 
that  every  Government  muft    be    either 
Powerful  or  Contemptible,  Fixed  or  Fludu- 
ating,    Scandalous  or  Honourable,   in  pro- 
portion as  it  either  approaches  nearer,  or  is 
more  diftant  from  this  Part  of  the  Spartan 
Conftitution :  What  I  mean,  is  the  infinite 
Care  which  the  Spartans  took  of  the  Edu- 
cation of  their  Touth,    of  diligently   ob- 
fcrving  which  way  their  Genius  and  Talents 
lay,  and  afterwards  of  putting  them  into 
fuch  Pofts,  Civil  or  Military,  without  any 
manner  ofRefpetf  to  their  Birth  or  Quality ^ 
as  might  make  thofe  Talents,  which  Pro- 
vidence had  given  them,  moft  ferviceable 
to  the  Commonwealth. 


The 

~i 
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The  Spartan  Education  was  defervedly 
famous  throughout  all  Greece^  and  even  in 
other  Countries  ;  *  The  Manner  of  it  was 
thus  :  In  Sparta  no  Boy  was  educated  after 
the  particular  Fancy  of  his  own  Parents, 
nor  was  their  Partiality  fuffer'd  to  determine 
what  their  Son  was  ft  for  :  Every  Male 
Child  in  Sparta  was  looked  upon  as  a 

Trea- 


*  Pyrrhus,  at  the  Requeft  of  Cleonymus  King  of 
Sparta,  a  weak  Prince  whom  the  Lacedemonians  had 
depofed,  for  endeavouring  to  make  himfelf  Abfolute, 
marched  againft  Sparta.  He  promifed  Cleonymus  that  he 
would  reftore  him  to  his  Throne;  but  in  reality  re- 
folved  to  conquer  all  Pelopomiefus  for  himfelf ,  and  fell 
into  that  Country  at  the  Head  of  a  powerful  Army : 
The  Lacedemonian  AmbafTadors,  who  were  fent  to  know 
what  he  meant  by  this  Proceeding,  found  him  at 
Megalopolis  ;  Pyrrhus  affured  them  that  he  only  appeared 
in  Greece,  followed  by  his  Army,  as  a  Champion  in  the 
Caufe  of  Liberty  ;  that  he  was  determined  to  reftore  all 
thofe  Cities  to  their  Freedom  which  Antigonus  had  en- 
flaved ,  but  that  he  was  fo  far  from  defigning  any  Injury 
to  the  Lacedemonians,  that  if  he  might  be  permitted, 
he  refolved  to  fend  his  own  Sons  to  Sparta,  being  very 
fenfible  that  if  they  might  receive  their  Education  in  that 
llluftrious  School,  and  be  brought  up  in  the  Manners  and 
Discipline  of  the  Lacedemonians,  they  would  have  an 
infinite  Advantage  over  all  other  Kings,  be  a  real 
Ble fling  to  their  Subjects,  and  confequently  become  the 
moft  renowned  Princes  in  all  the  World.  The  Spartans 
knowing  themfelves  to  be  juflly  Famous  in  all  Countries 
for  the  Education  of  their  Touth,  could  not  but  believe 
him  j  nor  would  be  perfuaded  that  Pyrrhus  was  their 
F  2  Enemy, 
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Trcafurc  which  the  Publick  had  an  un- 
4oubted  Right  to  j  That  no  great  Genius 
might  be  loft,  either  for  want  of  being 
obftrwdj  or  properly  aflifted,  all  Boys  were 
educated  alike.  $o?ne  of  the  wifeft  and 
oldeft  Men  in  the  City  made  it  their  par- 
ticular Bufinefs  almoft  daily  to  vifit  the 
Publicjc  Schools,  and  to  obferve  what 
Progrefs  every  Youth  made  in  his  Learning 
aad  his  Exercifes.  The  Boys  were  fome- 
tiiiies  drawn  out  Naked  before  them,  that 
they  might  the  better  judge  of  the  Propor- 
tion pf  their  Limbs,  and  Strength  of  their 
Bodies:  They  often  raifed  Difputes  and 
Quarrels  purpofely  among  them,  and  fet 
them  together  by  the  Ears,  that  they 


Enemy,  till  he  had  actually  enter  d  %jacoma.y  and  began 
co  plif»der  and  <wafte  all  the  Country  :  By  this  Piece  of 
fcavdahus  Piffimulation,  which  ft  ill  remains  the  moft 
notorious  Blemifk  in  the  whole  Character  of  this 
great  General,  and  for  which  all  his  own  Wit  could  not 
afterwards  find  a  plaufhk  Excufey  he  found  the  City 
of  Sparta  in  fo  defencelefs  a  Condition,  that  all  Greece 
looked  upon  it  as  loft. 

The  L&cedemojtian  Education  was  in  fo  high  Repute 
even  at  Athens^  that  Phocion  himfelf,  and  feveral  other 
Athenians-)  fent  their  Sons  to  Sparta,  to  reform  their 
Manners-^  and  Simonides  gives  the  City  of  Sparta  the 
remarkable  Epithet  of  &AiM,<np.Gej\®'>  The  Tamer  of 

might 
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might  fee  in  what  nfianirer,  whether  with 
his  Tongue  or  his  Fiji,  by  Strdf&gem  or  by 
Force,  every  Boy  would  defend  his  Pro- 
perty, or  maintain  his  Pretenfions.  From 
his  particular  Manner  of  Behaviour,  they 
formed  a  Judgment  in  what  fort  of  Poft  he 
might  be  moft  ferviceable  to  the  Ptiblick, 
and  when  he  came  to  be  a  Man,  he  was 
difpofed  of  accordingly.  My  Readers 
muft  colled  from  this  Account,  that  at 
Sparta,  Real  Merit,  and  the  proper  Ghtalifi- 
cations  to  difcharge  a  Poft,  were  the  only 
e/e  final  Means  to  obtain  one  ;  and  it  is  very 
certain,  that  among  this  wife  and  virtuous 
People,  nothing  would  have  appeared  fo 
won/irons  or  fo  heinous  a  Crime  againft  the 
Commonwealth,  as  for  any  Man  to  have 
attempted  to  buy  or  to  have  expofed  to  Sale 
in  the  Government. 


It  would  have  been  thought  no  lefs 
Scandalous,  if  any  Spartan,  who  was  really 
qualified  for  a  Poft  himfelf,  fhould  have 
made  ufe  of  that  In-tereft  which  his  Station 
gave  him,  to  introduce  all  his  own  Relations, 
however  wortk/efs,  into  Places  of  ^Power  or 
Profit  }  fince  fuch  a  Proceeding  would 
F  3  have 
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have  rendered  them  not  only  a  conjlant 
Charge,  but  a  conflant  Dlfgrace  to  the 
Commonwealth.  * 

•    6; 

•<     v    ^j  -rft, 

It  was  this  moft  excellent  Difcipline,  and 
a  ftrift  Obfervation  of  the  Rule  above- 
mentioned  ,  which  made  the  Spartan 
Government  laft  almoft  Eight  hundred 


*  Every  private  Spartan  feemed  to  be  fo  thoroughly 
fenfible,  hownecejfary  it  was  for  the  Good  of  his  Country  -, 
that  all  Places  fhould  be  given  to  thofe  Men  who  had 
the  moft  Merit,  that  one  Pedaretus  having  loft  a  Pofl 
of  Honour^  for  which  he  was  a  Candidate,  and  into 
which  three  Hundred  other  Spartans  were  chofe,  re- 
turn'd  to  his  Houfe  tranfported  with  Joy;  and  being 
ask'd  by  fome  of  his  Neighbours  what  was  the  Occa- 
fion  of  fo  much  unufual  Gayety,  I  am  infinitely  pleafed 
(fays  he)  to  find  that  there  are  in  Sparta  at  leafl  three 
Hundred  better  Men  than  myfelf.  The  Spartan's  Notion 
in  this  Particular,  was  the  fame  with  that  of  Pittacusy 
one  of  the  Seven  Wife  Men  of  Greece^  who,  at  the 
celebrated  Entertainment  made  by  Periander^  where  all 
thofe  Sages  were  prefent  j  being  ask'd  What  Form  of 
Government  he  conceived  to  be  the  befl  and  moft  perfect  ? 
replied.  That  Government  in  which  all  Pofts  of  Honour 
or  Proft  are  given  to  Men  of  the  moft  Merit,  and  fuch 
as  are  be  ft  qualified  to  difcharge  them.  This  Anfwer  of 
the  Sage  s  was  highly  applauded  at  that  time  by  the  iilu 


ftrious  Company,    and    thought  truly  worthy  to   b$ 
tranfrnitted  to  Pofterity. 

Tears 
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Tears  *  from  the  Time  it  was  firft  founded 
by  Lycurgus,  Five  hundred  Years  of  which 
time  the  Lacedemonians  were  the  Mafters  of 
Greece ;  Nothing  could  withftand  the  Force 
of  their  Arms,  and  the  City  of  Sparta  fell 
at  laft,  only  becaufe  fhe  extended  her 
Conquefts  too  far,  and  grafped  at  a  little 
too  much :  §  She  fell  like  Rome  ftriftly 
fpeaking,  Suis  virtus,  by  her  own  Wight 
and  Strength  ;  it  being  often  true  with  re- 
lation to  a  State,  that  If/a  meet  moles  ;  yet 
when  the  Ach&ans  and  Megalopolitans, 


*  Cicero  in  one  of /iis  Orations,  obferves,  that  the 
'Lacedemonians  were  the  only  People  in  the  Worldj 
who  had  kept  their  Difcipline  and  their  Laws  facred  and 
unalterable  for  fo  great  a  Number  of  Years.  Soli  toto 
orbetcrrarum  Septingentos  jam  annos  amplius  urns  moribus 
&  nun(juam  mutatis  legibus  ivifuunt.  Cic. 

§  The  'Lacedemonians  in  this  RefpecT:,  aded  contrary 
to  the  Policy  of  Lycuigus.  It  is  evident,  that  though 
the  Defign  of  that  Lawgiver  was  to  render  Sparta,  in- 
vincible, yet  that  he  never  intended  fhe  fhould  make 
Conquefts  upon  the  Continent  of  Greece^  and  much  lefs 
that  me  mould  fend  her  Victorious  Armies  into  the  Perfian 
Empire.  Lycurgus  was  fo  much  afraid  of  having  the 
Spartan  Manners  corrupted  by  the  Vices  and  Luxury 
of  their  Neighbours,  that  though  Lacoma  was  very  well 
lituated  for  Shipping,  he  exprefly  forbad  his  Spartans 
to  have  any  Trade  or  Commerce  with  other  Nations. 
They  obferved  this  Injundlon  for  fome  Ages ;  nor  ever 
aimed  at  acquiring  the  'Dominion  of  the  Sea^  till  after  the 
De  e  t  of  Xerxes. 

F  4  her 
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her  implacable  Enemies,  had  at  laft  got 
her  down,  fo  much  were  they  apprehenfive, 
that  fliould  Ihe  retain  her  own  Laws  and 
Manners,  Ihe  would  fodn  recover  her  for- 
mer Strength ;  fo  greatly  did  they  fear 
her  Youth,  who  were  growing  up  and  edu- 
cated under  the  old  Spartan  Difcipline, 
that  they  could  never  think  thimfelves 
fecure,  till  they  had  obliged  her,  by 
downright  Force,  utterly  to  abolifh  the 
Laws  of  Lycurgus,  and  to  educate  her 
Youth  like  other  Grecian  Cities :  This  was 
called,  with  great  Propriety,  Cutting  the 
Sinews  of  the  Spartan  Commonwealth  ;  and 
is  juftly  branded  by  all  Writers,  as  one  of 
the  moft  cruel  and  inhuman  Actions  we 
find  any  where  recorded  in  Hiftory :  And 
iiirely  nothing  can  be  a  greater  Proof  of 
the  Excellency  of  Lycurgus' s  Inftitutions, 
or  of  the  found  Policy  upon  which  his 
Laws  were  founded,  than  this  Dread  which 
the  neighbouring  States  had  conceived  of 
Sparta,  while  fhe  kept  up  to  that  Difcipline 
which  he  had  eftabliflied  :  A  Difcipline  fo 
highly  admired  by  the  Antients,  that  ^Platc, 
Diogenes,  Zeno,  Plutarch,  and,  in  a  Word, 
almoft  every  Author  who  has  wrote  upon 

Govern- 
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Government,  has  looked  upon  that  Form 
of  it  eftablifhed  by  Lycurgus,  to  have  been 
the  moft  perfect  and  compleat ;  and  has  ac- 
cordingly taken  it  for  his  own  Model  :  But 
as  I  defign  in  thefe  Sheets  to  give  my  Readers 
fome  Idea  of  the  Sfartan  Conftitution,  it 
would  not  be  fair,  if  I  fhould  conceal 
from  them  the  ftrongeft  Objections  that 
have  been  made  to  feveral  Parts  of  it. 

Two  Things  have  been  more  efpecially 
cenfured  in  the  Inftitutions  of  Lycurgus, 
and  I  fhall  fay  fomething  to  each  of  them. 
Several  learned  Divines  have  fallen  upon 
him  with  great  Severity,  for  having  ftriftly 
commanded,  by  one  of  his  Laws,  That  all 
Children  who  were  born  with  any  vifible 
Defeff  or  Deformity  in  their  Limbs,  fhould 
be  immediately  flung  out  into  the  Fields, 
or  put  to  Death. 

Lyctirgiis  was  of  Opinion,  that  fuc.h 
Children  would  never  be  fit  for  Soldiers, 
and  that  the  Wcaknejs  and  Deformity  of 
their  Bodies  would  foon  extend  to  their 
Minds,  and  create  in  them  fo  much  Envy 
and  ///  Will  towards  the  reft  of  their  Fellow- 
Citizens,  as  would  make  them  ready  to  com- 
mit 
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mit  the  moft  bafe  and  villainous  Adions.  He 
was  likewife  apprehenfive,  that  deformed 
*Perfons  might  propagate  a  Race  like  them- 
felves^  and  that  the  yery  Sight  of  fuch 
Perfbns,  iriuft  be  highly  Prejudicial  to 
pregnant  Women,  and  frequently  occafion 
monjlrous  Births.  For  thefe  Reafons  Ly- 
curgus  ordered  fuch  Infants  to  be  flain, 
whofe  Lives  he  imagined,  if  they  were 
fuflered  to  grow  up,  would  be  burthen- 
feme  to  them/elves  and  hitrtful  to  the 
Commonwealth.  I  am  not  fure,  that  a  Law 
of  this  kind  was  in  Force  in  any  other 
Part  of  Greece  befides  Sfarta^  and  yet 
Dryden,  who  was  pretty  well  verfed  in 
the  Cuftoms  of  the  Antients,  feems  to  in- 
timate, that  there  was  Ibmething  like  it  in 
'Thebes;  when  in  his  OEdipus  he  makes 
Eurydice  fay  to  Creon,  even  though  he  was 
Brother  to  the  Queen, 


Nature  herfelf  Jlorunk  back  when  thou  wert 
And  cryd)  The  Work's  not  mine  -  — 
fbe  Midwife  flood  agbaft',  and  when  floe  faw 
^^Mountain-Back,  and  thy  diftorted  Legs, 
fby  Faceitfelf, 

Half  minted  with  the  Royal  Stamp  of  Man, 
Andbtlfoercome  with  Bsafl^  flood  doubting  /<?»£, 
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Wbofe  Right  in  thee  were  more  : 

And  knew  not  if  To  burn  thee  in  the  Flames, 

Were  not  the  holier  Work. 

The  fame  Lady  tells  the  fame  Creon  fbon 
after,  that  the  Deformity  of  his  Perfen  was 
but  a  Type  of  the  Deformity  of  his  Mindj 
and  even  that  the  Jirfl  of  them  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  latter. 

fby  crooked  Mind  within,  lunch*  d  out  thy  Back, 
And  wander  d  in  thy  Limbs  : 

After  thefe  Words,  flic  immediately 
adds, 

'  2b  thy  own  Kind 

Make  Love,  if  thou  can  ft  find  it  in  the  World-, 
And  feek  not  from  our  Sex  toraife  an  Off-fpring, 
Which  mingled  with  the  reft  would  tempt  the  Gods 
fo  cut  off  Human  Kind. 


after  having  defcribed  the 
formity  of  Tkerftes's  Qerfon,  leems  to  make 
a  burning  and  implacable  Envy  towards  every 
thing  that  was  Excellent  or  Pratfe-worthy^ 
to  be  a  fort  of  natural  Con/equence  of  fuch 
his  Deformity. 

Dryden 
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-ftrydin  defcribes  Creon  above-mentioned, 
(and  I  am  afraid  he  copies  too  truly  after 
Nature  in  this  Particular)  full  of  the  blackejt 
thoughts  i  confcious  that  he  is  a  Fillain, 
and  yet  ftill  perfifting  in  his  Wickednejs : 
He  lays  in  one  of  his  Soliloquies, 

'fis  true,  I  am 

Wbat  Jhe  las  told  me,  an  Offence  to  Sight  : 
My  Body  opens  inward  to  my  Soul, 
And  lets  in  Day,  to  make  my  Vices  fcen, 
By  all  difcerning  Eyes. 

In  another  Scene,  the  fame  Creon  vainly 
wifhes,  that  he  could  breath  his  Soul  into, 
another  Man's  £ody9  till  at  laft  in  a  Fit  of 
Rage  and  De/fair,  he  runs  into  downright 
Ehffhemy  and  Prophanenefiy  and  tells  the 
Gods,  that  fince  they  did  not  think  fit  to 
form  him  after  their  Image,  he  wifhes  he 
could    make  them  after   his  own.     What 
Notion  we  of  this  Ifland  have  of  deformed 
Qerfonsj    appears   pretty    plainly   by   our 
common   Enghjb  Proverb,  £eware  of  him 
whom  God  hath  marked-,  and  it  is  very  ob- 
fervablc,  that  becaufe  Richard  the  Third 
was  a  Monfter  of   Ingratitude  and  Perfi- 
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y  the  common  People  fancied  he 
muft  have  had  a  Hump~Back^  and  ac- 
cordingly diftinguifhed  him  by  the  Title 
of  Crook-Back* d  Richard,  though  for  any 
thing  that  appears  in  Hiftory,  his  Majefty 
was  as  ftrait  in  the  Shoulders  as  any  of  his 
Subjects.  It  muft  however  be  confefs'd, 
that  there  has  been  now  and  then,  an  In- 
ftance  of  a  Great  and  Generous  Soul,  which 
though  it  has  been  flint  up  in  a  wretched 
and  deforced  Carcafs,  has  retained  a  Bern- 
vvlence  towards  the  human  Species.  j^EJop 
is  a  remarkable  Example  of  what  I  am 
laying :  The  whole  Life  of  that  moft  ex- 
cellent Perfpn,  notwithftanding  his  mean 
Birth  and  frightful  Figure,  was  employed 
for  the  Benefit  and  Service  of  Mankind. 
We  are  told,  that  he  repaid  the  Cruelties 
of  his  Mafter  Xanthus  with  the  moft  faith- 
ful and  beneficial  Services ;  That  he  pre- 
ferved  his  Native  Country  Samosy  when 
Cr&fus  had  determined  to  deftroy  it ;  and 
laftly,  that  he  was  fo  far  from  thirfting 
after  a  mean  Revenge  for  the  Injuries  he 
received,  that  when  Eunus  his  adopted 
Son,  had,  with  the  blackeft  Ingratitude, 
made  an  Attempt  upon  his  Life,  &fop 

not 
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not  only   forgave  the  intended  Parricide, 
but  preserved  the  Perfbn  who  would  have 
murdered   him,    from   the  Punifhment   he 
muft   otherwife   have  buffered,   and  took 
him  again  into  his  Favour.     I  ought  not 
however,    perhaps,   to    omit   mentioning, 
that  Dr.  Eently  has  endeavoured  to  prove, 
thaty£/0/s  Deformity  is  a  meer  Fiffiony 
and  that  this  divine  Writer  was  really  a 
comely  and  a   clean-limb' d  Man  :  Whatever 
jEfop  was  in  his  Perjony  Lycurgus's  Notion 
of  deform' d  People  is  generally  true,  and  is 
moft  certainly  founded  upon  Nature.     The 
beft-humour'd  Man  alive  can  hardly  ima- 
gine, how  fevere  a  Trial  it  would  be  of 
his  good  Nature,  if  his  Soul  was  cafed  in 
a  Body,  whofe  Deformity  attracted  all  Eyes 
diftinguifhed  him   from    the   Re/}  of   his 
Species,  and    debarred   him  from  fbme  of 
the  moft    elegant   Pleajures,    and   greateff 
SatisfaBions  in  human  Life. 

Another  thing  which  feveral  great  and 
good  Men  have  found  fault  with  in  the  In- 
ftitutions  tfLyfitrgusj  is,  His  Indulgence  to 
both  Sexes,  in  Cafes  of  Love,  and  the 
Liberties  he  allowed  the  Spartan  Ladies  : 

Aripotk 
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Anftotle  in  his  Politicks,  when  he  is  ex- 
amining the  Spartan  Gonftitution,  feems  to 
condemn  their  Law-giver  upon  this  Head. 


j  who  had  nothing  fo  much  in 
View,  as  to  have  the  Commonwealth  of 
Sparta  compofed  of  Men  of  healthy  Bodies 
and  found  InUlh$s,  look'd  upon  it  as  a  fort 
of  Crime  againft  the  State,  to  prevent  two 
accomplilh'd  Perfons  of  different  Sexes,  who 
happened  to  like  one  another,  from  coming 
together  ;  becaufe  he  imagined  the  Com- 
merce between  them  would  probably  pro- 
duce fuch  a  Child,  as  might  one  Day  be 
an  Honour  and  a  Credit  to  the  City  of 
Sparta.  Horace  feems  to  be  pretty  much 
of  this  Opinion,  when  he  fays, 

Fortes  Creantur  fortibus  &  bonis: 
Eft  in  juvencis  eft  in  equis  patrum 
Fir  t  us  :  nee  imbellem  feroces 
tProgenerant  aquiltf  columlam. 


j4riftotk  himfelf,  if  I  am  not  much 
miftaken,  fays  fomewhere,  'Eg  dyx^Zv 
dya&fa  ;  and  acknowledges  in  another  Part 
of  his  Writings,  that  The  beft  Education 


can 
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can  do  nothing  more  than  Polifh  and  Im- 
prove what  the  Greeks  called  foytvuw  ;  that 
is,  A  good  natural  Difpofition.     A  Man  of 
Merit    in   Sparta,    if  Jie   law   a   married 
Woman,    who  made  a   ftrong  Impreffion 
upon  his  Fancy,    in  plain  Terms,   if  he 
fell  in  Love  with  her,  made  no  Scruple  to 
defire  her   Husband's   Leave    to  beget  a 
Child  upon  her,  and  fuch  a  Favour  was 
feldom  refufed.     However  odd   this  may 
feem  to  fome  of  my  Readers,  I  muft  ac- 
quaint them,  that  the  great  Cato  made  no 
Difficulty  to  grant  this  very  Favour  to  his 
Friend  Hortenjius,  who   happened  to  take 
a  liking  to  his  Wife  Martia,  though  Cato 
himfelf  loved  her  with  great  Tendernefs : 
But  this   Affair   was   carried   ftill  farther 
among   the  Lacedemonians :  If  a  Lady  in 
Sparta  found  flie  had  married  a  difagreeable 
Fellow,    fhe  ufually  fixed  her   Affections 
upon  fome  other  Man,  who  was  Matter 
of  thofe  Accomplifhments   her    Husband 
wanted,  and  took  care  to  let  her  Favourite 
know  the  good  Opinion  me  had  of  him. 
The  Commerce  between  them  was  efteem'd 
no  manner  of  Difgrace,  either  to  the  Lady 
herfelf,  or  the   Perfon  (he  had  chofen   to 

be 
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be  her   Gallant.      I  cannot   illuftrate  this 
better,  than  by  the  following  Story. 


isj  a  young  Lady  of  great  Quality  ^ 
Beattty  and  Merit)  was  married  to  Gleony- 
mus  King  of  Sparta,  a  weak  and  a  difagree-* 
able  Man  :  The  young  Lady  finding  her 
Husband  incapable  of  fiich  a  Paffion,  as 
flie  could  not  help  thinking  fhe  was  capable 
of  kindling  in  a  Man  of  Senfe  ;  foon  fixed 
her  Affections  upon  a  Perfon  named  j4cro~ 
tattts,  who  was  generally  thought  as  ac-> 
compliflied  a  Man  as  moft  in  Spartan 
The  Intreague  between  thefe  Lovers,  who 
thought  themfelves  perfeftly  happy  in  each 
other,  was  no  manner  of  Secret.  In  the 
mean  time  Ckonymus  was  weak  enough  to 
form  a  Defign,  to  fubvert  the  Spartan  Con-* 
ftitution,  and  make  himfelf  an  jlbjoltrte 
Prince  :  I  have  already  defcribed  him  to  be 
a  Perfon  not  very  proper  for  fuch  an  Enter- 
prize.  The  Lacedemonians  fbon  diicovered 
what  he  was  aiming  at,  and  immediately 
depofed  and  baniflied  him  :  In  this  Extre- 
mity he  fled  to  Pyrrhtts  King  of  Maccdon, 
and  implored  his  Affiffance,  for  the  Re- 
covery of  his  Throne^  PyrrkiSy  with  % 
G  feerefi 
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fecret  Intent,  to  get  Lacoma  for  himfelf, 
marched  to  Sparta,  accompanied  by  the  ba- 
nifhed  King,  and  at  the  Head  of  a  power- 
ful Army.  He  found  means  to  come  un-t 
expe&edly  upon  the  Lacedemonians,  while 
they  imagined  him  their  Friend,  and  were 
not  prepared  to  refift  him.  He  therefore 
thought  himfelf  very  fure  of  taking  Sparta 
by  AlTault,  a  Place  which  had  no  Walls,  * 
and  which  the  neighbouring  Cities  already 
look'd  upon  as  loft  ;  Jlcrotatus,  who  com- 
manded a  fmall  Body  of  300  Spartans, 
fought  now  not  only  for  his  Country,  but 
his  Mijlrefs,  and  gave  fignal  Proofs  of 
great  Prefence  of  Mind,  a  moft  dexte- 
rous Conduct,  and  an  undaunted  Courage. 
When  the  AfTault  was  over,  and  the  Ma- 
cedonians repulfed,  we  are  exprefly  told, 
That  the  Spartan  Ladies  (  though  not 
without  a  fmall  Spice  of  Envy)  univerfally 
Congratulated  Chelidonis  upon  the  excellent 
Judgment  flie  had  fhewn  in  her  Choice  of  a 
Lover }  while  the  old  Men  followed  Jcro- 


*  Lycurgus  would  fuffer  no  Walls  to  be  built  round 
Sparta ;  but  declared.  That  the  Valour  of  her  Inhabitants 
Ihould  make  her  Impregnable. 

tatus 
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tatus  through  the  Streets  of  Sparta,  crying 
out,  Go  on,  Acrotatus,  enjoy  Chelidonis, 
and  get  fne  Boys  for  the  Service  of  thy 
Country. 

Such  were  the  Sentiments  of  the  Lace-* 
dcemonians:  Adultery  was  a  Crime  unknown 
among  them,  upon  which  Head  an  antient 
Author  tells  this  Story. 

A  Lacedemonian,  whofe  Affairs  obliged 
him  to  go  out  of  Greece,  fell  into  fome 
Company  who  were  very  inquifitive  about 
the  Conftitution  of  Sparta ;  one  of  them 
among  other  Particulars,  defired  to  know 
What  was  the  Punifhment  for  Adulterers  ? 
The  Sfartan  readily  replied,  7hey  had  no 
Adulterers  m  Lacedsemon ;  but  upon  the 
Querift's  perfifting  to  know  in  what  Man- 
ner he  believed  an  Adulterer  would  be 
puniftied,  that  fhould  happen  to  be  de- 
teded  ?  /  believe^  fays  the  Sfartan,  our 
Senate  *  would  order  the  Criminal  to  give 

the 


The  'Lacedemonian  Senate  confifted  of  Twenty- 
eight^/*  Spartans,  eledcd  by  thePsofle.     TheEphori 
or  chief  Ma^f  rates  in  Sparta,  who  had   a  particular 
G  a  Eye 
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the  Perfon  he  had  injured,  a  Butt  with  a 
Neck  long  enough  to  ft  and  upon  the  Continent 
of  Greece,  and  drink  out  of  a  River  in 
Peloponnefus  :  Upon  thf  Inquifitive  Gen- 
tleman's feeming  to  apprehend,  that  it  was 
absolutely  impoffible  to  find  fuch  a  Bull ; 
«$»,  fays  the  Spartan,  Give  me  leave  to  tell 
you,  that  'tis  full  as  impojfibk  to  find  an 
Adulterer  in  Lacedsemon. 


olmuftnot,  however,  fufFer  my  Readers 
to  imagine,  there    was  any  fuch  thing   as 

ju       31  i  .MQ1   *>j/vrir*v>'.-   afcf'  g. 


. 

Eye  upon  the  Conduct  of  their  Kings,  were  fve  in 
Number  and  always  chofen  out  of  the  "Body  of  the 
Fcop/e.  The  Pover  of  theie  Magiftrates  was  very  Great  ; 
but  then  they  were  chofen  Annually.  We  fee  therefore, 
that  in  Sparta  there  was  the  Power  of  their  Kings,  the 
Power  of  their  Nobles  or  Senate,  and  the  Power  of  the 
People  or  Epborz.  In  like  manner,  among  the  Romans, 
there  was  the  Power  of  the  Confuh,  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Tributes  of  the  People  :  And  our  own  Conftitu- 
tion  confuts  of  our  |v#Jk  our  Lords  •,  and  our  Commons. 
I  think  I  might  afiert,  without  being  Partial  to  my 
Country,  that  if  a  few  Vaults  were  mended  in  the.Briti/b 
Conftitution,  or  rather,  if  a  few  Corruptions  and  Abufss 
which  have  crept  into  it  were  rooted  6ut,  it  wouM  be 
the  bcft  and  happieft  Conilitution  of  any  in  Europe.  It 
is  very  remarkable  that  JLriffiotk>  in  his  Treatife  of 
Politicks,  wrote  above  Two  thcufandYzws  fince,  after 
having  confidered  the  Advantages  and  Inconveniencies 
Of  a  Monarchy,  an  Arifocracy^  and  a  Democracy,  feems 
to  think  the  befl  Conftitution  might  be  formed  out  of 
thcfe  three  Sorts  of  Government  wifely  mixed  together. 
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open  Lewdnefs  tolerated  in  Sparta.  There 
was  not  a  City  in  the  World,  where  there 
were  fo  few  Signs  of  it.  By  the  Inltitu- 
tion  of  LycurgtiSy  it  was  reckoned  Scanda- 
lous, and  was  a  Sort  of  Crime ,  even  in  a 
married  Couple,  not  to  contrive  their 
Meetings,  when  the  Affair  was  Love,  in 
fuch  a  Manner,  that  not  one  of  the 
Family,  among  whom  they  lived,  might 
fuiped  their  being  together.  Dry  den,  in 
allufion  to  this  Cujiom,  makes  his  Spartan 
Hero  give  the  following  Account  of  his 
begetting  his  favourite  Son,  who  was  put 
to  Death  while  a  Boy,  but  is  every  where 
defcribed  as  a  meer  Prodigy y  both  for  his 
Parts  and  his  Courage. 

— Stealing  Home, 

According  to  my  Country's  modeft  Ufe, 

J  found  my  JEgiatis  jttft  undrefl^ 

Wearying  the  Gods  with  Vows  for  my  Return  : 

My  Traniport  was  fo  great 3  /  could  not  ft  ay  j 

But  kifs'd,  and  took  ber  trembling  in  my  Amis^ 

And^  in  tbat  Fury  of  my  Love,  Jftamj*t 

fbis  Image  of  my  Soul. 

Thefe  Lines  are  the  more  beautiful,  as 

•tiiey  are  warranted  by  Hi  (lory.     We  ar£ 

G  3  told, 
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told,  that  Ckomnesj  in  the  Height  of  his 
Succefles,  ufed  fometimes  tojleal  Incognito 
to  Sparta,  and  pay  a  fliort  Vifit  to  his  be- 
loved  jEgiatis.  \  4f  % j^. 

'tyctirgusy  as  I  have  obferved,  found  out 
a  Method,  to  give  the  Air  of  a  conftant 
Intreagite  even  to  a  married  State  \  He 
imagined,  that  by  laying  Difficulties  in 
their  Way,  and  preventing  married  People 
from  enjoying  each  others  Company  as 
often  as  they  pleafed,  he  ftiould  be  able 
.to  keep  Defire  conftantly  alive,  and  make 
them  always  continue  in  the  happy  State  of 
Lovers ;  That  when  they  could  contrive  a 
Meeting,  they  would  come  together  with 
that  Ardour  and  Spirit,  which  he  con- 
ceived was  abfolutely  necefTary  to  form  a 
Child  worthy  to  be  a  Member  of  the 
Spartan  Republick  :  If  we  may  judge 
from  the  Figure  the  Lacedemonians  made  in 
Greece,  this  great  Law-giver  was  not  alto- 
gether miftaken  in  his  Politicks.  What  I 
have  here  mentioned,  is  perhaps,  an  higher 
Refinement  upon  the  Paifion  of  Love,  and 
a  greater  Piece  of  <PotitenefS)  than  any 
Cuftom  that  obtains  at  prefent  in  any  Part 
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of  Europe.  It  is  certain,  that  great  Num- 
bers of  married  People  become  contemptible 
in  the  Eyes  of  the  World^  and  dij agreeable 
to  each  other,  from  thole  conftant  and 
fhocking  Familiarities  which  every  Day 
pafs  between  them.  I  believe  I  may  ven- 
ture to  add,  that  their  mutual  Affections 
are  oftener  deftroyed  by  fuch  little  Offences 
againft  Decency  and  good  Manners,  as  they 
know  not  how  to  tell  one  another  of,  than 
by  ,any  flagrant  or  notorious  Faults  ;  and 
I  fhould  enlarge  a  little  more  upon  this 
Point,  if  I  had  not  already  handled  it  in 
the  5o6th  Paper  of  the  /th  Volume  of  the 
SPECTATORS.  * 

I  cannot,  however,  difmifs  the  Subjed 
without  taking  Notice  how  extreamly  De- 
licate, and  Circumfped  the  Grecians  in  ge- 
neral were  upon  the  Article  of  Marriage. 
When  a  Man  of  Quality  in  Greece  had  a 
Daughter  to  difpofe  of,  he  expected  that 
thofe  who  pretended  to  her,  Ihould  come 
and  live  with  him  for  fome  confiderable 


*  See  Page  1 24  in  the  yth  Volume  of  the  fmall  Edition 
of  the  Spectators. 

G  4  time 


, 


88        The  INTRODUCTION. 

time,  that  he  might  not  take  their  good  or 
ill  Qualities  upon  frujl,  or  meeiiy  from 
common  Fame ;  but  might  himfelf  be  a 
Witnefs  of  their  manned  of  Life,  and  en- 
abled by  narrowly  obferving  their  Gonduft 
upon  all  Occurrences,  to  form  a  right  Judg- 
ment of  their  feveral  Abilities  and  Inclina- 
tions :  In  purfuance  of  this  Cuftom,  Clifthe- 
ues,  who  reigned  in  Sicyon,  and  was  the 
richeft  Prince  in  all  Greece,  having  an  only 
Daughter  to  difpole  of,  had  thirteen  Grecian 
Gentlemen  who  refided  at  his  Court  for  a 
Twelvemonth  together,  and  every  one  of 
whom  had  Hopes  of  becoming  his  Son- 
in-Law.  There  was  one  among  them, 
who  in  all  Tournaments  and  Bodily  Exercifesj 
had  fo  much  the  Advantage  over  all  his 
llivals,  that  Clijllenes  had  fecretly  deter- 
mined to  give  him  his  Daughter ;  but 
happening  to  fee  him  one  Day  in  a  Dance 
do  ibmething  which  called  his  good  Breed- 
ing, and  confequently  his  good  Senfe  in 
•queftion,  Ciijlheries  immediately  altered  his 
Rcfolution,  and  gave  his  Daughter  to 
}f--*acks.'tf  Athens,  who  was  looked  upon 
ro  be  one  of  the  moft  accomplifhed  Men 
jh  a  City,  celebrated  for  her  Politenefa 
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throughout  all  Greece^  and  allowed  to  be 
the  great  Nurfery  of  Arts  and  Sciences. 
As  to  the  Twelve  unfuccefsful  Lovers^ 
Clifthenes  made  every  one  of  them  fuch  a 
Prefent  at  his  Departure,  that  he  had  no 
Reafon  to  complain  of  lofing  his  Time 
while  he  refided  at  the  Court  of  that  gene- 
rous Prince. 

After  all  I  may  feem  to  have  infinuated 
in  favour  of  Lycurgus,  for  having  com- 
manded that  all  Infauts  born  with  any  bodily 
Defeti^  fhould  be  put  to  Death ;  and  for 
his  having  given  an  Uncommon  Indulgence 
to  both  Sexes  in  Cafes  of  Love ;  I  fhall 
readily  allow,  that  tho'  his  Notions  on 
thefe  two  Points  may  be  agreeable  to  Human 
Policy^  they  are  not  intirely  conformable 
to  the  -Doffrine  of  Chri/tianity  :  But  then, 
tho*  I  hope  I  have  all  the  Refpecl:  which 
I  ought  to  have  for  the  Precepts  of  the 
Go/pel,  I  cannot  help  faying,  that  'tis 
methinks,  a  little  hard  the  Inftitutions  of 
Lycurgus  (hould  be  either  approved  or  con- 
demned, as  they  do  or  do  not  agree  with, 
a  Law,  which  was  not  Promulgated  till 
above  Nine  hundred  fears  after  £hc  Decealc 
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of  this  Illuftrious  Patriot :  A  Man  who 
had  fb  evidently  the  Honour  and  Good  of 
his  Cottntry  at  Heart,  and  was  fo  far  from 
confulting  his  own  Private  Inter  eft  ^  that  he 
refufed  to  accept  of  the  Crown  of  Laccd<#- 
mony  though  it  was  feveral  times  offered  to 
him  by  the  unanimous  Confent  of  the  Spar- 
tcws ;  and  tho'  he  was  prefled  to  take  it  in 
a  very  particular  Manner,  by  the  young 
Widow  of  their  deceafed  King  Polydefles. 

What  I  muft  confefi  feems  to  me  moft 
blameable  in  the  Difcipline  of  the  Spartans^ 
is  their  Cruelty  towards  the  poor  Heliotes 
(under  which  Name  they  comprehended 
all  their  Slaves)  and  which  I  will  not  fliock 
my  good-natur'd  Readers  with  an  Account 
of.  The  Spartans  chief  Pretence  for  treating 
thefe  Wretches  with  fo  much  Barbarity, 
was,  that  they  were  very  Numerous,  and 
might  otherwife  Revolt.  It  is  certain,  that 
fome  Authors  have  attributed  the  Treat- 
ment thefe  Hdiotes  met  with,  to  the  Infti- 
tutions  of  Lycurgus  ;  but  it  is  as  certain, 
that  others  of  equal  Authority  aflure  us, 
there  was  nothing  like  it  known  in  Lace- 
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damn  'till  many  Years  after  the  Death  of 
this  great  Law-giver. 

Having  faid  enough  of  thofe  Things  in 
the  Sfartan  Gonftitution,  which  feem  moft 
liable  to  Exception,  I  beg  leave  to  return 
to  the  Gonfideration  of  that  Maxim,  which 
I  am  humbly  of  Opinion  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferv'd  in  every  well-govern'd  State;  and 
to  the  Obfervance  of  which  the  Spartans 
feemed  chiefly  to  owe  all  their  Greatneis, 
viz.  tfkat  every  Pojl  of  Honour  or  Profit 
in  the  Commonwealth,  ought  to  be  made  the 
Reward  of  real  Merit. 

If  any  Modern  Politician  Ihould  take  it 
into  his  Head  that  this  Maxim,  however 
Excellent  in  it  felf,  cannot  poffibly  be  ob- 
ferved  in  fo  large  and  populous  a  King- 
dom as  Great  Britain ;  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form fuch  a  Politician,  that  at  this  very 
Time,  this  glorious  Maxim  is  moft  ftrictly 
followed  and  obferv'd  in  the  Largejl,  the 
moft  Populous,  and  the  left  Govern' d  Em- 
•  pire  in  all  the  World  :  I  mean  in  China. 
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The  Extent  of  this  Empire,  the  Num- 
ber of  its  Inhabitants,  the  Beauty  and 
Largenefs  of  its  Cities,*  and  its  prodigious 
Commerce  (according  to  the  Teftimony  of 
feveral  Authors  of  the  firft  Clafs,  and  of 
thofe  learned  Men  who  have  long  refided 
there  as  Miffionaries  )  are  almoft  in- 
credible. 

The  famous  Vojfiusy  in  his  Book  Vari- 
arum  Conjiderationum,  after  having  made 
feveral  Gueffes,  founded  upon  Hiftorical 
Fafts,  at  the  Extent  of  old  Rome,  and  the 
Number  of  its  Inhabitants,  proceeds  to 
calculate  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in 
moft  Countries.  He  gives  to  Spain  two 
Millions  of  People  ;  to  France  five  Millions  ; 
to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  two  Millions, 
and  to  the  Low  Countries  the  like  Number. 

He  proceeds  afterwards,  tomakeaGuefi 
at  the  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  China, 
and  is  of  Opinion,  that  when  the  Tartars 
broke  through  their  famous  Wall,  and  ea- 
terM  that  Empire,  it  muft  have  contained 
no  kfs  than  One  hundred  and  Seventy- 
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Millions  of  Inhabitants  :  That  their  Capital 
City  had  Twenty  Millions,  without  in- 
cluding the  Suburbs ;  but  that  taking  in 
the  Suburbs,  it  contained  more  Inhabitants 
than  all  Ettrofe. 

Though  Vojfiu/s  Book  was  publifh'd  at 
London  in  the  Year  1685,  and  tho*  fim 
and  fome  particular  Accident s^  have  vaftly 
increafed  the  Number  of  our  People  fince 
that  Year,  yet  I  think  it  may  be  proved, 
that  this  learned  Man's  Calculation  of  the 
Number  of  our  Inhabitants,  even  at  that 
Time,  was  much  too  low. 

If  we  fuppofe  one  Perfon  out  of  fhree 
and  Thirty  to  die,  within  the  Term  of  a 
Year,  which  is  according  to  the  common 
Calculation,  I  believe  it  will  be  found, 
that  we  have  at  prefent  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  above  Nine  hundred  Thoufand 
Souls. 

As  Vojjiufs  Calculation  was  therefore 
too  low  with  refpect  to  us,  it  may  very 
poflibly  have  been  too  high  with  refped 
to  the  CMneje  j  yet  according  to  the  moft 
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modeft  Accounts,  the  Empire  of  China 
has  two  Cities,  viz.  Nankin  and  <Pekittj 
one  of  which  is  four  Times,  and  the  other 
three  Times  as  big  as  London.  It  has  be- 
fides,  One  hundred  and  Fifty  Cities,  which 
the  Chinefe  call  Firft-rate  Cities,  every 
one  of  which  is  at  leaft  as  big  as  the  City 
of  Orleans  in  France.  The  Wall  which  a 
Chiuefe  Emperor  built  to  prevent  the  In- 
curfions  of  the  Tartars,  makes  a  Figure 
even  in  the  Map  of  the  World  :  It  is  com- 
puted to  be  at  leaft  Fifteen  hundred 
Leagues  in  Length ;  it  has  Towers  built 
at  proper  Diftances,  for  the  Reception  "of 
thofe  Soldiers  that  guard  it,  and  was  gene- 
rally garrifon'd  with  a  Million  of  Men. 

The  full  Extent  of  this  prodigious  Em- 
pire is  not  perhaps  as  yet  exadly  known  j 
but  though  I  cannot  come  up  to  Monfieur 
Pofliusj  I  do  verily  believe,  that  the  Em- 
pire of  China  doth  contain  more  Inhabitants 
than  all  Europe  put  together. 

Vojfins  thinks  that  they  very  much  excel 
the  European  Nations  in  Arts  and  Sciences^ 
and  that  though-  we  have  learn'd  feveral 
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valuable  Things  from  them,  yet  that  if 
they  would  but  be  good-natur'd  and  com- 
municative, they  could  teach  us  things 
which  are  ftill  more  valuable,  and  of 
which  we  are  wholly  ignorant. 

It  is  certain  they  had  Printing,  Gun- 
powder, and  Guns  among  them  long  before 
thofe  things  were  known  in  Europe.  A 
fick  Man  in  China,  when  he  fends  for  a 
Phyfician,  never  tells  him  his  Diftemper  ; 
the  Doctor,  after  having  felt  his  Patient's 
Pulfe  for  about  half  an  Hour  together,  in 
a  Manner  not  praftis'd  in  Europe,  feldom 
fails  of  gueffing  at  his  Malady,  and  telling 
him  every  particular  Diforder  that  he  has 
felt :  It  has,  I  think,  been  a  little  difputed, 
whether  the  Chimp  Doctors  are  altogether 
as  dexterous  at  curing  a  Diftemper,  as  at 
finding  it  out. 

But  the  great  Point  in  which  all  Authors, 
who  have  wrote  of  the  Chitiefe,  do  gene- 
rally agree  that  they  excel  all  other  People 
in,  is  the  jirt  of  Government  :  Even  the 
French  Writers,  notwithftanding  their  na- 
tural Love  for  their  own  Country,  not- 
withftanding 
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\vithftanding  the  Incenfe  which  they  are 
conftantly  offering  to  their  Grand  Monarch, 
areoblig'd  to  own  Ingenuoufly,  that  the 
Chinefe  do  excel  all  other  Nations  in  the 
Art  of  Government,  and  can  never  fuffi- 
ciently  admire  thofe  Political  Maxims  col- 
lected, methodized  and  commented  upon 
by  the  great  Confucius* 

Whether  the  French  would  own  thus 
much  or  no,  the  Thing  indeed  fpeaks  it 
lelf.  The  .Chinefe  Government  has  cer- 
tainly fubfifted  upon  thofe  excellent  Prin- 
ciples it  was  at  firft  founded,  about  Four 
thoufand  Five  hundred  Years.  The 
Chinefe  themfelves  fay  much  longer, 

One  of  the  moft  remarkable  Things  in 
the  Chinefe  Government,  is  this :  They 
have  no  fuch  thing  as  any  Honours  or  titles 
that  are  Hereditary. ;  they  efteem  it  the 
higheft  Abfurdity  to  pay  any  Refped  to  a 
worthlefs  Fellow,  becaufe  his  Father  was 
a  Man  of  Merit.  His  degenerating  from  a 
worthy  Anceftor,  makes  him,  in  the  Eyes 
of  the  Chinefe,  more  contemptible  than 
if  he  had  been  bom  of  the  ineaneft  Me* 

chaniek* 


INTRODUCTION. 

chanick.  No  Man  in  China  can  be  made  a 
Mandarine,  that  is,  a  Gentleman,  or  is 
capable  of  any  *Poft  in  the  Government,  who 
is  not  really  a  Man  of  ^r/j  and  Learning. 


The  Mandarines  are  chofen  once  a  Year 
at  the  Capital  City  of  China.  Thofe  who 
imagine  they  are  qualified,  and  offer  them* 
felves  to  be  elefted  into  this  Order,  which 
is  truly  Honourable,  are  examined  in  fo 
ftrid  a  Manner  as  would  not  be  credited, 
if  fo  many  Authors  did  not  agree  in  their 
Account  of  it. 

Every  Candidate  is  put  into  a  Cell  by 
himfelf  ;  this  Cell  is  carefully  guarded  Day 
and  Night  by  a  Number  of  Soldiers,  lb 
that  he  can  have  no  Affiftance  from  any 
Friend  in  thofe  Pieces  he  is  order'd  to 
compofe.  It  is  cxpeded  that  he  Ihould 
fliew  himfelf  a  Mailer  of  the  Mandarin 
Language,  of  the  Chinefe  Hiftory,  and  of 
the  Writings  of  Confucius.  It  is  likewife 
expe&ed,  that  he  fliould  be  able  to  draw 
up  any  Inftrument  or  Aft  of  State  ;  in  the 
writing  and  wording  of  which  the  Cbinefi 
are  extreamly  correft. 

H  The 
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The  Pieces  he  compofes,  to  prove  him- 
felf  a  Mafter  of  thefe  feveral  Parts  of 
Learning,  arc  fairly  and  impartially  ex- 
amined by  a  feled  Number  of  Mandarines^ 
at  the  Head  of  whom  the  Emperor  himfelf 
always  prcfides ;  and  the  Candidate  is 
either  rejetted  or  received  into  the  Number 
of  Mandarines,  as  he  is  found  to  be 
qualified. 

The  Language  which  the  Mandarines 
fpeak,  and  muft  be  Matters  of,  differs 
from  the  common  CKnefe^  and  is  much 
more  Elegant  and  Exfreffive.  The  Man- 
darines are  diftinguilhed  by  their  Habit 
from  all  other  Perfons ;  and  laftly,  from  the 
moft  deferving  of  .this  Body,  who  are  all 
Men  of  Parts  and  Learning,  the  Emperor 
chufes  thofe  whom  he  puts  into  the  moft 
coniiderable  Employments  Civil  or  Mili- 
tary. Out  of  thefe  Mandarines,  he  chufes 
Governors  for  the  Provinces  in  his  Empire, 
which  are  much  larger  than  moft 
doms  in  Eurof*. 
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Having  fhewn  that  Real  Merit  is  the 
only  Qualification  for  a  Poft  in  China ;  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  England  has  always 
made  a  Figure  in  Eurofe,  and  been  more 
or  lefs  ConftdtrabJe,  in  proportion  as  this 
Maxim  was  more  or  lefs  obferved  by  her 
Princes. 

The  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  is  beyond 
all  difpute,  the  moft  Jbining  Part  of  the 
British  Hiftory ;  but  what  Englishman  is 
there,  who  when  he  hears  the  Names  of 
*  Kawleighy  Wa]/tnghamy  Sidney,  Cecily 
Eacony  and  Hatton ;  of  Howard,  Drake* 
Hawkins  and  Forbijher  ;  of  Mountjoy, 
y  WillougUby  and  Hunfdon  $  of  7hrog- 
y  IVottony  Randolfy  Wickering)  Dale^ 
Fletchery  Norris  and  Killigrew  ^  with  fe- 
veral  others  who  might  be  added  to  this 
llluflrwus  Li/} ;  I  fay,  what  Engliflpm&n  is 


*  I  believe  this  ftiort  Lift  of  fome  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
Statefmen^  Admirals?  Generals^  and  Envoys  cannot  be 
match'd  in  -the  Reign  of  any  other  Englifo  Monarch  ; 
and  muft  fufficiendy  convince  any  Perfon  of  the  ex- 
cellent Judgment  and  uncommon  Penetration  of  that 
uaoft  renowmd  and  moft  beloved  Princefs* 

H  2  there, 
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there,  who  when  he  hears  thefe  Names, 
can  be  at  all  furprized,  that  his  Country 
was  fo  happy  at  Home^  under  the  Admini- 
ftration  of  this  excellent  Queen  ?  That  her 
Fleets  and  Armies  were  Victorious  ?  That 
in  all  her  foreign  Treaties  and  Negotiations, 
flie  was  too  hard  for  other  Princes  ?  or,  that 
during  her  Reign,  the  Eritifh  frade  was  fo 
vaftly  improved  in  all  its  feveral  Branches  ? 

'  '^1 
The  Perfon  who,  after  Queen  Elizabeth, 

overcame  the  greateft  Difficulties,  and 
whofe  Adions  are  the  nioft  furprizing  of 
any  mentioned  in  the  Englijh  Hiftory,  is 
Oliver  Cromwell. 

4i  -\\  riv&te  ' 

It  is  certain,,  that  Cromwell  ftucfc  at  no 
Wickednefs  to  arrive  at  fewer :  But  then 
it.  is  as  certain,  that  when  he  was  pof- 
fefled  of  it,  he  ufed  it  Nobly.  Few  Men 
have  ever  ftiewn  a  more  ardent  Zeal  for 
the  Honour  and  Reputation  of  their  Coun- 
try* or  a  greater  Difregard  for  the  private 
Intereft  of  their  own  Family.  I  never  yet 
met  with  any  Hiftory  that  fays  what  be- 
came of  his  Wife,  though  ihe  certainly 
furvived  him  5  and  'tis  well  known  that  he 

left 
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left  his  Children  but  very  moderate  For- 
tunes. 

This  extraordinary  Man,  after  having 
fubdued  Ireland  and  Scotland^  affumed  the 
fupreme  Power  over  Three  Kingdoms.  He 
immediately  made  himfelf  dreaded  and 
courted  by  all  the  States  in  Europe:  He 
reduced  Holland^  (Portugal  and  Denmark 
to  make  Peace  with  him,  on  fuch  Conditions 
as  he  thought  fit  to  give  them ;  and  obliged 
each  of  thofe  three  States  to  pay  him  a 
great  Sum  of  Money  at  the  Conclufon  of 
their  refpedivc  treaties.  He  extended  his 
Protection  in  the  moft  generous  and  effectual 
Manner  to  the  poor  Vaudois,  and  the  Pro- 
teftants  in  France.  He  made  feveral  Re- 
gulations at  Home,  which  my  Lord  Cla- 
rendon is  forced  to  confefs,  were  worthy  of 
better  fimes.  His  taking  Mardyke  and 
Dunkirk^  made  him  abfolutely  Matter  of 
both  Sides  of  the  Channel,  and,  in  Effe$y 
removed  France  to  a  convenient  Diftance 
from  England.  His  fcouring  the  Seas  of 
Pirates,  forcing  the  Algerines  to  reftore  all 
the  Prizes  they  had  taken,  and  burning  all 
the  Men  of  War  that  lay  in  the  Ports  of 
H  3  funis, 
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ftuus,  fecured  our  Trade,  and  made  our 
Merchant  Ships  reffetfed  in  every  Part  of 
the  Mediterranean  :  His  deftroying  the 
whole  Sfanifb  Plate-Fleet  of  an  ineftimable 
Value  at  Santa-Cruz,  rendered  the  Name 
of  an  Engli/h  Squadron  terrible  in  the  moft 
diftant  Parts  of  the  World ;  while  the 
Citizens  of  London  had  the  Pleafure  to  fee 
the  Spanijb  Bullion,  to  the  Value  of  feveral 
Millions 9  carried  in  Carts  to  the  Tower,  *  in 
order  to  be  coined. 

- :>;  -r>-;V",         ,/..',-•*  i 
Even  the  moft   unfuccefsful  of  all  hi$ 
Expeditions  was   of  no  finall  Advantage 


*  This  Action  at  Santa-Cruz,  gave  occafion  to  that 
celebrated  Poem  composed  by  Mr.  Waller  (who  was 
both  a  friend  and  a  Relation  of  the  Protestor's)  which 
begins, 

Now  fir  fome  Ages,  had  the  "Pride  of  Spain 
Made  the  Sun  foine  on  half  the  World  in  vain  ', 

At  the  Conclusion  of  this  Poem,  Mr.  Waller  very  art- 
fully exhorts  the  People  (who  were  highly  pleas'd  with 
the  late  Action)  to  make  the  Protettor  their  King-,  a 
Title  which  'tis  probable  he  was  well  aflured  Cromy*& 
had  a  mind  to  affume. 

Hit  contptring  Head  has  no  more  Room  for  Bays; 
Then  let  it  be,  as  the  glad  Nation  prays: 
Let  the  rich  Ore  forthwith  b$  melted  down, 
Jlndthe  State  fix'd,  by  making  him  a  Crown  : 
With  Ermin  clad,  and  Purple,  let  him  hold 
'A  Royal  Scepter,  made  of  SpaniihGold. 

i 
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Co  England;  had  Pen  and  Vendbles  followed 
their  Orders,  the  Spaniards  had  certainly- 
been  drove  out  of  Hlfpaniola  and  Cuba* 
The  <-Protetfor  fent  both  his  Admiral  and 
his  General  to  the  tfower  as  foon  as  they 
came  Home,  for  not  ailing  as  he  had  di- 
reded  j  and  yet  in  this  very  Expedition 
the  Engllfb  Nation  acquired  Jamaica,  the 
moft  valuable  of  all  their  Colonies,  and 
which  may  prove  of  infinite  Service  to 
them,  ihould  they  ever  happen  to  quarrel 
with  Spain. 

If  we  confider  that  Cromwell  did  all  thefe 
things  in  a  Reign  but  of  Five  Years  Four 
Months  and  Fourteen  Days,  while  the 
Royal  Party,  the  Presbyterians  and  Common- 
wealths-Men, were  all  confpiring  againft 
him  at  Home,  and  while  there  was  a  Prince 
Jbroadwho  wanted  neither Senfi  notCourage, 
and  had  the  Hereditary  Right  to  the  Crown 
of  England  in  him ;  I  fay,  if  we  confider 
all  thefe  Circumftances,  thejbort  Reign  of 
Cromwell  ftands  in  a  very  fair  Light. 

Mr.  Arch-Deacon  EcJoard,  though  it  is 

pretty  evident  he  is  no  great   Friend  of 

H  A  the 
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the  Proteftor's,  yet  when  all  thefe  glorious 
jjtfions  ftare  him  full  in  the  Face,  cannot 
help  crying  out,  His  publick  Character  is 
all  aver  WONDERFUL  wd  AMAZING  :  And 
yet  I  think,  that  another  Hiftorian  has  let 
us  pretty  well  into  the  real  Source  of  all 
thefe  great  Aftions  and  uncommon  Suc- 
cefles  :  He  tells  us  in  his  Character  of 
Cromwell,  That  No  Man  was  ever  better 
Jerved,  nor  took  more  Pains  to  be  fo  ;  that 
If  be  came  to  hear  of  a  Man  ft  for  his  Pur-> 
pofe,  though  everfo  obfeure,  hefentfor  him 
and  imflofd  him  ;  fuiting  the  Employment 
to  the&erfdnj  and  not  the  fyerfon  to  the 
Employment  ;  and  that  upon  this  Maxim  in 
his  Government,  depended  in  a  great  meafurc 
his  Succefs. 


The  Arch-Deacon  might  have  abated 
fome  Part  of  his  Wonder  and  Amazement^ 
if  he  had  but  remembered  what  he  had 
himfelf  before  told  us  of  the  Protedor  ; 
viz.  That  No  Man  fooner  difcover'd  the 
Talents  ofthofe  he  converfed  with  •  and  thap 
tfbere  was  not  one  Man  in  all  England,  that 
wasjingular  in  any  Art  or  Faculty,  that  was 
concealed  from  him.  If  Mr.  Arch-Deacon 
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had  ferioufly  refleded  how  great  a  Cka- 
raffer  he  has  here  given  the  Protedor  in  a 
few  Words ;  and  how  much  a  Prince  may 
do,  who  will  but  give  himfelf  the  trouble 
to  know  fuch  of  his  Subjeds  as  have  extra- 
ordinary Abilities^  and  to  employ  their 
feveral  Talents  for  his  own  Honour  and  the 
Service  of  his  People ;  I  fay,  if  the  Arch- 
Deacon  had  but  duely  confidered  how 
much  may  be  done  by  obferving  this  one 
Maxim,  he  would  have  found  that  Crom- 
well's  Adions,  great  as  they  are,  might 
have  been  performed  without  his  con- 
trading  a  ferfonal  Friendjhif  with  the 
*  Devil.  ! 

If  we  refled  upon  the  Charaders  of 
thofe  great  Men  who  compofed  Queen 
Elizabeth's  Miniftry,  who  by  tiatizCavncikj 

Fortitude^  or  Negotiations,  acquired  for 
their  Country  fo  many  fblid  and  real  Ad- 
vantages ;  how  much  muft  it  raife  our  In- 


*  Mr.  Arch-Deacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  "England^  has 
given  us  a  very  furprizing  Account,  of  an  Interview 
between  Cromwell  and  the  Devil  in  a  Wood  j  of  which 
it  feems  Colonel  Ltndfey  was  an  Eye-witnefs. 

dignatlon^ 
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JKgnationj  fhould  we  ever  fee  fome  of  the 

moft   worthkfs  of  Mankind,    pretend    to 

rank  themfelves  with  thofe  real  Patriots  ! 

And  yet  I  am  afraid  we  have  known  fome 

Pcrfons,  fince  the  Days  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 

who,  without  any  other   Merit,  than  re- 

ceiving Projeffs  for  New  7axes>  and  lay- 

ing the  moft  grievous  Loads  upon  their 

miferable  Fellow-Subje&s,    have,  had  the 

Jffurance  to  exfeft  and  take  from  their  un- 

happy Country,  more   immenfe  Sums  and 

extravagant  Honours^    than   the   left  and 

greatejt  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  Minifters  ever 

pretended  to. 

^i.ix>Ai*4%^: 

But  how  much  muft  it  provoke  any 
thinking  Man,  when  he  refleds  that  fome 
of  thefe  Modern  State/men  have  been  fo  far 
from  underftanding,  even  that  meanejl  Part 
of  Politicks,  to  which  they  have  wholly 
apply  'd  themfelves,  that  it  is  eafily  demon- 
ftrable  how  the  very  fame  Sums  might 
have  been  raifed  for  Publick  Service,  with 
the  fame  Advantage  to  the  Crown  ;  but 
with  much  more  Eafe  to  the  Country 
Gentleman^  the  Merchant  and  the  Farmer  / 


It 


INTRODUCTION.        107 


It  is   very  poffible,    that  Pofterity  may 

not  think   either  Ckomenes   or   me  worth 

their  Notice;    I    am   fenfible    that   molt 

People  would  even  now  imagine  a  Trea- 

tife,  extreamly  trifling,   which  ftiould  be 

wholly  wrote  upon  any   ferfonal  Contro- 

verjy  between  us  two.     In  order  therefore 

to  enliven  fo  dry  a  !kibje$,  I  have  already 

flung  fome  Things  into  thefe  Sheets  which 

may,  perhaps,  bear  being  read  by  People, 

who  can  have   no  manner  of  Concern  for 

what   becomes  of   either   of  us.     I  have 

Already  endeavoured  to  give  them  fome 

Notion  of  the  Policy  and   Sentiments  of 

the  antient  Greeks  and  Romans  :  They  will 

likewife  find  in  the  following  Letter,  fome 

Conliderations  upon  two   Subje&s   of  the 

utmoft  Importance,  viz.   upon   the  LOVE 

OF  OUR  COUNTRY,  and  upon  The  LIBERTY 

pF  THE  PRESS. 

Every  Native  of  Holland,  as  well  the 
Women  as  the  Meny  by  a  Principle  and 
National  j4jfe$ion,  which  can  never  be 
£00  much  admired  or  praifed,  glory  in  doing 

their 
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their  bcft  for  Fatkcr-Landt^  *  an  endearing 
and  noble  Exfreffton,  by  which  they  mean 
their  Country  ;  and  I  could  wifti  that  we 
would  vouchfafe  to  imitate  our  Neighbours 
the  Dutch,  at  leaft  in  this  Particular, 

I  have  endeavoured,  from  the  Example 
of  the  Lacedemonian  Ladies,  to  fhew  even 
theyi/V  &,r,  that  it  is  both  their  Duty  2nd 
their  Intereft,  to  have  a  hearty  Love  for 
their  Country  :  I  would,  methinfcs,  have 
the  moft  beautiful  Part  of  our  Species 
ftrongly  infpir'd  with  this  PaJJion^  as  I 
am  very  feniible  it  would  contribute  not 
a  little  to  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of 
Great  Britain.  The  World  need  not  be 
told  at  this  Time  of  Day,  how  great  is  the 
Power  of  Beauty.  Perhaps  a  natural 
Rcafon  might  be  given,  why  it  has  gene- 
jrally  had  the  .Jlrovgejt  Influence  upon  the 
grcateft  Men  :  Perhaps  thofe  very  Animal 
Spirits,  which  by  their  Finenefs  and  6)uan- 
tity,  are  the  immediate  Gaufe  of  Wi/dom, 


*  TTie  Dutch  Word,  Vatker-'Landty  is  more  elegant 
and  cxpreflive  than  the  LatinWord  Patriay  from  whence 
it  was  probably  taken  j  and  either  of  them  is  much  more 
figniricant,  than  our  Englijh  Word  Country. 
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JVit  and  Courage,  do  naturally  and  ftrongly 
incline  thofe  Men,  in  whom  they  refide, 
to  that  fofi  Pajpon,  which  few  of  them 
have  efcaped,  and  which  in  it  felf  is  no 
Fault.  One  of  the  beft  and  moftjudicious 
Writers  this  Nation  ever  produced,  has 
put  the  following  Lines  into  the  Mouth  of 
a  Man  who  was  both  an  Hero  and  a  PJol- 
lofofher. 

When  Loves  well  timd^  'tis  not  a  Fault  to  love ; 
<fbe  Strong,  tbe  Brave,  tbe  Virtuous,  and  tie 

Wife, 
Sink  in  tbe  fbft  Captivity  togetber. 

Addifbn'j  Cato. 

In  a  Word,  Hiftory  is  full  of  Examples, 
where  the  Fate  of  Kingdoms  and  Empires 
have  been  determined  by  bright  Eyes ; 
and  where  Men  have  done  either  the 
greateft  or  meaneft  Actions,  in  obedience 
to  the  Commands  of  their  Miftrefles.  The 
Beauty  of  my  fair  Country- Women,  has 
already  rendred  them  the  Wonder  and  Ad- 
miration of  all  the  European  Nations ;  how 
much  would  it  add  to  their  Charms,  if  we 
could  fee  their  Breafts  glowing  with  a 

fervent 
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fervent  Love  for  their  Country,  and 
hear  the  moft  generous  Sentiments  proceed 
from  the  Jaireft  Lips !  They  will  find  in 
the  following  Sheets,  that  the  State  of 
Laced#mon  was  formerly  preferved  by  the 
Gallantry  of  the  Spartan  Ladies. 


Rome  was  no  lefs  indebted  to  the  Virtue 
of  her  Matrons  ;  That  City,  which  became 
the  Miftrefs  of  the  World,  had  been  utter- 
ly deftroy'd,  and  laid  in  Aftics,  nor  had 
the  Names  of  Cato,  Brutus,  Scipio  and 
fompey  been  ever  heard  of,  had  not  Rome 
herfelf  been  preferved  by  the  Virtue  and 
Refblution  of  Roman  Ladies  :  The  Story  is 
Ib  much  to  the  Honour  of  their  Sex, 

that  I  cannot  polfibly  forbear  relating  it. 

j1*  L  '•••'•  ":i  ?  'to  '-:^h6<t 

r!'-  7  Y)  fa  T>fin  fiM  irrft 

F  Cams  Marcius  Coriolanus  was   of  a 
Patrician  Family  in  Rome,  and  had  given  , 

fcveral 

"  ' 


*  I  have  endeavoured  to  place  this  beautiful  Story 
in  its  full  Light  :  It  is  mentioned  by  every  Author  who 
has  wrote  ot  the  Roman  Affairs  at  the  Time  it  happen'd; 
the  Authors  who  have  been  moft  particular  in  their 
Account  of  it,  are  Dionjfftu  of  HaticarnafTus,  Livy  and 
Plutarch  i  each  of  thefe,  has  told  this  Story  his  own 
Way,  and  given  us  the  Speck  of  Coriolanus's  Mother. 

Ther<$ 
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feveral  Inftances  of  an  invincible  Courage 
in  the  Service  of  his  Country.  Soon  after 
he  was  of  an  Age  to  bear  Arms,  a  War 
broke  out  between  the  Romans  and  the 
yblfciansi  The  former  under  the  Command 
of  Comimus  their  Conful,  invefted  CortoH, 
the  chief  City  of  their  Enemies.  The 
Volfcians  had  at  that  Time  a  good  Army 
in  the  Field,  fb  that  the  Roman  Conful, 
to  avoid  being  befieged  in  his  Trenches, 
was  obliged  to  divide  his  Forces :  He 
marched  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  a  ftrong 
Body  to  fight  the  Volfcian  Army,  and  left 
the  Remainder  of  his  Forces  under  the 
Command  of  fitus  Larcius^  a  brave  Roman, 


There  cannot  be  a  more  exquifite  Pleafure,  to  a 
Perfon  of  a  refined  Tafte,  than  to  obferve  the  diffe- 
rent Manner  after  which  thefe  three  Authors  have  given 
us  the  Story  of  Coriolanus ;  and  if  a  Man  was  to  make 
a  Comparison  between  thefe  three  great  Hiftorians,  and 
to  conlider  each  of  their  Beauties  and  Defeffs,  he  could 
not  perhaps  do  it  better,  than  by  nicely  obferving  the 
Manner  in  which  each  of  them  has  told  this  Story,  and 
what  Circumflances  each  of  them  has  thought  moil 
proper  to  affect  his  Readers,  or  to  be  flung  into  Shades. 
The  three  Hiftorians  laft  mentioned,  differ  in  feveral 
Particulars,  which  are  not  at  all  material  to  my  prefent 
Defign :  I  have  taken  from  each  of  them  whatever  I 
thought  proper3  and  added  fome  Circumftances  from 
other  Writers. 


to 
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to  carry  on  the  Siege.  The  Garrifon  of 
Corioli  defpifing  now  the  fmall  Number  of 
their  Enemies,  made  a  brisk  Salley :  At 
firft  they  carried  all  before  them,  till 
coming  to  that  Quarter,  where  Cams 
Marcius  was  pofted,  they  found  themfelves 
ftopt  in  their  Carreer.  Marcius  charging 
them  at  the  Head  of  a  fmall  Party,  not 
only  cut  in  Pieces  luch  of  the  Volfiians 
as  had  already  enter'd  the  Roman  Trenches^ 
but  forced  their  whole  Body  to  retreat. 
Not  content  to  fee  thofe  Men  now  retire, 
who  were  fo  lately  Conquerors,  he  fell 
upon  their  Rear  and  drove  them  to  the 
very  Gates  of  their  City.  Thofe  who  had 
followed  him  thus  far,  now  fell  back  from 
the  Purfuit,  unable  to  fupport  that  mul- 
titude of  Darts  which  was  fliower'd  down 
upon  them  from  the  Walls  ;  when.Mzrar/j', 
who  was  remarkable  for  a  ftrong  and  clear 
Voice,  (which  Homer  juftly  reckons  amongft 
the  Accomplilhmentsof  a  General)  turning 
about  to  his  Men,  cried  out  to  them  with 
all  his  force,  tfkat  Fortune  hadfet  open  the 
Gates  of  Corioli,  not  to  Jheiter  the  Fan- 
gui/b'd,  but  to  receive  their  Conquerors. 
He  had  no  fooner  faid  this,  but  he  flung 

him- 
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liimfclf  in  at  the  Gate  amidftthe 
and  bore  along  with  the  Crowd  till  they 
all  together  enter'd  the  City  :  When  he  now 
look'd  about  him,  he  found  he  had  been 
followed  but  by  very  few  of  his  Friends; 
making  therefore  a  Virtue  of  a  Neceffity^ 
while  the  whole  Garrifon  of  the  Town 
fell  upon  him,  he  performed  fuch  Aftions  as 
are  hardly  credible,:  In  a  Word,  he  made 
good  the  Paflage  which  led  towards  the 
chief  Gate  of  me  Gity,  till  fittts  Larcms 
brought  up  the  reft  of  the  Romans^  and 
took  the  Place. 

Thus  was  Corioti  furprized>  almoft  by 
the  fingle  Courage  of  Marcius  ;  which 
the  Roman  Army  were  ib  fenfible  of,  that 
they  unanimoufly  voted  him  a  Tenth  Part 
of  all  the  Spoil.  *  Marcius  cduld  by  nd 

Means 


*  When  Coriolt  was  taken,  moft  of  the  Soldiers 
Were  intent  upon  plundering  the  City,  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  Cafes :  Marcius  was  highly  offended  at  their  Be- 
haviour, for  he  reflected  that  the  Conful  and  their 
Feilow  Citizens  might,  perhaps,  at  that  Very  Inftant? 
be  engaged  with  the  Volfian  Army.  He  prevail'd  at 
laft  with  a  few  generous  Men  to  quit  their  Share  of 
the  Plunder  ;  and  putting  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  thefe, 
marched  with  the  utmoft  Speed  to  the  ConfuFs  Army* 

f  befeech- 
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Means  be  perfuaded  to  accept  of  this 
Prcfent :  He  declared  he  had  done  nothing 
more  than  what  he  owed  to  his  Country ; 
and  that  he  would  accept  of  no  Reward 
-i 

befeeching  the  Gods  as  he  went  along,  that  he  might 
arrive  before  the  Fight  was  begun.  He  was  fortunate 
enough  to  come  up  with  the  Army  as  it  flood  in 
Battle  array,  and  while  the  Romans  were  making  their 
Verbal  Wills  in  the  Hearing  of  three  or  four  of  their 
Fellow  Soldiers,  as  they  generally  did  juft  before  an 
Engagement. 

Marclus  acquainted  them  that  Gorioli  was  taken,  and 
this  unexpe&ed  News  was  received  with  the  utmoft 
Joy,  and  a  general  Shout  of  the  whole  Army  :  He  then 
earneftly  befeeched  the  Conful  that  he  might  have  the 
Toft  of  Honour  in  the  Engagement  that  was  going  td 
begin ,  and  be  placed  directly  oppofite  to  the  Antiates, 
who  were  reckoned  the  braveft  Soldiers  among  the 
Volfcians.  Cominius  feeing  him  already  covered  all  over 
with  Blood  and  Sweat,  would  have  perfuaded  him  rather 
to  reft  and  refrefh  h'imfelf,  than  to  expofe  his  Perfon 
to  new  Dangers  :  Marcius  reply 'd,  That  Conquerors 
Jbould  never  he  weary ;  and  the  Conful  was  at  laft 
obliged  to  gratify  him.  The  two  Armies  joined  in 
Battle,  where  Marcius  gave  frefh  Proofs  of  the  higheft 
perfmal  Courage  j  and  contributed  not  a  little  to  that 
Victory  which  the  Romans  obtained  over  their  Enemies : 
Both  Dionyfius  of  HalicarnaJJuS)  and  Plutarch,  give  a 
full  and  particular  Account  of  thl^fecona1  Action  of 
Marcius\ ;  which  rightly  considered  in  all  its  Circum- 
ftances,  is  more  glorious  than  the  Firfl ;  notwithftand- 
ins  which,  Livy  pafe  it  over  in  Silence :  I  muft  own 

E  have  often  thought,  that  Lity  could  not  perfuade 
htmfelf  to  fpeak  too  well  of  a  Man,  who  appear'd  after- 
wards at  the  Head  of  a  Volfdan  Army  againft  his 

^untrv ;  and  though  fuch  Partiality  is  hardly  to  be 
juftified  in  an  Hiftorian,  'tis  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
R»ns*tt  Way  of  Thinking. 

to 
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to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Publick,    or  his 
Fellow  Soldiers. 

Cominlus  the  Conful,  equally  cfiarmecf 
with  his  Courage  and  Generofay,  turning 
to  the  Army,  Ifeey  fays  he,  Fellow  Soldiers, 
that  there  is  no  Way  of  forcing  our  dejigned 
Prefent  upon  Marcius  ;  but  let  us  at  leaji 
give  him  one  thing,  which  Is  Jo  feiltable  to 
the  Service  he  has  done,  that  he  cannot  re- 
jeft  if.  Let  us  fafs  a  Vote,  that  from  hence- 
forward his  Name  fhall  be  Coriolanus,  un- 
lefs  you  think  that  what  he  has  this  Day 
performed.  Is  already  more  than  fuffident  to 
give  him  an  undoubted  Right  to  that  fitle. 
This  Propofal  of  the  Conful's  was  received 
and  confirmed  with  the  loudeft  Acclama- 
tions of  the  Army,  and  the  Name  of 
Marcius  was  immediately  loft  in  that  of 
Coflolamis'*  * 


*  Eutropiut  having  probably  heard  that  the  City  of 
Corioli  was  taken  by  Marcius  (who  had  from  thence  the 
Name  of  Coriolanus)  makes  a  Miftake,  and  calls  hina 
Dux  Romanorum^  The  General  of  the  Romans ;  whereas 
it  is  certain  that  Martins  was  at  that  Time  only  an  In- 
ferior Officer. 


Some 
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Some  time  after  this,  a  Difpute  arofe 
at  Rome,  *  upon  which  the  City  was 
divided  :  Coriolanus  was  of  the  fame  Opi- 
nion with  the  Minority.  He  not  only 
gave  his  Vote  agreeable  to  his  Sentiments, 
but  ffoke  in  the  Senate-Hoiife,  with  great 
Force  and  Freedom  upon  this  Occafion. 
The  Party  he  oppos'd  were  Ib  provoked 
at  his  Behaviour,  that  with  much  ado, 
and  a  great  deal  of  unfair  Management^ 
they  got  a  Decree  pafled  for  his  being 
baniflied  :  As  foon  as  the  Sentence  wras 
declared,  Coriolanus  returning  Home, 
embraced  his  Mother  Tolumnia,  and  his 
Wife  Firgirta,  a  Lady  of  great  Beauty  and 
Virtue  :  While  thefe  tvvo  were  all  in  Tears 
and  fo  oppre'fled  with  Grief,  that  they 
could  hardly  fpeak  to  him,  Coriolanus 
(having  recommended  to  their  Care  his 
two  Infant  Children,  the  Eldeft  of  which 
was  but  Nine  Years  old)  haftened  to  one 
of  the  City  Gates,  where  a  great  Number 
of  the  moft  Eminent  Citizens  of  Rome 

ilwi    .*>iTfc    ^Jlm-.l,    7   • 

*  It  would  have  made  the  Story  too  long  to  have 
entered  into  the  Detail  of  this  Affair. 

attended 
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attended  him  :  His  Heart  was  too  full  of 
Rage  and  Rejtentment,  to  take  a  formal 
Le^ave  of  thefe  his  Friends.  He  left  the 
City  without  fpeaking  to  any  of  them; 
fully  determined  to  revenge  himfelf,  if 
poffible,  upon  his  ungrateful  Country. 

In  purfuance  of  this  Refolution,  he 
offered  his  Service  to  the  Fbttcianf-*  who 
not  only  received  him  with  open  Arms  j 
but  eleded  him  their  General. 

Conolanus  foon  perfuaded  them  to  break 
the  Truce  they  had  lately  made  with  the 
Romans,  and  marched  at  the  Head  of  their 
Army  to  the  City  of  Circ<£umy  a  Roman  Co- 
lony :  He  obliged  this  Place  to  furrender  at 
Dijcretion,  and  driving  out  all  the  Romans, 
delivered  it  up  to  the  rolfiidns :  From 
hence  he  fell  into  the  Country  of  the 
Latins,  and  took  by  AflTault  7>oknitmy 
Labicum  and  Pedum  :  Bola  made  a  gallant 
Refiftance,  repulfed  the  VolJ'cians  at  their 
firft  Aflault,  and  killed  a  great  Number 
of  their  Men :  Coriolanus  was  not  then 
prefent;  but  -hearing  of  the  Difgrace  of 
his  Army,  flew  immediately  to  their 
I  3  Af- 
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Afllftance ;  he  placed  himfelf  at  their  Head, 
and  leading  them  on  in  Perfon  to  a  fecond 
Affault,  carried  the  Place  Sword  in  Hand. 
To  Ihew  other  Cities  what  they  muft  expect, 
if  thev  made  an    obftinate   Defence,    he 
ordered  Bola    to  be   immediately  burnt, 
and   gave    the     Plunder     of    it    to    his 
Soldiers.       Nothing    now    withftood   the 
Rapidity  of  his  Conquefts :  The  City  of 
Corioli  flung   open   her  Gates  at  the  Ap- 
proach of  a  General,  who   had  taken  her 
once  before.     He  likewife  re-took  Satri- 
cumy  Longuk  and  Pojtula  ;  and  having  made 
himfelf  Matter   of   Trebia,   Ditellia,    and 
feveral   other  Places,  he  fat  down  before 
Lavinium,    the    firft    City  which  jSLneas 
built  in  Italy,  and  which  lay  but  twelve 
Mile5  from  Rome.      f,,, 


Thefe  feveral  Succefles  acquired  Corio- 
lianus  a  prodigious  Reputation  through  all 
the  States  of  Italy ,  who  faw  with  infinite 
Surprize,  that  one  Man  had  no  fooner 
changed  Sides,  than  the  Vanquilhed  Nation 
became  the  Vidors, 


The 
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The  People  of  Rome  had  hitherto  fup- 
ported  all  their  Lofles  with  great  Conftancy 
and  Refblution  ;  but  when  they  received 
the  News  that  Lavlmum  was  befieged,  (the 
City  from  whence  they  derived  their 
Original^  and  in  which  the  Gods  of  their 
Fathers  were  depofited)  their  Courage 
began  to  fink  :  They  carneftly  implored 
the  Senate  to  repeal  the  Sentence  of  Banilh- 
ment  againft  Corwlanus.  The  Queftion 
therefore  was  put  in  the  Senate-Houfe, 
Whether  the  Decree  fliould  be  repealed  ? 
but  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative.  * 

Corwlanus  received  the  News,  as  he  lay 
before  Lavinium  ;  and  looking  upon  this 
Vote  of  the  Senate's  to  be  a  frefli  Affront, 
he  determined  to  end  the  War  at  once,  by 
the  Peftruftion  of  Rome  itfelf:  Leaving 


*  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay,  what  could  make  the  Senate 
pafs  fo  extraordinary  a  vote  at  this  Time.  Dionyfus 
of  Halicarnaffus  ingenuoufly  owns,  that  he  is  at  a  Lofs 
how  to  account  for  it,  though  he  makes  three  Con-r 
jedures :  Plutarch  likewiie  offers  three  feveral  Reafons ; 
jbut  I  confefs  there  is  not  one  of  them  all,  which  appears 
t.o  me,  of  fufficient  Weight  to  juftify  the  Prudence- of 
a  "Roman  Senate. 

I  4 
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therefore  a  Body  of  his  Troops  before 
Lavinium*  to  continue  the  Blockade  of 
that  Place,  he  inarched  at  the  Head  of  his, 
Vi&orious  Army  directly  to  Rome,  and 
encamped  before  the  City.  The  Sight  of 
Coriohaufs  Enfigns  produced  fo  great  a 
Confirmation  in  Rome,  that  the  Senate, 
now  fenfible  of  their  late  Error,  came  in 
one  and  all  to  the  Opinion  of  the  People. 
It  was  therefore  unanimoufly  agreed  to 
fend  Ambafladors  to  Coriolanus^  with  an 
Offer  to  repeal  the  Decree  for  his  Banifli- 
cient,  and  to  defire  a  Peace  with  the 
Folfcians  upon  reafonable  Terms.  Corio- 
lanus  called  a  Council  of  War,  in  whofe 
Preience  he  received  the  Roman  Ambafla- 
dors with  an  infupportable  Arrogance:  $ 


*  Livy  fays,  that  he  actually  took  I^a-vimum,  'Plu- 
tarch fays,  that  he  intirely  raifed  the  Siege  of  that  Place, 
and  marched  to  Rome  with  his  whole  Army  j  but  I  have, 
chofe  to  follow  Dionyfus  of  Halicarnaffus^  whole  Ac- 
count feems  to  me  more  probable  than  either  of  the 
rormer ;  and  more  agreeable  to  the  Character  which 
Livy  himfelf  gives  of  Marcius^  when  he  was  a  young 
Man  at  the  Siege  of  Corioli.  '  Livy  fays,  he  was  eyen  at 
that  time,  Addefcens&  Concilia,  $*  Manuprowptus* 

5  The  Ambaffadors  were  M.  Minutius^  Poflhumius 
Covrimus,  Sp.Lar tius,  P.  Pin<erius  and  ^  Sulpitius  j  all 
ihcfc  were  what  the  'Romans  called  Viri  Confitlares,  that 
fe  Perfws  ivho  had  hen  Covfuh. 

When 

'  •  •  '. .  $ 
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When  they  had  delivered  their  Embafly, 
he  put  them  in  mind  of  their  fliameful 
Ingratitude  towards  himfeif,  which  he  let 
forth  in  the  bittereft  Words,  and  laft  of  all 
propofed  a  Peace  upon  fiich  Terms,  as 
made  Death  itfelf  more  eligible,  to  a  People 
jealous  of  their  Honour  and  Reputation. 
Upon  the  Receipt  of  this  Anfwer,  it  was 
relblved  at  Rome,  to  fend  him  a  fecond 
EmbalFy  :  The  Senate  took  care  that  the 
Ambafladors  themfelves  ftiould  be  chofen 
out  of  his  neareft  Relations,  and  moft  in*- 
timate  Acquaintance,  in  hopes  that  fuch 
Perfbns  would  meet  with  a  kind  Reception 
at  their  firft  Interview.  The  Event  proved 
quite  otherwife,  Corwlanus  received  this 
fecond  Embafly,  which  was  delivered  to 
him  in  the  moft  humble  Terms,  with  as 
much  Haughtinefs  as  the  former,  and  im- 
mediately difmifTed  the  Ambafladors  with 
this  Anfwer,  That  ^he  Romans  muft  ex- 
fe$  ^Peace  upon  no  other  Conditions  than 
thoje  which  he  had  at  frft  propofed,  which 
if  they  refufed  to  accept ,  he  would  endea- 
vour to  convince  them  that  he  held  not  loft 

his 
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bis  Courage  face  his  Banijhment*  The  Senate 
had  now  recourfe  to  the  meaneft  Artifice 
they  had  ever  made  ufe  of.  They  pafled 
a  Decree,  that  the  whote  Order  of  their 
Priefts,  with  fuch  whofe  Office  it  was  to 
initiate  Men  into  the  moft  Sacred  Myfteries, 
or  had  the  Care  and  Cuftody  of  the  moft 
Holy  Things,  or  were  skilled  in  any  kind 
of  Divination,  fhould  all  drefs  themfelves 
in  thofe  Habits  in  which  they  officiated  in 
their  fe  vcral  Functions ;  that  they  fhould 
go  in  a  Solemn  Proceffion  to  Coriohmis^ 
and  befeech  him  to  have  Mercy  upon  his 
Native  Country.  It  was  conceived  that  the 
Sight  of  thofe  Perfons  and  Things,  for 
which  his  Education,  when  a  Child,  had 
taught  him  to  have  the  utmoft  Re/feff, 
might  bend  his  haughty  Mind,  and  induce 
him  to  lay  afide  fome  Part  of  his  Refent- 
ment.  The  Volfcian  Army  was  ftruck  with 
a  Sort  of  Religious  Awe,  at  the  Appear- 
ance of  this  Solemn  and  Venerable  Pro- 
ceffion :  Their  General  was  the  only  Man 
upon  whom  it  made  no  Impreffipn ;  Hi$ 


*  L/Ws  Words  are  foir.ewhat  Wronger,  Adntfurum 
vt  attar  sat  sxilto  fbi  irrifatot  nonfrattos  animate ffe. 

Pride 
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Pride  indeed  was  evidently  delighted,  to 
fee  that  now  "he  was  no  longer  addreffed 
to  as  a  Man,  but  fupplicated  as  an  of- 
fended Deity.  He  remained,  however, 
fix'd  in  his  firft  Refolutions,  and  the  Sacred 
Troop  were  obliged  to  return  to  Rome,  de- 
ploring the  Fate  of  their  unhappy  Country. 
Upon  their  Arrival,  the  whole  City  was 
filled  with  Terror  and  Confirmation  ;  as 
they  defpair'd  of  being  able  to  defend 
themfelves  by  their  Arms,  nothing  but 
Diforder  and  Confufion  were  every  where 
yifible :  The  Women  ran  frighted  up  and 
down  the  Streets,  the  old  Men  crowded  to 
the  Temples,  and  wearied  the  Gods  with 
Tears  and  Supplications. 

In  this  dreadful  Scituation  of  Affairs, 
the  Ladies  of  the  beft  Quality  were  de- 
voutly kneeling  about  the  Altar  of  Jupiter 
Capitdmus  ;  among  thefe  was  Valeria, 
Sifter  to  the  great  Pullicola:  Her  own 
Virtues,  and  the  Memory  of  her  illu- 
ftrious  Brother,  lately  deceafed,  had  ren- 
dered her  extreamly  dear  to  the  People  of 
Rome.  As  this  Lady  was  reflecting  on  the 
impending  Deftru&ion  of  the  City,  it  oc- 
curred 
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currcd  to  her  Thoughts,  that  the  Mother 
and  Wife  of  Cor'wlanus  might  be  of  Ibme 
Service  to  their  Country  in  this  great  Crifis* 
She  communicated  her  6wn  Sentiments  to 
the  reft  of  the  Roman  Ladies,  and  caufing 
them  to  get  up  from  their  Devotions,  went 
with  them  to  the  Houfe  of  Volumnia  the 
Mother  of  Coriolanus ;  *  flie  found  Volum- 
n\a  fitting  with  her  Daughter-in-Law,  the 
beautiful  VirgiUa^  and  with  her  two  Grand- 
Children  upon  her  Lap ;  to  whom  Vakriay 
in  the  Name  of  all  her  Femak  Companions, 
addrcffed  herfelf  to  this  Effeft; 

JVe  whom  you  now  fee,  0  Volumnia  and 
Virgilia,  are  not  come  ly  the  Command  of 


*  Livy  feems  to  doubt  whether  the  Roman  Ladies 
waited  upon  the  Mother  and  Wife  of  Coriolanus  by  an 
Order  of  the  Senate,  or  induced  to  it  by  their  own 
Fears  j  L/>  fuhlicum  confliumy  an  mutiebris  timor  fuerity 
parum  invenio.  Dionyfus  of  HalicarnaJJusy  and  Plutarch 
are  both  very  pofitive  that  what  the  Women  did,  was 
not  by  Order  of  the  Senate,  or  any  Magiftrate :  Plu- 
tarch imputes  it  to  the  particular  Infpiration  of  Jupiter 
Capifo/inus ;  and  this  Thought  is  very  worthy  a  Devout 
Heathen :  Without  mentioning  Plutarch's  Superftition 
too  ftrongly,  I  have  chofe  in  this  Part  of  the  Story  to 
follow  his  Account,  as  it  appears  to  me  the  moil  natural, 
and  is  certainly  moft  for  the  Honour  ot  the  Roman 
Ladies. 

the 
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the  Senate ,  or  by  an  Order  of  the  Confuls : 
We  come  to  you  as  Women  unto  Women,  or 
rather  as  we  hope  by  the  particular  Direction 
of  Jupiter  himfelf^  who,  moved  toComfajJion 
ly  our  Prayers,  infpired  us  with  the  fhought 
of  viftting  you  in  a  Body.     We  come  there* 
fore,  led  by  that  God  who  has  hitherto  fro- 
te fled  the   City  <?/~Rome,  to  requcft  that  of 
you  in  which  our  own  and  the  common  Wel- 
fare   is  equally     concerned.     If  you  grant 
what  we  dejire^  your  Fame  in  future  Jges 
will  even  exceed  that  of  the  Sabine  Daugh- 
ter's,   who   rujhing    into  the  Rattle  amidjt 
thofe  Showers    of  Darts  which   threatened 
their  Lives^  obliged  their  Fathers  and  their 
Husbands  tojheath  their  Swords  ;  and  from 
a  State  of  mortal  Enmity^  to  become  Friends 
and  Allies.     Vouchfafe  to  place  yourfelves  at 
our  Head)  to  lead  us  to   the  Camp  of  the 
Volfcians,  and  to  intreat  their  General  to 
'think  that  he  has  at  laft  fufficiently  punifhect 
Rome  for    the  Injuries  he   has   received : 
Vouchfafe  at  kaft^  to  do  your  Country  fo 
much  Jikftice,  as   to   tell  Goriolanus,  that 
notwithjlanding  all  the  Mi/chiefs  and  Cala- 
mities which  he  has  brought  upon   her^  Jhe 
'has  never  offer'd  the  leafl  Violence  to  your 
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Perfonsy  nor  amidjt  all  her  Refentments, 
ever  entertained  the  leajl  Thoughts  to  your 
Prejudice-?  and  that,  lajlly,  (he  rejlores  you 
into  his  Hands,  even  at  this  fime,  whenjhe 
is  convinced  that  from  himjhe  is  to  expeff 
120  Mercy. 

'.'.,  >'  .!%^>.i»     ^(V^t  '*..   «p-.  vV  V-V'    3<S^-A*  ' 

This  Pathetick  Speech  of  Valeria's  was 
ftrongly  feconded  by  all  the  Female  Vota- 
ries who  accompanied  her.  Folumnia, 
after  fome  Paufe,  made  them  this  An- 
fwer.  ^-  }^-- 

Befides  thofe  Calamities  which  I  and 
YirgiiiayZwe  in  common  with  our  Country, 
there  are  other  Domejiick  Afflictions,  which 
are  peculiar  to  ourfelves.  We  have  beheld 
the  utter  Dejiruftion  of  Coriolanus'j  Fame 
and  Virtue  :  We  have  feen  him  do  what  muft 
intirely  eclipfe  the  Glory  of  all  his  former 
Aftions.  How  much  rather  Jhould  we  hear 
he  was  in  the  Camp  of  the  Volfcians  as  their 
Prifoner  than  their  General !  But  the  moft 
fenfible  Jfflitfion  we  feel  at  prefent,  is  to 
fnd  that  the  Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth 
are  in  fo  low,  fo  dejperate  a  Condition,  as  to 
want  the  Ajjiftance  of  two  weak  Women: 
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How  can  we  hope  that  Coriolanus  has  any 
Affetiion  left  for  tis^  when  we  fee  that  he 
has  none  for  his  Country!  which  we  are 
well  ajfured  was  once  much  dearer  to  him 
than  either  his  Mother,  his  Wife^  or  his 
Children  I  1  fay  not  this,  to  decline  doing 
any  thing  which  you  imagine  may  te  for 
the  Service  of  Rome  ;  make  what  ufe  you 
fkafe  of  me  and  my  Daughter  ;  lead  us  to 
this  inexorable  Man  :  JVe  can  at  leaft  dye  for 
our  Country,  though  we  have  not  Intereji 
fufficient  to  freferve  it. 

Jfolumnia  having  fpoke  thus,  took  her 
Daughter-in-Law  by  the  Hand,  and  bidding 
her  take  her  Children  with  her,  put  herfelf 
at  the  Head  of  the  Roman  Ladies ;  Thus 
accompanied,  fhe  went  direftly  towards 
the  Camp  of  the  Volfcians.  A  Sight  fo 
moving,  made  fome  Impreffion  on  their 
very  Enemies  :  The  Volfcian  Soldiers  of 
their  own  accord  fell  back,  and  opening 
their  Ranks,  fuffered  the  beautiful  Troop 
to  pafs  through  them  :  Coriolanus  was  at 
that  time  feated  upon  his  Tribunal,  with 
the  chief  Officers  of  his  Army  Handing 
about  him,  to  whom  he  was  giving  the 

neceflary 
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neceffary  Directions  for  their  attacking  the 
City.  He  was  extreamly  furpmed  to  fee 
this  female  Party  advancing  towards  him ; 
but  when  they  drew  nearer,  and  he  per- 
ceived that  his  own  Wife  and  his  Mother 
were  at  the  Head  of  the  Company,  he 
was  icarce  Matter  of  thofe  Emotions  which 
fo  unexpeded  a  Sight  produced  within 
him :  He  found  himfelf  obliged  to  call  up 
all  his  Manhood  to  his  Affiftance,  and  to 
refolve  more  firmly  than  ever,  to  be  deaf 
to  all  Intreaties.  The  Ladies  ftill  advanced, 
till  they  came  to  the  Foot  of  his  Tribunal : 
Cvriolanus  not  able  to  endure  that  his 
Mother  and  his  Wife  fhould  ftand  looking 
up  at  him,  while  he  was  ieated  in  fo  much 
State  above  them,  defcended  haftily,  and 
firft  faluting  his  Mother,  embraced  her 
for  a  long  time  ;  he  then  ran  to  his  Wife  > 
and  catching  her  in  his  Arms,  could  ftot 
refrain,  in  fpight  of  all  his  Manhood,  from 
mingling  his  own  Tears  with  hers  :  He 
laft  of  all  embraced  his  two  Children,  with 
all  the  Tendernefs  of  a  fond  Father! 
fblumnia  was  well  enough  pleafed  to  ob- 
ferve  the  Tranfports  of  her  Son,  and 
fuffered  him  for  fome  time  to  indulge  him- 
3  felf 
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felf  in  the  pleafing  violence  of  his  prefent 
Paffions :  At  laft  fhe  gave  him  to  under- 
ftand,  that  fhe  had  fomething  to  impart 
to  him.  Coriolanus  at  thefe  Words,  like  a 
Man  awakened  from  a  pleafing  Dream, 
immediately  recolleded  himfelf,  and  ordered 
the  Fblfcian  Council  to  be  called  in. 
Vohmnia  was  a  little  Ihocked  at  this  Be- 
haviour, and  abafhed  at  the  Sight  of  fo 
many  Volfciam^  all  Men  of  the  firft  Qua- 
lity :  She  was  in  hopes  to  have  fpoke  to 
her  Son  alone ;  but  finding  that  was  not 
to  be  expe&ed,  her  Concern  for  Rome  over- 
came at  laft  every  other  Confideration. 
With  the  Dignity  therefore  of  a  Roman 
Matron,  and  the  Refolution  of  a  Peribu 
determined  either  to  fave  her  Country  or 
ferijb  with  it,  fhe  addrefied  herfelf  to 
Coriolanus  in  the  following  Words  ; 

%%&t  Alteration  which  you  cannot  luf 
oijerve  in  your  Wife  and  your  Mother,  jince 
you  Jaw  us  UJl^  is  of  tifdf  fufficknt  to 
convince  you,  under  what  a  Load  of  Grief 
we  have  Jupforted  Life  ;  and  how  much  w& 
have  daily  bemoaned  your  £anijhment  and 
slbfence:  Our  feeing  you,  again,  which  we 
K  QII;$ 
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once  imagined  was  the  greatejl  Bkffing  the 
Gods  could  have  bejtowed,  is  become  an  Ad- 
dition to  our  Mifery.     Volumnia  fees   her 
Son,  and  Virgilia  her  Husband  planting  his 
Batteries  againft  the  Walls  of  Rome  :  We 
are  even  deprived  of  that  Relief  from  Prayer, 
which  the  moji  wretched  find  under  all  their 
Misfortunes.     We  know  not  what  Petition 
to  prefer  to  the   Gods  ;  flnce  to  fray  that 
Rome  may  be  Fiflorious,  is  no  longer  con- 
JlftetTt  with  your  Prefervation :  Know  there- 
fore,  that  I  am  determined  not  to  wait  the 
Event  of  a  War,  which  majl  end  either  in 
the  Deftruflion  of  my  Country  or  my  Son ; 
and  that   I  will  never  behold  either  a  Day 
of  triumph  for  your  Overthrow,  or  you  In- 
fulting  amidjt  the  djhes  of  Rome.     If  no- 
thing can  prevent  your  beating  down  the 
Walls  of  that  City,   which   contains  your 
Houjhold  Gods,  your  Wife,  and  your  Chil- 
dren, know,  that  when  you  enter  the  Breach, 
you  Jhall  pafs  over  the   wretched  Corps  of 
that  Woman  who  brought  you  into  the  World', 
and  who  will  truly  deferve  to  be  fo  treated, 
for  having  given  Life   to  the  Man  who  de- 
Jiroyed  her  Country.     Look  upon  your  Wife ; 
JSehold  thofe  innocent  Children,  who  if  you 
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purfm  your  frefent  Enterprise,  muft  either 
Juffer  a  violent  Death,  or  endure  perpetual 
Slavery.  I  am  not  ignorant  how  much  you 
owe  to  the  Volfcians  ;  butfurely  the  <\Prefer- 
vation  of  Rome  is  not  at  att  inconjijtent 
with  the  Safety  of  that  generous  Nation : 
We  do  not  aim  at  doing  them  any  (Prejudice^ 
we  only  deftre  to  be  delivered  ourfelves  from 
the  Calamities  of  War :  Peace  will  be  a 
Bkjpng  to  the  Volfcians  as  well  as  to  ns$ 
tho*  It  muft  be  confefs'd,  they  witt  acquire 
more  Honour,  if  at  this  time  they  confent  to 
end  a  War,  in  which  they  have  hitherto 
beenfucccfsful  If  two  brave  Nations,  who 
are  at  prejent  Enemies,  JhaU  by  your  Media- 
tion become  Friends  and  Allies,  what  Praifes^ 
what  / J banks  will  you  not  juftly  merit  from 
either  People  !  If,  on  the  contrary,  you  pre- 
vent their  coming  to  an  Agreement,  You 
alone  are  anjwerable  for  all  the  Mijeries 
which  either  of  them  JhaU  fuffer  from  this 
Day.  tfhe  Chance  of  War  Is  doubtful ;  yet 
this  muft  be.  the  certain  Event  of  that  War 
yon  are  unhappily  engaged  in:  If  you  con* 
quer,  your  Name  will  be  infamous  to  att 
Pofterity,  for  having  dejiroyed your  Country  ^ 
If  you  are  conquer* d,  the  World  will  fay ', 
K  a  that 
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that  to  gratify  yonr  own  Revenge,  you  have 
rnin'd  a  Nation  who  fo  kindly  received  and 
entertain'd  you  in  your  Banifhment. 

'  " 


all  this  while  flood  by  her 
Mother-in-Law,  with  one  of  her  Children 
in  each  Hand,  and  though  fhe  kept  her 
Eyes  fix'd  on  the  Ground,  and  faid  nothing, 
yet  by  the  mute  Eloquence  of  her  Tears, 
fufficiently  fhew'd  how  much  fhe  was  con- 
cerned in  the  Event  of  their  Embafly.  It 
is  impoffible  to  exprefs  thofe  Agonies 
Coriolanus  felt  while  his  Mother  was  fpeak- 
ing,  or  all  thofe  different  Paflions  which 
fucceeded  one  another  in  his  Breaft:  He 
fometimes  look'd  upon  Volumma^  and  fbme- 
times  on  FirgiHa,  while  a  quick  Senfe  of 
Shame,  of  Honour,  of  Love,  of  Duty, 
and  of  Revenge,  took  poffeflion  of  him 
by  turns.  He  could  not  bring  himfelf  to 
forget  either  his  own  Injuries,  or  that 
Fidelity  which  he  owed  the  Volfciam,  yet 
his  Mother's  Words  had  awaken'd  in  him 
Ibme  Tenderncfs  for  his  hatite  Country  ; 
nor  amidft  all  his  Rqfentments,  could  he 
poffibly  help  reflefting  upon  the  glorious 
Part  which  flic  and  his  Wife  -were  then 

afting 
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afting  in  the  Tblfeian  Camp.  He  returned 
no  Anfwer  to  Folumnia,  who  had  now 
done  fpeaking ;  but  remained  Silent,  with 
his  Eyes  on  the  Ground  :  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, difficult  for  thofe  that  were  prefent, 
to  obferve  how  greatly  he  was  diforder'd. 
Volumnitt)  who  had  known  her  Son  from 
an  Infant,  was  not  the  laft  Perfon  who 
perceived  how  much  ftie  had  moved  him  : 
While  he  continued  Silent,  fhe  made  her 
laft  and  utmoft  Effojc t  in  thefe  Words ; 

70  whatmtift  I  impute  Ms  fallen  Silence? 
am  I  then  too  contemptible  in  the  Eyes  of 
my  Sony  to  deferve  an  Anfwer  ?  Does  it  be- 
come a  brave  Man  to   liften  only  to  his  Re- 
fentmentSj  and  to  remember  nothing  but  In- 
juries ?  Is  there  no  Obligation  from  Children 
to  Parents  !  No  Return  of  Duty  and  Re- 
verence  due  from  them  to  the  Authors  of 
their   Being  !    Can  you^    who  Jo  feverely 
funifh  Ingratitude  in  others,  be  your  felf 
guilty  of  the  fame   Crime !    I  grant   the 
Romans  injured  you,  but  have  you  not  taken 
a  full  Revenge  !  Have  you  not  already  f  hin- 
dered their  Cities •,  ruined  their  Colonies  ^  and 
laid  all  their  territories  f^ajts  \  fhey  re- 
K  3 
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quit ed  your  Services  /'#;  What  Amends  have 
yott  as  yet  made  me  for  mine  ?  I  now  demand 
fome  Recompense  for  aU  the  Kindnefs  and 
jjffeftion  of  a  Mother,  *for  aU  my  tender 
Care  of  your  Infancy  :  ^4nd  will  you  break 
through  the  fies  of  Nature  and  Religion^ 
to  refufe  my   frjt   and  only  Requejl  ?    If 
Ms  be  your  fettled  Refolution,  I  have  already 
lived  too  long.     Let  me  expire  at  the  Feet  of 
my  Son,  jince  I  cannot  ferfuade  him  to  fave 

Ipis  Country. 

r  -" 

Having  fpoke  thus,  flie  threw  hcrfelf 
at  his  Feet  ;  his  Wife,  the  fair  Pirgiliay 
and  his  two  Children,  followed  her  Ex- 
ample. Coriolanus  could  now  hold  out 
ho  longer ;  but  cry'd,  O  my  Mother  \  O 
Virgilia  !  to  what  have  you  reduced  me ! 
With  thcfe  Words  he  raifed  them  from 
the  Ground,  and  prefling  Vofammtf*  Hand 
with  great  Vehemence,  Mother^  fays  he, 
you  have  gained  a  Fi&ory  fortunate  ^Rome, 
tut  fatal  to  your  Son.  /  go  hence  not  van- 
qmjhed  by  the  Romans,  but  overcome  by 
you  and  Virgilia.  With  this  joyful  News 
he  fent  them  back  again  to  Rome  as  they 
defired,  and  early  the  next  Morning  drew 

of 


INTRODUCTION.      135 

off  his  Army.  When  the  Romans  faw 
that  their  Enemies  were  aftually  diflodged, 
the  Joy  and  Tranfport  which  appeared 
throughout  the  whole  City  is  hardly  to 
be  defcribed  :  They  immediately  flung 
open  all  their  Temples,  appeared  them- 
felves  crowned  with  Flowers,  and  prepared 
the  fame  Sacrifices  for  the  Gods  which 
they  ufed  to  offer  after  their  greateft 
Victories.  Amidft  this  univerfal  Joy,  every 
Man  ftrove  to  be  loudeft  in  their  Com- 
mendations of  the  Ladies  to  whom  they 
unanimoufly  confefs'd,  that  they  owed 
the  Prefervation  of  themfelves  and  their 
Country.  The  Senate  immediately  ai> 
fcmbled,  and  by  way  of  Acknowledg- 
ment, pafled  a  Decree,  that  Whatever  the 
Women  f  leafed  to  ask  jhould  be  granted, 
Upon  this  Occafion  the  Moderation  of  the 
Roman  Ladies  was  extreamly  remarkable. 
Having  confulted  among  themfelves,  they 
delired  nothing  more,  but  that  a  Temple 
might  be  built  and  dedicated  to  The  For- 
tune of  Women.  They  offer'd  to  be  at  the 
Expence  of  this  Building  themfelves,  and 
only  defired  that  the  Sacrifices  might  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  Publick  Treafury, 
K  4  The 
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The  Senate,  highly  pleafed  with  this  frefii 
Inihnce  of  their  Modejiy  and  Generojity, 
decreed,  That  The  Temple  fliould  be  built 
at  the  Publick  Charge,  and  ere&ed  on  that 
very  Spot  of  Ground  where  Vohmma  and 
Virgilia  had  prevailed  with  Coriolanus  to 
draw  off  his  Army  :  They  likewife  or- 
der'd,  That  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  of 
fo  important  a  Service,  A  Monument  fliould 
be  erected,  with  an  Infcription  upon  it  to 
the  Honour  of  the  Women  :  All  this  could 
not  however  prevent  the  Ladies  from 
making  a  Purle  among  themfelves  for  an 
Image  of  Female  Fortune^  which  was 
placed  in  the  new  Temple,  and  dedicated 
to  that  Goddefs. 

^.•:.Y^Jj:ki     !o    «-7OtfilO     tsllKJOq 

Coriolanus  in  the  mean  time  led  back  the 
Volfciam  to  Ant\um,  fome  of  whom  could 
not  forbear  expreffing  their  Refentment, 
that  by  the  Weaknefs  of  their  General, 
they  had  loft  an  Opportunity  of  taking 
RomeY  and  utterly  dcftroying  their  ancient 
Enemies,  fullus,  a  leading  Man  in  the 
yolfcian  Senate,  who  had  long  enyyed  the 
Glory  of  Coriolanus^  ufed  all  his  Arts  to 
ipcreafe  thefc  Murmurs.;  JJe  required 
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Coriolanus  to  lay  down  his  Commiffion 
inftantly,  and  give  an  Account  of  his  Ad- 
miniftration.  Coriohnus,  who  forefaw  he 
muft  inevitably  perifli,  if  he  was  once  re^ 
duced  to  a  private  Condition,  and  Julius 
ftiould  fucceed  him  as  General  of  the  Army, 
anfwered  with  great  Prudence,  That  He 
would  fur  render  his  Commijfion,  whenever 
it  'was  demanded  of  him  by  the  Volfcian 
States  from  whom  he  received  it^  and  that  In 
the  mean  time  he  was  very  ready  to  give  an 
Account  of  his  Conduct  to  the  Antiates. 
This  Propofal  appeared  too  reafonable  to 
be  reje&ed  :  The  People  of  Ant  mm  were 
therefore  convened,  before  whom  Coriola- 
mis  was  accufed  by  TtiUus,  and  fome  other 
popular  Orators,  of  Betraying  the  Truft 
that  had  been  repofed  in  him.  Coriolanus 
was  not  9nly  a  Man  of  Letters ,  but  na- 
turally Eloquent ;  his  Caufe  was  not  Ib 
bad,  but  that  much  might  be  faid  in  his 
Behalf.  When  his  Acculers  had  done,  he 
rofe  up,  and  with  an  Air  that  exprefled 
neither  too  xmuch  Confidence,  nor  too 
much  Dejection,  was  about  to  ipeak 
and  make  his  Defence,  fulhis  and  his 
f'artifans,  who  obferved  him  net  at  all  dif- 

ordered. 
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ordered,  began  now  to  fear  the  Event : 
They  dreaded  the  Impreffions  his  Elo- 
quence might  make  upon  a  Popular  Aflem- 
blyr  and  therefore  crigd  out,  That  A 
fraytor  to  their  Country  ought  not  to  be 
beards  At  the  fame  time  drawing  their 
Daggers,  they  ruflied  at  once  upon  him : 
Coriolanus  was  unarmed,  and  made  no 
Offer  to  defend  himfelf ;  fo  that  covered 
with  Wounds,  but  without  fetching  a 
fingle  Groan,  he  fell  at  laft  in  the  midft 
of  the  Aflembly. 

It  is  certain,  that  though  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  Citizens  of  Ant  mm,  and  the  Ma- 
jority of  the  Aflembly,  did  not  approve 
of  bis  being  thus  Aflaffinated,  yet  they 
appeared  too  paflive  while  the  A&ion  was 
committing:  Not  a  Sword  was  drawn,  or 
a  fingle  Arm  lifted  up  in  his  Defence. 
The  Volfcian  States  were,  indeed,  diflatis- 
fied  that  fo  fair  an  Opportunity  of  taking 
Rome  was  loft ;  yet  when  they  heard  Corio- 
ttwtis  was  dead,  their  Pity  overcame  their 
Refentments.  They  now  began  to  refled,, 
that  his  very  Crime  carried  its  own  Excufe 
in  fome  meafure  with  it  j  and  that 

though 
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though  he    had  prevented    their  taking 
Rome,  their  Army  had  never  lain  before 
it,  had  it  not  deen  conduced  by  fuch  a 
General.     They  now  remembered  his  Re* 
folution   in  the   Field,    and    Prudence   in 
Council,  his  Courage  in  Battles,  and  Elo- 
quence in  their  Senates;  that  moft  of  the 
Cities  now  in  their  Pofleffion,  were  taken 
or  recovered  by  his  Conduft.     Upon  all 
thefe  Confiderations,   they  determined  to 
give  him   the  greateft  Funeral  Honours. 
They  laid  his  Corps  upon   a  moft  magni- 
ficent Bier,  and  habited   in  thofe  Robes 
which  he   had   formerly    worn    as    their 
General.     The  Bier  was  borne  upon  the 
Shoulders  of  the  moft  confiderable  Men 
among  the  F'olfcian  States.     Before  it  were 
carried  the  Spoils  which  he  had  obtained, 
the  Crowns  which  he  had  won,  and  the 
Plans   of  all  thofe  Cities    he  had   taken. 
While   his  Funeral  Pile  was  burning,    a 
great  Number  of  Vi&ims  were  flain    in 
Honour  to   his   Memory :    Laftly,    they 
interred  his  Afhes,  and  erefted  a  magnifi- 
cent Monument  oyer  fhem. 


When 
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When  the  News  of  Coriolanuss  Death 
was  brought  to  Rome,  the  Senate  gave 
no  Demonftration  either  of  Joy  or  Concern. 
They  might  probably  conceive  it  beneath 
the  Dignity  of  a  Roman  Senate,  either  to 
infult  a  dead  Enemy,  or  to  fhew  any  Con- 
cern for  a  Man  who  had  appeared  in 
Arms  againft  his  Country.  The  Women 
could  not  hear  of  his  Death  with  the  fame 
Indifference;  they  regarded  him  at  leaft 
as  a  brave,  tho'  an  unfortunate  Man  ;  as 
a  Man,  who  when  his  Story  fhould  be 
told  in  future  Ages,  would  Hand  a  re- 
markable Inftance  of  the  Power  of  their 
Sex  ;  and  that  neither  fVifdom  nor  Courage 
can  proted  the  Heart  of  Man  againft  the 
Attacks  of  Beauty  and  Ftrtue:  They 
therefore  defired  the  Senate's  Permiffion  to 
Put  tbemfelves  in  Mourning.  The  Senate, 
far  from  being  difpleafed  with  their  Pe~ 
tition,  readily  granted  their  Requeft. 
The  Ladies  wore  Mourning  for  Corio* 
lanus  fen  Month  :  being  the  fame  Time 
which  in  thofe  Days  they  mourned  at 

Rmt* 
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Rome,  for  the  Death  of  a  Father,  a  Son, 
or  a  Brother.  * 

My  Country- Women,  from  this  Story 
which  I  have   extrafted  for  their  Service 
out  of  feveral  Greek  and  Latin  Authors, 
may  form  to  themfelves  a  pretty  juft  No- 
tion   of  the  Roman   Ladies.     They  will 
fee  in  the  following  Sheets,  of  what  Metal 
the  Spartan  Women  were  made  :   I  lhall 
only  add  on   this  Head,  that  one    of  the 
great  Defigns  of  Hiftory,  is  to  ingage  us 
to   imitate  the  Virtues,  and   to  avoid    the 
Vices  of  thofe  who  have  lived  before  us  ; 
and  that  though  it  is  fcarce  to  be  luppofed, 
the  Ladies   of  Great  Britain    Will   ever 
have  an  Opportunity  of  fignalizing  them- 
felves in  ib  remarkable  a  Manner  as  Volum- 
ma^  Firgilia  and  Valeria  did,  yet  that  'tis 
highly    probable,    their   Power    and    In- 
fluence over  particular  Men,  may  be  often 
imploy'd   for  the  real  Service  and  Benefit 
of  their  Country. 


*  I  could  not  help  purfuing  my  Story  thus  far,  be- 
caufe  I  think  this  lajt  Adion  of  the  Roman  Ladies.)  is  a 
very  fine  Inftance  of  their  Humanity^  their  Politencfe, 
and  their  Good  Ssnfe. 

Ill 
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In  my  Letter  to  Cleomenes,  I  have  dwelt 
pretty  long  upon  THE  LIBERTY  OF  THE 
PRESS  }  becaufe  I  muft  confefs,  I  take  it 
to  be  a  Subject  of  the  titmoft  Importance  ; 
I  have  endeavoured  to  fliew  how  reafonable 
this  Liberty  is  in  itfelf,  and  how  beneficial 
to  Mankind  in  general.  How  abfolutely 
neceflary  it  is  for  a  Nation  who  would 
preferve  its  Freedom,  and  how  far  it  was 
made  ufe  of  at  Rome  and  Athens,  while 
thofe  two  glorious  Commonwealths  had 
the  leaft  Shadow  of  Liberty  left  among 
them. 


The  Hiftory  of  Pericles,  whofe  ///  Con-* 
duff  occafioncd  the  Deftru&ion  of  the 
Athenian  Commonwealth,  contains  fome 
Particulars,  worthy  the  Refle£tion  of  any 
Nation  who  would  preferve  their  Liberties 
and  their  Honour. 

-,.:;;  .i^iE^'Y^-, 

Some  of  my  Readers  may  poffibly 
think  it  a  little  unnatural,  to  mix  Antient 
with  Modern  Hiftory  :  To  which  I  anfwer, 
That  the  real  Advantage  of  Hiftory,  is 
to  enable  us  from  the  Knowledge  of  paft 

Tranf- 
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Tranfa&ions,  to  form  a  right  Judgment  on 
prefent  Occurrences.     Machiavel,  both  in 
his   "Pr'tnce,    and   his   excellent  Difcourfes 
upon  Livy,  has  conftantly  mingled  antient 
and    modern   Hiftories,    and    made   them 
mutually  ferve    to  embellilh  and  illuftrate 
one    another.      The    Danger    we   fhould 
chiefly   guard   againft   in   reading  antient 
Hiftory,  is  not   to  be  fo  far  dazzled  with 
the  great  Actions  and  noble  Sentiments  of 
any  of  the  Ancients,   as  to   become  Ad- 
mirers  of   all    the  Laws,    and   of  every 
Part  of  that  Conftitution  they  lived  under. 
Many  Accidents,  fuch  as  The  Scituation  of 
a   Country,  The  Natural  Genius    of  the 
People,  The  prefent  Condition  of  its  neigh- 
bouring  States,  &c.  may   make  the  fame 
Things,  which  are  highly  eligible   in  one 
State,  no  lefs  pernicious  and  deftru&ive  in 
another.     It  therefore  requires  the  ftrongeft 
Judgment,  in  thofe  who  read  Hiftory,  and 
have  any  Share   in    the    Government   of 
their  Country,  to    determine  how  far  the 
jftbenians,  the  Laced&monians,  and  Romans, 
ought  to  be  imitated  ;  and    in  what  Par- 
ticulars their  Laws,  Cuftoms,    or   Policy, 
may  have  been  cither  amended,  or  wholly 

chang- 
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changed  for  the  better,  in  latter  Ages. 
MaMwel  has  done  fomething  like  this 
in  his  Art  of  War ;  That  great  Manr 
by  adding  fome  Parts  of  the  Roman 
Difcipline,  to  other  Parts  of  the  Military 
Difcipline  which  was  ufed  in  Italy  in  his 
own  Time,  has,  I  think,  moft  evidently 
demonftrated,  that  out  of  thefe  Two,  a 
Third  might  be  formed,  much  more  per- 
fed  and  compleat  than  either. 

I  have  often  thought  that  a  Companion 
between  the  two  famous  Inftitutions  of 
Solon  and  LycurgitSj  with  a  fair  and  im- 
partial Examination  in  what  Parts  the  one 
excelled  the  other,  and  in  what  Particulars 
the  Romans  improved  upon  both  of  them, 
would  not  only  be  a  Curious ,  but  a  very 
Ufeful  Work.  I  had  adually  gone  through 
a  great  Part  of  it,  when  thofe  Papers,  with 
feveral  others,  were  moft  barbaroufly  taken 
from  me ;  I  have  however  ftill  by  me,  a 
Sketch  of  this  Defign,  and  if  Providence 
thinks  proper  to  prolong  my  Days,  may, 
perhaps,  once  more  attempt  to  execute  it. 
When  the  Romans  fent  three  Ambaffadors  * 

*  Sj>.  PofhumiuS)  S.  Sutyaus  and  A.  Manlhts. 

into 
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into  Greece,  to  make  that  Collection  of 
Laws,  out  of  which  the  Decemvirs  after- 
wards formed  their  Twelve  fables,  the 
Commonwealth  of  Athens  was  in  high 
Repute :  The  Roman  AmbafTadors  were 
therefore  ordered  to  go  direftly  to  Athens-. 
It  is  extreamly  probable,  that  the  Laws 
which  thofe  AmbaflTadors  brought  to  Rotne 
the  Year  before  the  Decemvirate,  was  fcarce 
any  thing  more  than  a  Copy  of  the  Laws  of 
Solon  j  fince  we  are  allured  that  the  Ro- 
mans, for  fome  time  after  the  Decemyirate 
was  abolifhed,  frequently  fent  a  Difficult 
Caufe  to  be  determined  in  the  Areopagus  at 
Athens.  It  is  however  as  certain,  that 
when  the  Twelve  tables  were  compofed, 
a  good  Part  of  them  was  formed  upon  the 
Inftitutions  of  Ly  cur  gits,  which  happened 
thus  :  The  Decemvirs  were  ordered  to  blend 
thofe  Laws  which  were  brought  out  of 
Greece,  with  the  Laws  of  Numa  Pompillus, 
and  out  of  both  to  form  a  compkat  Body  of 
Law  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Romans.  Numa 
was  a  Sab  in,  and  we  are  allured  by  Diony- 
/{us  of  HaTicarnafflis,  that  the  Sabins  were 
a  Colony  of  Spartans,  who  retain'd  the 
Lacedemonian  Cuftoms,  efpecially  in  what 

L  related 
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related  to  War,  Frugality,  and  a  laborious 
Manner  of  Life,  from  whence  Horace 
calls  them  the  Rigid  Salines.  But  this  was 
not  all  ;  Pythagoras,  nqt  the  Samian  Philo- 
ibpher,  but  a  Native  of  Sparta,  in  his 
Travels  through  Italy,  contrafted  an  in- 
timate Friendlhip  with  Numa,  gave  him  a 
full  Account  of  thelnftitutionsof  Lycurgus, 
and  actually  aififted  Numa  himfelf,  when 
that  Prince  made  Laws  for  the  Romans. 
Numa,  while  he  gave  out  that  he  was  eon- 
verfing  with  the  Goddels  Egeria,  was 
really  confulting  his  Friend  ^Pythagoras  ;  by 
whole  Advice  he  introduced  many  of  the 
Spartan  Laws  and  Guftoms  into  the  Roman 
Conftitution.  The  Decemvirs  plainly  im- 
proved both  the  Inftitutions  of  Solon  and 
Lycargus  in  feveral  Particulars  ;  And  I  am 
fully  perfuaded,  that  out  of  the  Spartan, 
the  Athenian,  and  the  Roman  Gonftitution, 
there  might  at  this  Day,  be  one  formed, 
much  more  excellent  than  either  of 
them. 


It  is  equally  to  be  admired  and  la- 
mented, that  we  have  no  Copy  of  the 
Twelve  tables,  containing  thofe  Laws  by 

which 
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which  Rome  was  governed,  which  extend- 
ed themfelves,  with  the  Roman  Conquefls, 
over  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  World,  and 
which  are  ftill  the  Foundation  of  the  Civil 
Law  throughout  Europe.  Cicero  contem- 
plating thefe  *fablesy  cannot  forbear  giving 
them  fuch  an  Encomium,  which  as  extra* 
vagant  as  it  may  appear  to  fome  People, 
was,  perhaps,  no  more  than  what  they 
really  deferved.  * 


Though  we  have  loft  thefe 
believe  it  would  not  be  impoffible  to  make 
a  tolerable  Collection  of  the  Roman  Laws, 
from  the  Writings  of  feveral  ancient  Au- 
thors. In  thofe  Laws  which  may  be 
gleaned  up  in  this  manner,  we  cannot 


*Plurima  eft  in  duodecimTabulis  antiquitatis  effigies,qucd 
verborum  prifca  vetuftas  cognofcitur  &  adionum  quae- 
dam  genera  majorum  confuetudinem  vitamque  declarant. 
Sive  quis  civilem  fcientiam  contempletur,  totam  hanc  de- 
fcriptis  omnibus  Civitatis  utilitatibus5ac  pirtibus  duodecim 
Tabulis  contineri  videbitis  j  five  quern  ifta  prccpotens  & 
gloriofaPhilofophiadelediat^dicam  audacius,  hofcehabet 
fontes  omnium  difputationum  fuarum,  qui  jure  civili  &c 
legibus  continentur.  Fremant  omnes  licet  dicam  quod 
Sentio.  Bibliothecas,  me  hercule,  omnium  Philofopho.i 
rum  unus  mihi  videtur  duodecim  Tabularum  libellus, 
ii  quis  legum  fontes,  &  capita  viderit,  &  autoritatis 
pondere  &  utilitatis  ubertate  fuperare,  Cic. 

L  i  fuffi. 
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fufficiently  admire  two  Things,  viz.  Their 
Brevity  and  their  Qerfpicuity  :  But  I  find 
I  am  entering  farther  into  this  Subjeft  than 
I  intended 


What  is  faid  in  the  following  Sheets, 
does,  I  think,  naturally  enough  flow  from 
the  Text  I  am  then  handling  ;  or,  in  other 
Words,  from  that  Paragraph  of  Cleomenes's 
Letter  which  I  am  then  jinfwermg  ;  yet  I 
muft  own,  I  am  in  no  great  Pain  as  to 
this  Point  ;  If  the  Matter  I  lay  before  my 
Readers  is  but  agreeable  to  them,  they  are 
rather  the  more  obliged  to  me  for  ftepping 
a  little  out  oftbeWay  to  fetch  it  in. 
>  *  '  n*  •"*~5—  >  .'.*j'lfi;.3  '  ??rf?  •  nr'  tJ* 

As  I  have  already  affumed  this  Liberty, 
I  ftiall  make  no  Scruple  to  take  it  for  the 
future;  but  fhall  ad  like  a  Man  who  rides 
out  purely  for  his  Diverfion,  and  who  if 
he  difcovers  an  agreeable  Objed,  leaves 
the  Road  he  was  /#,  and  fpurs  up  to  take 
a  View  of  it.  I  can  juftify  myfelf  in  this 
Prafttce,  if  it  be  ncceflary,  from  the  Ex- 
ample of  feveral  celebrated  Authors, 

LJu      '  .''  "•'    '  • 
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A  Man  who  takes  up  Montaign^  and 
pretends  to  guefs  at  the  Contents  of  any 
Chapter,  from  the  7ttle,  will  find  himfelf, 
generally  fpeaking,  extreamly  miftaken ; 
and  yet  the  Rambles  of  this  lively  old 
Go/con,  are,  in  the  Opinion  of  many  People, 
the  greateft  Beauties  in  his  Writings  :  'Tis 
pretty  plain  he  put  Scaliger  quite  out  of 
Breath  to  follow  him,  and  that  the  Learned 
and  Methodical  Critick  cannot  help  now 
and  then  envying  the  Man  he  reiblves  to 
Scold  at. 

But  I  fliould  rather  chufe  to  flicker  niy- 
felf  in  this  Cafe,  under  the  Prote&ion  of 
two  Gentlemen  of  the  prefent  Age ;  who, 
in  the  Opinion  of  all  good  Judges,  are 
allowed  to  Hand  in  the  firjl  Clafs  of  Writers : 
I  mean  the  prefent  Earl  of  Orrery ',  and 
the  late  Monfleur  Bayk. 

The  firjl  of  thefe  two  excellent  Author  sy 
in  his  Examination  of  Dr.  Bentley'j  Differ-? 
tations  on  t he  *Efi files  of  Phalaris,  con- 
defcends  fometimes  to  ask  his  Reader's 
Pardon  for  a  Digreffion^  which  if  he  had 
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omitted,  they  ought  never  to  have  forgiven 
him  :  By  the  help  of  feveral  little  Dl- 
grej/ions,  he  has   flung  an   infinite  deal  of 
fVit  and  Humour  into   a   Controversy  of 
itfelf  the  leaft  entertaining,  that  a  Man  of 
Senfe  could  well  have  been  engaged  in  : 
His  Lordfhip  has  fo  contrived  it,  that  even 
the   Gay    and   Polite   read    a  Book  with 
Pleafure,  in  which  he  was  obliged  to  dif- 
pute  zboutScazons  and  idnapjeftics ;  to  deter- 
mine after  what  Paufe  a  trochee  or  frlbrach 
might  be  properly  admitted ;  and  to  de- 
fcend  at  laft  to  Accents,  Enclltlcks,  and 
Parapkromatlck  Particles. 


Monfieur  £ay!ey  under  the  Title  of 
Several  f bought s  upon  the  Comet  which  ap- 
peared In  1680,  *  has  wrote  four  Volumes 
in  a  clofe  Dutch  Print  :  In  thefe  Books 
he  has  difcourfed  upon  a  great  Variety  of 
Particulars  in  Religion,  Hiftory,  Politicks, 
Phyfieks,  Poetry,  &c.  In  a  Word,  he 


. 

*  Pensees  diverfes  Ecrites  a  un  Dofteur  de  Sorbonnc 
A  TOccafion  de  la  Comete  qui  parut  au  Mois  de  De- 
cembre  1680. 


has 


INTRODUCTION.      1 5 1 

has  made  no  manner  of  Scruple  to  intro- 
duce any  Subjeft  he  had  a  mind  to  write 
upon,  however  foreign  it  feemed  to  the 
fitle  of  his  Book :  The  Exculc  he  makes 
for  this  manner  of  Proceeding,  ferves  my 
Purpofe  fo  well,  and  is  fo  much  better 
than  any  thing  I  can  fay  for  myfelf,  that 
I  ftiall  take  the  Liberty  to  borrow  it  from 
him. 

This  learned  Writer,  after  obfcrying 
how  often  he  went  out  of  his  Way,  to  lay 
fome  curious  Obfervation,  or  Piece  of 
Hiftory,  before  his  Readers ;  /  hope  however^ 
fays  he,  fhat  my  Readers  will  not  be  forry, 
that  they  now  and  then  lofe  the  Sight  of  my 
Comet  for  Jo  many  Pages  together ;  Nay^  I 
do  not  know  whether  this  Rook  may  not  have 
the  fame  Fortune  with  the  famous  Picture  of 
the  Satyr  and  the  Partridge,  drawn  by  Pro- 
togenes.  fhe  Satyr  was  what  the  Painter 
had  chiefly  in  his  Vkw  ;  fhe  Partridge  was 
only  flung  into  the  Piece  by  way  of  De- 
coration ;  and  yet  the  bej}  Judges  of  Painting, 
were  better  f  leafed  with  the  Piflure  of  the 
Partridge  than  that  of  the  Monitor. 

I  have 
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I  have  infertcd  Cleomenes's  Letter  <2V^ 
*rd/#  by  Paragraph  ;  that  my  Readers 
might  fee  whether  I  have,  or  have  not 
fairly  anfvvered  whatever  this  Iliuftrious 
Author  has  thought  fit  to  advance  :  I  have 
always  looked  upon  it  to  be  extreamly 
mean  and  low,  either  to  Mi/quote  an  Adver- 
fary's  Words,  or  to  reprefent  his  Argu~* 
merits  in  a  falfe  Light :  Of  my  Notes,  fomc 
are  Critical  $  the  reft  are  intended  for  the 
Ufe  of  fuch  Perfons  as  have  not  been  con- 
verfant  in  Hiflory. 
.^VHmt^Atf;-  w^v 

What  I  have  wrote,  is  molt  fmcerely 
intended  for  the  Benefit  of  that  Country, 
whofe  Welfare,  by  all  the  Laws  of  God 
and  Nature,  I  conceive  myfelf  obliged 
to  promote  to  the  utmoft  of  my  Power 
and  Abilities.  Having  now  lived  fome 
Years  in  the  World  ;  Having  converfed 
familiarly  with  fome  of  the  greateft  Men 
this  Age  has  produced;  Having  endea- 
voured to  underftand  the  Conftitution  of 
that  Country  in  which  I  was  born,  and 
Made  fome  few  Obfervations  Abroad  \  I  am 
from  all  thefe  fully  convinced,  that  fuch 

is 
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is  the  happy  Scituation  of  Great  Britain, 
that  it  might  eafily  become  one  of  the 
richejt  and  moft  powerful  States  in 
Europe.  I  am  likewife  convinced,  that 
there  is  no  Occafion  for  any  refned  Policy 
to  bring  this  about.  That,  on  the  con- 
trary, we  need  only  follow  thofe  Maxims 
which  Nature  plainly  points  out  to  us: 
Nay,  what  is  ftill  more,  that  Providence 
has  been  fo  very  indulgent  to  this  Ifland, 
That  we  muft  commit  the  moft  manifeft 
Errors  in  Policy,  Sin  againft  the  Light  of 
Nature,  contrive  Schemes,  and  even  be 
lufy  to  bring  about  our  own  Dejlru$wny 
before  we  can  thoroughly  accomplifh 
it. 

I  am  fenfible  that  no  Author  was  ever 
yet  fortunate  enough  to  pleafe  all  his 
Readers  :  I  do  not  doubt,  but  fome  People 
will  imagine  I  have  faid  too  much,  and 
others,  too  little :  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to 
thefe ;  but  there  is  a  third  Sort,  who, 
though  they  agree  with  me  in  moft  Points, 
may  very  poflibly  be  a  little  difgufted  at 
fome  particular  Paflages :  I  only  beg  Leave 
to  allure  fuch,  That  I  endeavour  to  write 
M  to 
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to  fomc  End.  That  I  thought  twice  before 
I  -wrote ;  and  that  if  they  will  but  do  me 
the  Favour  to  think  as  often  before  they 
Cenjiire,  I  do  not  entirely  defpair  of  ob- 
taining their  Pardon,  for  what  at  firft 
Sight,  may,  perhaps,  difpleafe  them. 

•<a  rp->';Sfn  °| 

I  have  but  one  thing  more  to  add : 
Moft  of  my  Books  and  Papers  have  been 
taken  from  me,  in  a  cruel  and  an  illegal 
Manner :  I  am  under  Confinement ;  di£- 
abled  from  coming  at  fome  Authors  I 
would  have  confulted,  and  obliged  to  truft 
much  more  to  my  own  Memory  than  I 
could  have  wifhed.  If  under  thefe  Cir~ 
cumftances,  I  ftiould  have  made  fome  little 
Miftake  in  any  Hiftorical  Fad,  I  humbly 
truft,  from  the  Candour  and  Humanity  of 
the  learned  World^  that  they  will  not  be 
too  fevere  upon  me  in  fuch  a  Cafe. 
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CLEOM°EN  E  S, 

KING  of 

S  •  3>   A     R    T  A, 


FROM 


Euflace  Budgell  Efq; 


Solamen  habeto 


Mortis  j  ab  j3£monio  quod  fis  jugulatus  Achillc. 

Ov.  Metam.  Lib.  xii. 


Mojl  Mighty  Monarch^ 

HOUGH   I  find  I  am  to  fatt, 
it  is  at  leaft  fbme  Pleafure  to 
me  to  confider  that  I  fhall/i// 
by  fo  great  a  Hand  as  your 
Majefty's;  and  this  Reflection 
determined  me  in  the  Choice  of  my  Motto. 
[  B  J  Before 
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Beffefc  1  fiibmit  to  fliy  Fate,  I  am  likefrift 
pleafed  to  fee  the  glorious  and  happy  Condi- 
tion of  my  native  Country  :  The  Affairs  of 
Great-Britain  are^  it  feems,  become  confide- 
rable  enough  to  make  a  Noife  even  in  the 
other  World,  and  to  divide  the  moft  illuftri* 
ous  Shades  of  the  Ancients  into  different  Fac^ 
tions  :  Cato^  Socrates,  ^hocion^  'Publicola* 
Ariftides,  and  Cantillus*  have  long  fince  ap- 
peared among  us  ;  and  fhewn  more  Warmth 
and  *Paffion  in  attacking  and  defending  fome 
English  Minifters,  than  ever  they  did  in  Be- 
half of  thofe  different  Parties  they  formerly 
efpoufed  at  Rome  or  Athens  j  I  find  even 
your  Majefty  is  at  laft  become  a  Knight  Er- 
rant, and  has  made  a  Sally  from  the  Banks  of 
Sttx  in  Defence  of  a  noble  Terfon,  whofe 
fublick  Spirit  and  other  Virtues  do  ib  near- 
ly referable  thofe  of  the  ancient  Spartan**. 
I  have  read  with  a  proper  Attention,  your 
Majefty's  Epiftle  to  the  worthy  Author  of 
the  Ttaily  Courant  y  and  as  I  find  I  have  the 
Honour  to  be  the  Subject  of  it,  it  would  be 
an  unpardonable  Breach  of  good  Manners* 

if 


'The  Names  of  thefe^r^  Men  have  been  fubfcrib'd 
feveral  Letters  printed  in  our  Weekly  Journals,  and 
other  pubhck  News-Papers 


to  Cleomenes. 

if  I  fliould  not  return  your  Majefty  an  An- 
fwer  :  I  fliould  have  done  this  Iboner,  had 
I  not  been  prevented  by  fome  Circumftances^ 
to  which  I  believe  your  Majefty  is  not  alto- 
gether a  Stranger.     Though  I  am  treated  in 
your  Epiftle,  with  as  much  Haughtinefs  and 
Contempt,  as  your  Majefty  could  have  ex* 
prefled  to  one  of  your  Heliotes  >•*  yet  in  my 
Anfwer  to  your  Majefty,   I  lhall  keep  my- 
felf  within  the  ftrideft  Rules  of  Decency 
and  good  Manners.     I  am  determined  to  this 
upon  two  Confiderations ;  firft,  upon  Account 
of  the  Figure  your  Majefty  once  made  in 
the  World ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Royal  Style  and  Way   of  Writing, 
does  fb  exadly  refemble  a  mojl  noble  Per- 
fon\  with  whom  I  had  formerly  the  Ho- 
nour to  be  acquainted :  I  ftiall  pay  a  proper 
Regard  to  each  of  your  princely  Sentiments : 
That  I  may  not  difguife  them  by  prefum- 
ing  to  cioath  them  in  my  vulgar  Style,   I 
lhall  lay  them  before  my  Readers  in  your 
own  Words,  and  juft  as  your  Majefty  caufed 
[82]  them 
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them  to  be  infcrted  in  the  "Daily  Courant  of 
May  27. 

YOUR  Royal  Epiftle  begins  thus  : 

To  the  Author  of  the  Daily  CouranC* 

SIR, 

"  r  I  ^HE  well-known  extraordinary  *Pro- 
"  JL  ceeding  of  Mr.  EUSTACE  BuvGELt 
u  at  his  Maje/iy's  Levee  ^  having  made  fome 
"  Noife  in  the  World^  allow  me  to  communi- 
u  cate  t  ho fe  Hints  to  the  'Public  k,  which  may 
"  convey j  as  I  apprehend,  a  much  jujter 
"  Notion  than  has  yet  been  entertain  d  of 
«  that  Affair  r 

IT  is  the  utmoft  Satisfaftion  to  me  to  find, 
that  your  Majefty  and  I  do  at  leaft  agree  in  one 
Particular  •  namely,  that  "The  well-known  ex- 
traor  dinar fProceeding  of  Mr.  EuftaceBudgell 
was  at  theLevee  of  the  King  of  GreatBritain ; 
becaufe  I  have  been  inform'dj  that  your  Ma- 
jefty has  formerly  reported  this  well-known 
Proceeding  was  in  the  *Dr awing- Room  :  I 
am  fure  the  Publick  will  pay  fo  much  Defe- 
rence to  any  Hints  your  Majefty  {hall  con- 

defcend 
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defcend  to  communicate  to  them,  in  order  to 
correct  their  Notions  about  this  Affair,  that 
I  lhall  no  longer  detain  them  from  fb  agree- 
able  an  Entertainment,  but  proceed  to  tran- 
icribe  the  next  Paragraph  of  your  Majefty's 
Epiftle;  which  runs  thus  : 

"  Thefe,  Sir,  neither  the  Tublick,  nor 
"  yourfelfj  had  been  troubled  with,  had 
"  Mr.  BUDGELL  been  left  to  the  Manage- 
"  ment  of  his  own  Concern  >  which  feems  to 
"  have  been  of  a  private  Nature  ^  and  rela- 
"  ted  principally  to  his  own  particular  In- 
"  terefl  >  for  though  his  Method  ofcondutt- 
"  ing  itj  might  make  him  the  Objefl  of  much 
"  Ridicule  and  Contempt,  yet  it  could  not 
"  foffibty  have  flood  in  need  of  being  more 
a  publickly  expofedj  than  fuch  Treatment 
"  would  furnifh  ;  but  a  Set  of  artful  ill 
"  Men.,  taking  the  Advantage  of  the  great 
"  Weaknefs  of  this  unhappy  Perfon,  have 
"  been  making  a  TOOL  of  him;  andjinfhort^ 
"  having  worKd  him  up  to  an  Impertinence 
"  within  Doors,  are  now  endeavouring  to 
"  make  him  noify  tf»^fadious  without :  And 
cc  thefe  are  Circumftances  which  willjuflify 
^  an  open  Oppofition." 

[83]  I  AM 
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^    .     •  i  v 

I  AM  overjoy 'd  to  find  even  by  ttiisficond 
apbyth&t  your  Majetty'sWay  of  think- 
ing is  much  nearer  my  t>wn  than  it  was 
formerly  :  Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  inti- 
mate, that  I  am  a  very  weak  Man  ;  and  this 
I  readily  grant :  Since  your  Majefty  is  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  allow  me  at  prefent,  not 
to  be  downright  dijira£tedy  I  am  refolved  to 
have  no  Manner  of  Difpute  with  your  Ma- 
jefty, either  about  the  Strength  or  Quantity  of 
my  Underftanding.  Your  Majefty  fays  next, 
that  I  am  an  unhaffy  *Perfon  j  and  this  is  like- 
wife  moft  certainly  true ;  yet,  I  beg  Leave  to 
tell  your  Majefty ,  that  fome  of  your  Royal 
fredeccflbrs.  have  rather  chofe  to  affift,  than  to 
make  unhappy  Men.  The  next  kind  Thing 
your  Majefty  fays  of  me,  is,  that  I  am  d 
Tool;  and  by  your  Majefty's  putting  the  Word 
Tool,  both  here  and  elfewhere  in  Cafital 
Letter vr,  your  Majefty  feems  to  have  a  very 
particular  AfFeflion  for  Tools  :  I  would  not 
be  thought  to  infinuate,  that  your  Majefty  is 
about  fuch  Work  as  none  but  Men  that  are 
very  Tools  would  ever  engage  in.  Thefe  fe- 
veral  Circumftances  of  my  being  weak,  un- 
and  a  'Tool,  your  Majefty  fcems  to 

think 
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think  will  juftify  your  of  en  Offojition  to  me  : 
I  humbly  conceive  the  Words  of  en  Offoji- 
tion, in  the  Mouth  of  a  Prince,  fignify  War  y 
fo  that  I  am  to  look  upon  this  Epiftle  of  your 
Majefty's,  as  an  of  en  and  formal  ^Declaration 
of  War*  I  am  very  fenfible  how  unequal  I 
am  to  the  Encounter;  yet,  withagoodCaufe 
on  my  Side,  if  I  cannot  conquer^  I  Ihall  en- 
deavour at  leaft  to  fall  like  an  Englishman. 

YOUR  Majefty  proceeds  thus  : 

"  To  retain  this  new  Implement  of  Scan- 
<c  dal,  how  altered  is  the  Tone  on  his  Be- 
"  half?  What  Encomiums  are  there  not 
"  rented?  andhow  fluffed  at  frefent  are  the 
"  Taferswith  the  Traifes  ^/A/T.BUDGELL, 
a  who  but  a  few  Months  before  ,  had  been 
"  refrefented  by  the  fame  Faction  that  now 
f  cry  him  ufy  as  an  Impoftor  and  a  BuiGFoon, 
u  andfublickly  fet  m  as  ridiculous  a  Light  * 
cc  as  their  Wit  and  Invention  could  flace 
"  him  ?  How  far  his  late  Behaviour  has  made 
"  it  evident  he  had  then  no  Injuftice  done 
:  him,  let  thofe,  bell  acquainted  with  it, 
?.  determine/' 
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THERE  is  fo  little  Difference  between  a 
Tool  and  an  Implement,  that  I  don't  think 
your  Majefty  has  much  added  in  the  firft  Sen- 
tence of  this  Taragrafhy  to  the  Favour  you 
conferred  upon  me  in  the  f  receding.  I 
confefs,  in  the  next  Sentence^  your  Majefty 
tells  me  a  Piece  of  News  :  I  am  fo  far  from 
knowing  that  the  publick  Papers  hare  been 
fluffed  with  my  Traifes  and  Encomiums,  that 
I  profefs  to  your  Majefty,  I  don't  kpow  that 
all  the  Papers  together  have  faid  fo  much 
about  me,  as  your  Majefty  has  done  in  this 
terrible  Satire  which  I  am  now  endeavour- 
ing to  anfwer,  and  which  almoft  fills  up  a 
whole  'Daily  Courant.  Your  Majefty  fur- 
prizes  me  no  leis,  on  the  other  Hand,  by  ac^ 
quainting  me,  that  /  was  refrefented  but  a 
few  Months  Jince  as  an  Iwfoftor  and  a  Buf- 
foon, by  that  very  Fattion  who  are  now  fo 
loud  in  my  Traifes  y  but  we  ftiall  fee  your 
Majefty  demonftrate  this  Point  fo  veryflainly 
in  your  next  Taragrafhj  that,  I  think,  no 
Body  for  the  future  can  entertain  the  leaft 
Poubt  about  it. 
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YOUR  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  conclude  the 
Paragraph  I  am  now  anfwering,  with  a  moft 
gracious  Sentence ;  and  has  caufed  it  to  be  all 
printed  in  the  Italick  Character  ^  to  diftin- 
guifh  it  from  every  other  Tart  of  your  Royal 
Epiftle.  The  Sentence  I  mean  is  this  : 
How  far  his  late  Behaviour  has  made  it  e- 
vident  he  had  then  no  Injuflice  done  himy  let 
thofe>  beft  acquainted  with  if,  determine. 

THIS  is  very  good  and  gracious  :  I  remem- 
ber when  your  Majefty  was  King  of  Lacedg- 
mon,  you  did  not  always  let  your  Subjeds 
determine  as  they  thought  fit ;  and  the  Efho- 
rij  the  chief  Magiftrates  in  Sfarta,  happen- 
ing to  differ  in  Opinion  from  your  Majefty, 
in  order  to  end  the  Difpute,  you  hired  feme 
AjJaJfineS)  and  very  fairly  cut  their  Throats. 
To  tell  you  the  Truth,  I  never  lookM  upon 
this  Prank  to  be  one  of  the  moft  glorious 
of  your  A£tions ;  and  I  am  glad  to  find  that 
you  remember  at  prefent,  you  are  writing  to 
Englifhmeny  who,  to  let  you  into  a  Secret, 
will  take  the  Liberty  to  determine  as  com- 
mon Senfe  aod  Reafon  fliall  dircdl  them,  whe- 
ther your  Spartan  Majefty  "will,  or  will  not, 
gllow  them  to  do  fo. 
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YOUR  Majefty  proceeds  thus  ; 

"  But  to  make  it  flain^  Mr.  Budgell  hat 

«  no  Injury  offered  him  here  /   and  at  the 

"  fame  Time  let  Mankind  fee  what  Notion 

"  his  frefent  Confederates  then  had,  how 

«  chang'd  foever  it  may  be  fince,  of  his  re- 

a  ceiving  and  entertaining  his  Majejty  in 

ic  his  Way  to  New-Market,  ufon  his  own 

"  Eftate>  as  he  fretendedy  which  has  of  late 

«  been  fo  much.talk'd  ofc  I  am  under  a  Ne- 

«  ceffity  of  tranfcribing,  which  I  lhall  do 

«  with  the  utrnoft  Exadnefs,  afrintedLet- 

1  ter  in  Mift's  Journal?   April  27,   1725. 

"  which  is  as  follows : 

Berkfliire,  April  ±5.  after  the  ift. 
Arra,  Sir, 

IAm>  by  my  Shoul,  after  being  out  of 
Patience  to  hear  my  Coujln  Budg  -  -1 
talk  in  the  Daily  Poft  that  comes  out  Tef- 
1  ter  day  of  an  EJtate  of  his  in  Hertfordfhire, 
1  three  $»*rters  of  a  Mile  all  a-kngby  the 
'  Stde  °f  *he  Road,  Faith,  reaching  from  one 

«  End 
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«  End  to  f other  now. Now  then>  by 

"  Chrieft^  I  have  in  Berkfliire  as  good  an 

"  Eft  ate  as  Coufm  B \  have  in  Hert- 

"  fordfliire,  and  it  lying  all  in  the  Road^  and 
"  upon  the  Highway  ^  Faith.  — -  I  had  a 
"  Terfon  of  great  Duality  with  four  Coaches 
<c  and  fix  Horfes  alla-foot^  with  fix  Chair- 
"  men  all  in  a  Coach j  befides  a  great  many 
<c  Foot" Soldiers  on  Horfeback^  all  went 
"  through  my  Eftate  for  thirty  Miles  toge- 
a  ther  >  and  though  fome  of  them  had  all 
?  eaten  'very  heartily  at  'Dinner^  they  con~ 
"  defcended  to  eat  nothing  with  me. 

Arra,  I  am,  dear  Sir,  Yours, 

MATT.  LACKLAND. 

IN  order  to  make  it  very  flain^  that  I 
was  rejprefented  as  an  Imfoftor  and  a  Buffoon, 
but  *.few  Months  fince  by  a  certain  Fa  ft  ion  j 
as  yoiir  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  call  them,  you 
have  here  tranfcrib'd,  with  the  utmojt  Exatf- 
nefs,  a  Letter,  whichs  according  to  your  own 
Accoutit  of  it,  was  printed  in  Miffs  Jour- 
nal above  two  Tears  ago.  I  confefi,  I  be- 
gin to  think  it  an  unpardonable  Prefumption 

to 
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to  difpute  any  longer  with  a  Monarch,  who 
fo  clearly  demonftrates  whatever  he  aflerts : 
I  could  not  *efled,  that  I  had  been  often  re- 
prefented,  cither  as  an  Ape,,  a  Coxcomb ',  an 
Imfoftorj  or  a  Buffoon  ;  nor  could  I  readily 
comprehend  how  I  had  deferved  all  thefe  Ci- 
vil T//&T,  6*  having  fliewn  a  little  Refpett 
to  my  Prince,   and  provided  a  fmall  Colla- 
tion for  him  on  that  Spot  of  Ground  where 
his  Predeceffors  King  Charles  II.    and  the 
late  King  William,    vouchfafed  to  refrefh 
themfelves  in  their  Way  to  New-Market : 
However,  upon  what  your  Majefty  was  plea- 
fed  to  affert,  I  examin'd  the  Tublick  'Pafers 
in  Afril;   1728.     and  in    the   Craftfman^ 
the  ^Daily-Toft,  and  Miji's  Journal,  I  find 
an  Article,    which  gives  an  Account  of  the 
King  ofGreat-JBritain's  going  to  New-Mar- 
ket, and  mentions  fomething  relating  to  my- 
felf ;  I  will  lay  this  Article  before  my  Rea- 
ders :  I  muft  own  I  fet  down  the  firjt l(Part 
of  it,  to  ihew  the  unfeigned  Joy  of  People 
of  all  Ranks  at  his  prefent  Majefty's  Ac- 
cejjlon  to  the  Throne  :  I  may  fay,  without 
the  leaft  Sufpicion  of  Flattery,  that  never 
any  Prince  came  to  the  Crown  more  general, 
ly  beloved  ;  The  Satisfaction  of  the  middling 

Sort 
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Sort  of  People,  who  had  no  Views  at  Court, 
no  Hopes  of  either  T laces  or  Pen/tons.,  is 
hardly  to  be  conceived :  I  was  an  Eye-Wit- 
nefs  of  what  all  our  Publick  Papers  obferved 
in  1728.  i>/#.  with  what  uncommon  Tran- 
Jfiorts  and  Acclamations  the  King  was  met 
in  his  Way  to  New-Market  :%  I  fhall  make 
no  Scruple  to  add,  That,  if  the  Condud  of 
any  Minifter^k?  that  Time  has  deprived  his 
Royal  Mailer  of  any  Part  of  the  Affections 
of  his  Subjects,  he  has  robb'd  his  Prince  of 
a  Treafure^  for  which  all  his  own  Services  ^ 
though  they  were  an  hundred  Times  greater 
than  they  are,  will  never  be  able  to  make 
him  Amends. 

I  CHUSE  to  tranfcribe  the  Article  I  have 
mentioned,  out  of  the  Craft fman^  becaufe  I 
have  heard,  and  do  verily  believe,  that  the 
Writers  of  that  Paper  are  above  taking  Bribes^ 
and  never  infert  any  Account  in  their  News 
becaufe  they  are  faid  for  it.  I  know  who 
the  Gentleman  was  that  both  wrote  zn&fent 
uf  the  following  Account  from  Bifhof-Stort- 
ford :  As  it  may,  perhaps,  be  thought  cri- 
minal at  prefent,  for  any  Man  to  Ipeakof  me 
a  little  kindly,  I  fliall  not  prelume  to  name 

him; 
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him ;  yet  as  he  is  in  Pofleffion  of  a  gool  For: 
tune,  and  is  entirely  independent,  I  dare  fay 
he  will  not  refufe  to  let  me  mention  his  Name, 
ihould  any  Accident  make  it  neceffary.  I 
have  already  faid  why  I  infert  the/r/Z  Tart 
of  this  Article ;  I  beg  Leave  to  add,  that  no- 
thing fliould  have  made  me  quote  the  latter 
Tarty  but  as  it  is  a  dirett  Anfwer  to  an  AP 
fertion  in  your  Majefty's  Epiftle. 

From  the  Craftjman  of  Saturday,  j^f^il^ 
1728. 

London,  April  vj. 

IC  C^\^  Tuefday  Morning  about  Nine 
"  \^J  o'Clock,  his  Majeftyfet  out  from  St. 
«  James's  for  New-Market ±  attended  in  the 
"  Coach  by  the  Earl  of  Scarborough  Mafter 
«  of  the  Horfe,  the  Earl  of  Cholmondly  Gold^ 
"  Staff  Officer,  and  the  Lord  Clinton  Gentle- 
"  man  of  the  Bed-Chamber  in  Waiting,  con- 
"  duded  by  a  Party  of  the  FourthTroop  of 
u  Guards,  which  is  to  be  relieved  by  a  Par* 
"  ty  of  the  Lord  Cobham^  Hoffe. 

"  The  King  was  met  in  all  the  Towns 

«  and  Villages,  through  which  he  pafled  in 
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#  his  Journey  to  New-Market ,  by  vaft  Mul* 
rt  titudes  of  People  of  all  Ranks;  who  tefti- 
"  fy'd  their  Pleafure  in  feeing  his  Majefty, 
"  with  Acclamations,  Ringing  of  Bells,  and 
"  all  other  Demonftrations  of  Joy,  particu- 
w  larly  at  the  following  Place : 

Bifhop-Stortford)  in  Hertfordshire,  Afr.  a  3. 

"  This  Day  his  Majefty  pafled  by  this 
u  Place ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  a  long,  nar- 
"  row  hollow  Way,  drove  for  above  three 
u  Quarters  of  a  Mile  over  the  Eftate  of 
cc  Euftace  Budgell  Efq;  who,  we  are  inform- 
"  ed,  was  a  near  Relation  to  the  late  Mr.  Se* 
u  cretary  Addifon^  and  had  fome  Share  with 
"  that  great  and  good  Man  in  compofing 
"  thofe  inimitable  Pieces,  called  the  SPEO 
"  TATORS.  Mr.  Budgell's  Eftate  lies  two 
"  Miles  from  us^  and  twenty-five  from  New* 
u  Market ;  and  as  he  is  now  in  the  Country, 
cc  he  had  taken  Care  to  have  a  large  Tent 
<c  pitch'd  in  one  of  his  Fields,  through  which 
"  the  King  was  to  pals,  with  a  very  hand- 
4C  fome  Cold  Collation,  ready  on  the  Table  j 
"  and  tho'  his  Majefty  had  juft  din'd  before, 
"  he  was  pleafed  to  flop  and  take  a  Glafi 

cc  of 
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"  of  Wine,  as  did  alfb  feveral  of  his  Atteh-* 
«  dants :  A  vaft  Number  of  People  who  af- 
"  fembled  together  upon  Mr.  Budgell's  Ef- 
"  tate  on  this  Occafionr  had  Wine  and  Ale 
"  given  them,  to  drink  the  Health  of  his 
"  Majefty,  the  Queen,  and  all  the  Royal  Fa- 
"  mily.  The  King  and  fome  of  the  Nobility, 
"  flung  Money  amongft  the  Populace." 

I  AM  humbly  of  Opinion,  it  appears  by 
the  preceding  Article,  that  I  was  not  thought 
a  Tool;  an  Afe*  an  Imfojlor,  and  a  Buf* 
foon,  but  a  few  Months  (5  nee,  by  thofe  Sort 
of  People  whom  your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to 
call  a  Faction.  I  find  your  Majefty's  De- 
finition of  a  factious  Terfon^  is,  a  Man  who 
is  not  an  humble  and  implicate  Admirer  of 
the  Condutt  and  Abilities  of  your  Majefty's 
Hero.  Now,  according  to  this  Definition, 
whether,  upon  a  modeft  Computation,  forty- 
nine  out  of  Fifty )  of  the  King  of  Great^ 
Britain's  Subjefts,  are  not  factious  Terfons^ 
is  a  Point  that,  if  I  had  Leifure  enough 
for  it,  might  well  deferve  a  particular  En^ 
quiry.  It  is  very  certain,  that  in  Mift's 
Journal^  Afril  -LJ.  that  moft  ingenious 
Letter  is  inferted,  which  your  Majefty  afliires 

C  us 
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us  you  have  tranfcribed  with  the  utmoft  Ex* 
atfnefs:  It  is  not  impoffible  but  your  Ma- 
jefty, if  you  had  thought  proper,  could  allb 
have  acquainted  the  Publick  how  it  came 
there.  I  muft  own,  that  notwithftanding 
that  inimitable  Vein  of  Wit  and  Humour^ 
which  runs  through  this  whole  Piece,  I  am 
afraid  it  might  ftill  have  flept  in  Obfcurity, 
and  perhaps  have  been  intirely  loft  to  Pofte- 
rity,  had  not  your  Majefty  rendered  it  im- 
mortalj  by  tranfcribing  it  with  the  utmoft. 
ExaStnefe  into  your  own  Writings.  I  am  of 
Opinion,  that  your  Majefty  was  chiefly  in- 
duced to  take  fo  much  Pains  about  this  incom- 
parable Piece,  that  it  might  remain  as  the 
Standard  m&Tattern  of  fine  Writing  in  the 
Epiftolary  J¥ay :  Yet  as  we  are  to  fuppofe 
this  Letter  was  wrote  by  a  Gentleman  of 
Ireland,  who  often  calls  me  Coufin^  your 
Majefty  might  poffibly  think  it  likewife  to  be 
a  flain  'Demonftration  of  the  Truth  of  that 
Report,  which  has  been  fpread  with  ib  much 
Induftry,  viz.  that  I  was  a  Native  of  that 
Kingdom,  If  Ireland  had  really  been  my  na* 
tive  Country,  I  fhould  not  have  been  at  all 
afhamed  to  own  it ;  having  known  feveral 
Gentlemen  of  that  Kingdom  (which  deferves 
[  C  ]  better 
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tetter  Ufagc  than  it  has  often  met  with) 
who  had  as  much  Honour  and  Trobity  as 
any  Englishman  >•  yet  having  already  Ihewn 
how  falfe  the  above*nifentioned  Report  is, 
in  my  Toftfeript  to  the  Jlxth  Edition  of  my 
Letter  to  the  Craft  Jinan,  I  fhall  take  no  fur- 
ther Notice  of  it  in  this  Place. 

You  go  on  in  your  Epiftle  thus : 

u  What  a  Jefl  is  here  made  of  the  'very 
"  Circumftance  Mr.  BuvGELLfeems  to  found 
"  all  his  Pretenfions  on,  and  by  the  'very 
iC  Terfens  he  feems  to  have  paid  for  pub- 
tf  lifting  this  his  Merit  to  the  World;  but 
"  in  how  different  a  Strain  they  at  prefent 
"  talk)  the  Town's  too-well  acquainted  to 
<c  want  further  Information.  I  would  only 
"  therefore  juft  obferve  what  is  matter  of 
"  Merit  with  thefe  ^People ;  Let  a  Man 
<c  be  ever  fo  great  a  Coxcomb,  let  him  have 
a  been  grojly  ridiculous^  or  made  himfeif 
"  juftly  the  Subjed  of  the  mo  ft  public  k  1)e- 
a  rifion>  as  in  the  Cafe  above,  yet  let  him 
ft  but  once  become  the  Inftrument  of  Detrac- 
tt  tion,  and  attempt  to  defame  the  Admini- 
rt  Jlration,  hit  Folly  all  vanishes ,  he's  no  longer 

an 
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c*  an  Ape  <with  them ;  they  imfay  all  they 
"  faid  before  ;  and  from  that  Moment  the 
u  Man  becomes  a  Patriot ;  and  is  wife,  and 
"  learned,  and  good,  and  great ;  is  all 
"  Defert,  and  has  every  excellent  Quality 
"  that  can  adorn  or  accomplilh  him. 

A  CERTAIN  facetious  Writer,  *  giving  an 
Account  of  the  State  of  Affairs  in  the  lower 
Regions,  tells  us,  as  I  remember,  that  Julius 
G^/^rwas  become  a  Ballad-Singer ;  thatyf/w- 
ander  the  Great  was  turned  Corn-Cutter ;  and 
that  the  famous  Semiramis  kept  a  Brandy-t 
Shop.  I  fliall  not  pretend  to  gueis,  what 
particular  Imployment  your  Majefty  may  have 
followed  upon  the  Banks  of  Styx  ;  but  am 
heartily  forry  to  fee,  that  your  old  Sfartan 
Principles  are  fo  terribly  debauched,  and  am 
afraid  you  have  lately  kept  but  indiffe- 
rent Company.  When  you  appeared  upon 
the  Britifo  Theatre,  fome  Years  fince,  un- 
der the  Title  of  the  Sfartan  Hero,  f  you 
endeavoured  to  infpire  your  Auditors,  with 
the  moft  generous  and  noble  Sentiments,  with 
a  Fortitude  fuperior  to  all  Adverfity^  with 
[  C  2  3  the 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Brown. 
t  A  Play  of  Mr. 
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the  moft  ardent  Love  for  their  Country^  and 
the  utmoft  Contemft  of  T>eath  in  a  good 
Caufe.  In  a  Word,  you  then  Hood  the  Pat- 
tern of  every  Virtue  that  ought  to  adorn  a 
King,  and  an  Hero*  Your  Veracity  ',  in  par- 
ticular, was  fb  unblemiftied,  and  your  Word 
held  fb  facredy  that  Cleonidas,  fpeaking  of 
what  you  had  promifed,  cries  out, 


j  if  the  King  ofSpzrtz/ays  he  'II  do  't, 
I  ask  no  more  than  that  > 
For  'tis  below  a  King  to  fay  what's  falfe. 

After  you  have  made  fuch  a  Figure  iri  the 
World,  it  is  with  no  fmall  Concern,  I  find 
my  felf  oblig'd  to  tell  your  Majefty,  that 
the  very  fiirft  Sentence  of  the  laft  Paragraph, 
tranfcribed  from  your  Letter  j  is  a  down-right 
Fal/bood.  You  are  pleafed  to  aflert,  that 
I  feem  to  found  all  my  Tretenfions  upon  fb 
pitiful  a  Foundation,  as  the  having  ftiewn 
my  own  Sovereign  a  little  Mark  of  decent 
Refpeft,  and  prepared  a  fmall  Refreftiment 
for  him,  as  he  pafled  over  my  Eftate.  I  am 
fo  far  from  founding  all  my  Tretenjions  on 
this  Circumftance,  that  I  never  pretended  to 
found  any  upon  it  5  nor  ftjould  ever  have 

thought 
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thought  of  fo  much  as  once  mentioning  of  it> 
had  I  not  been  obliged  to  do  fo  in  anfwer  to 
your  Letter.  No,  Sir,  if  ever  I  fhould  fbli- 
cite  the.  King  of  Great  Britain,  for  a  Poft 
pr  a  Penfion,  which  /  never  yet  f  re  fumed  to 
do,  I  am  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  your 
Majefty  knows,  I  could  found  my  cPreten- 
Jions  on  a  much  more  folid  Bajts^  than  either 
this  Circumjlance,  or  that  'Poem,  which  you 
are  falfely  pleafed  to  imagine  I  am  fo  very 
fond  of.  I  pretend  to  no  Merit  on  either  of 
thefe  Accounts :  I  have  done  but  very  little 
more  than  my  *Duty ;  and  yet  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  on  the  other  hand,  I  cannot  poffibly 
think,  that  my  having  fhewn  a  little  Re- 
fpe&  to  one  of  the  beft  and  greateft  Prin- 
ces, that  ever  fat  on  the  British  Throne, 
when  Providence  had  brought  him  fo  near 
my  poor  Cottage  ;  I  lay,  I  cannot  poffibly 
think,  that  This  was  fo  heinous  a  Crime,  as 
to  deferve  my  being  call'd  by  your  Majefty 
in  Print,  a  Coxcomb  of  the  firft  Magnitude ; 
to  be  told  in  your  own  Words,  that  upon 
this  very  Account  I  have  been  grofsly  ridi- 
culous, and  made  my  felfjujily  the  Subject 
of  the  fublick  Tlerijion.  I  am  forry,  if  I 
have  offended  your  Majefty  by  fo  fmall  a 
[G  j]  Teftimony 
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Teftimony  of  RefpecT:  for  my  lawful  Sove- 
reign >  and  yet  I  muft  confefs,  I  know  not 
how  to  repent  of  what  I  did.  My  King 
was  far  from  ftiewing  any  Marks  of  Difplea- 
fure ;  and  I  expeded  nothing  more  than  his 
gracious  Acceptance.  If  any  about  him, 
confcious  of  the  Manner  in  which  they  had 
•ufed  nie,  or  out  of  a  fitiful  Jeakufy,  too 
lhameful  to  be  avowed,  endeavoured  to 
prevent  him  from  doing  me  the  Jufltce  to 
believe  me  a  Loyal  Subject ;  The  Action 
was  exceedingly  foor  and  mean,  and  I  take 
this  publick  Opportunity  to  tell  them  fb. 

I  N  the  latter  End  of  the  Paragraph  I  am 
anfwering,  you  are  pleafed  to  intimate,  that 
fome  People  declare  I  am  wife,  and  learned^ 
and  good)  and  great ;  that  I  am  all  *Defert^ 
and  have  every  excellent  Quality ^  that  can 
cither  adorn  or  accomflifh.'  I  profefs,  Sir, 
you  tell  me  a  Piece  of  News.  I  am  very 
fenfible,  I  am  far  from  dcferving  fuch  a  Cha- 
racter ;  nor  do  I  know  any  People  that  have 
conferred  it  upon  me.  If  your  Majefty  does, 
I  am  forry  I  muft  fay,  that  I  know  not  how 
to  Return  the  Comfliment :  The  Truth  is, 
that  I  never  yet  heard 'any  Perfon  give  your 

Majefty 
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Majefty  the  fame  Character.  I  ftiall  there-. 
fore  proceed  to  the  next  Paragraph  in  your 
Letter. 


"  It  of  Courfe  comes  in  here^  to  mention  a 
famfhlet  which  has  been  one  Conference 
of  the  laudable  fraffi/ings  of  thefe  wor* 
thy  Gentlemen,,  ufon  their  new  Agent^ 
€i  fubfequent  to  his  'Petition,  but  finding 
"  the  Town  is  this  *Day  fromifed  a  full 
<c  Reply  to  it  from  another  Hand,  /  {ball 
"  omit  what  I  further  defigned^  and  do  lit  tie 
"  more  than  juft  mention  it.  This  motly 
u  Performance^  like  its  Author^  would  be 
cc  below  all  Notice  -,  but  to  frevent  the  bad 
"  1)fes  which  might  otherwife  be  made 
ca  of  it  :  It  abounds  with  Improbabilities, 
c<  Falfehoods,  and  Indecency.  The  Author 
"  feems  to  make  an  ungentlemanly  Difco- 
<c  very  of  Private  Converfation  :  He  begins 
"  with  the  moft  fulfome  Commendations  of 
u  a  Poem  of  his  own  y  and  concludes  like  a 
"  Defperado,  who  regardlels  of  what  at- 
"  tends  himfelf,  is  ready  for  the  worft  Mit- 
"  chief  he  can  be  put  upon  to  others/' 


f  G  4  ]  YOUR 
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YOUR  Majefty  in  this  Paragraph,  is  pica- 
fed  to  fall  upon  a  certain  Pamphlet,  intitled, 
a  Letter  to  the  Craft fm^n ;  which  I  thought 
my  felf  obliged  to  publifti,  to  Ihew  the 
World  how  much  I  was  abufed  by  the  Mtf- 
reprefentation  of  undeniable  Matt  rs  of 
Faff :  Your  fhort  Account  of  this  Pamphlet 
Is,  That  it  abounds  with  Improbabilities 
Falfehoods,  and  Indecency:  As  a  Model 
therefore  for  future  Writers,  I  prefume  you 
are  graciouily  pleafed  to  publiih  your  own 
Letter,  which  abounds  with  Probabilities ^ 
Truth,  and  good  Manners.  How  much  it 
abounds  with  Truth,  your  very  next  Sen- 
tence is  a  molt  flagrant  Inftance :  Your  Ma- 
jefty very  roundly  affirms,  that  in  my  Pam- 
phlet I  feem  to  make  an  ungentlemanly  *Dif- 
covery  of  private  Converfation.  I  prefume, 
when  you  made  this  Affertion,  you  had  the 
following  Paragraph  full  in  your  Eye,  in 
Page  the  29th,  of  my  Letter  to  the  Craftf- 
man,  where  fpeaking  of  Sir  R.  W.  I  fay ; 

;  HAVING  taken  Notice,  that  I  was  once 
"  well  acquainted  with  this  great  Man,  I 
1  muft  endeavoui;  to  take  from  my  felf  the 

leaft 
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u  leaft  Imputation  of  the  two  moft  odious 
"  Crimes  upon  Earth ;  I  mean  Ingratitude  and 
"  Treachery.  Whoever  can  be  guilty  of 
"  thefe,  may  very  poffibly  have  a  Soul 
"  black  enough  to  be  guilty  of  any  Thing  > 
"  and  I  fhould  a  little  doubt,  whether  a 
"  Man,  who  had  once  been  falfe  to  his 
"  Friend^  could  ever  be  true  to  his  King,  or 
"  his  Country.  I  hope,  I  fliall  not  be 
"  thought  guilty  of  Ingratitude,  fince  I  can 
<c  very  truly  affirm,  that  Sir  R.  W.  has  had 
"  fome  fmall  Obligations  to  me ;  but  if  ever 
"  I  received  the  leaft  Favour ^  AJJiJlance, 
cc  or  Kindnefs,  of  any  fort  from  Sir  R.  W. 
4<  it  is  certain  I  have  never  acknowledged  it 
*c  as  I  ought  to  have  done ;  and  I  muft  confefs 
<c  that  my  Memory  is  extremely  unfaithful. 
"  Treachery  is  the  next  Vice  to  Ingratitude ; 
"  and  I  am  therefore  fully  determined,  what- 
«  ever  I  fuffer,  to  do  nothing  contrary  to 
"  the  Rules  of  Honour.  Sir  R.  W,  is  not 
"  in  the  leaft  obliged  to  nle  for  this  Refolu- 
"  tion :  I  have  taken  it,  not  for  his  fake, 
a  but  my  own? 

How    fully    the  f receding    paragraph 

proves  your  Affertion^  viz.  That  Ifeem  to 

K,  make 
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make  an  ungentlemanly  *Diftovery  of  private 
Converfation^  the  Publick  will  judge :  But  if 
/^/'/Paragraph  does  not  prove  it,  I  do  hereby 
defy  your  Majefty  to  produce  a  Jingle  Line 
more  to  your  Purpofe  in  my  whole  Pam- 
phlet. At  the  fame  Time,  I  cannot  help 
obferving,  that  if  a  Lex  Talionis  is  juft,  and 
Ibme  T  articular s  are  true,  of  which  I  have 
been  credibly  informed,  the  Hero  of  your 
Majefty's  Epiftle  has  the  leaft  Right  of  any 
Man  living,  to  infift  upon  a  ftrid  Obferva- 
tion  of  the  Rules  of  Honour  in  this  Point. 
You  are  pkafed  to  obferve  next,  that  f  be- 
gin my  Pamphlet  with  the  moft  fulfome 
Commendation  of  a  Poem  of  my  own.  To 
which  I  anfwer,  that  thofe  Commendations 
are  not  my  own,  but  Mr.  IJanver's  j  and 
that  it  was  neceffary  I  ihould  quote 
them,  that  the  Readers  might  underftand 
what  follows.  I  muft  own,  I  am  a  little 
furprifed  at  the  loft-  Sentence  of  the  Para- 
graph I  am  anfwering  j  in  which  your  Ma- 
jefty is  plcafed  to  affirm,  that  /  conclude  my 
Tamphlet  like  a  Defperado,  who,  regardlefs 
of  what  attends  himfelfc  is  ready  for  the 
worft  Mifchief  he  can  be  put  upon  to  others. 
This  fevcre  Reflexion  is  made  upon  the  fol- 
J  lowing 
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lowing  Words  at  the  End  of  my  Letter  to 
the  Craftfman^  viz.  "  I  do  affure  you^  Mr. 
<c  Danvers,  That  did  I  but  know  how  to  lay 
"  down  my  Life  for  the  real  Service  of  my 
«  poor  Country,  you  fhould  foon  fee  how  lit- 
"  tie  I  would  hefitatc  to  fart  with  it?     Is 
this  the  Sentiment  ot&'Defperado^readyfcr  the 
worfl  Mifchiefhe  can  befut  upon  ?  I  declare, 
that  I  fbould  not  hefitate  to  lay  down  my  Life 
for  the  real  Service  of  my  Country  :  And  is 
this  a  Sentiment  fit   to  be    ceniurcd  by   a 
King  of  Lacedtemon  !  by  a  Spartan  Hero  ! 
and  by  a  Man  educated  under  the  Difcipline 
of  Lycurgus  ?  The  chief  Aim  of  that  Law- 
giver, by  all  his  Inftitutions,  was  to  incul- 
cate this  Maxim  in  the  Minds  of  the  Spar- 
tans  ;  That  their  Lives  were  not  their  own, 
nor  ought  ever  to  be  valued,  when  the  Good 
of  their  Country  demanded  them.  *    Their 
very  Songs  all  turn'd  upon  this  Subje£t  ;  and 
were  either  'Panegyricks  upon  fuch  Men  as 
had  died  in  the  Defence  of  their  County,  or 
Satires  upon  thole  who  made  the  leaft  Scru- 


*  Mr,  Addif<m\wd  perhaps  his  Eye  upon  this  Maxim 
of  Lycurgufs,  when  he  made  Cato  tell  his  SonPortiw, 

Thy  Life  is  not  thy  own,  when  Rome  demands  it. 

ABBISON'S  CATO; 
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pie  to  part  with  their  Lives  in  fb  glorious  £ 
Caufe.  They  declared  the  former  to  b$ 
happy,  and  a  fort  of  'Demi  Gods ;  but  de- 
fcribcd  the  latter  as  Wretches ^  and  below  the 
the  Condition  of  Men.  We  find  accordingly 
this  Principle  fo  ftrongly  rooted  in  the  Spar- 
tans,  that  when  their  Army  was  over- 
thrown at  Leuflra^  The  Parents,  and  all  the 
Relations  of  fuch  as  fell  in  the  Field  of  Battle, 
appeared  publickly  rejoicing  in  the  Market- 
Place,  and  openly  vifited  and  congratulated 
each  other;  While  the  Fathers  of  thofc 
young  Fellows  who  furvived,  either  hid 
themfelves  at  home,  as  wholly  alhamed  of 
their  Children ;  or  if  Neceffity  forced  any 
of  them  abroad,  they  appeared  with  the  ut- 
moft  Dejection  in  thtir  Countenances,  nor 
durft  lift  up  their  Eyes  to  look  upon  their 
Acquaintance.  I  ought  not  to  omit,  that 
their  King  Cleombratus  took  care  to  be 
numbered  among  the  Slain.  Should  I  offer 
at  giving  an  Account  of  all  fuch  Men  among 
the  Spartans,  as  plainly  fliew'd  how  little 
they  valued  their  own  Safety ',  whenever  they 
imagin'd  it  flood  in  Competition  with  the 
Good  of  their  Country,  I  ftiould  fwell 
this  Letter  to  a  Volume  in  Folio :  I  fhall 

therefore 
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therefore  carry  this  Point  much  further,  and 
venture  to  affure  your  Majefty,  that  if  at  the 
publick  Tables  *  in  Sparta,  your  Majefty 

had 


*  Lycurgus,  in  order  to  banifh  Luxury,  and  to  pro- 
mote inftrufiive  Converfation^  exprefsly  forbad  the  Spar- 
tan Men  to  eat  in  Private  at  their  own  Houfes  :  They 
eat  together  in  publick  Halls :  About  fifteen  Spartans  fat 
at  every  Table;  and  no  Man  was  admitted  to  any  Ta- 
ble where  he  was  not  perfectly  agreeable  to  all  the 
Company.     The  Spartan  Boys  were  alfo   admitted  to 
thefe  publick  Tables,    as  to  fo  many  Schools,  where 
they  were  furc  to  learn  Wtfdom  and  Temperance.     The 
Spartan  Table-talk  ran  generally  upon  Political  Subjects. 
Sometimes  they  indulged  themfelves  in  a  genteel  Kailery : 
I  may  very  properly  call  it  a  genteel  Railery,   becaufe 
the  Mafter  of  the  Table  always  turned  the  Converlu- 
tion,   if  it  began  to  exceed  the  Bounds  of  good  Man- 
ners.   The  Old  Men,  at  thefe  Meals,  would  put  a  great 
many  Queftions  of  this  kind  to  the  Youths  and  Boys; 
Who  do  you  take  to  be  a  Man  of  the  moft  Merit  in  all  Sparta  ? 
What  do  you  think  of  fuck  a  Perfon,  or  fuch  an  Action  ? 
It  was  expected,   that  the  Youths  fhould  give  a  ready 
Answer ,  and  in  few  Words,  to  the  Queftion  which  was 
ask'd    them.     By    this    means    they     learnt    betimes, 
what  was  called,  throughout   all   Greece,     the  Laconic 
Style,   that  is,  a  Style   extreamly  fhort,  but  ftrong  and 
nervous,  and  which  comprehended  much  Matter  in  few 
Words.     As  the  Subjects  of  their  Converfation  often 
obliged  them   to    be  very  particular    in    Mens    Cha- 
racters,   whenever  a  Youth  came  among    them,  the 
eldeft  Perfon  at  the  Table,  pointing  to  the  Hall-Door, 
always   told   him,   Toung   Man,   nothing  that  is  faid  at 
this  Table,  is  to  go  out  of  that  Door.     By  this  means  a 
young  Spartan  was  not  only  taught  how  TO  SPEAK, 
but  how  TO  HOLD  HIS  TONGUE  ;   and  I  believe  it  is 
the  Opinion  of  very  wife  Men,  that  this  laft  Piece  of 
Learning  is  at  lead  as  necdTary  as  the  firft. '  Lycurgus, 

for 
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had  dared  to  call  a  Man  a  *Defperado.>  or  to 
tell  him  he  was  ready  for  the  worft  ofMif- 
chief  he  could  be  put  ufon^  for  no  other 
Realbn  but  his  faying,  chat  he  {hould  not 
he  fit  ate  to  part  with  his  Life  for  the  real 
Service  of  his  Country  ;  I  fay,  Ihould  your 
Majefty  have  dared  to  preach  this  Do&rine 
in  Sparta,  if  the  Ephori  had  not  imme- 
diately drove  you  out  of  Laconia^  the  very 
Women  and  Boys^  would  have  pulFd  you 
from  your  Throne*  To  prove  what  I  fay, 
give  me  leave  to  put  your  Majefty  in  Mind 
of  the  Behaviour  of  the  Lacedemonian  La- 
dies, when  your  City  was  befieged  by 
fyrrhus. 

THE 


'for  the  Reafons  above  mentioned,  fo  ftrongly  enjoin'd 
all  his  Spartans  to  eat  in  publick,  that  when  their  King 
•4?^,  ac  his  Return  from  a  glorious  and  fuccefs- 
ful  Expedition,  defired  Leave  to  eat  at  home  with  his 
Queen,  the  Epbori  not  only  refufed  to  give  him  Leave 
To  eat  at  home,  but  repremanded  and  fined  him,  for 
presuming  to  make  a  Requeft  fo  contrary  to  the  Spar- 
tan Difcipline.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve  here 
that'tthe  Ephori,  who  were  five  in  Number,  and  chofen 
out  of  the  People,  had  a  Power  fuperior  to  the  King's:  If 
they  fentforhimat  any  Time,  he  might  refufe  to  obey 
both  thc-ir  firfl  and  fccond  Summons;  But  upon  the 
MM  Summons,  he  was  obliged  to  attend  them. 
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THE  Sfartansy  on  the  Night  before 
rhus  Was  to  make  his  AiTattlt,  had  determin- 
ed in  Council  to  fend  all  their  Women  over 
into  Crete.  When  the  Women  were  in- 
formed of  this,  they  unanimoufly  oppofed 
the  Defign ;  and  Archidamia^  a  Lady  of 
one  of  the  beft  Families  in  Sparta^  entering 
the  Senate,  with  a  drawn  Sword  in  her 
Hand,  demanded  of  them,  in  the  Name  of 
her  Country-women,  What  could  make  them 
entertain  fo  mean  an  Opinion  either  of  their 
Wive  Sj  or  their  *Daughters,as  to  imagine  they 
<were  enough  in  love  with  Life^  to  endiire  to 
furvive  the  Lofs  of  Sparta  ? 

THE  Senate  were  equally  pleafed  and 
furprized  with  this  fmart  Harangue :  They 
immediately  revoked  their  Order  for  fending 
away  the  Women,  and  then  refolved  to  draw 
a  Trench  in  a  Line  oppofite  to  their  Ene- 
mies Camp,  £ind  to  fink  Waggons  in  the 
Ground,  at  each  end  of  it,  as  deep  as  the 
Naves  of  the  Wheels,  in  order  to  obftrucl:  the 
PafTage  of  Tyrrbus's  Elephants.  They  had 
no  fooner  begun  this  Work,  than  all  the 
Women  and  Maids,  came  to  them  in  a  Body, 

headed 


headed  by  Leaders  of  their  own  Sex.     They 
intreated  the  young  Fellows,  who  were  to 
engage  the  next  Day,  to  go  home  and  re- 
pole  themfelves,  that  they  might  be  fit  for 
Aftion  in  the  Morning;     and  then  joining 
the  elder  fort  of  Men,  they  affifted  them  in 
making  the  Trench.     They  took  upon  them- 
felves a  full  third  Part  of  it,  which  they  en- 
gaged to  finifh   before   it  was    Day ;    and 
working  all  Night,  fome  with  their  Petty- 
coats  tucked  up,    and  others  only  in  their 
Shifts,  they  performed  what  they  had  pro- 
mifed.   The  Trench  was  finifhed  that  Night, 
tho'  Thylarchus  affures  us,  it  was  fix  Cubits 
in  Breadth,  four  in  Depth,  and  eight  hun- 
dred Foot  long.     As  foon  as  Day  appeared, 
Pyrrbus,    with  an  Army  of  20000  Foot, 
2000  Horfe3  and  24  Elephants,  came  on  to 
the  Attack.     Upon  this,  the  Spartan  Wo- 
men   arming  the    Youth   with   their    own 
Hands,     committed    the   Trench    to    their 
Charge.     They  conjured  them  to  defend  it 
to  the  laft  Extremity ;  and  reprefented  to , 
them  in  the  moft  lively  Terms,   how  glori- 
ous it  muft  be  either  to  conquer  in  the  View 
of  their  whole  Country,  or  to  fall  as  became 
Sfartans,   and  to  die  in  the  Arms  of  their 
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Wives,    and    their   Mothers.     The    Lace- 
demonians     thus     encouraged,       defended 
themfelves  with   a   Valour   and   Refolution 
fcarce  to  be  conceived.     ^Phylltus  and  Acro- 
iatus^  (the    latter    fighting  for,  and   before 
his    Miftefs    Chelidonis)    fignalized     them- 
felves in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  has  juftly  ren- 
dered their  Names  immortal.     In  a  Word, 
the  Enemy  were  every  where  repulfed  :  The 
Fight  only  ended  with  the  Day.    But  Tyr- 
rhus  encouraged  by  a  Dream,  led  on  his  Ma- 
cedonians the  next  Morning  to  a  fecond  AC* 
fault :  He  himfelf  in  Perfon  made  his  utmoft 
Efforts,     to   force    a    Palfage   through  the 
Shields  of  the  Spartans  ranged  againft  him. 
He   found   this   impracticable.     At    length, 
followed  by  a  few  Macedonians  on  Horfe- 
back,  he  made  a  Shift  to  pafs  the  Spartan 
Trench,  in  that  Part  of  it  where  the  Wag- 
gons had  been  planted  to  flop  his  Elephants. 
He  was    now  making  in  a  full  Career   to- 
wards  the  City,    *  when   his   Horfe,   fliot 
with  a  Cretan  Arrow,  and  flouncing  as  he 
dy'd,  threw  his  Rider.     The  Spartans  en~ 
[  D  ]  couraged 

*  The  City  of  Sparta  was  not  incompafFed  with  any 
Wall,  it  being  one   of  Lycurgus's  Maxims,  That  tie 
of  its  Inhabitants  was  its  heft  Defence. 
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couragcd  at  the  Sight  of  this  Accident,  ran 
boldly  up,   and  fell  upon  the  King  and  his 
Party  with  fo  much  Fury^  as  obliged  them 
to  repafs  the  Trench ;  znd&yrrbus,  amazed 
at  thofe  prodigious  Proofs  of  Lacedamonian 
Courage,  which  he  had  been  an  Eye-Witnefs 
of  for  two  Days  together,    founded  a  Re- 
treat, and  drew  off  his  Army.     The  Sfartan 
Women  never  ftirred  from  the  Field  of  Bat- 
tle during  thefe  Engagements :  They  were 
conftantly  at  hand  to  fupply  the  Men  with 
Arms }  to  give  Bread  and  Wine  to  fuch  as 
were  fainting,  and  to  take  care  of  the  Wound- 
ed. The  Grecians  in  general  thought  the  Lofs 
vfSfarta  at  this  time  inevitable ;  and<Pyrrbu.ry 
the  greateft  General  of  his  Age,  imagined 
he  was  fo  fure  of  carrying  his  Point,  that  he 
would  not  fuffer  his  Army  to  give  the  Af- 
fault  the  fame  Evening  he  arrived,  for  fear 
they  fliould  take  the  City  by  Storm,    and 
plunder  it  in  the   Night.    He  knew  very 
well   there  were  but   few    Soldiers    in  it ; 
that  even  thefe  were  unprovided,  by  reafon 
of  his   unexpected  Approach}  and,   laftly, 
that  Areas  their  King,  was  not  with  them 
in   Pcrfon,    fcut   gone   into    Crete.     Thus> 
mojl  mighty  Monarch,  was  your  City  ofSfarta 
w  prefervedj 
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preferved,  which  could  never  have  been  done, 
had  not  the  Ladies,  as  well  as  the  Men, 
been  fonder  of  their  Country  than  their 
Lives. 

IF  I  was  to  produce  Exam  pies  of f  articular 
Women^  who  have  a<fted  upon  this  Princi- 
ple, I  need  go  no  farther  for  them  than  to  your 
Majefty's  own  Family  and  Relations.  If  your 
Majefty  had  not  taken  a  fwinging  Draught 
of  *  Lethe,  you  could  not  poflibly  have  forgot 
what  to  be  fure  your  own  Queen,  the  Widow 
of  your  Predeceffor  ^gis,  mult  often  have  told 
you,  viz,.  That  when  the  Ephori  had  put 
her  Husband,  and  his  Grand-Mother  pri- 
vately to  Death,  Agefiflrata  his  Mother  was 
told  that  fhe  might,  if  fhe  pleafed,  go  into 
the  Prifon,  and  fee  her  Son.  As  foon  as  fhe 
entered,  fhe  beheld  her  own  Mother  hang- 
ing by  the  Neck,  and  her  Son  dead  upon  the 
Ground.  This  Spectacle  at  firft  furprized 
her;  but  foon  recollecting  her  Spirits,  fhe 
took  down  her  Mother's  Body,  and  covered 
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*  The  Greeks  fancied  that  the  Dead,  as  foon  as  ever 
they  had  drank  of  the  River  Lethe,  forgot  every  Thing 
that  had  pals'd  in  the  upper  World,  while  they  were 
alive. 
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it  in  a  decent  Manner ;  being  then  informed 
that  fhe  was  alfo  to  die,  fhe  immediately  rofe  up 
to  meet  her  Deftiny,  and  only  uttered  thefe 
few  remarkable  Words :  May  the  Gods  gr 'ant , 
that  all  this  may  redound  to  the  Good  of 
Sparta. 

YOUR  Majefty3s  own  Mother  gave  fuch  a 
Proof  of  her  Love  to  her  Country,  as  was 
very  little  inferior  to  the  Behaviour  of  Age- 
fiftrata*    Ttolemy  King  of  Egyft  had  pro- 
mifed  to  aflift  you ;  but  demanded  your  Mo- 
ther and  Children  for  Hoftages.     Your  Ma* 
jefty   was   at     that  Time  a  very    hopeful 
young  Man,  and  a  dutiful  Son.     You  want- 
etf  the  King  of  Egypt's  Affiftance ;  but  did 
not  well  know  how  to  mention  his  Propofal 
to  your  Mother.     You  were  often  going  to 
acquaint  her  with   it;  but  when  you  were 
juft  about  to  fpeak,  your  Courage  Hill  failed 
you.     Your  Majefty  in  thefe  Circumftances, 
looked  a  little  aukwardly  whenever  you  made 
a  Vifit.     Your  Mother  at  laft,  hearing  what 
was  the  Matter,  fell  into  a  Fit  of  Laughter, 
and  asked  you,  If  that  was  all  you  had  fo  of- 
ten a  Mind  to  tell  her,  when  you  was  afraid 
to  fpeak  to  her  ?    She  immediately  added ; 
*  Trythee, 
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Trythee,  fend  this  C&rcafe  wherever  it  may 
be  mofl  ferviceable  to  Sparta,  before  Age 
makes  it  fit  for  nothing  but  a  Grave. 
When  your  Majefty  foon  after  feemed  afraid 
to  purfue  your  own  Meafures  upon  the  Ac- 
count of  thofe  Pledges  you  had  fent  to  Tto- 
lemy^  ihe  wrote  a  Letter  to  you,  and  laid 
her  abfolute  Commands  upon  you_,  To  do 
whatever  was  moft  for  the  good  of  Sparta, 
and  not  to  fear  an  Egyptian  Tyrant,  for  the 
fake  of  a  Child  and  an  Old  Woman. 

The  Mother  of  Taufanias,  who  obtained 
the  famous  Vidory  at  flataa,  and  took 
Byzantium^  when  Ihe  found  that  her  Son, 
elated  with  his  Succefles,  had  endeavoured 
to  alter  the  Conftitution  of  Sfarta,  and  to 
make  himfelf  an  abfolute  Prince,  was  the 
firft  Perfbn  who  brought  a  Stone  to  block  up 
the  Door  of  the  Temple  of  Minerva,  into 
which  'Paufanias  had  fled  for  Refuge ,  and 
where,  by  the  Command  of  the  Ephori,  he 
^as  ftarved  to  Death.  Neither  is  this  In- 
ftance  of  her  preferring  her  Country  to  her 
Son  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  it  was 
cuftomary  with  the  Women  of  S fart  a,  when 
their  Sons  were  going  to  the  Wars,  to  de- 
[D  3]  liver 
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liver  them  their  Shield  with  thefe  Words, 
ft  raiv  ft  €7Ti  rat,  Either  bring  this  back,,  or 
be  brought  ufon  it  ;  alluding  to  the  Curtom 
of  the  Grecian  Soldiers,  \#ho  uiually  brought 
off  the  Bodies  oftheirComrades  who  were  flain 
upon  their  Shields  ;fo  that  the  Mothers  Advice 
to  their  Sons3  was  To  lofe  their  Lives,  rather 
than  their  Shields  and  their  Honour.  To 
fiiew  they  were  in  earneft  when  they  gave 
this  Advice,  we  are  told,  that  a  Spartan 
Lady,  when  flie  law  her  Son  flying  from 
the  Field  of  Battle  without  his  Arms,  flew 
him  with  her  own  Hand  ;  and  that  this  AcHon 
gave  Occafion  to  the  following  Epigram  : 


A^OLKOLIVCL  TTC^XivlTTOV  5%, 
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Which  I  ftiall  tranflate  for  the  Benefit  of 
my  Fair  Readers. 
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A  Spartan  Dame  beheld  her  only  So;/, 
Difarm'd  and  naked  from  the  Battle  run  ; 
Fird  with  the  fbameful  Sight,  Jbefei  at  ch'd  a  Dart, 
And  lodg'd  the  fatal  Wea$w  in  his  Heart  : 
Lie  there,  degenerate  Boy,  aloud  Jhe  cries, 
Whofe  Flight  thy  Country  and  thy  Birth  belies. 

So  much  for  the  WOMEN.  I  will  fhew 
your  Majetty  in  the  next  Place,  fince  I  find 
you  have  forgot  it,  that  the  very  BOYS  in 
Sparta,  valued  their  Honour  and  their  Re- 
futation much  more  than  their  Lives.  Ly- 
curgus  allowed  them  to  fleal  >  he  imagined 
that  it  quickened  their  Wit,  and  Sharpened 
their  Invention.  If  they  brought  off  what 
they  took  without  being  difcovered,  they 
were  applauded  for  their  'Dexterity  y  but  if 
they  were  caught  in  the  Fact,  they  were 
whipped  without  Mercy  ;  not  as  a  Punifliment 
for  their  intended  Theft  ,  but  for  not  laying 
their  *Defign  better.  A  Youth  had  one  Day 
ftolen  a  young  Fox  :  He  hid  it  under  his 
Coat,  and  not  being  able  to  retire  immedi- 
ately without  giving  Sufpicion,  rather  than 
fuffer  the  Fox  to  be  found  upon  him,  he 
permitted  the  enraged  Creature3  to  tear  out 
[D  4]  his 
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his  Bowels  with  its  Teeth  and  Claws.,  and 
fell  dead  upon  the  Place. 

ANOTHER  Sfartan  Youth  was  holding  a 
Cenfer  at  a  Sacrifice ;  A  burning  Coal  happen- 
ed to  fall  into  his  Sleeve:  The  Boy  ftill  held 
his  Center  without  flinching,  and  fuffered 
his  Arm  to  be  fcorched  fo  long  without  once 
moving  it,  £ill  the  Scent  of  his  burnt  Flefh 
grew  offenfiye  ?o  the  Company. 

PLUTARCH  tells  us,  that  he  himfelf 
had  feen  feveral  Spartan  Boys  fcourged  to 
Death  before  the  Statue  of  *  T)iana^  with- 
out ever  uttering  a  Sigh,  or  a  Groan. 


*  The  Feaft  of  Diana,  upon  which  this  Ceremony 
was  ufed  of  Whipping  the  Youths,  was  from  thence 
called  Atafjusqiyocrts,  the  Flagellation.  This  Diana  was 
the  Diana  Taurica,  whofe  Statue,  Oreftes  and  Iphigenra 
ftole,  -  and  brought  to  Lacedcemon.  While  they  were 
offering  their  firft  Sacrifices  to  this  Deity,  a  Quarrel 
arofe  among  the  People;  which  ended  in  Blood.  The 
Spartans  hereupon  confulted  the  Oracle,  what  was  to 
be  done  to  appeafe  the  Goddefs  ?  and  received  for  An- 
fwer,  Let  the  Altar  of  tfc  Goddefs  be  fprinkled  wifb 
Blood.  They  therefore  offered  to  her  every  Year,  a 
Man  chofen  by  Lot  for  that  Service*  Lycurgus  abo- 
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I  AM  really  aftiamed,  that  I  am  obliged  to 
put  your  Majefty  in  mind  of  all  thefe  Par- 
ticulars, which  you  ought  to  know  fo  much 

better 


liftied  this  cruel  Cuftom;  but  out  of  Refpe6l  to  the  Ora- 
cle, ordered,  that  the  Altar  of  Diana  fhould  be  fprink- 
Jed  with  the  Blood  of  fome  Youths,  who  were  to  be 
whipped  round  it.  A  Prieftefs  prelided  at  this  Sacrifice, 
and  held  a  fmall  Statue  of  the  Goddefs  in  her  Hands 
during  the  Ceremony.  If  thofe  whofe  Buiinefs  it  was 
to  whip  the  Children  {pared; any  of  them,  out  of  a  Re- 
gard to  their  Beauty  or  their  Birth,  the  Prieftefs  pretended 
the  Statue  of  Diana  grew  fo  heavy,  that  flie  was  un- 
able to  fupport  it.  I  confefs,  I  could  not  have  be- 
lieved, that  thefe  Youths  had  been  ever  whipp'd  to  Death, 
if  fo  good  and  great  a  Man  as  Plutarch  (who  was  Trajan's 
Tutor,  and  Conful  of  Rome}  had  not  reported  the  Fad, 
and  declared,  that  he  himfelf  had  been  an  Eye-witnefs 
of  it.  If  this  Ceremony  was  pufhed  to  fuch  an  Ex- 
cefs,  it  was  evidently  contrary  to  the  Defign  of  Lycur- 
-gus.  As  to  the  Spartan  Generoiity  and  Patience,  it  is 
certain '  they  were  fo  remarkable,  that  they  became  a 
Proverb  throughout  all  Greece ;  and  Plutarch's  Account 
is  ftrengthen'd  by  what  Cicero  tells  us  in  his  Tufculan 
Queftions;  Pueri  Spartiat<e  non  ingemifcunt  verberum 
dolors  laniati.  Adolefcentium  greges  Lacedcemone  vidimus 
ipfi  incredihili  contentions  cert  antes  pugnis^  calcibtis,  un- 
guibus,  morfu  denique^  ut  exanimarentur  priufquam  fe 
Dittos  faterentur.  Cic.  From  the  Spartans  incredible 
Paffive  Courage,  in  fuftering  all  bodily  *Pains,  Horace, 
in  one  of  his  Odes,  gives  the  City  of  Sparta  the  Epi- 
thet of  TatteM:  Me  nee  tarn  patiens  Laced<emon,  &c. 
And  another  Author,  who  introduces  a  Fellow,  giving 
an  Account  of  his  having  been  beaten,  makes  him  fay 
with  a  good  deal  of  Humour,  Tres plagasSpartana  No*. 
Militate  concoxi. 
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better  than  my  felf  :  I  lhall,  however,  as  I 
hinted  before,  charitably  impute  your  Forget- 
fulnefs  to  your  having  taken  a  lufty  Draught 
of  the  Waters  of  Lethe*:  Yet,  what,  in  the 
Name  of  Wonder,  could  induce  your  Ma- 
jefty  to  fall  upon  an  Englishman  in  fo  baiv 
barons  a  Way,    only    for  faying    that    he 
loved  his  County  in  a  proper  Manner  ?  If 
your  Majefty  was  Flefti  and  Blood,  I  fhould 
fiirewdly  fufped  that  you  had  a  Defign  upon 
Great  Britain  y  and  that  you  began  your  Pro- 
jeft,  by  try  ing  to  banter  its  Natives  out  of  thofe 
Notions,  which  alone  could  make  them  fight 
for  their  Country,  whenever  your  Majefty 
thought  fit  to  invade  it.     And  yet,  Sir,  let 
me   tell  you,  that  fliould  the   old   English 
Spirit  revive  among  us,  and  our  prefent  King 
appear  at  our  Head,    we  might  happen  to 
ferve  you  as  Antigonus  did  in  the  Plains  of 
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The  Battle  of  Sella/ia,  in  which  Cleomenes  was 
overthrown  by  Antigonus,  determined  the  Fate  of  the 
former.  Antigonus  entered  the  City  of  Sparta  immedi- 
ately after  this  Battle,  but  out  of  Refpeft  to  the  Spartan 
Virtue,  altered  nothing  in  their  Conftitution,  and  treated 
the  Inhabitants  with  the  utmoft  Humanity  and  Gcnc- 

rofity. 
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IF  your  Majcfty  will  but  give  your  felf 
the  Trouble  to  look  into  our  Hiftories,  you 
will  find  how  Engtifomen,  fired  with  the 
Love  of  their  Country,  behaved  themfelves 
at  the  Battles  of  Agincourt  and  Creffy.  Some 
of  our  Countrymen  are  ftill  living  who 
fought  at  Blenheim  and  Ramillies  ;  and 
how  Englifhmen  have  behaved  even  in  this 
Age,  your  Majefly  may  learn  from  the  fol- 
lowing Lines. 

But  fee  the  haughty  Houjbold  Troops  advance  ! 
7  'he  Dread  #/  Europe,  and  the  ^Pride  ofFmn:e. 
*The  War'  's  whole  -Art  each  private  Soldier  fa/o^s, 
And  with  a  Gen'ral's  Love  of  Conquejt  glows  } 
^Proudly  he  marches  on,  and  void  of  Fear, 
Laughs  at  the  (baking  of  the  Britifh  Spear. 
Vain  Infolence  !  with  native  Freedom  brave, 
The  meaneil  Bntonfeorns  the  higheft  Slave  ; 
Contempt  and  Fury  fire  their  Souls  by  Turns, 
Each  Nation9  s  Glory  in  each  Warrior  burns  , 
Each  fight  sy  as  in  his  Arm  thy  important  Day, 
And  all  the  fate  of  his  great  Monarch  lay  : 

4 
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rofay.    Cleomenes,  whofe  Ambitiox  ccc:.^  ^/ary 

•was  obliged  to  fly  into  Egypt,  and   never  more  law 
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A  Thoufand  glorious  dictions,  that  might  claim 
Triumphant  Laurels^  and  immortal  Fame^ 
Covfus'd  in  Crouds  of  glorious  jAttions  /;>, 
And  froops  of  Heros  undiftrngitifh'  d  die.. 
0  Dormer  !  how  can  I  behold  thy  Fate, 
And  not  the  Wonders  of  thy  Youth  relate  ? 
How  can  I  fee  tloe  Gay,  the  Brave.,  the  Toung, 
Fall  in  the  Cloud  of  Wary  and  lie  unfung, 
In  Joys  ofConqueft  he  rejigns  his  Breath^ 
Andfird  with  England's  Glory,  fmiks  in  Death. 

This  is  part  of  a  juft  Defcription  of  a  Battle, 
fought  but  a  few  Years  fince,  upon  the  Banks 
of  the  'Danube)  under  the  Conduct  of  an 
Engliflj  General,  who  was  as  great  a  Mailer  of 
the  Art  of  War,  and  more  conftantly  victori- 
ous than  Agejilaus  himfelf,  the  moft  renowned 
of  all  your  Majefty's  Royal  Predeceflbrs. 


THE  Lines  I  have  quoted  are  from  an 
Englift  'Patriot  and  Toet  :  Your  Majefty 
cannot  but  obferve,  There  is  no  lefs  Spirit 
in  them,  than  in  the  Verfes  of  your  own 
immortal  General^  The  great  *  Tyrtxus  ;  of 

which 

'  The  Lacedemonians  being  engaged  in  a  bloody  and 
unluccefsful  War  with  the  Mtfl'enians,  fent  to  implore 

the 
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\frhich  your  Father  ufed  often  to  fay  ;  That 
The  bare  Recital  of  them  was  fufficient  to 
make  any  Man  rufo  fearlefs  into  the 
Battle j  and  defftfe  all  'Dangers:  I  be- 
lieve 


the   Afliftance  of  the  Oracle  of  Apollo.     They    were 
commanded,  To  dejire  a  General  for  their  Army  from  the 
Athenians.    The  Athenians  lent  them  Tyrtaas  the  Poet. 
The  Spartans  were  as  unfortunate  under  the  Command 
of  this  General  as  they  had  been  before,  and  loft  three 
Battles  fucceffively.    They  reiblved  in  Defpair  to  retire 
into   Sparta,    but    Tyrtaus    calling  his   Soldiers    toge- 
ther,  inftead  of    fpeaking  in  Pro'fe,  like  other  Gene- 
rals, made  an  Oration  to  them  in  Verfe  of  his  own 
Compofing.     His  Oration  began  with  a  moil  lively  De- 
fcription  of  True  Valour,  and  ended  with  a  moft  pathe- 
tick  Exhortation  to  them,  either   to  Conquer,  or  2>/> 
in  the  Caufe  of  their  Country.     The  whale  Army  was 
fo  fired  with  the  Poet's  Compofition,  and  had  now  fo 
real  a  Contempt  for  Death,  that  they  were  only  foli- 
citous  about  being  buried  in  a  proper  Manner ;    a  Point 
in  which   the  Antients   were    extreamly  fuperm'tious. 
After  every  Man  therefore  had  fixed  a  Ticket  upon  his 
Right-Arm,  which  declared  his  own  Name,  and  the 
Name  of  his  Family,  they  marched  boldly  againft  their 
Enemies  with  a  fettled  Relblution,  either  to  conquer*  or 
to  fall  all  together  in  the  Field  of  Battle.  The  Meffcni- 
ans,  tho'  they  had  Intelligence  of  the  defperate  Refolu- 
tion  the  Spartans  had  taken,  met  them  with  great  Bra- 
very.    The   Fight  was  one  of  the  mod  obftinate  and 
bloody  we  have  any  Account  of  in  Hiftory;  but  at  laft 
the  Spartan  Courage  (which  the  Verfes  of  their  Gene- 
ral fcemed  to  have  made  fomething  more  than  human) 
obtained  the  Viclory.     Reges  Laced&moniorum  ne  contra 
fortunam  pu^nnndu,  majora  detrimenta  civitati  infligercnt, 
reducers  exercitum  voluerunt ;   m   intervenifj'et  Tyrtteus, 
cjut  compojita  carmina  exercitut  pro  condone  rec'itaint ;  m 
quibus  hortamenta  virtutis,  damnorum  folatiay  belli  confilia 
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lievc  I  may  add,  that  our  Country-Man's 
Numbers  are  at  leaft  as  harmonious  as  any 
your  Majefty  can  fliew  me  in  the  Odes  of 
Sfendon^  Alcman^  or  Tevfander.  * 


confcripferat.  Itaque  tantum  ardorem  militibus  injecit,  nt 
non  defalute,  fed  de  fepultura,  foliciti,  tejj'eras,  infculptis 
fuis  &  patrum  nominibus^  dextro  brachio  deltgarent  ;  ut 
Ji  omnes  adverfum  pralium  confumpfiffet,  &  temporis  fpa~ 
tio  confufa  corporum  lineamenta  effent,  ex  tndicio  titulo- 
rum  tradi  fepultura  pojfewt.  Cum.Jic  animatum  reges 
exercitum  viderent,  cur  ant  rem  hofttbus  nuntiart  ;  Mef* 
feniis  autem  non  tlmorem  res,  fed  ccmulationem  mutuam 
dedlt.  Itaque  tantis  animis  concurfwn  eft,  ut  raro  un- 
quam  cruentius  prteltum  fuerit.  Ad  peftremum  tamen  vifio- 
ria  Lacedtemoniorum  fuit.  Juft.  Tyrt<xm  is  mentioned 
with  the  mmoft  Honour  by  a  great  many  other  Hifto- 
rians  and  Authors,  ^lato  calls;  him,  The  moft  divine 
Poet,  and  fpeaks  of  him  in  the  following  Manner; 

"Ntnutr,  vj  Tfp)  vopoQeffias.     9Sl  Tuprate.  Toiura  Qetorctre.     SOKE?  '* 
yap  ^  ffotyq  Jipfiv  tfvcu>   KJ  ay6eb-,  2r<    ourdg  fxiv  Iv  ru 


Horace  fays  of  him, 

Tyrtaufque  mares  ammos  m  Martia  bell* 
Verjibus  exacuit.  • 

'  Three  Lacedemonian  Poets.  My  Readers  may  ob- 
fcrve  here,  that  the  Spartans  had  <Poets  among  them; 
but^  then  they  took  care  to  encourage  none,  but  fuch 
as  infpircd  People  with  generous  Sentiments.  A  Poet 
coming  to  refide  at  Lacedxmon,  who  the  Spartans  were 
told  had  faid  fomething  in  one  of  his  Pieces  to  this 
Effca,  viz.  That,  A  Man  had  better  take  care  of  bis 
Ltfc,  than  lofe  it  for  the  fake  of  his  Country,  they  im- 
mediately defired  him  to  leave  their  City.  " 
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I  COULD  produce  Inftances  which  would 
convince  your  Majefty,  that  even  in  the 
Breafts  of  fome  of  our  Englifb  Ladies,  the 
Love  of  their  Country  has  been  the  reigning 
Taffion. 

THE  Widow  of  that  immortal  English 
General  laft  mentioned  is  ftill  living :  A  few 
Years  fince  her  Beauty  rendered  her  conlpi- 
cuous.  The  Wife  of  your  Friend  *  Tanteus, 
was  never  Miftrefi  of  a  finer  Air,  or  a 
nobler  ^Prefence.  Time  has  at  laft  robbed 

her 


*  The  Wife  of  Panteus  (who  firft  mounted  the 
Walls  of  Megalopolis ,  and  afterwards  fled  with  Cleo- 
menes  into  Egypt}  is  laid  to  have  been  a  Woman  of  ex- 
quifite  Beauty,'  and  a  moft  noble  Prefence.  Her  Friends 
kept  her  for  fome  Time  by  Force  in  Sparta;  but  at  laftfhe 
found  Means  to  efcapc  from  them,  and  get  to  her  Hui- 
band,  with  whom  fhe  chearfully  endured  all  the  Hard- 
flips  and  Inconveniencies,  they  met  with  in  a  Foreign 
Country.  When  Crateficlea,  the  Mother  of  Cleomenes 
went  to  her  Execution,  this  Lady  fupported  her  Train, 
and  exhorted  her  (tho*  there  was  no  Occafion  for  it) 
to  die  as  became  a  Spartan  Princefs*  After  ihe  had 
fhrowded  the  Corps  of  her  Miftrefs,  Oie  fubmitted 
to  her  own  Fate;  but  we  are  told,  that  fhe  firft  ad- 
julled  her  felf  in  fo  Modeit  and  Decent  a  Manner, 
that  the  Executioner  had  no  Occafion  to  meddle  wiih 
her  Body,  or  even  to  throw  a  Veil  over  it  after  Ihe 
was  dead. 
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her  Eyes  of  part  of  their  Luftre ;  yet  is  flic 
ftill    glorioufly    diftinguifhed     among    her 
Country-Women,    and    ftands   forernoft   in 
the  Rank  of  Patriots.     The  moft  generous 
Lacedemonian  Dame  never  felt  a  more  live- 
ly Grief  when  Thebes  became  the  Miftreis  of 
Greece ',  than  ouxEnglifh  Heroine  has  been  af- 
flided  with,to  fee  her  Country  no  longer  hold- 
ing the  Ballance  of  Europe,  but  infulted  by 
thofe  Nations,  who  iued  for  its  Alliance  in 

the  Days  of  her  illuftrious  Confbrt. 

;*?.\F^ute?. \UA  :>y^[  JJterfi  y# 

I  KNOW  not  indeed  how  it  happens,  but  I 
am  told,  that  ftie  is  not  one  of  the  moft  zea- 
lous Adorers  of  the  Hero  of  your  Majefty's 

Epiftle. 

ii  tDfU  jnx[o  o*  ri 

You  may  poffibly  infer  from  fbme  prece- 
ding Paragraphs,  that  Great  Britain  does 
not  at  prefent  make  the  fame  Figure  in 
Europe  which  ftie  formerly  did ;  and,  To  con- 
fefs  the  Truth3  we  have  been  treated  of  late 
after  an  odd  fort  of  Manner,  by  a  certain 
People  called  Spaniards  :  They  have  taken 
our  Ships  without  any  Ceremony,  where- 
cver  they  found  them.  They  have  befieged  a 
Place,  which  they  themfelves  had  yielded  to 

us 
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us  by  a  moft  fblemn  Treaty  ;  and  which  the 
World  feemed  then  to  think  we  had  dearly 
purchafed.  They  pretended  to  reckon  with 
us,  for  having  given  a  Check  to  their  naval 
Power  fome  Years  fince ;  and  People  began 
to  apprehend,  that  they  had  Thoughts 
of  calling  us  to  an  Account,  for  having 
deftroyed  their  invincible  Armada  in  Eighty 
eight.  We  have,  however,  at  laft,  reduced 
thefe  haughty  Gentlemen  to  make  a  Peace 
with  us  \  by  which  it  is  exprefly  agreed, 
that  we  ihall  have  full  Satisfaction  for  all 
the  ^Damages  we  have  fuftained*  Our  happy 
Merchants  have  now  nothing  in  the  World  to 
do,  but  to  prove  their  LojQTes  at  Madrid  be- 
fore two  or  three  Spanish  CommiJJloners^  and 
then  to  open  their  Hands  and  receive  their 
Money  :  Some  of  them,  indeed,  have  been  fo 
terribly  provoked,  and  are  Men  of  fo  much 
Spirit,  that  I  have  heard  them  declare,  they 
had  rather  go  to  the  Spanish  Weft-Indies y 
and  fay  themfelves.  It  is  a  little  odd  they 
ftiould  retain  any  Refentment  againft  a 
Nation  fo  ready  to  make  them  full  Amends 
for  all  they  have  fuffered,  and  who  are  at 
prefent  become  our  moft  faithful  Friends,  and 
beft-beloved  Allies :  But  your  Majefty  knows 
[  E  ]  that 


that  Lofers  will  take  the  Liberty  to  fpeak$ 
and  Mens  Tafflons  will  fometimes  run  away 
with  their  ^Difcretlon.  If  your  Majefty  ftiould 
ask  me,  How  we  caine  to* fit  down  fb  long^ 
and  fo  fatiently    under    fuch    intolerable 
Ufage?    I  muft   beg  Leave  to    be  excufed 
from  giving  my  own  private  Opinion  upon 
fo  delicate  a  Subjed :  Befides,  your  Majefty 
feems  to  be  intimately  acquainted,   with  a 
certain  great  Man^  who,  moft  People  think, 
can  give  the  beft  Account  of  it.    I  fliall  only 
venture  to  fay,  That  the  TPrince^  who  is  at 
prefent  feated  on  the  British  Throne,  has 
given  the  moft  undeniable  Proofs  of  his  own 
ferfonal  Courage    and  Bravery  ;   and  does 
not  feem  to  be  of  an  Humour,  to  fee  either 
himfelf  infulted,  or  his  Subjects  robbed  and 
murdered.     I  hope  alfo,  that  my  Country- 
men in  general  have   not  loft  that  Spirit  -> 
which  rendered  them  fo  formidable  to  their 
Enemies,  but  a  few  Years  fince.     To  con- 
vince your  Majefty,  that  we  have  not  been 
wholly  infenflble  of  the  Ufage  we  have  re- 
ceived, I  will  fhew  you,  with  how  jufl  and 
noble  an  Indignation^    and  in   what  ftrong 
and  moving  Notes  the  British  Mufes  made 
their  Complaints,    while  they  apprehended 

their 
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their  Country  was  lofing  all  its  former  Glory 
and  Reputation. 

MY  firft  Quotation  fliall  be  from  a  Letter 
to  the  Lord  Cobham^  wrote  by  the  late 
Mr.  Congreve ;  in  whofe  Perfon,  the  Man 
of  Senfe,  and  the  Man  of  Wrt^  the  Gen- 
tleman and  the  Scholar ',  were  fo  happily 
mixed  and  blended,  that  each  feemed  to 
give  a  peculiar  Grace  and  Beauty  to  the 
other ,  and  all  together  formed  a  .M^  who 
was  an  Honour  to  his  Country^  and  the  'De- 
light of  all  who  knew  him. 

Say,  Cobham,  what  amufes  tby  Retreat  ? 
Or  Stratagems  of  War^  of  Schemes  of  State  ? 
Doft  thou  recal  to  MM  with  Joy  or  Grief, 
Great  Marlbro'-f  Aftlons  ?  That  immortal  Chief y 
Whofe  flighteft  'Trophy  rats' d  in  each  Campaign, 
More  thanfuffic'd  to  fignalize  a  Reign  ? 
Does  thy  Remembrance  rifag  warm  thy  Heart 
With  Glory  pafty  where  thou  thy  felf  hadji  part  ? 
Or  doft  thou  grieve  indignant  now  to  fee 
The  fruitlefs  End  of  all  thy  VtBory  ? 
To  fee  tV  Audacioas  Focfo  latefubdu'd, 
Diipute  tbofe  Termsjwvohichfo  long  they  fa  &? 
[E  2]  ^ 


$2         >£  LET  TEH,.; 

As  if  Britannia  now  were  funk  fo  low. 

To  beg  that  Peace jfc*  wonted  to  bcftow  ? 

Be  far  that  Guilt !  be  never  known  that  Shame  ! 

That  England  jbou'd  retrafl  ler  rightful  Claim, 

Or  ceajing  to  be  dreaded  and  ador'd, 

Stain  with  bet  Pert  the  Luftre  of  Mr  Sword. 

IF  your  Majefty  fees  any  Thing  in  thefe 
Lines,  that  gives  you  a  Curiofity  to  know 
their  Author,  you  may  enquire  for  him  iri 
the  moft  beautiful  Part  of  the  Elyfian  Fields ; 
where,  in  all  Probability  you  will  find  him 
in  Company  with  Orpheus ^  Homer  ^  Linus  ^ 
and  Addifon.  I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  he 
compofed  theie  Verfes  but  a  little  before  his 
^Deathj  and  that  they  are  the  laft  he  ever 
wrote.  They  are  a  Demonftration,  That 
the  Love  of  his  Country  was  one  of  the  laft 
fafflons  that  left  his  Breaft  >  and  that  he 
was  much  more  concerned  to  fee  England  in- 
fulted  by  her  neighbouring  States,  than  at 
the  Profped  of  his  own  *DijJblution. 

MY  next  Quotation  lhall  be  from  a  Poenij 
which  is  very  properly  entitled  BRITANNIA. 
The  Gentleman  who  wrote  this  Poem  is  ftill 

living  j 
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living ;  and  if  his  future  Works  have  but 
the  fame  Spirit^  with  thofe  he  has  already 
publiftied,  he  will  doubtleis  be  placed  by 
Pofterity  in  one  of  the  firft  Ranks  pf  our 
English  Poets. 

jds  on  tie  Sea-hat  Shore  Britannia  fat, 
Of  her  degen'rate  Sons  the  faded  Fame, 
Deep  in  her  anxious  Hearty  revolving  fad  *, 
Bare  was  her  throbbing  Bofom  to  the  Gale, 
That  hoarfe)  and  hollow  ^from  the  bleak  Surge  blew ; 
Loofe  flow'd  her  TreJJes  j  rent  her  azure  Kobe. 
Hung  o'er  the  Deep  from  her  Majeftick  Brow 
She  tore  the  Laurel,  andjbe  tore  the  Bay  ; 
Nor  ceais'd  the  copious  Grief  to  ba.the  her  Cheek ; 
Nor  ceas'd  her  Sobs  to  murmur  to  the  Main. 
Peace  difcontented  nighy  departing^ Jlr etched 
Her  Dove-like  Wings ;  andVf^  tbo'  greatly  roused, 
Yet  mourn9 d  his  fetter'd  Hands.   While  thus  the 

Queen 

Of  Nations  fpoke ;  and  whatjktfaid  the  Mufe 
Recorded,  faithful^  in  unbidden  Verfe. 

See,  unchaftis'd,  tlj  infulting  Spaniard  dares. 
Infeft  the  trading  Flood .    Full  of  vain  War 
Defpife  my  Navies,  and  my  Merchants  feizfc.  ; 

[Bj]  A 


As,  tnifting  to  falfe  Peace,  they  fiarlefs  roam 
The  World  of  Waters  mid,  made,  by  the  Toil, 
And  Meral  Blood  ofglorms  Ages,  mine  : 
Nor  burjls  tuy  peeping  Thunder  on  their  Head. 
Whence  this  unwontedVathnce  ?  this  weak  Doubt  ? 
This  tame  Befeeching  o/Rejeded  Peace  ? 
This  meek  Forbearance  ?  this  unaftive  Fear, 
<fo  generous  Britons  never  known  before? 
And  fail' d  my  Metis  for  this,  on  Indian  Tides 
To  float,  unadive,  with  the  veering  Winds? 
yie  Mockery  <f  War  !  while  hot  Difeafe, 
And  Sloth  difteinper'djiuept  cjfburningCicw&Sy 
For  Afition  ardent ;  and  amid  the  Deep, 
•  Inglomous/>«^  them  in  a  watry  Grave. 
<Thert  now  they  lie  beneath  the  rowling  Flood, 
Far  from  their  Friends,  and  Country  unavenged; 
And  back  the  weeping  Warjbip  comes  again, 
Difpirited,  and  thin;  her .Sws  afham'd 
fhtts  idly  to  review  their  Native  Shore 
With  not  one  Glory  fparkling  in  their  Eye, 
One  Triumph  on  their  Tongue.     A  <Pa/enger, 
The  violated  Merchant  comes  along ; 
That  far-fought  Wealth,  for  which  the  noxious  Gale 
He  drew,  andfmeat  beneath  Equator  Suns, 
By  lawlefs  Force  detained,  a  Force  thatfoov 
melt  away,  and  every  Spoil  refign, 
p  Wer* 
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Were  once  the  Britifli  Lion  heard  to  roar. 

Whence  is  it  that  the  proud  Iberian  thus, 

In  their  own  well-ajjerted  Element, 

Dares  rouze  to  Wrath  the  Mailers  of  the  Main  ? 

Who  told  him,  that  the  big  incumbent  War 

Would  not,  ere  this,  have  roll' dins  trembling  ^Ports 

Infmoaky  R.uins  ?  and  his  guilty  Stores, 

Won  by  the  Ravage  of  a  butcher'd  World, 

Tct  unaton'dfunk  in  the  fw allow* d  Deep  ? 

Or  led  the  glittering  Qrize  into  the  Thames  ? 

And  'what,  my  thoughtlefs  Sons,  Jhouldfire  you 

more, 

Than  when  your  well-earn9 d  Empire  of  the  Deep, 
The  leaft  beginning  Injury  receives  ? 
What  better  Caufe  can  call  your  Lightning  forth  ? 
Tour  Thunder  wake  ?  Tour  dear  eft  Life  demand  ? 
What  better  Caufe,  than  when  your  Country  fees 
The  fly  Deftrudion  at  her  Vitals  aim'd  ? 
For,  Ob  !  it  much  imports  you ;  'tis  your  All, 
To  keep  your  TRADE  intire,  intire  the  Force, 
J.nd  Honour  of  your  Fleets;  o'er  that  to  watch, 
Even  with  a  Hand  fevere,  and  jealous  Eye. 
In  Intercourfe  be  gentle,  generous,  juft, 
By  Wifdom  polijtfd,  and  of  Manners  fair , 
Eat  on  the  Sea  be  terrible,  untam'd, 

[E  4]  Uncoil- 
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Unconquerable  JUll :  Let  none  efcapsfoS** 
Who  (ball  but  aim  to  touch  your  Glory  there. 
Is  there  the  Man  into  the  Lioji's  Den 
Who  dares  intrude,  tofnatch  his  Young  away  ? 
jitid  is  a  Briton  feiz'd  ?  andfeiz'd  beneath 
The  flumbering  Terrors  of  a  Britifli  Fleet  ? 
Then  ardent  rife  !  0£,  great  in  Vengeance  rife ! 
Overturn  the  tyroud,  teach  Rapine  to  reftctre  ; 
And  as  you  vide  fublimely  round  the  World^ 

Make  every  VeJJ'el  ftoop,  make  every  State 

* 

At  once  their  Welfare,  and  their  Duty  know. 

YOUR  Majefty  is  not  to  wonder,  that  the 
Poet  in  the  Lines  'laft  quoted,  talks  of  the 
'Dominion  of  the  Seas^  as  properly  belong- 
ing to  the  British  Nation  ;  and  as  an  Inhe- 
ritance left  to  us  by  the  Valour  of  our- An- 
ceftors.  When  Rawleigh  and  Blake  com- 
manded our  Fleks,  the  haughty  Spaniard 
trembled  at  the  Thunder  of  our  Cannon,  nor 
thought  his  Wealth  fufficiently  fecured^  even 
in  the  remoteft  Parts  of  his  Indies.  If  we 
may  believe  an  ancient  Hiftorian,  either  of 
the  Heroes  laft  mentioned  'was  fupe- 
riour  to  your  Majefty's  Countryman,  the 
famous  Lyfander.  We  are  told,  the  Sfartan 
Admiral  owed  his  Reputation,  rather  to  his 
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good  Fortune,  than  to  his  Conduct  and  Cou- 
?age.  Lyfander  Lacedtemonius  magnam  re- 
liquit  fui  famam^  magis  felicitate  quam  Vir- 
\xtot  fart  am.  Nep. 

I  H  A  v  E  endeavoured  to  fliew  from  ie- 
veral  Examples,  ancient  and  modern,  Ibme 
of  which  I  have  taken  out  of  your  own  Fa- 
mily, that  my  expreffing  fome  Love  for  my 
Country )  was  not  fo  heinous  a  Crime,  as  to 
deserve  that  your  Majefty,  upon  this  only 
Account^  Ihould  tell  the  World  lam  a*Def- 
perado,  prepared  to  execute  the  worft  Mif- 
chief  (or  in  other  Words  the  greateft  Villa- 
nits)  I  can  be  put  ufon. 

I  PROCEED  to  your  next  Paragraph,  which 
runs  thus : 

u  But  Mr.  BUDGELL  having  wonderfully 
"  fiqued  himfelf  upon  this  extraordinary 
"  Toem^  allow  me  room  for  only  one  Remark 
u  on  that  fineComp  foment  paid  in  it  to  the  King., 
"  which  he  and  his  Friends  feem  to  look  upon 
4C  as  the  Flower  of  the  Whole  >  and.,  he  is 
"  pie  a  fed  to  intimate v,  are  Lines  the  greatejl 
<<  <Prince  on  Earth  might  approve,  and  ought 
J  "  * 
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«  to  reward:  Speaking  of  the  Battle 
"  denard,  he  fays  ; 


"  O  Prince, 


"  There  waft  thou  feen  too  prodigal  of  Life, 
-"  And  thy  rafh  Valour,  turn'd  the  doubtful  Strife. 

"  'Upon  which  I  wou'd  only  humbly  enquire, 
"  Whether  j  if  what  Mr.  BUDGELL  affirms 
"  be  Faff,  that  Victory  was  not  owing  to  a 

"  Vice  : The  reft  1  leave  to  the  ingenious 

"  Mr.  BUDGELL  to  fuffty." 

•  •  «iO  . 
I  COULD  have  wifhed  your  Majefty  had 

condefcended  to  have  mentioned  your  f  ar- 
ticular Reafons  for  inferring  that  I  do  fo 
wonderfully  fique  my  felf  upon  this  extra- 
ordinary  Toem.  If  I  know  any  Thing  at  all 
of  my  felf,  I  never  yet  piqu'd  my  felf  upon 
any  Thing  in  'Poetry  y  or  ever  aimed  at  the 
Title  of  a  *Poet.  I  confefs  when  I  was  very 
young,  I  did  dabble  a  little  in  Poetry  ;  but  I 
had  not  long  amufed  my  felf  in  that  plea- 
ling  Art,  when  I  accidentally  met  with  an 
Italian  Troverb^  wbich  made  fo  ftrong  an 
Imprejfion  upon  nxe,  that  I  immediately 
burnt  all  the  Vcrfes  I  had  wrote,  and  made  a 

firm 
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firm  Refolutiou  never  more  to  make  ^Poetry 
my  chief  Study.  The  'Proverb  I  have  men- 
tioned was  to  this  Effect ; 

The  Man  <who  can't  make  Two  Verfes  is 
a  Blockhead,  and  he  that  makes  Four  is  a 
Fool. 

THE  Meaning  of  this  Saying  I  take  to  be 
this  :  That  ^Poetry  is  the  true  and  infallible 
Tonchftone  of  human  Wit ;  of  which  no 
Man  muft  fancy  he  has  an  extraordinary 
Portion,  if  he  does  not  find  upon  Tryal, 
that  his  Genius  and  Invention  will  make  a 
tolerable  Figure  in  'Poetry :  But  at  the  fame 
Time,  no  fenfible  prudent  Man,  would  lay 
out  all  his  Capacity  upon  an  Art,  which  has 
fomething  in  it  too  apt  to  give  the  Mind  a 
Romantic k  Turn,  and  a  Way  of  thinking 
which  is  not  adapted  to  the  common  Occur- 
rences of  Life ;  upon  an  Art,  in  which  it  is 
fo  very  difficult  to  arrive  at  cPerfe£tion^  and 
the  chief  Beauties  of  which  are  of  fo  deli- 
cate and  fine  a  Nature,  that  the  Generality 
of  Mankind  can  neither  relifli  nor  difcern 
them. 

WHAT- 
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.  2*jnr&  *o  •'VVsatfvtj  *>'*,  - 
WHATEVER  your  Majefty  has  been  in, 
formed,  I  have  hitherto  troubled  the  World 
but  with  very  few  of  my^Verfes.    The  firft 
I  ever  printed  were  my  Epilogue  to  the  2>/- 
Jlrefs*d  Mother  i  which  had  fuch  a  Recep- 
tion from  the  Indulgence  of  the  Publick,  as 
Nothing  of  the  fame  kind  ever  met  with  be- 
fore.   I  was,  however,  fo   far  from  abufing 
the  Good-nature  of   the  Town   upon   this 
Occafion,  or  liftening  to  the  Importunities  of 
fome  Perfons   who  profefs'd  themfelves  my 
Friends,  that  I  refblv'd  never  more  to  write 
any  Thing  of  that  Nature.    The  unexpe&ed 
Succefs  I  had  met  with,  only  ferved  to  make 
me  double  my  Guards  againft  a  Weaknefs 
which  I  fancied  my  felf  naturally  but  too 
much  inclined  to.     This  little  Toem,  upoa 
which  your  Majefty  has  thought  proper  to 
be  fo  very  fatyrical^  is  I  believe  the  loft  I 
fhall  ever  write,  even  tho'  Providence  fliould 
add  more  Years  to  my  Life  than  I  either 
cxped  or  delire.   I  was  prompted  to  do  what 
I  did  by  a  particular  Occafion^  and  fome  par- 
ticular  Circumftances  ;  yet  fmce  the  Toem  is 
published,  fmce  it  was  intended  to  celebrate 
the  Virtues  and  Accomflifhments  of  one  of 

the 
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the  befl  and  greateft  of  Princes ;  fince  I  ven- 
tured to  dedicate  it  to  a  Queen,  who  has  an 
lltfderftanding  vaftly  fuperiour  to  the  Gene- 
rality of  her  Sex,  and  is  in  particular  allow- 
ed to  be  a  good  Judge  offolite  Learning  \  I 
muft  confefs,  that  upon  all  thefe  Accounts^ 
I.  Ihould  be  forry  to  think  there  were  any 
grofs  Absurdities  in  the  Poem  it  felf  \  and  I 
ihall  therefore  take  the  Liberty,  fairly  to  exa- 
mine the  Strength  of  your  Majefty's  Re- 
fle&ions  upon  it. 

I  SHALL  very  frankly  own,  that  (as  your 
Majefty  obierves)  my  Friends,  and  I 
do  think,  that  my  Compliment  to  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  is  the  beft  Part  of  my 
Poem ;  and  that  my  Fancy  was  a  little  fir'd 
by  the  Dignity  of  the  Subje&  I  was  then 
upon.  You  fay,  that  I  intimate  thofe  are 
Lines  which  the  greateft  Prince  on  Earth 
might  approve  j  and  ought  to  reward; 
whereas,  in  fad,  I  fay  nothing  more  in  my 
Letter  to  Mr.  'Danvers,  but  that  he  and 
other  People  feemed  to  think  there  were 
fome  Lines  in  the  Poem,  with  which  the 
greateft  Prince  upon  Earth  could  not  reafon- 
ably  be  dijpkafed.  As  to  the  Article  of  Re- 

ward. 
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wafdj  I  do  not  intimate  I  ever  expected 
any;  and  I  do  affure  your  Majefty,  that  I 
never  propofed  to  get  one  Farthing  of  Mo- 
ney by  Writing  this  Poem,  nor  any  other 
Reward^  but  a  gracious  Smile,  either  from 
my  King  or  my  §)ueen.  I  confefs,  I  am  of 
Opinion,  that  I  need  not  have  defpaired  of 
obtaining  the  only  Reward  I  aimed  at,  if  a 
great  deal  of  Cunning  and  Malice  had  not 

been  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  my  receiving  it. 

,*^A  *  ^^Mr?;* 

IT  is  certain,  I  have  faid  in  my  Letter  to. 
the  Craft fman,  that  I  did  not  expeft  fuch  a 
Reward  for  my  Poem,  as  I  was  threa- 
tened with  by  Name,  and  in  Trint,  by  a 
certain  ^nerifty  a  Friend  tf  your  Majefty's, 
who  took  fo  much  Care  to  be  as  good  as  his 
Word  in  this  Particular,  that  I  ftrould  now  do 
him  the  higheft  Injuftice  if  I  affirmed.  That 
he  has  broke  every  Promife  he  ever  made 
toe.  But  'tis  more  than  Time  to  examine 
the  Strength  of  yOtir  Griticifm :  Your  Ma- 
jetty  is  pleafed  to  affert,  that  "  Speaking  of 
a  the  Battle  of  Oudenard,  Mr.  BtiDGELt 
«  fays: 
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0  <Prince, 

waft  thotifeen  too  prodigal  of  Life, 
And  thy  rajh  Valour  turned  the  doubtful  Strife. 

I  AM  very  forry  I  am  obliged  to  tell  your 
Majefty,  that  Mr.  BUDGELL  does  not  fay 
what  your  Majefty  affirms  he  does ;    or  in 
other  Words,  that  your  Majefty  has  aflerted 
a  mott  flagrant  Fallhood.     You  are  pleafed 
in  the  above   Quotation,   for  Reafons  beft 
known  toyourjelf,  to  bring  Words  together, 
which  are  twelve   Lines  diflant  from  each 
other  in  the  Poem,  and  then  to  ftrike  out  a 
Word  of  mine ,  and  to  fubftitute  in  the  Place 
of  it  a  Word  of  your  own;  viz.  the  Parti* 
cle  and,  which,  I  muft  confefs^  where  your 
Majefty  has  fluck  it  in,  looks  like  as  filly  a 
Conjunction  Copulative  as  ever  I  faw  in  my 
Life;  fo  that  in  quoting  but  two  Lines,  you 
have  endeavoured  to  impofe  two  Falfehoods 
upon  your  Readers :  And  I  muft  own,  that 
with  a  few  of  thefe  your  Majefty 's  Emen- 
dations,  I  am  convinced  my  Paem  would 
fully  anfwer  the  Character  you  are  pleafed 
to  give  of  it  in  your  next  Paragraph.,  and 
might  veryjuftly  be  called  a  STUPID  PIECE. 

To 
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To  fliew  my  Readers  what  Mr.  Budgell 
really  does  fay  of  the  Battle  ofOuJe»artt,  and 
in  what  manner  the  Tranfaton  is  made  to  that 
Battle,  from  a  Defcription  of  the  Horfe- 
Races  at  New-Market  ^  I  beg  leave  to  tran- 
fcribe  the  whole  PafTage  :  Which  is  the  more 
neceflary,  becaufe  I  am  in  hopes  my  doing 
this,  will  not  only  ihew  that  I  have  juftly 
charged  your  Majefty  with  making  a  dif- 
ingenuous  Quotation,  but  that  it  will  alfb  be 
zfullAnfwer  to  a  Criticifm  of  Mr.  R.  M's> 
upon  this  my  Defcription  of  the  Battle  of 
Oudenard. 

From  Granta  *  nowy  with  the  declining  Day, 
Tothofefam'dQlains  f  our  Monarch  lends  hisWay^ 
Where  all  his  Strength  the  Britilh  Courferjbewsy 
.Ambitious  of  the  ^Prize  Great  George  be/tows. 
Lo  !  at  the  Barrier  how  the  fiery  Steed^ 
Champs  on  the  Eit^  impatient  to  be  freed: 
His  quivering  Ears  exprefs  hisftrong  Defae^ 
From  his  wide  Noftrih  Clouds  of  Smoke  expire  J 
With  reftlefs  Feet  he  paws  the  trembling  Qlain^ 
dnd  ftruggling^  eft  attempts  to  fart  in  vaiv. 

At 

*  Cambridge.         f  New-Market- 
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At  length  ,  the  Signal  giifn,  in  ju 
Through  gazingCrouds  the  Rivals  take  their  Way  : 
At  their  full  Stretch  they  urge  the  rapid  Flight  k, 
And  in  a  Moment  quit  the  Draining  Sight  ; 
So  long,  fo  fmooth  their  Strokes  ;  and  yet  fo  fleet, 
Scarce  lends  the  tender  Turflemath  their  Feet. 
Almojl  they  prove  that  the  fwift-footed  Kind 
Sprang  ,  as  old  Bards  *  have  fabled,  from  the  Wind. 
On  this  diftinguijh'd  Day,  the  nolle  Rreedy 
Seem9  d  to  exert  a  more  than  ufual  Speed  ^ 
As  if  by  Inftinfl  each  contending  Horfe, 
Knew  that  BRITANNIA'.?  King  I  eh  eld  the  Cow  ft. 
And  yet  ,  O  Prince,  with  far  fttperior  Grace, 
Might  the  proud  Species  boajt  their  gen'rous  Race, 
Did  they  hit  know  on  Oudenarda^  <Plainy 
How  greatly  one  illuftrious  Steed  wasjlain  ; 
Well  pleas'  d  his  Life  in  Battle  to  refign,     \Thine* 
Qierc'd  with    the  fatal  Ball,   which  threatened 
On  that  important  Day,  well  known  to  Fame, 
And  made  immortal  by  thy  glorious  Name  5 

P 


*Solintis,Columella,  &\\&Varro,  affirm,  that  the  Mares 
in  Lujitaxia  were  impregnated  by 


Ore  omnes  verfe  in  Zephyr  um,  ft  ant  rupibm  altis^ 
Exceptantqtte  /eves  am  as  :  &  fepefine  -ullts 
Conjugiis,  vento  gravidx  (mirabtlt  difiu  !  ) 
Saxa  per  &  Scopulos  &  deprejj'as  fonvatltf 
Difvgiunt.  —  -  Virg. 


66 

When,  like  a  Tempeft,  in  EuropaV  Right, 
Thy  martial  Genius  urg'd  Thee  to  the  Fight* 
Where'er  the  Fury  of  the  Baftle  rag'd, 
Where'er  the  thickeft  of  her  Foes  engag'd, 
There  waft  Thoufecn,  too  prodigal  of  Life, 
While  thy  rap  Valour  turn'd  the  doubtful  Strife. 
The  Gauls  retreating^  yet  ajbam'd  tofee, 
The  Fortune  of  the  Day  o'er-rul'd  by  thee, 
By  Thee  alone^  a  Jingle  youthful  Hand^ 
Boil'd  withfrejh  Rage  ;  and  yet  afraid  to  ft  and, 
Like  the  old  Parthians/gMffg-  as  they  fled^ 
jiim'd  all  the  War  at  thy  devoted  Head.        ^. 

Great  Julius  thus  on  Egypt's  diftant  Coaft, 
Surrounded  by  a  whole  embattled  Hojty 
Wag  *d  for  a  'while  a  bloody  defp'rate  Fight  y  v  -^ 
Tet  he,)  inferior  to  thy  daring  Might) 
Declined  at  length  the  too-advent'roits  Strife, 
When  plunging  in  the  WavvSj  he  fav'd  his  Life. 

Whilft  thus  in  Showers^  which  darken  all  the  Sky  , 
*Thc  mtjfi've  Deaths  around  thy  'Temples  fly  ; 
Clofe-fighting  by  thy  Side,  in  Arms  renown9  d, 
$he  valiant  *  Lufcky  falls,  andftains  the  Ground. 

There 


*  His  prefentMajefty,  who  ferv'd  a§  aPol«*tier  at  the 
Battle  of  Oudenard^  charged  Sword-in-hand  at  the  Head 
of  a  Squadron  ofBtilau's  Dragoons  :  His  own  Horfe  was 
fhot  under  him,  and  Colonel  Luftky,  who  commanded 
the  Squadron,  kill'd,  as  he  was  fighting  bravely  by  hipi, 
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SThere  hadft  thou  too  rejign'd  thy  fa  ere  d  Breathy 
Had  not  thy  Horfe  receiv'd  the  Leaden  Death  y 
Sinking  beneath  thy  manly  Limbs  the  Steedy 
His  Mafterfafe,  with  Triumph  feems  to  bleed'? 
Whilfl  thou  relying^  all  the  future  Day, 
On  thine  ownJhrm^  thro9  Squadrons  mad'ft  thy  Way  ; 
(Thy  Hand  uncumberd  with  the  ufelefs  Reir^) 
And  fought* fl  a  private  Soldier  on  the  '-Plain. 

MY  Readers  I  prefume  muft  have  obfer- 
ved,  from  the  foregoing  Lines,  that  I  have 
juftly  charged  your  Majefty  with  making  a 
very  difingenuous  Quotation.  I  mall  now 
lay  before  them  the  Criticifm  of  Mr.  R.  M. 

I  HAVE  already  obferv'd  in  my  Introduc- 
tion, that  this  Gentleman  is  an  humble  Imi- 
tator of  your  Majefty 's  Beauties ;  and  that 
his  whole  Pamphlet,  as  well  as  your  Ma- 
jefty's  Epiftle,  is  wrote  in  the  Dialed:  ufed 
by  thofe  Ladies  who  have  the  Infpeftion  of 
the  Bfttifb  Fiftery :  He  has  perhaps  like- 
wife  learnt  from  your  Majefty,  that  Nothing 
is  more  likely  to  cramp  a  riflng  Genius,  than 
meanly  to  confine  it  within  the  Bounds  of 
Truth.  After  having  fufficiently  maul'd 
poor  Mr.  ^Danvers,  for  daring  to  aflert  there 

2,  was 
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was  any  one  Thing  beautiful  or  majlerly, 
either  in  my  Dedication  to  the  §^ueeny  or 
any  Tart  of  my  Toemy  he  falls  upon  that 
Tart  of  it  which  I  have  quoted  in  the  fol- 
lowing Words. 

"  But  what  Mr.  Danvers  was  mojl  of  all 
"  f  leafed  with,  was  his  incomparable  Tran- 
"  fition  from  New-Market  to  Oudenard.  Let 
"  us  then  accompany  our  Bard  in  this  Flight ; 
"  and  when  he  terrifies  us  with  this  Battle, 
"  what  does  he  do  ?  Why,  like  Mr.  Bays, 
u  nothing  at  all :  I  fay  it  again,  nothing  at  all  j 
"  for  he  only  compliments  a  Horfe.  His 
"  Majejty  it  feems^  was  prodigal  of  Life; 
"  his  Valour  was  ralh,  and  all  that :  But, 
a  Egad,  the  Horfe  was  the  Heroe  of  the 
«  Toern^ 

f.  i 

As  to  that  Tart  of  Mr.  R.  M's  Criti- 
cifm,  which  he  hzsjfoleft  from  your  Majefty, 
viz.  That  I  fay,  my  Sovereign  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  was  too  prodigal  of  Life ^  and 
that  his  Valour  was  rafb  y  I  am  in  hopes, 
that  what  1  Ihall  fay  immediately  to  your 
Majefty,  will  at  the  fame  Time  ferve  for  an 
Anfwer  to  Mr.  R.  M.  But  as  to  the  other 

Tart 
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Tart  of  his  Criticifm  which  is  entirely  his 
own.,  viz.  That  I  have  made  an  Horfe  the 
Heroe  of  my  Poem ;  If  he  does  not  think  the 
Lines  I  have  quoted  are  a  full  Aniwer  to 
it,  I  muft  intreat  him  to  allow  me  to  make 
that  life  of  his  fhewing  me  my  Fault j,  that  a 
wife  Man  ought  to  do,  (viz.)  Not  to  be 
guilty  a  fecond  Time  of  an  Error  of  the 
fame  kind.  Mr.  R.  M.  has  fallen  upon  me 
fo  unmercifully  fot>  complimenting  a  Horfe j 
that  I  dare  take  no  farther  Notice  of  what 
he  fays.  I  dare  not  give  fo  fair  an  Handle 
to  fome  future  Critick,  to  ccnfiire  me  with  a 
like  Severity,  for  paying  too  great  a  Comfli- 
ment  to  a  certain  Animal^  which,  though 
it  very  much  refembles^  yet  is  of  an  infe- 
rior Species  to  an  Horfe. 

I  ASK  your  Majefty's  Pardon  for  making 
this  ftiort  Excurfion,  that  I  might  juft  take 
notice  of  Mr.  R.  M's  Criticifm;  I  ftiall  now 
conflder  your  Majefty's. 

IN  my  Defcription  of  the  Battle  of  Qude- 
nardj  where  the  King  of  Great  Britain  gave 
fuch  undoubted  Proofs  ofhi$ferfenalCouragey 
I  addrefs  my  felf  to  my  Sovereign  in  the  follow- 
ing Lines.  [  F  j  ]  On 
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/t  j,*.,     T^J:  iij  -4'  j£rii  vikjt 

O/;  f  J&*J  important  Day  well  known  to  Fame, 

made  immortal  by  thy  glorious  Name  j 
like  a  Tempeft,  in  Eumpa'j  Right, 

martial  Genius  urgd  Thee  to  the  Fight  ^ 
Where'er  the  Fury  of  the  Battle  rag'd, 
Where'er  the  thickeft  of  her  Foes  engag'd, 
tfhere  waft  Thoufeen,  too  -prodigal  of  Life, 
While  thy  rajb  Valour  turn'd  the  doubtful  Strife. 

V    W^AXU;V-^*'^VV      ^'-?^     *^'      H'^  V^^fe' 

Thefe  are  the  Lines   as  they  ftand  in  my 
Poem  : 

"  'Ufon  which  (fays  your  Majefty)  I  would 
"  only  humbly  enquire  ,  Whether  >  if  what 
?*Mr.  BUDGELL  affirms  be  fatty  that  Viftory 
'.'  was  not  owing  to  a  Vice.  -  The  reft  I 
u  leave  to  the  ingenious  Mr.  BUDGELL  to 
"  fuppW  In  Obedience  to  your  Majefty's 
Commands  I  will  therefore  endeavour  to  fup- 
ply  the  reft. 

YOUR  Majefty,  it  fcems,  is  of  Opinion,  that 
for  an  Hero  to  venture  his  Life  in  a  Battle 
more  than  mftrittTrudence  he  ought  to  do, 
or  in  other  Words,  to  fhew  a  rafh  Valour  ', 
is  a  Pice  :  Your  Majefty  would  from  hence 

infer, 
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infer,  that  My  having  faid,  The  King  of 
Great  Britain  was  prodigal of 'Life ',  and  that 
his  Valour  was  raft,  is  charging  that  Prince 
with  a  Vice^  and  writing  a  Satire  upon  him, 
inftead  of  a  Tanegyrick. 

I  HOPE  I  have  ftated  your  Majefty's  Cri- 
ticifm  in  its  full  Strength.  I  muft  confefs, 
that  in  this  Drefs  it  even  looks  a  little  Jpe- 
cious :  But  let  us  examine  the  Force  of  it ; 
firft,  by  the  Rules  and  greateft  Examples  in 
'Poetry  ;  and  afterwards,  by  Nature  it  felf, 
and  Matters  of  Fatt  :  Becaufe  I  muft  own, 
that  I  think  no  Thought  or  Exprejfion^  either 
proper  or  beautiful,  which  is  not  founded 
upon  Truth  and  Nature. 

HOMER'S  very  Definition  of  Valour ^  is, 
that  It  is  a  divine  In/miration  y  and  that 
fome  God  gets  ToffeJJlon  of  the  Man  for  the 
Time,  and  a£ts  within  him.  The  fame  Poet 
declares  in  another  Place,  That  of  ad  the  Vir- 
tues,  Fortitude,  or  Valour ',  was  alone  in- 
ffired  with  divine  Salleys^  and  enthttfiaftick 
Tranfports.  Tlutarch  quotes  this  'very  Taf- 
fage  from  Homer  \  and  is  fo  much  pleafed 
with  it,  that  he  declares  immediately  after- 
[F  4] 
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wards,  that  Homer  underftood  perfe&ly  well 
the  Nature  and  ^Properties  of  Valour  or  per- 
final  Courage.  Agreeable  to  this  Maxim  of 
Homer's,  we  find  the  Heroes  in  all  heroick 
Poems  reprefented  as  rufhing  upon  inevitable 
Death,  and  aiming  at  Things  not  only  above 
their  own  Strength,  but  above  the  Power  of 
any  Mortal  whatever :  Notwithstanding  this, 
they  are  fb  hurried  on,  and  precipitated  by 
that  Fervour  of  Spirits,  which  feizes  them 
in  the  Heat  of  a  Battle,  that  fome  God  is 
generally  introduced,  who,  either  by  Strata- 
gem or  Force,  is  obliged  to  fnatch  them  from 
that  Death  which  would  otherwife  be  the  un- 
avoidable Confequence  of  their  raft  Valour. 

I  COULD  give  a  great  Number  of  Inftan- 
ces  of  what  I  am  laying  out  of  Homer,  Lu- 
can,  Statins,  Silius  It  aliens,  and  Taffb ,'  but 
becaufe  all  thefe  Poets,  though  they  are  cer- 
tainly great  Genius's,  have  been  charged 
with  fome  heroick  Rants,  I  ihall  produce 
no  Inftance  out  of  any  of  the  Ancients,  but 
Virgil,  the  moft  correct  Toet  that  ever  wrote, 
and  who  never  fuffer'd  the  Heat  of  his  Fancy 
$o  get  the  tetter  of  his  Judgment. 

His 
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VIRGIL'S  Hero,  Mneas,  has  been  even  ridi- 
culed by  Monfieur  St.  Evremont,  and  fome 
other  Criticks,  for  want  of  Courage,  and  for 
having  too  much  ^Prudence  and  ^Phlegm  >  yet 
let  us  lee  how  this  very  .sEneas  behaves,  when 
his  Enemies  are  in  View,  and  his  Spirits  are 
heated  in  Battle. 

THE  firft  Time  we  have  any  Account  of 
him  in  Arms,  is  upon  that  fatal  Night  when 
Troy  was  deftroy'd:  The  Greeks  had  fe- 
cured  their  Point,  and  the  City  was  actually 
taken,  while  jEneas  was  yet  afleep : 

Tempus  erat,  quo  prima  quies  mortalibus  segris 
Incipit,  &  dono  Divum  gratiffima  ferpit. 
In  fomnis  ecce  ante  oculos  moeftiflimus  He&or 
Vifus  adefle  mihi,  largofque  effundere  fletus : 

9Twas  in  tbe  Dead  of  Night ^  when  Sleep  repairs 
Our  Bodies  worn  with  foils,  our  Minds  with  Cares, 
When  He&or'j  Ghofl  before  my  Sight -appears, 
A  Moody  Shrowd he feem'd, and bath'd in  Tears* 

HIS 


*   That  I  may  give  fuch  of  my  Readers  as  do  not  uu* 
dwftand  Latin ^  fome  link  Not™*  of  what  Firgil  fays,  I 
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His  deceafed  Friend  Hettor  appears  to 
him  in  his  Sleep,  to  roufe  him  up ;  but  is 
far  from  advifing  him  to  make  any  Refinance ; 
the  Cafe  was  too  defperate  for  that :  On  the 
contrary,  Hettor  tells  him  that  Rejiftance 
was  in  vain  y  and  therefore  exprefly  orders 
him  to  fly,  as  the  only  Way  now  left  to  pre- 
ferve  himfelf^  and  the  Reliques  of  Troy. 


,  .  L 

Heu  !y//g;^  nate  dea>  teque  his  (ait)  cripe  fkmmis. 
Hoitishabet  muros,  ruit  alto  a  culmine  Troja: 
Sat  Patriae  Priamoque  datum :  fi  Pergama  dextra 
Defcndi  poflent,  etiam  hac  defenfa  fuiflent. 
Sacra,  fuofque  tibi  commendat  Troja  Penates  : 
Hos  capefatorum  comites: .     ...i<.u  ^  ^ 


have  added  Drydetfs  Tranjlationrtoi  want  of  ^better:  \ 
muft,  however,  in  Juftice  to^/r^/7,  let  them  know,  that  ft 
is  Mr.  tDrydeH^  and  not  Virgil,  who  lays  Hefior's  Ghoft 
feem'fl  to  he  a  bloody  Shrowd.'  My  Readers  who  un- 
derftand  the  Original,  will  obferve  feveral  notorious 
Faulis  in  the  Tranflation  of  the  four  Lines  I  have  quoted 
out  of  Virgil.  Thufe  who  read  nothing  but  this  Tran- 
flation, may  well  think,  thatTifc*  real  Ghoft  of  He&or  ap- 
pear'd  to  flLncas  while  he  lay  awake :  But  Virgil  with  a 
noble  Simplicity  makes  JEneas  fay,  In  my  Sleep  He&or 
feentd  to  fland  by  me^  extreamly  deje&ed,  and  weeping ; 
Not  a  Word  of  a  Gboft,  or  a  bloody  Shrowd. 


to  Cleomenes. 

0  Goddefs-lorn  !  efcape,  by  timely  Flight, 
The  flames,  and  Horrors  of  this  fatal  Night. 
The  Foes  already  have  poffefs'd  the  Wall, 
Troy  nods  from  high,  and  totters  to  her  FaJl. 
Enough  is  paid  to  Priam'.?  Royal  Name, 
More  than  enough  to  Duty  and  to  Fame. 
If  by  a  mortal  Hand  my  Father's  Throne 
Coii'd  be  defended^  'twas  by  mine  alone  : 
Now  Troy  to  thee  commends  her  future  State, 
And  gives  her  Gods  Companions  of  thy  Fate. 


IN  this  Cafe,  what  does  jEneas  do  ?  He  not 
only  determines  to  fight  ,  though  he  is  told 
All  Refinance  is  to  no  *Purpofe^  but  takes 
this  Refolution  in  defiance  of  a  MeiTage  fent 
him  from  the  Gods  by  an  Hero.,  who^  when 
living,  was  both  his  General  and  his  Friend. 
His  Courage  even  gets  the  better  of  his  Tiety  \ 
though  the  latter  upon  other  Occafions  is 
made  the  molt  fining  and  diftinguifoed  Part 
of  his  Character.  The  Enterprize  he  under- 
takes is  indeed  a  mad  one,  and  fully  juftifies 
what  he  himfelf  fays  of  it  in  cool  Blood. 


Arma 
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tab  ••••t  ,cx?A$i3  I  y^/'S-iVitVioS;  1  ^ 
Arma  amens  capio,  necyStf  rationis  in  armis : 
Sed  glomeraremanum  bello,  &  concurrere  in  arccm 
Cum  fociis  ardent  animi:  furor  iraque  mentem 
Praecipitant,  pulchrumq;  mori  fuccurrit  in  Armis. 

ffftb  Frenzy  feiz'd,  I  run  to  meet  thy  Alarms  ^ 
Refold d  on  Death,  refoh'd  to  di&  in  Arms. 
But  frft  togather  Friends ,  with  them  t'oppofe. 
If  Fortune  favour* d,  and  repel  the  Foes^ 
Spurr'd  by  my  Courage,  by  my  Country  fir  W; 
With  Senfi  of  Honour >  and  Revenge  infpir'd.  * 

His 


*  Dryden  in  the  Tranflation  of  the  faxr  Lines  I  have 
quoted,  by  venturing  to  fay  more  than  Virgil  fays,  has  in 
fome  manner  contracted  himfelf.  He  reprefeats  Mneas 
in  his  fecond  Line  as  r'efolved  on  tDeath ;  Resolved  to  die 
in.Arms;  and  yet  in  the  two  next  Ltnes^  he  is  refohedto 
get  his  Friends  about  him,  and  with  their  Affiftance,  not 
only  to  Oppofe,  but,  if  Fortune  favoured,  to  Repel  the 
Grecians ;  which  looks  pretty  much  like  his  Hoping  for 
Viftory*  But  it  is  Mr.  Dry  den  that  lays  all  this: 
fays  nothing  like  it.  %)ryde»Js  two  loft  Lines,  viz. 

'tl-ty  my  Conrage,  by  my 'Country  fir* d> 
itbfenfe  of  Honour,  and  Revenge 


•/•\ 

s  well  enough  what  Virgil  means  by  his 

^•' ' : 

i. ..   Fnror  Iraque  mentem 
Precipitant; -~_  J 
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His  Speech  to  his  Companions,  is  not  the 
Oration  of  a  Leader  who  even  hopes  for 
any  Succefs. 


Juvenes,  fortiflima  fruftra 

Fedora,  li  vobis  audentem  extrema  cupido  eft 
Certa  fequi :  quae  fit  rebus  fortuna,  vldetis. 
Exceflere  omnes  adytis  arifque  relidis 
Dii,  quibus  imperium  hoc  fteterat :  fuccurritis  urbi 
Incenfae :  moriamur,  &  in  media  arma  ruamus. 

Brave  Souls ,  faid  I,  ~but  brave,  alas  .'  in  vain  : 
Gome,  finijb  what  our  cruel  Fates  ordain^ 
Ton  fee  the  defp'rate  State  of  our  ^Affairs  J 
AndHeavens  froteffingtyowers  are  deaf  toQray'rs. 
The  paffive  Gods^  behold  the  Greeks  defile 
Their  Temples^  and  abandon  to  the  Spoil 

Their 


I  am  no  Friend  to  Literal  "Tranflatiom :  Yet  I  think  a 
T  ranflator  ought  to  add  nothing  of  his  own,  but  what 
conduces  either  to  explain  Qt  ftrengthen  that  Idea  or  Im- 
prejfion  which  the  Author  he  tranflates  is  endeavouring  to 
give  his  Readers.  To  do  tkn,  requires  the  utmoft  Judg- 
ment. Perhaps  it  is  even  neceflary,  that  the  Tr*xfl***r 
fhould  have  a  Genius  not  much  inferior  to  tb*  Author 
he  j«  tranflating. 
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own  Abodes  :  we,  feeble  Few,  conjpire 
Tofave  a  finking  Town  involved  in  Fire. 
Then  let  us  fall;  but  fall  amidft  our  Foes  : 


A  LITTLE  after  he  defcribes  his  Tallying 
out  with  his  brave  Countrymen  (whom  your 
Majefty  may  poffibly  call  *DeJferadoes}  in 
thefe  Words; 

• • Per  tela,  per  hoftes, 

Vadimus  haud  dubiam  in  mortem. 

k(Tl  'iljSut   > 

\  Cy     '        .,      '    - 

So  ruftfd  we  forth  at  once,  refofo'd  to  die, 
Refoti ld  in  Death  the  I  aft  Extreams  to  try. 

When  at  the  Head  of  a  few  gallant  Men,  he 
had  flung  himfelf  into  the  Midft  of  his  vic- 
torious Enemies,  and  made  a  prodigious 
Slaughter  of  the  Grecians,  he  might  very 
juftly  make  the  following  Exclamation: 

Iliaci  cineres  !    &  flamma  extrema  meornm, 
Teftor,  in  occafu  veftro,  nee  tela,  nee  ullas 
Vitavifle  vices  Danaum;  &,  fi  fata  fuiffent 
Ut  caderem,  meruiffe  mana  ••    •  ' 


Te 
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Ye  Trojan  Flames  !  your  Teftimony 
What  I  perform'*},  and  what  Ifuffer'd  there  : 
No  Sword  avoiding  in  the  fatal  Strife, 
Expos9 d  to  Death)  and  prodigal  of  Life. 

HERE  is  the  very  Exprejfion  I  have  made 
made  ufe  of]  and  which  your  Majefty,  and 

Mr.  R.  M.    are  fo   much    offended   at. 

Trodigal  of  Life :  —  I  borrowed  it  from, 
*Dryden\  and  fince  'tis  not  originally  my 
owH)  I  fliall  make  no  Scruple  to  affirm,  that 
'tis  a  juft)  a  beautiful^  and  a  poetical  Ex- 
prejfion.  It  reprefents  in  an  elegant  and  a 
true  Manner  the  Behavicur  of  JEneas  in  this 
Place. 

I  HUMBLY  truft  my  whole  Life  has  fliewn, 
that  I  have  a  profound  and  fincere  RefpecT: 
for  my  legal  Sovereign,  and  his  illuftrious 
Family  :  I  hope  I  have  a  juft  Senfe  of  his 
many  great  and  royalVirtues :  Notwithftan- 
ding  all  which^  I  cannot  poffibly  be  of  Opi- 
nion, that  it  is  any  manner  of  ^Difgrace  to 
him,  to  have  his  Behaviour  in  Battle  repre- 
fented  to  be  like  that  of  Virgil's  Hero^  the 
Founder  of  the  Roman  Empire,  and  the 

Trince 
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^Prince  whom  Auguftus  Ctffar  was  infinitely 
pleafed  to  be  told  he  refembled. 


at  laft  fees  the  Palace  of  'Prtam 
taken,  and  the  King  himfelf  killed,  while 
all  his  own  Companions  were  either  flain,  or 
had  left  him. 

Rcfpicio,  &  quae  fit  me  circum  copia,  luftro. 
Deferuere  omnes  defeffi,  &  corpora  faltu 
Ad  terram  mifere,  aut  ignibus  aegra  dederc. 

I  hok'd  about  )  but  found  my  f  elf  alone  : 
Deferted  at  my  Need)  my  Friends  were  gone  ; 
Somefpent  with  Toil,  feme  with  De/pair  opprefs'dy 
Leap'd  headlong  from  the  Heights  ;    the  Flames 
confum'd  the  reft. 

NOTWITHSTANDING  all  this,  he  ftillpur* 
fues  his  defferate  Enterfrize^  and  is  deaf 
to  every  Thing  but  Fury  and  Refentment. 
His  Mother  her  felf  is  at  laft  obliged  to 
defcend  from  Heaven,  to  lay  her  abfblute 
Commands  upon  him  to  defift,  and  to  endea- 
vour to  preferve  his  Father  ',  his  Wife^  and 
his  only  Son  ;  who  Ihe  affures  him  are  in  the 
utmojl  Danger. 
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ONE  would  imagine  This  fhould  be 
enough  to  cool  the  rafh  Valour  of  jEneas* 
and  make  a  Jingle  Man  no  longer  think  of 
oppofing  himielf  againft  fo  many  Thottfands 
of  his  Enemies ;  and  yet  Venus  is  plainly 
apprehenfive,  that  all  her  Arguments,  back'd 
with  her  maternal  Authority,  would  not  be 
fufficient  to  make  an  Hero  forbear  attacking 
his  Enemies,  when  he  was  once  heated  in 
Battle,  and  fighting  to  revenge,  though  not 
to  fave  his  Country.  She  therefore  thinks 
her  felf  obliged  to  let  him  fee  with  his 
own  Eyes,  that  he  is  not  only  contending 
with  Men,  but  againft  Fate,  and  the  Gods. 
This,  and  only  this,  in  Virgil's  Opinion,  was 
fufficient  to  make  his  Hero  quit  the  Field. 

Talia  jadtabam,  &  furiata  mente  ferebar  : 
Cum  mihi  fe,  non  ante  oculis  tarn  clara,  videndam 
Obtuiit,  &  pura  per  no&em  in  luce  refuliit 
Alma  parens,  confeflaDeam ;  qualifque  videii 
Coelicolis  &  quanta  folet ;  dextraque  prehenfum 
Continuit,  rofeoque  haec  infuper  addidit  ore  : 
Nate,  quis  indomitas  tantus  dcjflor  excitat  iras  ? 
Quid  furis  ?  aut  quonam  noftri  tibi  cura  rcceffit  ? 
[G] 
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Non  prius  afpicies,  ubi  fefium  aetate  parentem 
Liqueris  Anchifen?  fuperet  conjuxne  Creufa, 
Afcaniufque  puer  ?  quos  omnes  undique  Graiae 
Circum  errant  acies :  &  ni  mea  cura  reftitat, 
Jam  flammae  tulerint,  inimicus  &  hauferit  enfis. 
Non  tibi  Tyndaridis  facies  invifa  Lacaenae, 
Culpatufve  Paris ;  verum  inclementia  Divum 
Has  evertit  opes,  fternitque  a  culmine  Trojam. 
Afpice :  namqueomriem,  quae  nunc  obducSa  tuenti 
Mortales  hebetat  vifus  tibi,  &  humida  circum 
Caligat,  nubem  eripiam :  tu  ne  qua  parentis 
Jufla  time,  neu  praeceptis  parere  recufa. 
Hie  ubi  disje&as  moles,  avulfaque  faxis 
Saxa  vides,  mixtoque  undantem  pulvere  fumum; 
Neptunus  muros,  magnoque  emota  tridenti 
Fundamenta  quatit,  totamque  a  fedibus  urbem 
Eruit.  Hie  Juno  Scaeas  faevifEma  portas 
Prima  tenet,  fociumque  furens  a  navibus  agmen 

Ferro  accin&a  vocat. 

Jam  fummas  arces  Tritonia,  refpice,  Pallas 
Infedit,  nimbo  efFulgens  &  Gorgone  feva. 
Ipfe  Pater  Danais  animos  virefque  fecundas 
Sufficit :  ipfe  Decs  in  Dardana  fufcitat  arma. 
Er/pf,  nate,  fugam^  finemque  impone  Jabori. 
Nufquam  abero,  &  tutum  patrio  te  limine  fiftam. 
Dixcrat,  &  fpiffis  nodisfe  condidit  umbris. 

Apparent 
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Apparent  dirae  facies,  inimicaque  Trojae 
Numina  magna  Deum.  —         .-. 


while  I  rave,  a  Gleam  ofpleajing  Light    . 
Spread  o'er  theQlace,  andjhiningheav'nly  bright, 
My  Mother  flood  reveal' d  before  my  Sight. 
Never  fo  radiant  did  her  Eyes  appear ; 
Not  her  own  Star  confefs'd  a  Light  fo  clear. 
Great  in  her  Charms,  as  when  on  Gods  above 
She  looks ,  and  breathes  her  f elf  into  their  Love. 
She  held  my  Hand,  the  deftin'd  Blow  to  break  .* 
Then  from  her  rofy  Lips  began  tofpeak. 
My  Son,  from  whence  this  Madnefs,  this  Negleff 
Of  my  Commands ,  and  thofe  whom  Iproteft  ? 
Why  this  unmanly  Rage  ?  Recal  to  mind 
Whom  you  forfake,  what  ^Pledges  leave  behind* 
Look  if  your  helplefs  Father  yetfurvive ; 
Or  if  Afcanius,  or  Creufa  live. 
Ground  your  Houfe  the  greedy  Graecians  err ; 
And  thefe  had  perijb'd  in  ths  nightly  War, 
But  for  my  tPrefence,  and  protecting  Care. 
Not  Helcn'j  Face,  nor  Paris  was  in  Fault  j 
But  by  the  Gods,  was  this  Definition  brought. 
Now  caft  your  Eyes  around,  while  I  diffblve 
The  Mift  and  Films  that  mortal  Eyes  involve  : 

[GO 
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<Purge  from  your  Sight  theDrofsy  and  make  you  fee 
The  Shape  of  each  avenging  Deity. 
Enlightened  thus  y  my  juft  Commands  fulfil  ^ 
Nor  fear  Obedience  to  your  Mother's  Will. 
Where  yon  diforder'd  heap  of  Ruin  lies. 
Stones  rent  from  Stones^  where  Clouds  ofDuft  arifey 
Amid  that  Smother  Neptune  holds  his  ^Place  : 
Below  the  WalVs  foundation  drives  his  Mace, 
And  heaves  the  Buildings  from  thefolid  Bafe. 
Look  where  in  Arms,  imperial  ]m\Qftands, 
Full  in  the  Scaean  Gatey  with  loud  Commands } 
Urging  on  Shore  the  tardy  Grsecian  Bands. . 
See  Pallas,  ofherfnahy  Buckler  proud, 
Beftrides  the  Tow'r  refulgent  through  the  Cloud* 
See  Jove  new  Courage  to  the  Foefupplies, 
And  Arms  againft  the  Town  the  partial  Deities. 
Hafte  hence,  my  Son ;  this  fruitlefs  Labour  end  :  "\ 
Hafte  where  your  trembling  Spoufe,  and  Sire  J 

attend .:  ^ 

Hafte ; and  a  Mothers  Ca»e  your  QaJ/age  Jhall  j 

befriend.  J 

Shefaid:  And  fwlftly  vanijb'dfrom  my  Sight, 
Qbfcure  in  Clouds  and  gloomy  Shades  of  Night. 
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Ilook'd,  IHften'd;  dreadful  Sounds  I  hear ; 
dire  Forms  of  hojttle  Gods  appear.  * 

CG3] 


*  I  fhall  take  no  Notice  of  the  many  mean  Expref. 
fions  in  Mr.  Dry  den's  Tranflation  of  this  Paflage;  but 
it  is  impofllblc  to  read  the  two  /aft  Lines  I  have  quoted 
from  him,  without  remembering  what  our  Countryman 
the  incomparable  Hudibras  fays  offarfes. 

And  one/or  Senfe,  and  one  for  Rhyme; 
/  thinti  sfufficient  at  a  Time* 

Virgil,  with  a  noble  Majefty,  and  in  the  <Prefent  Tenfe, 
ftiews  the  Effect  of  what  the  Deity  had  faid,  the  very 
Moment  ihe  difappears :  He  fufFers  no  trifling  Circum- 
(lances  to  intervene  and  flrike  his  Readers. 

Dixerat,  &  fpijfis  nocliis  fe  condidit  umbris. 
Apparent  air <e  fades,  inimicac[ue  Troj<e 
Numina  magna  Deum» 


S.he  fpoke,  and  vani/hed:  The  dreadful  Scene  opens ;  The 
Deities,  Enemies  to  Troy,  become  vijible. 

There  is  fomething  in  thefe  Verfes  of  Virgil's,  which 
a  little  refembles  that  PafTage  in  Mofes,  juftly  admired  by 
Longinus  and  others.  And  God  f aid,  Let  there  be  Light  ^ 
and  there  was  Light:  They  likewife  pretty  well  anfwer 
that  Part  of  C<efar  ISavini's  celebrated  Definition  of  the 
Deity,  where  Vanini  fays,  His  WILL  is  his  POWER,  and 
the  exerting  his  POWER,  doth  not  differ  from  his  WlLL. 
After  this  Obfervation,  how  excefllvely  Mean  and  Chil- 
dijh  does  the  following  Verfe  appear,  with  which  Mr. 
Dryden  has  embellifh'd  his  Tranflation,  but  of  which 
there  is  not  one  Word  to  be  found  in  Virgil* 

I  It/lend,  dreadful  Sounds  I  hear  ; 

I  havt 
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thought  fit  to  yield  to  the  Gods  ; 
yet  even  this  is  more  than  T^iomedes  does  in 
Homer.  That  Hero,  in  the  Heat  of  an  En- 
gagement, actually  wounds  two  Deities,  one 
of  whom  was  Mars  himfelf,  the  very  God 
of  War.  I  am  fenfible,  that  in  quoting 

Homer 


I  have  often  thought,  that  the  World  has  been  a 
great  deal  too  kind  to  mod  of  our  T'ranjlators.  The 
Ground  they  work  upon  is  indeed  moft  commonly  fo  very 
rich,  that  'tis  impoffible  they  fhould  entirely  deface  the 
~Beauty  of  it;  but  if  fome  Tranflations,  'to  which  the 
Publick  has  been  extreamly  indulgent,  were  but  brought 
wear,  and  compared  with  their  Originals^  People  would  be 
amazed  to  fee  how  many  real  Beauties  the  T^ranflator 
has  dropped,  and  what  Stuff  of  his  own  he  has  fubftituted 
in  their  Place.  Even  thofe  unhappy  Readers,  who  do 
notunderftand  theOriginals,  might  foonbe  convinced  how 
very  faint  a  Notion  has  been  given  them  from  Tranfla- 
tions, of  the  Stile  and  Excellencies  of  ancient  Writers. 
But  though  my  Jndignation  is  a  little  raifed,  to  fee  the 
Prince  of  Poets  fo  fhamefully  murdered,  I  would  not  be 
thought  to  condemn  Mr.  Dryden,  and  his  Works  in  ge- 
neral: Some  of  his  Compofitions  are  an  Honour  to  our 
Language,  and  our  Country.  In  his  Ode  upon  St.  Ceci- 
lia V  Day,  there  is  perhaps  as  much  of  the  true  Spirit  of 
Poetry,  and  the  Numbers  are  as  artfully  varied,  as  in  any 
Ptece  that  can  be  produced  in  any  Language.  Pirgil  was 
the  moft  improper  Author  of  all  the  ancient  Poets  that 
Mr.  Dry  den  could  have  undertaken  to  tranflate.  Virgil 
throughout  the  whole ' Mneis  has  great  Majefty  in  hisE*- 
preffion;  a  wonderful  Strength,  Decency,  and  Corre&- 
vefsm  his  manner  of  Thinking,  and  is  eitreamly  frugal 
cf  his  Words ;  but  Mr.  Dryderfs  Excellency  does  not  lye 
w  any  of  tbefe  Particulars. 
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Homer  )  I  Ihould  break  the  Promife  I  lately 
made,  if  Virgil  had  not  thought  even  this 
Adion,  ib  far  from  being  improbable  in  an 
Hero,  heated  in  Battle,  that  he  has  made 
^Diomedes  himfelf  mention  it  in  the  Ele* 
venth 


Nunc  etiam  horribili  vifu  portenta  fequuntur, 
Et  focii  amiili  petierunt  aethera  pennis, 
Fluminibufque  vagantur  aves  (heu  dira  meorum 
Supplicia  !)  &  fcopulos  lacrymoiis  vocibus  im 

plent  : 

Hfec  adeo  ex  illo  mihi  jam  fperanda  fuerunt 
Tempore  5  cum  ferro  coeleftia  corpora  demens 
<2vppetii7  &  Veneris  violavi  vulnere  dextram, 


In  the  Sky 


Transformed  to  Birds ,  my  kfl  Companions  fly  ; 

Hoi? ring  about  the  Coafts  they  make  their  Moan^ 

And  cuff  the  Cliffs ,  *  ivithQinions  not  their  own. 

[G4] 


*  And,  cuff  the  Cliffy  with  Pinions  not  their  own. 

I  fhall  but  juft  hint  at  the  mean  ExpreJJion  of  cuffing  the 
Cliffs •;  though  a  little  Critick  would  perhaps  introduce  a 
boxing  Match  between  a  Cliff  and  a  More- Hen,  and  be 
ftrangcly  Witty  upon  this  Occafion.  The 


What  fqttalid  Spetfres,  in  the  dead  of  Night, 
Break  my  (bort  Sleep,  and  skim  before  my.  Sight  / 
I  might  have  promised  to  myf&jfthofe  Harms, 
Mad  as  I  was,  when  I  with  mortal  Arms, 
Qrefumd  againft  immortal  Pow'rs  to  move  , 
And  violate  with  Wounds  the  Queen  of  Love. 


IN  the  Tenth  Mneid,  we  find  Laufus  a 
meer  Youth  engaging  with  jSLneas\  who, 
though  an  Enemy,  could  not  forbear  crying 
out  to  him,  not  to  attempt  what  was  above 
his  Strength. 

-  -  Sic 


Pinions  not  their  own,  in  the  latter  Part  of  this  Verfe, 
may  be  juftified  from  feveral  Inftances  out  of  the  Claf- 
iicks;  and  is  eafily  underftood  at   firft  Sight,  by  thofe 
who  are  converfant  in  them:   But  I  cannot  omit  this 
Occafion  of  faying,  That  I  take  Perfytcuity  to  be  one  of 
the  greatefl  Beauties  in  Writing,     rerfjjicuity  upon  all 
delicate  Subjeds,  is  the  fureft-Sign  of  a  ftront  Judg- 
ment, and  a  clear  Head.     The  chief  End  of  Tranfla- 
tions  ought  to  be  to  let  thofe  Perfons  into  the  Meaning, 
Spirit,  iand  Way  of  Thinking  of  the  Ancients,   who  are 
not  able  to  read  them  in  the  Languages  they  wrote. 
Dryden,  though  he  took  a  boundlefs  Liberty  in  Tranfla- 
ting  Virgil,  yet  in  numberlefs  Inftance?,   has   left  the 
Meaning  of  that  great  Poet  ten  Times  more  obfcured, 
than  it  is  in  the  Original :  But  I  have  done  with  the  un- 
grateful Bufinefs  of  finding  Faults.    I  had  much  rather 
£ommendt\m\cenfure\  more  efpecially  the  Writings  of  a 
Gentleman,  who,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  had  a  large 
Portion  of  the  Spirit  of  Poetry,  and  has  given  undenia- 
ble Proofs,  in  feveral  of  his  Plays  and  'Poems,  that  h« 
ibad  a  fine,  and  an  bappy  Genius. 
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— : Sic  obrutus  undique  telis 


,  nubem  belli,  dum  detonet,  omnem 
Suftinet :  &  Laufum  increpitat,  Laufoque  mi- 

natur  : 
Quo,  moriture,  ruis  ?  majoraque  viribus  audes  ? 

./Eneas  thus  tferw'belm'd  on  every  Side, 
Vhe  Storm  of  Darts ,  undaunted  did  abide  ; 
Jlnd  thus  to  Laufus  loud  with  friendly 

ning  cry'd. 

Why  wilt  tbou  rujh  to  Certain  Death,  and  rage 
In  ralh  Attempts  beyond  thy  tender  dge  ? 

His  Succefi  is  anfwerable  to  the  Rafbnefe 
of  his  Undertaking:  Laufus  is  flain  by&neas$ 
yet  Fi'rj/7infteadof  blaming  the  young  Hero 
for  his  ra/b  Attempt,  cannot  forbear  crying 
out,  before  he  enters  upon  the  Defcription 
of  it, 

Hie  mortis  durae  cafum,  tuaque  optima  fafta, 
Si  qua  fidem  tanto  eft  operi  latura  vetuftas, 
Non  equidem,  riec  te,  juvenis  memorande,  filebo. 

Jndkere,  Heroic  k  Youth,  'tishmlmuft 
To  thy  immortal  Memory  bejujt ; 

MA 
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4nd  fivg  an  Afl  fo  Noble,  and  fo  new, 
Softer  it y  will  ft  arc  e  believe  'tis  true. 

* 
This  Exclamation  of  the  Poet's  is  by  much 

the  more  remarkable  >  as  we  find  him  beftow- 
ing  his  Encomiums,  and  fpeaking  in  his  own 
Perfon  but  very  rarely  throughout  the  whole 
^Eneis.  There  is  but  one  other  Place  where 
he  fpeaks  in  this  Manner,  which  at  prefent 
occurs  to  my  Memory  }  and  even  there  too 
he  celebrates,  an  Action  which  was  raft  with 
a  Witnefs,  It  is  where  Nifus.,  fiugle  and 
alone,  flings  himfelf  into  the  Midft  of  a  whole 
Troop  of  RutitianS)  to  revenge  the  Death  of 
his  Friend  Euryalus.  The  Event  is  anfwer- 
abls  to  the  Rafbnefs  of  the  Attempt.  It  is 
true  that  Nifus  had  the  Satisfaction  to  kill 
the  Man  by  whom  his  Friend  was  murder 'd; 
but  then  he  is  immediately  afterwards  {lain 
himfelf. 

'"' '  £;v  ?  ,  r.  ^  ••?!         J  '- 

At  Nifus  rult  in  medios,  folumque  per  omnes 

Volfcentem  petit,  in  folo  Volfcente  moratur  : 
Quern  circum  glomerati  hoftes  hinc  cominus  at- 

que  hinc 
Proturbant :  bftat  non  fegnius^  ac  rotat  enfem 

Fulmi- 
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Fulmineum :  donee  Rutuli  clamantis  in  ore 
Condidit  adverfo,    &  moriens  animam  abftulit 

hoftL 

Turn  fuper  exanimem  fefe  projecit  amicum 
Confofius,  placidaque  ibi  denium  morte  quievit. 
Fortunati  ambo  !  jl  quid  mea  carmina  poj/unt, 
Nulla  dies  unquam  memori  vos  eximet  <evo  : 
Dum  domus  ./Eneae  Capitoli  immobile  faxum 
Accolet,  imperiumque  pater  Romanus  habebit. 

Defpair,  and  Rage y  and  Vengeance  juftly  vow* dy 
Drove  Nifus  headlong  on  the  hoftik  Crowd  : 
Volfcens  hefeeks  5  on  him  alone  he  bends ; 
Born  lack,  and  bor'd^  by  his  furrounding  Friends, 
Onward  he  pre/s'd  :  And  kept  himftill  in  Sight , 
Then  whirled  aloft  his  Sword,  with  all  his  Might' 
Thy unerring  Steel  defcended  while  he  fpoke ; 
Qierc'd  his  wide  Mouth)   and  thro'  his  Weazen 

broke  : 

Dykig  he  /lew ;  andftagg'ring  on  the  Qlainj 
With  fwimming  Eyes  he  fought  his  Lover  /lain  : 
tfhen  quiet  on  his  bleeding  Bofom  fell ; 
Content  in  Death,  to  be  reveng'd  fo  welL 
O  happy  Friends !  for  if  my  Verfe  can  give 
Immortal  Life,  your  Fame  ftiall  ever  live  : 
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Fix'd  as  the  Capitol's  Foundation  lies  ; 

e'er  the  Roman  Eagle  flies  ! 


I  Jhall  produce  one  more  Inftance  from  the 
moft  wrreEt  of  Poets,  to  juftify  what  I  have 
\vrote. 

WHILE  JEneas  was  abfent  from  his  Army, 
and  endeavouring  to  procure  Affiftance  from 
Evander,  Turnus,  inftigated  by  Juno,  at- 
tacks the  Trojan  Camp.  On  this  Occafion, 
Afcanius  ^  though  but  a  JBoy,  rufli.es  into  the 
Battle,  and  kills  Numanus,  one  of  the  moft 
forward  and  daring  of  all  the  Rutilians*, 


Turn  primum  bello  celerem  intendifle 
Dicitur,  ante  feras  fplitus  terrere  fqgaces, 
Afcanius  :  fortemqqe  manu  fudifle  Numanum, 
Cui  Renmlo  cognomen  erat  ;  Turniqqe  minorem 
Germanam  nuperthalamo  fociatus  habebat. 

ttef?  young  Afcanius,  who  before  this  Day 
Was  wont  in  Woods  to  jboot  the  favage  <Prey, 
Firft  lent  in  Martial  Strife  the  twanging  Bow, 
And  exercis'd  againft  a  human  Foe. 
With  this  bereft  Numanus  of  his  Life, 

'  younger  Sifter  took  to  Wife. 

Afolh, 
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Apollo  obferving  the  Rafbnefs  of  the  Boyy 
and  the  eminent  'Dangers  to  which  he  expo- 
fed  himfelf,  immediately  defcends  from  Hea- 
ven, and  lays  his  abfolute  Commands  upon 
him  to  retire  out  of  the  Battle* 


Forma  turn  vertitur  oris 


Antiquum  in  Buten.  Hie  Dardanio  Anchifas 
Armiger  ante  fuit,  fidufquc  ad  limina  Cuftos  : 
Turn  Comitem  Afcanio  pater  addidit*  Ibat 

Apollo 

Omnia  longaevo  fimilis,  vocemque,  coloremque; 
Et  crines  albos,  &  faeva  fonoribus  arm  a : 
Atque  his  ardentem  di6tis  affatur  liilum  : 
Sit  fatis,  ./Eneide,  telis  impune  Numanurri 
Oppetiifle  tuis :  primam  hanc  tibi  magnus  Apollo 
Goncedit  laudem,  &  paribus  non  invidet  armis. 
Caetera  parce,  puer,  bello.    Sic  orfus  Apollo, 
Mortales  medio  afpedus  fermone  reliquit, 
Et  procul  in  tenuem  ex  oculis  evanuit  auram. 
Agnovere  Deum  proceres  divinaque  tela 
Dardanidae,  pharetramque  fuga  fenfere  fonantem- 
Ergo  avidum  pugnae,  didtis  ac  nuroine  Phcebi^ 
Afcanium  prohibent.  — - — - 

OU 
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Old  Butes'  Form  he  took,  Anchifes' 
Now  left  to  rule  Afcanius,  Itg  his  Sire  : 
His  wrinkled  Vifage,  and  his  hoary  Hairs, 
His  Mein,  his  Habit,  and  his  Arms  he  wears  y 
And  thus  falutes  the  Boy,  too  forward  for 

Tears  : 

Suffice  it  thee,  thy  Father's  Worthy  Son, 
The  warlike  <Prize  thou  haft  already  won  : 
The  God  of  Archers  gives  thy  Touth  a  Wart 
Of  his  own  Qraife  ;  nor  envies  equal  Art. 
Now  tempt  the  War  no  more.    He  f aid,  and  flew 
Qbfcure  in  Air,  and  vanijb9 d  from  their  View. 
The  Trojans,  by  his  Arms,  their  ^Patron  know ; 
And  hear  the  Twanging  of  his  tieav'nly  Bow, 
Then  duteous  Force  they  ufe ;  and  Phoebus'  Name 
To  keep  from  Fights,  the  Touth  too  fond  of  fame. 

IT  is  evident  from  this  Paflage,  that  Virgil 
imagined  he  could  no  Way  Ib  well  ftiew  that 
Afcanius  was  a  Son  worthy  of  his  great  Fa- 
ther, as  by  afcribing  to  him  that  JRa/bveft 
which  feems  to  be  the  very  Charafferiftick  of 
an  Hero.  We  fee  that  even  the  Commands 
©f  Apollo  were  not  fufficient  to  make  him  re- 
C 
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tire,  but  that  the  Trojan  Generals  were  obli- 
ged to  force  him  out  of  the  Field. 

MY  laft  Inftance  fliall  be  from  a  Modern 
Writer  (viz.)  from  the  late  Mr.  Addifon,  all 
of  whofe  Competitions,  after  he  returned 
from  his  Travels,  and  was  paft  thirty,  are5 
perhaps,  as  correct  and  judicious  as  any  Au- 
thor's., except  Virgil's. 

Mr.  ADD i SON,  in  his  Defcription  of  the 
Battle  of  Scfrellenberg,  and  in  the  Height  of 
that  A£Uon5  addrefles  himfelf  to  the  Hero  of 
his  Poem,  the  late  Duke  of  Marlboroughj 
and  nobly  upbraids  him  with  being  too  rafhy 
and  not  taking  a  fufficient  Care  of  that  Life 
on  which  fb  much  depended. 

^-v 

Forbear,  great  Man,  renown* din  Arms,  forbear 
To  brave  the  thickeit  Terrors  of  the  War, 
Nor  hazard  thus^  confus'd  in  Crouds  of  Foesy 
Britannia'^  Safety ',  and  the  World9 s  Repofe ; 
Let  Nation sy  anxious  for  thy  Lifey  abate 
*This  Scorn  of  Danger,  and  Contempt  of  Fate. 

Iw'f  not  for  thy  felf. 

ADDISON'S  Campaign. 

'Tis 


•  ,  '       Jt 
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'Tis  probable,  that  Mr.  Addifon^  when  he 
wrote  thefe  Lines,  had  Lucan  in  his  Eye  ; 
who  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Battle  ofPbar- 
faliay  calls  out  to  Brut  us  y  not  to  rufb  upon  the 
Swords  of  his  Enemies  ;  but  to  prefervt 
his  Life  for  the  good  of  his  Country. 

I  COULD  eafily  fliew  \h^  poetical  Beauties 
in  the  feveral  Paflagea  which  I  have  quoted. 
I  fhall  rather  chufc  to  lhew>  that  they  have 
their  Foundation  vs\  Nature^  and  are  really 
agreeable  to  what  has  been  the  Behaviour  of 
the  greateft  Heroes,  and  greateft  Generals  in 
a  *Day  of  Battle. 


ALEXANDER'S  paffing  the  Granicus, 
trary  to  the  Advice  of  Tarmenio,  with  but 
thirteen  Troops  of  Horfe,  while  the  Enemies 
were  Matters  of  the  other  fide  of  the  River, 
and  fhower'd  down  an  infinite  Number  of 
Darts  upon  him  ;  is  reprefented  by  fbme 
Authors,  not  only  as  a  piece  of  Rafhnefs,  but 
even  Madnefs  :  What  made  it  the  more  Rafo 
was,  his  being  diftinguilhed  by  his  Buckler, 
and  a  large  Plume  of  white  Feathers  on  ^hi 


Helmet.    He  was  accordingly  no  fboner  got 
-i 
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over,  than  he  was  attacked  on  all  Sides  ;  and 
RbefaCes  and  Sfithridates,  two  refblute 
Men,  falling  upon  him  at  once,  he  had  cer- 
tainly been  killed  by  the  latter,  if  that  gal- 
lant Commander  had  not  been  flain  himielf 
by  the  great  Clttus,  who  ran  him  through 
the  Body  with  his  Spear,  as  he  was  aiming  a 
Blow  that  Lmuft  have  been  fatal  to  Alex- 
ander. 

THE  fame  Hero's  encountering  and  killing 
a  monftrous  Lion  one  Day  before  a  Sfartan 
Ambaflador,  was  an  A6tion  of  the  fame  kind : 
When  the  Combat  was  ended  >  the  Ambaflador 
could  not  help  telling  him,  "Dominion^  Sir^has 
been  the  Trize  >  and  you  have  bravely  dif- 
futed  it  with  a  Lions  intimating,  that  as 
the  Lion  is  the  King  of  Beafts,  there  had 
been  a  fort  of  Contention  between  two  Mo* 
narchs  which  fliould  be  the  Majter. 

WHAT  he  did  in  India^  at  the  Siege  of  a 
City  of  the  Mallians^  was  ftill  more  extraor- 
dinary. Alexander^  at  the  Aflault  of  this 
City,  was  the  very  firft  Man  that  mounted 
the  Walls,  and  the  Scaling-Ladder  breaking 
under  him,  left  him  expofed  with  only  two 

o 
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of  his  Guards,   to  all  the  Darts  and    Fury 
of  the  Barbarians.     In  this  Diftrefs,  inftead 
of  avoiding  his  Enemies,  ,he  leap'd   down 
among  them.    The  Brightnefi  and  Clattering 
of  his  Armour,  added  to  his  Activity  and 
Valour^  made  them  at  firft  imagine  him  a 
Deity;  but  as  foon  as  they  difcovered  him 
to  be  a  Man^  the  whole  Garrifbn  fell  upon 
him :  An  Arrow  piercing  his  Curiafs  ftuck 
in  his  Ribs,  and  the  Stroke  was  fo  violent., 
that  it  made  him  fall  on  one  Knee  to  the 
Ground.     The  Barbarian  who  had  woun- 
ded him  now  drew  his  Scimiter  to  difpatch 
him,  but  was  killed  as  fbon  as  he  came  with- 
ia  the  Reach  of  Alexander's  Sword  ;  who  af- 
ter this  received  Ib  many  other  Wounds,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fupport  his  Body  againft 
the  Wall.    He  ftiil  looked  undauntedly  up- 
on his  Enemies ;  but  was  now  reduced  to  the 
laft  Extremity,  when  the  Macedonians  break- 
ing into  the  City,  took  him  up  very  oppor- 
tunely, juft  as  he  was  fainting  away,  and 
not  fenfible  what  they  did  with  him.     This 
prodigious  Courage  of  Alexander's,  infufed 
fuch  a  Spirit  into  his  whole  Army,  as  made 
them    patiently   endure  the  moft   toilfome 
Marches:    They  declared,  that  They  looked 

upon 
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upon  themfehes  not  only  as  invincible,  but 
to  be  little  lefs  than  immortal^  while  they 
followed  fuch  a  Leader. 

IT  would  be  too  tedious  to  enumerate  all 
the  A<ftions  of  Alexander  of  this  Nature  ; 
upon  one  of  which  a  French  Author  makes 
this  fine  Obfervation :  lamfenfible  (lays  he) 
that  this  Action  of  Alexander'.?  will  be  cal- 
A?/ram  and  imprudent ;  but  Heroifm  willdif- 
cover  fuch  Marks  in  it^  as  will  force  her 
to  claim  and  acknowledge  it  for  her  own. 

PYRRHUS,  (who  in  the  Opinion  of  Han- 
rtibal^  no  ill  Judge,  was  the  greateft  Gene- 
ral the  World  had  ever  feen,  next  to  Alex- 
ander',)  as  foon  as  the  Battle  was  begun,ufually 
rufhed  in  among  his  Enemies,  regardlefs  of 
his  own  Safety*  He  afted  thus  when  he  en- 
gaged the  Romans  at  the  River  Siris,  and 
though  the  Richnefs  of  his  Armour  made 
him  eafily  known :  Nor  could  all  the  Dan- 
gers he  fo  narrowly  efcaped,  or  the  Per* 
fwafions  of  his  Friends,  make  him  alter  his 
Conduct  in  any  other  Particular,  than  to  lay 
afide  that  Armour  which  had  made  him  fo 
remarkable* 

[Hs]  I}* 
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IN  the  Battle  with  the  Mamertines,  when 
a  Wound  had  obliged  him  to  retire,  he  no 
fooner  heard  that  one  of  the  Barbarians,  of 
an  uncommon  Size,  advanced  before  the 
Ranks,  and  called  to  him  to  appear  if  he 
was  alive,  than  he  returned  to  the  Battle  all 
over  belhiear'd  with  Blood,  and,  rufhing  up- 
on the  bold  Mamertine^  ended  the  Combat 
with  a  fingle  Blow. 

/A?  ;  \H.teii^o'^  gnbd  aid  03  :t<fcb 
EVERY  Body  knows  that  Cafar  owed 
his  Vi&ory  at  Munda  to  his  own  perfonal 
Courage  and  Example.  What  he  did  at 
¥haroj  in  Egypt,  when  his  Troops  were 
all  embarked,  and  himielf  furrounded  by 
his  Enemies,  would  fcarce  be  credited,  if 
leveral  Hiftorians  had  not  allured  us  of  the 
Fad  j  and  your  Majefty  may  pleafe  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  I  refer  to  this  A&ion  of  Ctffar's 
in  my  Poem. 

*•!  vc  >?  J"j  '?    f*'*\  ' '  "'•  'T7  '"•y"i"r'i  •   '• 

SIKCE  I  find  your  Majefty  has  loft  your 
Memory,  I  will  give  you  a  very  remark- 
able Inftance  of"*the  rafb,  but  heroick  Va- 
lour  of  one  of  your  own  Countrymen,  and  of 
the  $ri£t  Juftice  of  your  Efhori.  When 

the 
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the  great  Epaminondas  affaulted  your  City  of 
Sfarta^mA  had  like  to  have  taken  it,  Ifadas>  a 
moft  comely  and  well-grown  Youth,  had  been 
juft  anointing  himfelf :  Upon  the  Alarm,  with- 
out flaying  to  put  on  his  Cloths,  he  fnatched 
up  a  Spear  in  one  Hand,  and  a  Sword  in  the 
other,  and  breaking  into  the  thickeft  Ranks  of 
his  Enemies,  bore  down  all  before  him. 
What  was  very  extraordinary  is,  that  he  re- 
ceived no  Wound;  which  was  attributed 
either  to  his  being  prote&ed  by  fome  Deity, 
or  to  his  Enemies  believing  him,  from  his  un- 
common Appearance,  to  have  been  fome- 
thing  more  than  Man.  The  Gallantry  of 
this  Adion  was  thought  fo  great,  that  the 
Ephori  decreed  a  Garland  to  Ifadas^  but 
as  foon  as  they  had  pafled  this  Decree, 
they  fet  a  Fine  upon  him  of  a  Thou- 
fand  Drachmas  *  for  his  *Prefumption  and 
Rajbnefe,  in  going  unarmed  into  the  Battle. 
I  hope  I  need  not  tell  your  Majefty,  that 
there  was  not  a  young  Fellow  in  Sparta,  who 
would  not  gladly  have  paid  double  the  Fine, 
to  have  had  the  Credit  of  the  A&ion. 

[Hj]  LET 

*  About  Thirty  Pounds  Enilijb  Monay. 
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LET  us  come  a  little  nearer  Home,  and  to 

our  own  Times. 

t^&%  ,  M  }*»*•*• 

EDWARD  the  third,  King  of  England  j 
when  the  Governor  of  Calais  had  fold  that 
Place  to  the  French  (and  was  going  to  have 
delivered  it  up  by  Night  to  the  Lord 
Charny)  fought  under  the  Walls  of  the 
Town  miLfrmate  Soldier's  Coat,  and  in  Sir 
Walter  Mannings  Regiment.  In  this  Dif- 
guife  he  engaged  with  the  valiant  Lord 
Euflace  of  Rylemont,  who  beat  him  down 
twice  upon  his  Knees.  The  King,  how- 
ever at  laft  got  the  better  of  his  Antagonift, 
and  took  him  Prifbner.  His  Troops  were 
alfo  victorious.  Edward  foon  Ihewed  that 
his  Generojity  was  equal  to  his  Courage^  and 
how  much  he  efteemed  a  brave  Enemy  :  He 
ordered  a  fplendid  Entertainment  to  be  pro- 
vided for  his  Prifbners  ;  and  coming  in  a- 
mongft  them  very  unexpectedly  and  to  their 
great  Surprize,  told  the  Lord  Charny,  That  he 
was  not  much  obliged  to  him  for  endeavour- 
ing to  fteal  a  Town  from  him  by  Night  y 
which  he  had  fairly  won  by  T)ay.  He  then 
addrefled  himfelf  to  the  Lord  Euftace,  and> 

after 
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after  having  faid  a  great  many  obliging  Things 
to  him,  took  a  Chaplet  of  Pearls  of  great 
Value  from  his  own  Head,  and  placing  it 
upon  his  Prifoner's,  generoufly  difmifled  him 
without  a  Ranfbm. 

HENRY  the  Fifth,  another  Englifh  King, 
(who  your  Majefty  muft  know  conquer'd 
France  j  and  had  his  Title  to  that  Kingdom 
folemnly  acknowledged  by  the  ^Parliament 
of  Faris,)  is  faid,  in  Hiftory,  to  have  fought 
like  a  private  Soldier  y  through  an  Exctfs 
of  Courage,  at  the  Battle  of  Agmcourt^  in 
which  he  killed  feveral  of  the  French  with 
his  own  Hand,  and  was  more  than  once  in 
the  utmoft  Danger  of  being  flain  himlelf. 

CHRLES  the  Seventh,  who  reigned  mFrance, 
(having  recovered  that  Kingdom  after  our 
Henry's  Death)  was  the  firft  Man  who  en- 
tered the  Breach,  when  the  Town  of  *Pon- 
thoife  was  taken  by  Storm,  Chuftng  much 
rather  (as  the  French  Hiftorians  obferve)  to 
be  thought  RASH  than  TIMEROUS. 

RICHARD  the  Third,  when  at  the  Battle 

of  Bojworth,  inftead  of  flying,  as  he  might 

have  done,  he  rulhed  into  the  Midft  of  his 

[H  4]  vi&orious 
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vi&orious  Enemies,  is  faid,  To  have  gained 
more  Honour  in  one  Hour  before  his  'Death > 
than  he  had  done  in  all  his  Life,  till  that 
Time: 


THE  late  King  of  Sweden,  in  our  Days, 
was  the  firft  Man  who  entered  the  Muftovite 
Trenches  at  the  Battle  of  Narva,  and  beha*- 
ved  in  fiich  a  Manner  on  feveral  other  Occa- 
fions,  that  not  only  his  own  Men,  but  even 
his  Enemies  were  for  fome  Time  firmly  per- 
fuaded  that  he  was  invulnerable. 


LASTLY,  I  am  fiirpriz'd  to  hear  your  Ma- 
jefty,  of  all  the  Heroes  that  ever  breathed,  fb 
very  fevere  upon  rafb  Vakur :  If  ever  Man 
afted  rafbly,  and  even  rivaled  the  Heroes  in 
Romance,  yourMajefty  moft  certainly  didfb 
in  that  Exploit  at  Alexandria,*  which  coft 

you 


*  Cleomenes,  after  he  was  defeated  by  Antigonus,  fled 
into  Egypt,  where  he  was  kindly  received  by  9Ptolemyy 
who  promifed  to  affift  him  with  Men  and  Money,  that 
he  might  recover  his  Kingdom :  But  Ptolemy  dying  foon 
after,  was  fucceeded  by  his  Son,  a  weak  effeminate  Prince, 
who  minded  nothing  but  his  Women  and  Pleafures,  and 
was  entirely  governed  by  a  werthlefs  Fellow,  one  Oina*t- 
ikes.  Cleomenes  faw  that  he  could  now  expecl:  no 
Good  from  the  Egyptian  Court ;  and  fancying  that  he 

might 
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you  your  Life :  For  a  Man  to  imagine,  that 
at  the  Head  of  only  twelve  of  his  Friends,  in 
a  ftrange  Country,  he  could  rouze  up  a  Peo- 
ple in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty ',  who  had  long 
been  Slaves,  and  matter  the  capital  City  of 

Egypt, 


might  make  fome  Advantage  of  the  Confufions  in  which 
Greece  was  then  involved,  defired  Leave  to  go  thither 
frith  his  own  Friends.  Ptolemy  was  fo  far  from  grant- 
ing his  Requeft,  that  by  the  Advice  of  his  worthlefs 
Minifter,  he  put  him  under  a  fort  of  Confinement. 
Cleomenes  fo  highly  rcfented  this  ungenerous  Ufage, 
that  he  enter'd  into  the  moft  defperate  Meafures  to  be 
reveng'd  upon  Ptolemy.  He  took  a  Refolution  to  try 
if,  with  the  Affiftance  of  only  twelve  Friends,  he  could 
not  perfuade  the  Egyptians  to  depofe  their  Tyrant,  and 
recover  their  Freedom.  To  this  End,  ht  iflued  into  the 
City  of  Alexandria,  at  the  Head  of  his  fmall  Party, 
crying  out,  Liberty,  Liberty.  He  killed  the  Governor 
of  the  City,  with  fome  other  of  'Ptolemy's  Officers; 
but  foon  found  that  the  Word  Liberty  had  not  the 
fame  Charms  in  the  Ears  of  a  People  accuftomed  to 
Slavery  ',  that  it  had  in  Greece.  The  mean-fpirited 


tians  durft  neither  join,  nor  oppofe  him;  which  when 
Cleomenes  faw,  he  declared,  That  «  Nation  deferred  to 
be  Slaves,  -who  would  not  embraces-liberty  when  it  was 
offered  to  them  ;  and  defpairing  of  Succefs  among  fuch 
a  People,  he  and  his  twelve  Friends  all  fell  upon  their 
own  Swords.  When  Ptolemy,  who  was  not  in  Alex- 
andria, heard  of  this  Adventure,  with  the  mean  Cruelty 
which  is  natural  to  a  Tyrant,  he  order'd  the  Children 
and  Mother  of  Cleomenes,  with  fuch  Spartan  Ladies 
as  were  with  her,  to  be  put  to  Death  :  But  the  Egyp- 
tians foon  after  reflecting  upon  the  prodigious  Courage 
Cleomenes  had  ftiewn,  (and  ftruck  with  an  odd  Acci- 
dent,) ran  in  Proceffions  to  the  Place  where  his  Body 
was  expofed,  calling  him  an  Hero,  and  Son  of  the  Gods. 
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;  was  fuch  an  Inftance  of  Rafbnefs^  (I 
had  almoft  faid  of  MadnefsJ)  as  I  believe 
can  fcarce  be  paralleled  in  all  Hiftory  ;  and 
yet  this  very  Exploit  made  your  Enemies, 
the  Egyptians  ^  adore  you  as  an  Hero  after 
your  Death,  and  gave  Occafion  to  our  Coun- 
tryman 'Dryden  to  clofe  your  Tragedy  on 
the  Engiifb  Stage  with  the  following  Lines, 
which  he  puts  in  the  Mouth  of  Sojybius^  firft 
Minifter  to  young  'Ptolemy  ,  King  of  Egyft\ 


Take  up  that  Hero's  Body,  leaf  it 

Like  the  Qroceffion  of  a  Deity  ; 

Let  his  arm'd  Figure  on  his  *Tomb  be  fet, 

JLnd  we,  like  Slaves,  lie  grov'ling  at  his  Feet  ; 

Wbofe  Glories,  growing  till  his  latefl  Breath, 

Excelled  all  other  's,  and  his  own^  in  Death. 

I  hope  I  have  by  this  Time  a  little  recon- 
ciPd  your  Majefty  to  Raft>  Valour  ;  and  that 
you  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  that  almoft  every 
Inftance  of  it,  which  I  have  given,  is  in  the 
Perfon  of  a  Commander  in  chief;  whereas^ 
when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  hazarded 
his  facred  Life  too  much,  he  only  ferv'd 
as  a  Volunteer  ;  which  certainly  render'd  his 

Beha- 
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Behaviour  the  more  excufable ;  and  I  have 
taken  care  to  acquaint  thofe  who  read  my  Poem 
with  this  Circumftance.  Your  Majefty  muft 
likewife  know,  that  there  is  hardly  any  Qua- 
lity which  more  endears  a  Prince  to  the  Peo- 
ple of  England^  than  perfonal  Courage ;  and 
I  have  often  thought  that  my  Countrymen 
are  not  much  in  the  Wrong.  It  is  certain 
this  Virtue  is  generally  accompanied  with 
great  Generojity  and  good  Nature :  We  fel- 
dom  hear  that  a  Man  of  real  Courage,  is  guil- 
ty either  of  a  mean  or  a  cruel  AEtion.  Mr. 
^Dryden  in  one  of  his  Difcourfes  before  his 
Tranflation  of  Virgil.,  obferves  very  prettily, 
that  Such  Men  as  are  not  rather  too  full  of 
Spirit  'when  they  are  young>  degenerate  to 
*Dullnefs  in  their  Age  >  that  Sobriety  in  our 
riper  Tears^  is  the  EffeEl  of  a  well-concoEted 
Warmth;  but  that  where  the  ^Principles  are 
only  Thlegm^  nothing  can  be  expired  but 
an  infipid  Manhood.  He  adds,  RASHNESS  is 
a  No  B  L  E  FAULT  :  But  Time  and  Experience 
'will  correct  that  Error  ^  and  tame  it  into  a 
deliberate  and  well-weigh' d  Courage,  which 
knows  both  to  be  cautious^  and  to  dare^  as 
Occafan  offers.  After  all  I  have  faid,  I  will 
allow  your  Majefty  that  rafh  Valour  is  a 
J  Faulty 
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Fault',  but  then  I  muft  add,  that  it  is  fuch  a 
Fault  as  few  but  Heroes  are  guilty  of,   and 
which  no  one  Hero  was  ever  yet  without. 
I  will  farther  own  to  your  Majefty,  that  when 
my  Thoughts  were  employed  upon  the  Battle 
at  Oudenard^  I  could  not  without  Concern 
fee  the  King  of  Great   Britain  hazarding 
that  Life  too  freely,  which  I  hope  Providence 
preferv'd,  that  it  might  prove  a  Blefling,  aot 
only  to  this  Ifland,  but  to  all  Eurofe  ;   and 
therefore  with  the  Freedom  of   an  English 
Man,  I  took  the  Liberty  to  caution  my  Prince 
againft  this  fame  rafh  Valour;  as  your  Ma- 
jefty may  fee  I  have  done  in  thofe  Lines 
which  immediately  follow  thofe  I  laft  quoted 
put  of  my  Poem. 

~"€<k£ts  -    •  ••   .>:^ 

fet  pardon,  Mighty  Chief,  the  faithful  Mufe, 
If  whatjbe  muft  admire,  jbe  can't  excufc. 
A  Day  mil  come,  if  I  aright  forefee. 
When  Europe'*  Eyes  Jhall  all  be  fixd  on  thee  ; 
When  one  deciftve  Triumph  o'er  thy  Foesy 
Shall  give  her  freedom,  and  the  World  Rtpofe. 
But  on  that  glorious,  that  important  Day, 
When  all  the  War  Jball  ftand  in  full  Array  ; 
When  on  each  Side  thefprightly  Trumpets  found* 
the  hud  Cannons  fcatter  Death  around, 
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fbe  rapid  Ardour  of  thy  Breaft 
Nor  like  a  Whirlwind  plunge  amidft  thy  Foes  5 
*Tben  think  on  Oudenard*5  unequal  Qlain, 
Nor  thus  expofe  thy  facred  Life  again  ; 
Stiff  end  tby  dreadful  Sword,  tho9  lifted  high, 
And  on  thy  Prefence,  and  thy  Voice  rely. 

HAVING  endeavour'd  to  fliew,  that,  though 
your  Majefty  was  once  a  great  King,  you 
are  at  prefent  dwindled  into  a  very  fitifiil 
Critick  ;  I  proceed  to  the  next  Paragraph  in 
your  Letter,  which  runs  thus  : 

"  But  I  have  dwelt  too  long  on  the  ftupid 
<c  Piece  ;  'tis  time  to  fum  this  Matter  up 
"  concifely.     What  would  this  Man,  and 
"  his  vain  Adherents  be  at?  What  more 
"  mean  Artifice  than  the  meaneft  they  have 
"  yet  frattifed)  are  they  now  coming  into  ? 
u  At  the  Beginning  of  the  late  Sejfions  of 
Jc  'Parliament)  it  was  a  Defign  to  dcftroy 
<c  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefi  ;  at  the  End  of 
"  it,  an  Aft  of  Indempnity:  Theft  infamous 
"  Forgeries  continued  their  'Day  ;  but  being 
"  now  no  morey  Euftace  Budgell  Efq;  is 
"  f  itched  upon  to  fuffly  their  Roomy  and 
"  furnijb    our  frefb    Calumny  /    and   did 

K  his 
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«  his  Ability  but  equal  the  Inclination  he 
«  has  difcoverd  of  difcharging  his  Truft  to 
"  the  Satisfaction  of  his  Employers,  they 
"  would  by  this  Choice  have  given  us  the 
"  beft  Teftimony  they  ever  produced  of  a 
«  good  Judgment.1* 

YOUR  Majefty,  in  the  Paragraph  before 
this,  having  made  \\\&\.  judicious  Criticifm 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  anfwef,  proceeds 
in  this  Paragraph,  with  the  Authority  of  an 
abfolute  Monarch,  to  pronounce  my  whole 
Poem  a  Jtufid  Piece.  I  have  already  ac- 
quainted your  Majefty,  that  if  ever  i  had 
any  Genius  for  Poetry,  I  have  long  fince  en- 
deavoured tojlifle^  and  not  to  improve  it.  I  am 
very  fenfible,  that  there  are  many  of  my 
Fellow-Subjeds  who  can  write  better  Verles 
than  my  felf  j  yet,  fince  your  Majefty  is 
pleafed  to  be  Ib  very  fevere  on  this  fame 
Jtupid  Tiece  of  mine,  (which,  by-the-by,  is 
calling  the  Judgment  of  fbme  other  People 
in  queftion,)  I  cannot  help  making  your  Ma* 
jefty  the  following  fair  Tropofal.  The 
Poem  I  wrote,  was  upon  the  King  of  Great 
Britain*  Journey  to  Cambridge  and  New- 
Market  :  I  endeavoured  in  that  Poem,  to 

give 
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give  the  Publick  fome  Idea,  of  the  many 
great  and  royal  Virtues  of  my  Lawful  Sove- 
reign; I  dedicated  it  to  my  Queen,  who  is  re- 
markable for  her  Conjugal  Virtues,  her  good 
Tafte,  and  her  Love  of  Poetry,  and  whom  I 
have  endeavoured  to  reprefent  as  a  Perfon 
worthy  in  every  Refpeft  tojhare  the  Throne 
with  her  Royal  Confbrt.      Now,  if  your 
Majefty,    and   all  your  illuflrious  Family, 
will  but  vouchfafe  to  lay  your  wife  Heads 
together,  and  pay  an  handfbmer  Compliment 
than  I  have  done,  on  the  fame  Occafion,  to 
the  King  and  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  I  do 
hereby  promife  your  Majefty,    that  I  will 
never  more  trouble  the  Publick  with  a  fingle 
Line  of  my  Stupidity ',   either   in  Trofe  or 
Verfe*     I  hope,   that  fince  your  Majefty  is 
become  an  Author ',  you  cannot  think  it  be- 
neath you  to  fet  about  the  Task  I  have  pro- 
pofed ;  but  that  you  will  vouchfafe  to  fay 
fomething  in  Praife  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  after  having  already  condefcended 
to  write  a  Panegyrick  upon  one  of  his  Sub- 
jeffs.    I  muft  take  the  Liberty  to  tell  your 
Majefty,    that    though  you   fat    upon  the 
Throne  of  Sparta,  neither  the  Theme,  nor 
the  Employment  would  be  below  you.  When 

your 
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your  Majefty  was  in  the  Height  of  your 
Power,  you  never  was  able  to  aceomplilh 
your  favourite  Projed  of  being  declared 
the  Captain-General  of  Greece  y  your  Ma- 
jefty was  never  compleatly  Matter  of  all 
Teloponnefus:  Aratus  was  a  continual  Thorn 
in  your  Sides :  You  were  repulfed  from  Co- 
rinthy  and  Iqft  the  Cities  of  Argos  and  Me- 
galopofa)  almoft  as  foon  as  you  had  taken 
them.  At  laft,  the  Macedonians  gave  you 
the  Coup  de  Grace,  put  an  end  tp  your  ex- 
travagant Ambition,  and  fent  you  packing 
into  Egypt.  The  King  of  Great  Britain's 
Civil- Lift,  for  the  Maintainance  of  his  Fa- 
mily, is  I  believe  more  than  twenty  Times 
as  much  as  ever  Sparta  paid  to  her  Prince : 
The  Splendour  of  his  Court  is  in  Proportion ; 
and  would  appear  incredible  to  thofe  who 
never  faw  any  Thing  better  than  the  black 
Broth,  coarfe  Cakes,  and  ihort  Cloaks  of  the 
Lacedamonians.  My  Legal  Sovereign  main- 
tains  a  more  numerous  Army  in  Time  of 
Peace,  than  your  Majefty  ever  appeared  at 
the  Head  of;  and  has  at  the  fame  Time,  a 
Fleet  that  makes  him  dreaded  by  the  molt 
diftant  Nations.  He  has  Territories  larger 
than  all  Greece  in  a  certain  Part  of  the 
J  World, 
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World,  which  your  Seven  Wife  Men  never 
heard  of.  Believe  me  therefore,  Royal  Sir> 
it  will  be  no  manner  of  Difgrace  to  you,  to 
exert  your  happy  Talent  at  Panegyrick  on  this 
great  Prince.  I  ihall  wait  for  your  Produc- 
tion with  the  utmoft  Impatience,  and  endea- 
vour to  correct  the  Errors  in  my  own  ftupid 
Piece,  by  the  more  mafterly  Beauties  of 
your  Majefty 's  Compofition. 

YOUR  Majefty  becomes  confcious,  at  laft, 
that  you  have  dwelt  too  long  on  this  ftupid 
*Piece  \  and  adds,  'tis  time  to  fum  this  Mat* 
ter  up  concifely.  I  fancy  your  Majefty  has 
juft  now  recolk&ed  that  you  are  a  Spartan^ 
and  are  refblved  for  the  future  to  write  in 
Character.  I  believe,  indeed,  that  your  Ma- 
jefty's Letter,  of  which  I  have  the  Honour  to 
be  theSubjed,  is  by  much  the  longzftLaconick 
Epiftle  of  any  Extant ;  and  will  doubtlefs  be 
valued  accordingly  by  Pofterity.  We  are 
told,  that  when  your  Countryman  Lyfan- 
dcr  had  taken  Athens,  a  City  which  had  fb 
often  ftruggled  with  Sparta  her  felf  for  the 
Dominion  of  Greece ',  he  wrote  nothing  more 
to  your  Ephori  than  this,  Athens  is  taken ; 
and  that  he  received  the  following  Anfwer 
[  I  ]  from 
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from  thofe  Maglftrates  in  the  fame  Laconkk 
Stile,  Ton  fay  Athens  is  taken  :  We  are  fa- 
tisfied.     But  this  was  in  thofe  Times,  when 
your   Succeffes  Were  fo   frequent,   that  the 
Meffenger,  who  brought  you  Word  of  your 
great  Vidory    at   Mantinea^  (fo  fully   de* 
fcribed  by  Thucydides^)  had  no  other  Re- 
ward for  his  Pains  than  a  good  Piece  of  Pow- 
dered   Beef,   which  was  fent   home  to  his 
Lodgings. 

s  ^m,.  '\  ;-,  ^;J&3nfcr..  torn  ;  /as  3  i..  blcyb  • 

YOUR  Majefty  at  prefent,  I  find  is  not  fo 
very  fparing  of  your  Words  as  your  Coun- 
trymen were  formerly,  but  can  argue  a  Cafe 
as  learnedly,  and  as  fully  as  any  of  the  Mo- 
derns.    Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  in  that  Pa* 
fagraph  of  your  Letter,  which  I  am  now 
anfwering,  to  take  Notice  of  fome  of  thofe 
Reports  which  you  are  pleafed  to  call  in- 
famous Forgeries,  and  which  have  been  in- 
vented to  blacken  the  Reputation  of  your 
Hero.  At  the  Beginnmgof  the  late  SeJJlons  of 
'Parliament^  (fays  your  Majefty)  it  was*—* 
a  Tlefign    to   deflroy    the   Liberty   of  the 
Trefs  :  At  the  End  of  it  —  an  AEl  of  In- 
demfnity. 

;-  i 
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I  SHALL  in  the  firft  Place  confider  the  firft 
of  thefe  Reports. 

IT  is  very  certain  that  it  has  been  report- 
ed, a  Defign  was  on  foot  to  take  away  the 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and  even  that  fome  par- 
ticular Perfons  had  been  tampered  with  to 
this  End  :  But  I  do  intirely  agree  with  your 
Majefty,  that  it  is  impoffible  this  Report 
could  be  any  Thing  more  than  an  infamous 
Forgery.  The  Liberty  of  thecPrefs  is,  inniy 
humble  Opinion,  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
preferve  the  Liberty  of  Great  Britain:  And 
I  will  lay  before  your  Majefty  Ibme  Rea- 
fons,  why  I  cannot  believe  that  any  Englifh- 
man,  and  more  eipecially  your  Majefty  9sHeroy 
could  poflibly  be  fo  wicked,  as  to  attempt  to 
take  away  this  great  and  moft  ejfential  Part 
of  the  British  Liberties. 

I  BEG  leave  to  be  pretty  particular  on  this 
Important  Subjeff. 

I  WILL  confider  what  the  Liberty  of  the 

*Prefe  really   is  ;    in  what  Manner    it  has 

been  enjoyed,  and  made  ufe  of  by  every  fr& 

[  I  2  ]  People, 


n  6       ^LETTER  •* 


and  particularly  by  the  Greeks  and 
Romans  i  what  vaft  Advantages  accrue  from 
it  ;  how  little  the  Innocent  need  to  appre- 
hend it-,  and,  laftly,  I  will  give  my  particular 
Reafons,  why  I  cannot  believe  that  your 
Majefty's  Hero  has  any  Defign  to  deprive 
Great  Britain  of  this  invaluable  Branch  of 
her  Liberty* 


I  TAKE  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs,  to  be  A 

•Liberty  for  every  Man  to  communicate  his 

Sentiments  freely  to  the  Vublick^  upon  politi- 

cal or  religious  *P  dints  :  I  am  humbly  of  Opi- 

nion, that  the  Liberty  of  the  Prefs  is  either 

This,  or  Nothing.     I  never  yet  heard,  but 

that  in  thofe  Countries  \irhere  Men  are  the 

greateft  Slaves^  they  might  write  as  much, 

and  in  what  Manner  they  pleafed,  upon  any 

Subjeds  but  Religion  and  'Politicks.     I  dare 

fay,  a  Man  might  publifti  his  Thoughts  with 

the  utmoft    Freedom.,    either  in   Tnrky    or 

'Denmark,  upon  the  Nature  of  Butterflies, 

or  the  Virtues  of  the  Loadon&s®^ 


, 

TIMOLEON  is,  beyond  Difpute,  one  of  the 

molt  illuftrious  Examples,  among  all  the  An- 

•cients,  of  a  true  'Patriot  ,  and  a  Lover  of  Z,/- 

berty  : 
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berty :  When  his  Brother  Timofhanes^  whofe 
Life  he  had  generoufly  preferved,  by  Hand- 
ing over  his  Body  when  he  fell  in  a  Battle, 
and  fuftaining  alone  for  fome  Time  the 
united  Force  pf  a  Multitude  of  his  Enemies; 
I  fay,  when  this  very  Timophanes^  his  be- 
loved Brother,  had  deftroyed  the  Conftitution 
of  Corinth^  and  made  himfelf  the  Tyrant  of 
his  Country,  Timoleon  was  the  Chief  'of  the 
Confpirators  who  flew  him,  though  even 
while  the  Action  was  doing,  Nature  and  his 
fraternal  Love,  forced  a  Shower  of  Tears  from 
his  manly  Eyes.  The  fame  Timoleon _,  after 
having  freed  his  own  Country,  with  an  incredi- 
ble Felicity  expelled  thofe  three  powerful 
Tyrants  Tlionyfius,  Hippo,  and  Mamercus^  and 
drove  every  other  Tyrant  out  of  Sicily.  One 
would  imagine  that  after  thefe  A&ions,  Ti- 
moleon muft  have  been  dear  to  the  Sicilians  ; 
and  in  Effed  he  really  was  fo.  We  are  told, 
however,  that  one  ^Demanetus^  of  Syracufe, 
out  of  nicer  Envy  to  that  prodigious  Repu- 
tation Timoleon  had  fo  juftly  .acquired,  took 
all  Opportunities  to  difparage  his  Conduft, 
and  even  to  talk  publickly  againft  him  in  the 
bittereft  Terms.  When  Timoleon  was  in- 
formed  of  this  Man's  Behaviour,  inftead  of 
[I  3]  taking 
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taking  Revenge,  as  he  might  eafily  have  done, 
he  declared  in  a  Tranfport  of  Joy,  That  The 
Gods  had  at  laft  granted  him  the  greateft 
Favour  they  could  have  conferred  upon  him^ 
Jince  it  had  been  the  conftant  Subject  of  his 
Trayers,  That  the  Syracufians  might  enjoy 
fo  perfect  a  State  of  Liberty,  that  every 
Man  among  them  might  ffeak  freely,  and 
'with  Impunity,  whatever  he  thought  of  an- 
other. Nunc  demum  fe  voti  effe  damnatum  > 
namqne  hoc  a  diis  immortalibus  femfer  fre- 
catum.>  ut  talem  libertatem  reftituerenf  Sy- 
racufanis^  in  qua  cuivts  liceret,  de  quo  vet- 
let  imjtune  dicere.  Thefe  were  Timoleotf* 
Sentiments  of  Liberty  ;  who  was  as  great? 
and  as  fuccefsfui  an  Aflertor  of  it,  as  ever 
yet  appeared  in  the  World  ;  and  whofe  No^ 
tions  of  it;  I  believe,  no  Man  of  Senfe  will 
have  the  Affurarice  to  difpute. 


IN  plain  Terms,  I  do  not  fee  how  any 
other  Reflraint  can  be  put  upon  the  Trefs^ 
in  a  Nation  that  pretends  to  Liberty^  but 
what  is  juft  fufficient  to  prevent  Men  from 
writing  either  Blajfhemy^  or  Treafon.  I  mean 
by  Treafon,  any  Thing  that  tends  direffly 
to  call  our  Legal  Sovereign's  Right  in  que- 

ftion 
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ftion,  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  y  or  to 
incite  his  Subjeds  to  an  of  en  Rebellion,  or 
fecret  Conffiracy  againft  his  moft  facred 
^Per/on.  As  to  the  cenfuring  the  Condud 
of  any  particular  Man,  (except  his  Majefty,) 
who  fancies  himfelf  qualified  for,  and  will 
take  upon  him  the  Adminiftration  of  pub- 
lick  Affairs,  this  was  thought  fo  very  rea- 
fonable,  and  even  necejfary  among  the  Greeks 
and  Romans,  that  they  preferved  this  Branch 
of  Liberty,  even  in  thofe  Times,  when  they 
had  loft  every  other  Part  of  it ;  and  I  fliall 
endeavour  to  make  it  appear,  that  their  No- 
tion of  Liberty,  was  the  fame  with  Timo- 
leon's. 

A  BAD  Minifter  in  the  Athenian  Com- 
monwealth, was  fure  to  be  mawled  by  the 
Wits  and  Poets,  and  to  have  the  Mortifi- 
cation of  feeing  his  Name  made  ufe  of  with- 
out the  leaft  Ceremony,  and  his  Vices  and 
Blunders  expofed  upon  the  Publick  Stage : 
Nay,  though  a  Man  had  done  his  Country 
the  moft  important  Service,  his  Vices,  or  ill 
jiff  ions  were  not  fpared. 

[I  4]  THESIS- 
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THEMisTOCLES.had  defeated  the  Fleet  of 
Xerxes  at   the  Battle  of  Salamis,  and  by 
his  Conduct  and  Courage  drove  that  Prince 
out  of  Greece ;   yet,  when  after  thefe  Suc- 
cefles  he  became  Cruel,  Infolent,  and  Rapa- 
cious,    the  Poet   Timocreon  (to  whom    he 
had  been  particularly  ungrateful)  fell  upon 
him  in  thofe  Lines  which  are  ftill  extant, 
and  which  are  to  this  Effeft ;     It  is  impojfi- 
ble^jhat  th$  dark  Attions  of  the  bafe  The- 
miftocles3    c an  be  agreeable  to  the  'Divine 
Latona  :    He  has  violated  the  facred  Rites 
of  Hofpitality.,  and  for  the  fake  of  a  fordid 
Gain,  been  guilty  of  the  mojl  fcandalous  In- 
gratitude towards  his  old  Friend  and  Hoft 
Timocreon.     For  three  Talents  he    recals 
fome  Men  from  Banifoment^  murders  other s^ 
and  is  become  -profligate  enough  ta  laugh  at 
his  own  Villanies.     With  the  Wealth  which 
he  has  amajfed  together  by  thefe  {bameful 
Methods,  he  wallows  in  Luxury -,  and  keeps 
an  open  Houfe  in  the  Ifthmus;  but  is  fo  hated 
and  detefted^  that  the  very  Teofle  who  eat 
at  his  Table  j  be  fetch  the  Gods  that  he  may 
not  live  another  Tear. 


.°r-{ 
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IT  had  been  happy  for  Themtftocles,  if 
thefe  Lines  of  the  Poet's  had  made  him 
mend  his  Manners ;  but  'Pride  and  Tower 
had  fo  intirely  turned  his  Brains,  that  the 
Athenians^  who  had  loved  and  rewarded 
him  for  his  Conduct  and  Valour,  were  ob- 
liged to  banilh  him  for  his  Infolence  and 
Avarice.  * 

THE  Athenian  Writers  took  the  fame 
Liberty  with  Tericles,  even  after  he  had 
fubverted  the  Conftitution  of  his  Country, 
and  poflefled  himfelf  of  the  Supreme  Power- 
neither  durft  that  Tyrant  offer  to  deftroy 
this  Branch  of  Liberty,  though  he  had 
trampled  upon  every  other  Part  of  it. 
There  is  fomething  fo  very  fingular  in  the 
Character  of  this  Man,  by  whofe  ///  Con- 
duff  the  moft  celebrated  Republick  in 
Greece  was  ruined,  that  I  cannot  forbear 

giving 


*  His  Rapaciottfnefs  is  evident  from  hence:  He  was 
worth  but  Three  'Talents  when  he  came  into  Publick 
Bufmefs;  yet  when  he  fled  into  Perfiay  though  he 
carried  moft  of  his  Wealth  with  him,  the  Athenians 
made  a  fhift  to  lay  their  Hands  upon  One  Hundred 
^  which  they  put  into  the  Publick  Treafury. 
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giving  my  Readers  a  particular  Account  of 
him;  being  of  Opinion,  that  no  Parts  of 
Hiftory  are  fo  curious  and  injlruftive^  as 
thofe  which  fhew,  by  what  Means  and  Er^ 
rors  the  beft  Conftitutions  have  been  fub- 
verted  and  deftroyed.  After  having  given 
fome  Account  of  Peric/ef  himfelf,  I  ftiall 
fhaw  in  what  Manner  he  was  treated,,  even 
in  the  Height  of  his  Power,  by  the  Athe- 
nian Writers,  who  fcorned  to  let  their  Pens 
be  cnflaved,  and  preferred  the  Good  of  their 
Country  to  every  other  Confideration. 

^VAvt^Sl!  yd  ,^- 
TE  R I CL  E  S,  in  his  very  Nature  was 

envious,  proud,  cruel,  avaritious,  and  impu- 
dent ;  his  Eloquence,  to  which  he  chiefly 
trufted,  was  improved,  if  npt  learnt,  under  3 
Woman  ^  'viz,,  the  famous  Afpafia  y  and  was, 
indeed,  truly  Feminine :  It  confifted  chiefly 
in  what  the  French  call  a  Flux  de  Bouche^  or 
a  prodigious  Volubility  and  Flow  of  Words  j 
which  being  delivered  in  a  fpecious  and  plau- 
fible  Manner,  his  Speeches  feldom  failed  of 
making  an  Impreflion  upon  his  Audience  j  but 
were  fo  far  from  having  any  real  Strength  or 
Solidity,  that  they  would  not  bear  reading. 
We  are  therefore  not  to  wonder  that 

fo 
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fb  good  a  Judge  as  Ghtintilian  fhould  de- 
clare, after  having  perufed  them,  that  they 
by  no  Means  anfwered  the  Idea  he  had  form- 
ed to  himfelf  of  'Pericles,  who  was  fo  much, 
talked  of  for  an  Orator :  But  whatever  his 
Speeches  might  want  of  real  Strength  or  Ar- 
gument^ was  abundantly  fupplied  by  a  never-, 
failing  and  confummate  Affurance. 

THERE  cannot  be  a  better  Defcription  of 
his  Way  of  managing  a  Debate,  than  the 
Account  given  of  it  to  Archidamus,  King  of 
Sparta^  by  Thucydides^  who  was  the  great- 
eft  Statefman  of  his  Age,  and  conftantly  op- 
pofed  the  Meafures  of  Tericles.  Your  Ma- 
jefty's  Predeceffor  having  demanded  of  this 
great  Man,  Which  was  the  better  Wreftlery 
himfelf  or  Pericles ;  When  I  have  flung 
him  fairly,  (fays  Thucydides,)  he  has  always 
the  confummate  Affurance  to  maintain^  that 
he  had  no  Fall ;  and  by  meer  *Dint  of  Impu- 
dence often  perfwades  the  whole  Ajjembly  to 
be  of  that  Ofinion.  Tericles  thus  qualified, 
refolved  to  talk  himfelf  into  Affairs,  and  to 
become  the  moft  powerful  Man  in  Athens. 

Two 
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Two  terrible  Difficulties  feem'd  to  op* 
pofe  his  Defign  :  There  was  no  Way  of  rifing 
in  the  Commonwealth,  but  "by  perfwading  the 
People  to  have  a  great  Opinion  of  his  Capa- 
city, either  for  Military  or  Civil  Affairs* 
In  thefe  two  Parts  of  the  Government,  two 
Men  diftinguifhed  themfelves,  who  we  are 
afTured  were  vaftly  fuperior  to  him  in  Abili- 
ties, viz>.  Cimon  and  Thucydides.  I  fliall  fay 
fomething  of  each  of  them, 


•**<V  3&  srrrr     F.<d.  tmirt  woo.  aH 

C/3/O^Vwas  the  Son  of  $&t  MMiaJes, 

who  was  named  by  the  Oracle  at  'Delfr  hi  to 
command  that  Colony  the  Athenians  planted 
in  f  brace  ;  and  who  afterwards,  at  the  Head 
of  ten  thoufand  Men,  defeated  the  numerous 
Army  of  <Darius  in  the  Plains  of  Marathon* 
When  Cimon  was  a  young  Man,  he  was 
flung  into  Prifon  for  a  large  Debt  of  his 
Father's,  and  lay  there  a  confiderable  Time, 
till  this  Debt  was  difcharged  by  a  Moneyed 
Man,  who  married  his  Sifter.  After  having 
recovered  his  Liberty,  he  gave  fuch  Proofs  of 
an  uncommon  Capacity,  that  the  Athenians 
made  him  their  General.  His  Succeffes  would 
hardly  be  credited,  if  all  Hiftorians  in  effeft 
R  had 

'liM'Wt  **! 
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had  not  given  us  the  fame  Account  of  them. 
He  defeated  the  Thracians  at  the  River  Stry- 
mon,  built  the  City  Amphipolis,  and  peopled 
it  with  a  Colony  of  ten  thoufand  Athenians  : 
His  Addrefs  and   Affability  rendered  Athens 
the  Miftrefs  of  all  Greece.     The  Grecian 
Cities,    ftiock'd  at  the  haughty  Carriage  of 
'Paufanias^    King  of  Sparta^    unanimoufly 
ranged  themfelves   under    the    Standard    of 
Cimon. 


HE  now  turn'd  his  Arms  againft  the 
Jlan  Empire,  that  conftant  and  dreadful  Ene- 
my to  Greece.     After  feveral  great  Actions, 
at  laft,  with  a  Felicity  which  no  General  has 
yet  equalled,  he  obtained  on  the  fame  Day 
one  moft  glorious  Vi&ory  at  Sea,  and  another 
at  Land.      We  are  exprefly  told,    that    the 
firft  of  thefe  was  greater  than  the  celebrated 
Viftory  of  Safamis  >  and  the  laft,  than  that 
of  Tlatea.     The  King  ofPerfia,,  commonly 
callM  the  Great  King,  amazed  at  thefe  pro- 
digious Succefles,  was  glad  to  make  a  Peace 
with  Cimon  upon  any  Conditions^  and  yield- 
ed the  'Dominion  of  the  Sea  fb  entirely  to  the 
Athenians^  that  he  agreed  none  of  his  Galleys, 
or  Men  of  War,  ftiould  ever  appear  for  the 

future 
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uture  between  the  Cy<enean  and  the  Chelidd- 
nian  Iflands.*  After  Cimon  had  performed 
all  thefe  glorious  Adions,  after  he  had  en- 
tirely fubdued  the  Thraclans^  fubjeded  all 
the  Cherfonefe  to  the  Commonwealth  of 
Athens ^  and  enriched  the  City  with  the  Spoils 
of  'Perjia,  fo  great  was  his  Generofity  and 
good  Nature,  and  fo  truly  had  his  own  Af- 
fattions  taught  him  to  fity  the  Unfortunate^ 
that  he  pull'd  down  all  the  Inclofures  of 
his  Gardens  and  Grounds,  that  Travellers 
might  gather  his  Fruits  freely,  and  at  Difcre- 
tion.  At  Home  he  kept  an  of  en  Table ;  to 
which  he  conftantly  invited  fuch  of  his  Fel- 
low-Citizens as  he  faw  in  the  Forum.  He 
always  went  abroad  with  a  Train  of  Servants 
handfomeiy  dreffed,  who  followed  him  with 
a  confiderable  Sum  of  Money.  There  was 
no  fuch  Thing  in  the  Streets  of  Athens  as  a 
Beggar ;  but  if  Cimon  fa\v  any  of  his  Fellow- 
Citizens  who  look'd  deje&ed,  feemed  to  be 
pinched  in  his  Circumftances,  and  was  but 
indifferently  drefied3  he  immediately  fent  one 

of 
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*  Confequently,  by  this  Treaty,  he  could  neither  enter 
the  ALgean  Sea  by  the  Euxine,  nor  the  Mediterranean 
by  the  Seas  of  Pampbytia  or  Syria  \  fo  that  the  Atbtniatf 
had  a  vaft  and  fafe  Trade  fecured  to  them. 
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of  his  Retinue  to  give  him  Money  privately* 
and  to  change  Cloaths  with  him.     In  a  Word, 
his  whole  Intereft  and  his  Eftate  were  always 
at  the  Service  of  Merit  in  "Dijtrefs ;   and 
many  an  Athenian  had  his  Fortune  made  eafy 
by  the  fole  Generofity  of  this  god-like  Man. 
Moft  of  the  Particulars  I  have  mentioned,  and 
fome  others,  are  comprifed  in  the  following 
Account  of  him :  Cimonem  Athenienfes  nen 
folum  in  Bello,  Jed  in  face  d'xi  defideraite- 
runt,  fuit  enim  tantd  liber alit ate  quum  com- 
fluribus  locis  pradia  hortofque  haberet^  ut 
nunquam  eis  Cuftodem  pofuerit  fruttus  fer- 
<vandi  gratia^  ne  quis  imfediretur  quo  minus 
ejus  rebus  quibus  vellet  frueretur.     Semper 
eum  fediffequi  cum  nummis  funt  fecuti^  ut 
Jiquis  of  is  ejus  indigeret,  haberet  quod  fta- 
tim  daret,    ne  dijferendo  videretur  negare. 
Saps  quum  aliquem  offenfum  fortuna  videret 
minus  bene  'uejtitum^  fuum  amiculum  dedit* 
Quotidie  fie  coena  ei  coquebatur^  at  quos  invo- 
catos  vidiffet  in  foro  omnes  devocaret :  <jjuod 
facere  nullam  diem  pratermittebat.    Nulli 
fides  ejus,  nulli  opera,  nulli  res  familiaris 
defuit :    Multos    locupletavit  :     Complures 
pauperes  mortuos^  qui  unde  efferrentur  non 
reliquiffent,  fuo  fumftu  extulit.    Nep. 

SUCH 
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SUCH  was  the  Chara&er  of  the  generous 
who  marched  at  the  Head  of  the 
Athenian  Armies  much  farther  than  any 
General  had  led  them  before;  and  upon 
whofe  Death  it  was  truly  faid,  That  the 
Fortune  of  Greece  ferifhed  with  him* 

THUCYDIDES  was  either  the  Father-in- 
Law,  or  *  Son»in-Law  of  Cimon:  He  chofe 
to  ally  himfelf  by  Marriage  to  this  General, 
that  he  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  op- 
pofe  Pericles  j  whofe  Defigns  he  plainly  faw 
tended  to  alter  the  Laws  of  Solon,  fubyert 
the  Athenian  Conftitution,  and  deftroy  the 
Commonwealth,  that  he  might  from  the  Ruins 
of  it  enrich  himfelf  and  his  Family.  Thu- 
cydides  was  a  Man  of  great  Learning,  Cou. 
rage,  and  Integrity,  and  is  generally  allow'd 
to  have  been  the  moft  able  Statefman  in  his 
Time.  ^Plutarch  himfelf,  who  is  commonly 
a  little  partial  to  the  Perlbn  whofe  Life  he 
is  writing,  is  however  forced  to  allow  in  his 
Life  of  "Pericles^  that  Thucjydides  was  a  much 
better  Politician. 

THESE 


*  The  Greek  Word  «^E^<;  fignifies  both  Getter  and'  Socer  ; 
and  the  Criticks  are  divided  in  their  Opinions. 
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THESE  were  the  two  Men,  whom,  in  order 
to  get  all  the  Tower  and  Revenues  of  the 
Commonwealth  into  his  own  Hands,  it  was 
ablblutely  neceffary  ^Pericles  ftiould  ruin. 

HE  had  neither  a  Soul,  nor  a  Fortune v, 
large  enough  to  rival  Ctmon  in  ads  of  Gene- 
rofity  and  Good-nature :  He  therefore  pre^- 
ferred  a  Bill  to  divide  all  the  publick  Lands, 
and  the  Money  in  the  Treafury,  among  the 
common  People.  By  this  Trick^  he  corruf- 
ted  the  Athenians  with  their  own  Money ^ 
made  them  furchafe  their  own  \Chamsy  and 
got  a  Party  ftrong  enough  to  aboliih  the  Pow- 
er of  the  Areofagttesy  and  to  banifli  Cimon. 

HE  pretended  he  had  difcovered  a  7 lot  >• 
that  a  farty  at  Athens  was  in  the  Lacede- 
monian Intereft  ;  and  that  Cimon  was  the 
Chief  Qf  this  Tarty. 

HAVING,  by  the  Help  of  this  moft  falfc 
and  wicked  Calumny,  got  rid  of  Cimony  he 
grew  jealous  of  the  moft  confiderable  and 
able  Men  among  his  own  Friends;  and 
therefore  (according  to  Idomemui]  with  the 
[  K  ]  moft 
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moft  horrid  Barbarity  and  Ingratitude,  he 
caufed  the  Orator  Ephialtes,  who  had  been 
of  infinite  Service  to  him^  to  be  privately 
affajfinated. 

THE  Lacedemonian  Army  now  falling  in- 
to Tanagra,  ^Pericles  was  obliged  to  march 
againft  them:  When  the  two  Armies  were 
ready  to  engage,  the  baniihed  Cimon,  Hill 
zealous  for  the  Glory  of  Athens,  came  arm- 
ed, and  ranged  himfelf  as  a  private  Soldier^ 
among  thofe  of  his  own  Tribe.  The  mean 
Jealoujy  of  Tericles  could  not  endure  this 
Sight  j  he  thought  himfelf  fare  of  the  Vic- 
tory ^  and  could  not  bear  to  think  Cimon 
ftiould  have  any  Share  in  the  Glory  of  it. 
He  therefore  obliged  him  to  retire.  The 
generous  Cimon  was  more  troubled  at  being 
prevented  from  fighting  for  his  Country,  than 
at  his  being  baniflied  out  of  it.  He  left  the 
Army  with  Tears  in  his  Eyes ;  but  before  he 
went  away,  conjured  his  Friends  to  behave 
in  Vuch  a  Manner,  that  all  the  World  might 
^convinced  how  unjuftlyth&y  were  accufed 
of  favouring  the  Lacedemonians.  The  Bat- 
tle jdin'd  ;  The  Athenians  were  defeated  : 
'Pericles  with  a  good  Number  of  his  Friends, 

got 
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got  fafe  to  Athens  :  But  the  Friends  of  C/- 
mon^  being  an  Hundred  in  Number,  and 
placing  a  Suit  of  Armour  of  that  General's 
in  the  midft  of  their  little  Battalion,  that  the 
Sight  of  it  might  make  them  remember  his 
Advice,  fought  with  fo  deiperate  a  Courage, 
that  every  Man  of  them  was  flain  upon  the 
Field  of  Battle.  The  Athenians  were  now, 
too  late,  fenfible  how  unjuftly  they  had 
diltrufted  their  gallant  Countrymen,  and 
that  'Pericles  had  only  divided  them  into 
*Partiesy  that  he  might  himfelf  play  the 
Tyrant  with  the  more  Security. 
. 

THE  Athenians  after  this  Battle  were  ob- 
liged to  fue  for  a  Peace,  which  the  Sfar- 
tans  granted  ;  and  gave  'Pericles  Leifure  to 
facrifice  the  moft  valuable  Man  that  was 
ftill  left  at  Athens  to  his  Envy  and  Jealoujy. 
He  bammed  Thucydides  ;  and  now,  as  he  was 
no  longer  afraid  of  the  Man,  who  in  all 
Aflemblies  of  the  People,  had  conftantly 
oppofed  him3  he  threw  off  the  Mask  of  To- 
fularity,  gave  way  to  his  natural  'Pride 
and  Infolence,  and  affumed  an  unprecedented 
Power  over  the  Commonwealth. 


[K 
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A  NEW  Quarrel  arifing  between  Sparta 
and  Athens,  the  Lacedemonians  fent  an 
Army  into  Attica,  under  the  Command  of 
their  King  'Pliftonax.  ^Pericles,  who  had  al- 
ready been  beaten  by  the  Spartans,  durft 
not  engage  them  a  fecond  Time.  He  re- 
folved  to  try  if  he  could  not  carry  his  Point 
by  Corruption  as  well  in  the  Field.,  as  he 
had  often  done  at  Athens. 


THE  King  of  Sparta  was  very  young, 
and  fuffered  himielf  to  be  wholly  governed 
by  one  Cleandridas  his  Favourite.  Tericles 
having  bribed  this  Man,  the  King  of  Sparta 
was  perfwaded  to  withdraw  his  Army  out  of 
the  Athenian  Territories.  The  Lacedemo- 
nians were  not  ufed  to  fee  their  Armies  re- 
turn home  without  fighting;  they  immedi- 
ately depofed  *  and  banilhed  their  King. 
They  proceeded  to  no  farther  Extremities 

aeainft 
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*  It  was  ufual  with  the  Spartans  to  j/5»<r,  to  ^ 

and  fometimes  even  to  put  their  Kings  to  Death:  I  can- 
not but  prefer  our  own  Conftitution  in  this  Particular, 
by  which  the  Perfom  of  our  Kings  are  declared  Sacred, 
and  their  Mmtfters  alone  are  made  accountable  for  what 
is  done  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Publick. 
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againft  their  King  in  Confideration  of  his 
Youth  ;  but  his  corrupt  Minifter  Cleandridas 
was  put  to  Death. 

THEY  now  fent  out  another  Army  under 
the  Command  of  Archidamus,  whom  they  had 
chofen  for  their  King.  ^Pericles  could  not 
corrupt  this  Prince,  who  had  no  favourite 
Minifter.  All  he  could  get  from  him  was  a 
difoondurable  Truce,  and  to  obtain  this  Fa- 
vour, he  was  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  fcan* 
dalous  Terms  of  giving  up  feveral  of  the 
Athenian  Territories  to  their  Enemies,  the 
Lacedemonians. 

PERICLES  Ibmetime  after  this,  upon  lay- 
ing his  Accounts  before  &£  Athenians  of  the 
publick  Money,  which  all  pafled  through 
his  Hands,  put  down  in  eveiy  Year  an  Ar- 
ticle to  this  Effeft  :  For  a  certain  toece/ary 
Affair  Ten  Talents.  By  his  Creatures  and 
Dependants,  he  perfwaded  the  People  to  fafs 
this  Article  in  his  Account^  without  en- 
quiring into  the  Meaning  of  it  ;  and,  perhaps, 
this  is  the  firft  Inftance  to  be  found  in  Hi£- 
tory  of  Skcref-jefvice  Money, 
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MANY  People  think  that  he  put  this  Sum 
into  his  own  Pocket  :  Theophraftus,  and 
other  Authors  fay,  that  he*  privately  fent  it 
eVery  Year  to  fome  of  the  chief  Men  at 
ISfarta,  and  by  this  Means  prevented  the 
Lacedemonians  from  declaring  War  againft 
the  Athenians.  If  this  be  true,  he  was  guilty 
of  a  Piece  of  Bafenefs,  which  his  Cpuntry- 
men  muft  have  highly  refented,  if  they  had 
but  known  it  ;  fince  in  fad,  this  was  no- 
.  thing  lefs  than  rendering  Athens  tributary 
to  Sparta.  All  he  got  by  it^  was  to  defer  a 
War  for  a  few  Years,  which  at  length  fell 
much  heavier  upon  the  Athenians  ^  than  it 
could  have  done  at  t  his  Time. 


, 

DURING  the  Truce  with  Sfarta^  the 
whole  Revenue  of  the  Commonwealth  ran 
through  the  Hands  of  *Pericks.  To  ftiew 
the  People  he  did  fomething  with  it,  he 
fet  about  feveral  publick  Buildings,  which 
were  rather  Ornaments  to  the  City^  than 
really  Necejfary.  He  fquandered  away  a 
prodigious  Sum  upon  thele  Buildings,  and 
upon  Statues  and  'Paintings  to  adorn  them. 
The  Athenians  "in  general  were  highly  di£- 

pleafed 
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pleafed  at  this  Proceeding.     Their  Murmurs 
grew  fo  loud  at  laft,  that  Pericles  found  it 
neceflary  to  call  an  Affembly  of  the  People, 
and  give  them  fome  Satisfaction.     He  asked 
them,  If  they  thought  he  had  laid  out  too 
much  Money  upon  the  fublick  Buildings  ? 
The  People  unanimouily  anfwered,  A  great 
deal  too  much.    Very  well,  fays  Pericles,  I 
will  therefore  be  at  the  Ex  fence  of  (ill  thefe 
Buildings :  But  then,  Gentlemen,  Tou  mufi 
allow  me  to  clap  my  own  Name  upon  them, 
and  to  dedicate  them  my  felf. 

. 
THE     Athenians   in  general  were    ex- 

treamly  fond  of  fine  Buildings.  Thefe  were 
truly  beautiful;  for  Tericles  had  employed 
the  moft  celebrated  Workmen  in  all  Greece. 
His  fudden  and  unexpected  Prppofal  piqued 
the  *Pride  of  the  Athenian  People.  This 
Paffion  ran  away  with  their  ^Difcretion  : 
They  cried  out  to  him  to  finifh  the  Build- 
ings at  the  Expence  of  the  Publick  •  and 
Pericles  took  care  to  take  them  at  their 
Word.  This  Stratagem  has  been  much  ad- 
mired by  fome  ancient  Authors,  and  the 
Magnanimity  both  of  "Pericles  and  the  Athe- 
niansr  has  been  highly  commended.  With 

[K  4] 
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Submiffibny  I'  Ihink  this  moft  impudent  Pro- 
Jtofal  was  a  plain  Demonftration  of  what  im^ 
menTe  Sunis  he  had  rdbbed  the  Publtek  ;  and 
I  aim  fflrprized,  that  fo  difcftfning  a  People  as 
the  Athenians  did  hot  tekfc'k  ift  #A//  Z>igM 
It  is  certain  that  Tericks  was  not  one  of  the 
richeft  Men  in  Athens,  when  he  came  into 
jmbliek  Bufiftefs:  And  k  itiSfy  be  proved 
from  Hiftory,  that  thefe  vBtu!dings  had  a4^ 
ready  coft  almoft  four  Thonfand  Tdlent*\  a 
pftidigious  Sum^  efpecially  in  thofe  Dayfc. 


PERICLES  having  obtained  his  Truce  from 
the  Lacedemonians^  undettctok  that  notable 
Expedition  agdnft  Samo^  liport  which  he 
ever  afterwards  fo  much  valued  himfelf. 
The  CaUfe  of  his  dedlaring  War  againft  the 
Stimians,  wa§  the  mcfft  Jcdnidal6iis  that  can 
be  imagined.  He  fell  upon  that  Unhappy 
People  purely  at  the  Requeft  of  Affafia. 
This  Woman,  who  was  a  Milefian^  had  a  godd 
deal  of  Wit,  joined  to  a  inoft  cortfummate 
Affnrance,  and  fo  fluent  a  Way  of  Talking, 
that  even  Socrates  himfelf,  and  fottie  of 
the  wifeft  Men  in  Athens,  were  now  and 

.    «   -.1  %  ^-.  %  / 

then  well  enough  pleafed  to  hear  her  frate. 
She  got  her  Hying  by  having  conftanrly  a 

Parcel 
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Parcel  of  young  Wenches  about  her,  and 
keeping  the  moft  notorious  Brothel  in  all  the 
City.  We  may  fee  by  the  laft  of  Theo~ 
fhrafius's  CharaEiers^  that  this  Trade  was 
no  lets  fcandalous  among  the  Athenians^ 
than  it  is  at  prefent  with  us. 

PERICLES  had  kept  company  with  Afpa- 
fia  for  fome  Years,  and  was  thought,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  to  have  learnt  his 
Eloquence  from  her.  At  laft,  to  pleafe  her, 
he  put  away  his  own  Wife,  a  Lady  of 
Merit  and  Virtue^  and  in  the  Sight  of  all 
Athens  married  this  profligate  Strumpet. 
The  Samians  were  at  War  with  the  Mile- 
/tans,,  for  the  Maftery  of  Triene,  when  Af- 
fafia  obliged  ^Pericles  to  fall  upon  the  Sa- 
mians, in  favour  of  her  Countrymen.  He 
put  himfelf  at  the  Head  of  the  Athenian 
Army  upon  this  fhameful  Expedition,  The 
Samians  made  a  brave  Defence  for  fomc 
Time  ;  but  being  already  weakened  by  the 
Milefians^  and  unable  to  refill  the  moft  pow- 
erful Republick  in  all  Greece,  their  City 
was  at  latt  taken,  ^Duris^  who  was  himfelf 
a  Samian,  and  whom  Cicero  commends  for 
a  diligent  Hiftorian,  fays,  that  Tericles  ufed 

the 
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the  unhappy  Samians  with  the  utmoft  In- 
humanity j  that  he  ordered  great  Numbers 
of  them  to  be  fattened  to  Planks ;  where,  af- 
ter they  had  languifhed  for  Ten  Days  to- 
gether, he  commanded  them  to  be  flain,  and 
their  dead  Bodies  to  be  flung  out  unburied 
into  the  Fields  and  Streets.  This  laft  Cir- 
cumftance  was  reckoned  among  the  Greeks 
to  be  the  utmoft  Degree  of  Cruelty. 
old.  £i^.|MHJ{$  <  cbjv^flo..v;  ^is  ••SY-J*: 
t%UpoN  his  Return  to  Athens  from  this 
notable  Expedition,  he  publickly  boafted,  (if 
we  may  believe  Ion?)  that  he  was  a  better 
General  than  Agamemnon,  becaufe,  forfooth, 
he  had  taken  Samos  in  lefs  than  Ten  Tears. 
He  got  the  Athenian  Ladies  to  crown  him 
publickly  with  Garlands,  as  they  ufed  to 
crown  thofb  Champions,  who  won  the 
Prizes  at  the  Olympick  Games.  At  this 
Ceremony,  Elpinice,  Sifter  of  the  generous 
Cimon,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned, 
had  the  Courage  to  mortify  his  ridiculous 
Vanity:  Stepping  up  to  him  with  a  Garland 
in  her  Hand,  as  if  ftie  had  been  going  to 
place  it  on  his  Head,  Tericles,  fays  Ihe> 
thefe  notable  Exploits  of  yours  do  moft  cer- 
tainly defer ve  all  our  Chaflets:  Ton  hav? 

fpilt 
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Jf'ilt  the  Blood  of  the  Athenians,  not  like 
my  Brother  Cimon,  in  a  War  againft  the  Per- 
fians  and  Phoenicians  (our  old  Enemies  and 
Barbarians}  but  to  ruin  a  Grecian  City, 
our  ancient  Ally,  and  defcended  from  MS. 
This  Reproach  was  too  juft  to  admit  of  a  fo- 
lid  Anfwer.  ^Pericles  made  her  no  other 
Reply,  than  by  repeating  a  Verfe  out  of  Ar- 
chilocus,  the  Senfe  of  which  is, 

Ton  fbould  not  drefs  and  faint  at  the fe  Tears. 

. 

THIS  was  the  moft  brutifh  and  unmannerly 
Thing  he  could  have  faid  to  a  Lady,  who 
but  a  few  Years  before  had  been  thought  one 
of  the  fineft  Women  i/i  all  Greece^  and  was 
the  moft  celebrated  Toafl  in  Athens :  It  was 
almoft  calling  her  in  direct  Terms  an  old  Wo- 
man. 

THE  Ruin  of  Samos  was  not  the  only 
Thing  in  which  'Pericles  fhewed  how  little 
he  valued  the  Lives  of  his  Fellow-Citizens , 
in  Comparifon  of  the  Intereft  of  his  Family, 
or  his  own  mean  Jealoufy  and  private  Re- 
venge :  He  preferred  a  Bill,  and  perfuaded 
the  People  of  Athens  to  pafs  it  into  a  Law, 

that 
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that  none  fliould  be  efteemed  true  Citizens, 
but  fuch  whofe  Parents  Were  both  of  them 
Athenians.  By  Virtue  of  this  Law,  about 
Jive  thoufand  innocent  Perfbns,  at  once,  not 
only  loft  the  Freedom  of  the  City,  but  were 
fold  for  Slaves ;  a  Puiiifliment  more  fevere 
than  <Death  itfelf.  The  only  Defign  of  Te- 
riclesj  in  getting  this  Law  pafled,  Was  to  fai- 
tisfy  his  Jealoufy  by  the  Ruin  of  that -great 
General  Cimon,  and  his  Family.  Cimon's  Mo- 
ther was  the  Daughter  of  Olorus,  King  of 
Thrace  ;  and  he  himfelf  had  married  a  Lady 
of  Clittirium,  by  whom  he  had  two  Sons. 

PERICLES  had  feveral  Sons  by 
his  own  Wife,  an  Athenian  Lady,  when  he 
got  this  Law  paffed  j  but  Providence  having 
fome  Time  after  deprived  him  of  thofe  Chil- 
dren, he  brought  in  a  Bill,  and  perfwaded  the 
People  to  repeal  that  Law  which  he  himfelf 
had  been  the  Author  of,  (and  by  which  lb 
many  innocent  Perforts  had  fufFered,)  for  no 
other  Reafon,  but  that  he  might  inroll  a 
baftard  Son,  by  his  own  Name,  in  the  Regif- 
ter  of  Athenian  Citizens. 

IT 
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IT  hath  already  been  obferved,  how  after 
the  Baniihment  of  Thucydides^  Tericles  had 
fubverted  the  Athenian  Conftitution ;  the  Prae- 
torial   Power,    which  before  was  annual^  he 
now  exercifed  constantly  and  alone,  and  had 
brought  it  to  that  Height,  that  it  was  with- 
out Bounds.     To  avoid  a  War  with  the  La- 
cedemonians,  he  had  given  up  Part  of  the 
Athenian  Territories,  and  feen  his  Country 
long  mfulted  in  the  moft  dishonourable  Man- 
ner.    At  laft,  purely  for  his  own  Intereft* 
he  engaged  his  Country  in  a  War  with  as  lit- 
tle Judgment  as  he  had  before  prevented  their 
refenting  the  Injuries  they  received.     All  the 
publick   Revenues  had   pafled  through  his 
Hands  for  a  confiderable  Time  ;   and  he  had 
increased  the  Taxes  to  at  leaft  one  third  more 
than  Arifttdes  the  Juft  had  fettled  them  at. 
The  People  at  lait  refolved  to  make  him  give 
an  Account  what  he  had  done  with  fo  great 
a  Sum  of  publick  Money.     Perhaps,  though 
no  Hiftory  fays  fb,  they  now  began  to  reflect 
upon  the  modeft  Offer  he  had  made  them,  to 
lay  down  about  four  thoufand  Talents,  at 
once,  out  of  what  he  called  his  own  Money. 
It  was  impoflible  for  him  to  give  a  fair  and 

honefl 
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honeft  Account  how  he  had  expended  thofe 
prodigious  Sums  he  had  received;  and  yet 
he  found  it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  lay  fomc- 
thing  in  the  Shape  of  an  Account  before  the 
People; 

t^'H;,        0  '     '  ;        '       '•'         '    ' 

WHILE  he  was  under  this  Perplexity,  Al~ 
cibiades,  who  was  his  near  Relation,  and  to 
whom  he  was  Guardian,  came  one  Day  to 
his  Houfe  ;  but  was  told  by  his  Servant,  That 
"he  could  not  fojjlbly  fee  his  Majler^  who  was 
bufy  in  making  up  his  Accounts  to  lay  before 
the  ^People.  Hark  you,  Friend,  (fays  this 
Urchin, who  feemed  born  to  do  Mifchief,)  telt 
your  Mafler  from  me,  that  I  am  ferry  to 
hear  he  is  no  better  employed;  he  ought  to 
be  contriving  how  to  give  in  no  Accounts  at 
all.  The  Servant  did  as  he  viras  ordered,  and 
delivered  this  gracelefs  Meflage  to  his  Maf 
ter.  A  wicked  Mind  is  always  fufceptible 
of  wicked  Advice  •  and  Socrates  ufed  to  fay, 
thztlllCounfelwas  very  foon  at  its  Journey's 
End.  'Pericles  immediately  took  the  Hint  his 
hopeful  Pupil  had  given  him  :  He  threw  alide 
his  Papers,  and  refolved  to  find  out  Ibme  other 
Bufinefs  for  the  Athenians,  than  to  look  over 
his  Accounts.  In  a  Word,  he  determined  to 
J  fling 
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fling  every  Thing  into  Confufion,  and  rather 
ruin  his  Country,  than  fuffer  himfelf  to  be 
called  to  an  Account  for  all  the  publick  Mo- 
ney he  had  embezzled. 

THE  Method  "which  firft  occurred  to  him, 
was,  to  light  up  a  bloody  and  dangerous  War 
againft  the  Lacedemonians  ,  thofe  very  Peo- 
ple whom  he  had  formerly  feared  to  encoun- 
ter, from  whom  he  had  bought  a  difhonou- 
rable  Truce  and  whofe  Armies,  to  the 
Scandal  of  the  Athenian  State,  he  had 
tamely  fuffered  to  over-run  Attica. 

THE  Lacedemonians  at  this  Time  were 
not  in  a  Difpofition  to  quarrel.  Their  King 
Archidamus  did  all  in  his  Power  to  prevent 
a  Rupture,  and  fent  Three  Ambafladors  to 
Athens  to  this  Purpofe ;  but  ^Pericles^  who 
determined  to  fet  Fire  to  the  War,  to  pre- 
vent an  Imfeachment  againft  hijnfelfy  was 
now  the  only  Athenian  who  would  not  hear 
of  Peace.  Thus  was  the  Teloponnejtan  War 
kindled,  which  ended  in  the  Taking  of 
Athens ,  the  Deftrudion  of  their  Common- 
wealth, and  fubje&ed  that  miferable  People 

to 
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to  the  Power  of  thirty  Tyrants,  who  were 
placed  over  them ;  and  by  whom  the  divine 
Socrates  was  put  to  Death,  for  enveighing 
againft  their  Cruelty  and  OppreJJlon. 

('  WHEN  this  War  fir  ft  broke  out,  the  Athe- 
nians foon  became  fenfible  how  neceffary  it 
is  even  for  States^  as  well  as  private  Per- 
fons,  to  preferve  their  Reputation.  The  ma- 
ny Infults  they  had  tamely  iuffered  of  late 
Years  from  the  Lacedemonians,  had  quite 
effaced  the  Memory  of  their  Victories  under 
the  Conduct  of  the  illuftrious  Cimon  ;  and 
the  Grecian  Cities,  generally  fpeaking,  took 
Part  with  the  Spartans,  whv  had  ftill  main- 
tained the  Reputation  of  their  Military  Vir- 
tue. TericleS)  though  he  had  been  the  Ible 
Author  and  Promoter  of  this  War,  durft  not 
look  his  Enemies  in  the  Face  :  He  kept  his 
Army  within  the  Walls  of  Athens  :  The 
Country  People  likewife  ran  thither  for  Pro- 
teftion ;  and  fuch  a  Multitude  of  Perfons 
cooped  up  together,  produced  that  terrible 
^Plague^  of  which  Thucydides  has  given  us  fo 
full  a  Defcription,  and  which  gave  Occafion 
to  that  excellent  Poem  compofed  by  one  of 

our 
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bur   own  *  Countrymen,  and  entitled,  The 
'Plague  0/*  Athens. 

THE  moft  mortifying  Circumftance  in  the 
Deftruclion  of  the  Athenian  Commonwealth, 
was,  that  they  were  vanquished  at  Sea  in 
that  Battle  which  decided  their  Fate.  They 
had  been,  till  that  Time,  ever  reckoned  the 
Mafters  of  the  Sea :  The  cPiraumi  which 
joined  their  City,  was  the  moft  celebrated 
Harbour  in  all  Greece  >  and  at  the  Beginning 
of  this  War,  they  had  a  Fleet  of  no  lefs  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  Ships. 

SUCH  were  the  Confequences  of  Pericles's 
Adminiftration,  who  maintained  himfelf  in 
Power  the  longeft  of  any  Statefman  at  A- 
them  y  and  by  the  Help  of  an  immoderate 
Affurance,  and  a  fluent  Way  of  f  rating,  had 
talked  himfelf  up  to  the  Head  of  Affairs, 
and  deprived  the  Commonwealth  of  her  moft 
valuable  Citizens. 

THERE  is  one  ^Particular  in  the  Character 

of  this  Man,  which,  fince  I  omitted  to  men- 

[  L  ]  tion 

*Dr.  Sprat,  Biftiop  of  Rockefter. 
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tion  in  its  proper  Place,  I  fhall  take  notice 
of  here.  I  cannot  find,  that  during  the  whole 
Time  of  his  fliameful  Adminiftration,  in  a 
City  the  moil  celebrated  in  the  World  for 
Arts  and  Sciences,  he  ever  preferred,  or  did 
one  generous  Thing  for  a  Man  of  Tarts  and 
Learning  :  There  is  the  moft  fcandalous 
Injlance  of  his  behaving  in  a  contrary  Man- 
ner, which  can,  perhaps,  be  met  with  in  all 
Hiftory- 

t  .is**!'  k  ^#wui8  sdb  emu  sriop 
IF  he  had  any  Learning,  or  any  Thing  elfe 
truly  valuable  in  him,  it  is  confefled  that  he 
owed  it  to  his  Tutor  Anaxagoras. 


THIS  great  Philofopher,  though  born  to  a 
good  Paternal  Eftate,  fuffered  it  to  lie  like  a 
Common,  to  be  grazed  by  his  Neighbour's 
Cattle,  and  made  no  private  Advantage  of 
it.  He  applied  himfelf  wholly  to  his 
Studies;  and  we  are  told  that  the  Gn?- 
cians  had  fb  great  an  Opinion  of  his  Wif- 
dom^  that  they  commonly  called  him  Nw, 
that  is,  Mitidj  Intelligence^  or  Under- 
Jlanding. 


HB 
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HE  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  of  all 
the  Philofophers,  who,  inftead  of  afcribing 
the  Formation  of  the  World  either  to  Chance 
or  Necejfity^  undertook  to  demonftrate,  from, 
the  wonderful  Beauty  and  Order  of  all  its 
Parts,  that  the  Difpofition  of  them  muft 
have  been  the  Work  of  a  Wife  and  Intelli- 
gent Being  ;  and  perhaps  \\\\$  particular  Te- 
net ^  as  well  as  his  own  Wifdomy  might  ac- 
quire him  the  Sirname  of  Nes. 

ANAXAGORAS  had  not  only  inftruded 
^Pericles  in  Philofophy,  but  had  frequently 
affifted  him  with  his  Advice  in  his  greateft 
Difficulties  as  a  Counfellor  of  State.  Teri- 
cles,  to  ihew  his  Gratitude -,  while  the  Wealth 
of  Greece  ran  every  Year  through  his 
Hands,  and  while  he  daily  laid  out  fuch  im- 
menfe  Sums  upon  Tiffures,  Statues,  and 
Buildings,  fuffered  this  great  Man  to  want 
even  the  common  Necetfaries  of  Life.  The 
Philofopher  had  a  Soul  too  big  to  ask :  He 
refolved  tojlarve  himfelfo  and  to  this  pur- 
pofe  lay  down  upon  the  Ground,  and.m/fr- 
ed  his  Head,  as  it  was  cuftomary  with  the 
[  L  2  ]  Ancients 
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Ancients  *  to  do,  when  fome  great  Misfor- 
tune  had  made  them  weary  of  Life,  and 
they  had  determined  to  die.  This  Piece  of 
News  was  foon  carried  to  Tericles.  To 
prevent  the  Genfure  of  the  World,  he  im- 
mediately  ran  to  his  old  Tutor :  He  pre- 
tended to  lament  over  him  in  the  moft  Paf- 
fionate  Manner,  but  to  be  chiefly  concerned 
at  his  own  looting  fo  wife  and  able  a  Coun- 
fellor.  The  Philofopher  hearing  this,  was 
no  longer  able  to  endure  the  Complaint  of 
fuch  a  Monfter  of  Ingratitude  and  Hyfo- 
crijy :  He  unmuffled  himfelf ;  and  difcover- 
ing  his  meagre  Face,  Tericles,  fays  he,  a 
Man  who  'wants  the  Light  of  a  Lamf,  takes 
care,  at  leaft,  to  fuffly  it  with  Oil.  Intima- 
ting, in  an  handfome  Manner,  that  if  he 
would  have  had  him  live,  he  ought  to  have 
allowed  him  a  proper  Maintenance.  He 
vouchfafed  to  fay  nothing  more  to  his  worth- 
lefs  Pupil. 

SoCRATIS 


Nam  male  re  gefld  cum  •vellem  mittere  operto 
Me  Capite  tn  Flumen  • HOR. 

...'•.  CaputgJayfo  context  ami  ft  u, 
Malta  gemens.  ..    ...   '  VlRG. 


to  Cleomenes.        14,9 

SOCRATES,  who  was  not  only  one  of  the 
wife/I)  but  perhaps  the  befl  of  meet  Men, 
that  ever  appeared  in  the  World,  was  like- 
wife  Cotemporary  with  'Pericles.  Socrates 
had  feveral  very  great  Men  for  his  Difciplss, 
among  whom  were  *Plato  and  *  Xenofhon. 
Yet  I  cannot  find  that  our  <worthlefs  Sfatef- 
man^  with  all  his  Pretenfions  to  Eloquence^ 
ever  took  the  leaft  Notice  of  any  of  them. 
He  might  poffibly  be  afraid  that  fuch  Men, 
if  he  had  converfed  familiarly  with  them, 
would  fbon  fee  through  him  ;  and  yet  I  do 
not  think  that  this  is  a  fufficient  Explanation 
of  his  Condud.  I  know  not  whether  I  have 
not  hit  upon  the  true  Reafon  of  it :  I  have 
already  defcribed  ^Pericles  to  be  a  Man  full 
of  the  moft  mean  and  -pittfiiljealoujies.  I  have 
[  L  3  ]  already 

*  Xcnophon  was  not  only  one  of  the  greateft  Scho- 
lars, but  one  of  the  greateft  Generals  of  his  Age.  His 
Cyrop<edta  is  a  convincing  Proof  of  his  Genius  and 
Learning ;  and  his  Retreat  from  Babylon  after  the  Death 
of  Cyrus,  at  the  Head  of  Ten  thoufand  Greeks,  through 
fo  many  vaft  Countries  belonging  to  his  Enemies,  is 
the  moft  celebrated  Exploit  of  that  kind  in  all  Hiftory. 
We  are  told,  that  Mark  Anthony,  in  his  Retreat  out  of 
Parthia,  when  he  faw  fo  many  of  his  Men  killed  by 
the  Barbarians,  uied  to  cry  our,  Oh!  the  Ten  Thoufand, 
the  Ten  Thoufand !  in  Remembrance  of  this  famous  Rer 
treat  of  Xenophons, 
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already  obferved,  how  ftrongly  his  pernici- 
ous Meafures  were  oppofed  by  the  great  and 
learned  Thucydides :  I  find  befides,  that  an- 
other  learned  Man,  and  celebrated  Author, 
had  a  Right  to  at  leaft  half  the  Reputation 
of  the  moft  glorious  Campaign  ^Pericles  ever 
made ;  and  that  he  was  twice  foundly  beaten 
at  Sea  by  an  eminent  TPhilofopher. 

PLUTARCH  exprefly  tells  us,  that  the  moft 
fuccefsful  of  all  Pericles's  Expeditions,  and 
which  gave  the  Athenians  moft  Sati£- 
faition,  was  that  in  which  he  failed  round 
the  cPeloponnefets.  L  cannot  find  that  any 
eonfiderable  Bactle  was  fought  during  this 
Expedition  ;  however,  the  Spartan  Territories 
were  fufficiently  harrafled,  and  a  great  Part 
of  Achaia  reduced.  But  then  there  is  a  cer- 
tain Circumftance,  which,  though  Tlutarch 
takes  no  notice  of,  we  learn  fufficiently  from 
other  Authors,  <vi&.  That  Sophocles^  that 
celebrated  Writer  of  Tragedies,  (who  over- 
came jEfchilus  in  a  Iblemn  Contention,  and 
fome  of  whofe  Pieces  are  come  down  to  us,) 
was  made  General,  and  had  an  equal  Com- 
mand with  Tericles  in  this  Expedition,  both 
over  the  Fleet,  and  the  Land  Forces  which 

were 
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were  on  Board  it.  The  Athenian  Fleet  di- 
vided when  they  came  to  Teloponnejus, 
and  a&ed  in  two  diftinct  Squadrons ;  Sopho- 
cles commanded  one  of  thefe  Squadrons, 
and  ^Pericles  the  other ;  fo  that  Sophocles  had 
at  leaft  a  Right  to  one  half  of  the  Reputa- 
tion which  was  acquired  in  this  Fortunate 
Campaign.  * 

THE  fecond  Fact,  I  mentioned,  is  related 
by  Ariftotle^  who  was  Tlato^s  Scholar,  and  li- 
ved immediately  after  Tericles.  Arijlotle  fays, 
That  'Pericles  was  fbundly  beat  in  two  feverai 
Engagements  at  Sea  by  Meliffus^  who  was 
one  of  the  greateft  Philofophers  in  Greece^ 
and  whom  the  Samians  had  made  their  Ge- 
neral. When  ^Pericles  was  thus  beaten,  he 
had  the  fole  Command  of  the  Athenian  Fleet 
and  Army :  He  was  not  then  aflifted  by  the 
Conduct  and  Courage  of  the  celebrated 
Sophocles. 

[L  4]  IF 

*  Igttur  /Jthentenfes  adierfus  tantam  tempeftatem  belli, 
duos  duces  deligunt,  Periclemfpeflata  virtutis  virum,  C53 
Sophoclem ScriptoremT'ragoediarum :  qui  divifo excrcitu,  & 
Spartanorum  agros  vaftaverttnt^  &  mult  as  /lchai<e  civi- 
tates  Athemenjium.  tmperio  adjecerunt.  JUST.  Cicer* 
likewife,  and  other  Authors,  take  notice  of  Sopkocks's 
b«ing  General  in  this  Expedition. 
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,  IF  we  refleft  upon  the  natural  Temper  of 
Tericlesy  full  of  the  meaneft  Jealoujy^  and 
then  confider  the  feveral  fads  I  have  juft 
mentioned,  it  will  perhaps  not  appear  fo  very 
ftrange,  that  he  fhould  'have  fo  ftrong  an 
Antipathy  to  Men  of  Tarts  and  Learning. 


IT  is  time  I  fliould  ihew  in  what  Manner, 
even  in  the  Height  of  his  arbitrary  Admi- 
niftration,  and  amidft  all  his  Tower  and 
Greatnefs,  the  Athenian  Writers  took  the 
Liberty  to  fpeak  of  him. 


^  THE  Wits  of  Athens^  in  regard  of  the 
tyrannical  Power  he  had  aflumed,  commonly 
called  him  Ttfiftratus,  which  was  the  Name 
of  a  famous  Tyrant  who  once  reigned  in 
Athens,  They  likewife  branded  his  Crea- 
tures and  Tools  with  the  odious  Title  of  the 
ftfiftratides.  A  Comick  Poet,  called  Tele- 
elides,  upbraids  his  Countrymen  the  Athe- 
nians in  one  of  his  Pieces,  for  Tamely  Juf- 
fering  one  worthkfs  Fellow  to  difpofe  of  all 
the  fublick  Money  ;  to  affront  fuch  of  their 
Allies  as  he  thought  fit  ;  to  make  Teace  or 
War  4t  his  own  ^Difcretion;  and  finally,  to 

w  have 
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have  it  in  his  Tower  to  ruin  the  Common- 
wealth^ in  order  to  gratify  his  own  private 
Revenge,  or  fbameful  Avarice.  In  another 
of  his  Plays  he  names  him  without  the  leaft 
Ceremony,  and  fays,  that  At  frefent  he  is 
hardly  able  to  fuffort  the  Weight  of  his  own 
monftrous  Head,  and  does  not  know  which 
Way  to  turn  himfelf.,  amidft  the  Confufion  in- 
to which  his  Folly  has  brought  the  Affairs 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

CRATINUS,  another  Writer,  in  his  Play, 
called  The  Chirons,  fpeaking  tfTer'tcles,  fays, 
That  TIME  and^Acr  ION  had  begot  this  mon- 
Jirous  Tyrant.  In  his  Play,  called  Nemejis^ 
he  addrefles  himfelf  to  him,  and  cries  in  a 
bitter  Sarcafm  ;  'Deliver  us  out  of  our  pre- 
fent  Confufions,  O  thou  that  art  bleffed  with 
a  monftrous  Head! 

THE  fame  Author  introduces  him  upon 
the  Stage  in  his  Play,  called  The  Thracian 
Women,  and  makes  another  Perlbn  ipeak  cf 
him  to  this  Effed ;  Here  comes  our  Jobber  - 
headed  Pericles :  His  ill-ftjafed  Noddle  is  at 
frefent  big  with  a  Tlan  for  his  Mujick- 

Room : 


A  LETTER. 

Room :  Help  *  Lucina,  that  it  may 
delivered  of  Ms  notable  *Proje5t^  fo  much 
for  the  Service  of  the  Commonwealth. 

I 

ANOTHER  Writer  fpcaking  of  him,   fays, 
All  the  Confufans  we  are  at  frefent  in,  are 
entirely  owing  to  the  over -grown  Noddle  of 
this  prating  empty  Fellow  Pericles, 

THE  Reader,   that  he  may  take  the  full 

Force  of  thefe  Jefts,  ought  to  be  informed, 

that  ^Pericles  had  an  Head  of  an  uncommon 

Shape,  and  bigger  than  moft  other  Mens. 

*:;x.  ;-.b»^x-:v^  v^l1-'*-^  i  'uc- ;rf%m  fens'),  Tf&fi 

IN  order  to  hide  this  ^Deformity,  he  made 
all  his  flattering  Painters  and  .Statuaries  re- 
prefent  him  with  his  Helmet  on,  in  their 
Tiffures  and  Bufts.  The  Athenian  Wits 
obferving  his  ridiculous  Tendernefs  in  this 
Point,  fell  upon  him  the  more  unmercifully. 
^.^lirW.^  ;3fU  o)  IM/nu^  ^')t\  >j 

THEY  called  him  S^ivo^oAos,  or  Squill- 
Tate  y  and  in  moftof  thofe  Jefts  which  they 

made 


*  Lucma  was  the  Goddefs  to  whom  the  Women  in 
Child-bed  addrefled  themfelves  for  an  eafy  and  happy 
Delivery.  The  Form  of  invocating  this  Deity  was  ufually 
in  thefe  Words ;  Lucma  fer  opeml  Help,  0  Lucina! 
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jnade  upon  his  Condud  and  Politicks,  and 
which  are  come  down  to  us,  there  is  fome 
Allufion  to  his  great  Head,  which  they  of- 
ten obferve  had  but  little  in  it:  In  thefe 
Jefts,  in  the  Greek,  there  is  what  the  French 
pall  a  Jeu  de  Mots^  an  Allufion  to  the  Word 
xetpttAn,  or  jca'p,  an  Head,  which  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  preferve  in  any  Translation. 

IT  would  be  too  tedious  to  mention  all  the 
bitter  Things  that  were  faid  of  him  by  fever 
ral  Athenian  Writers.  The  Comick  Poets 
brought  him  upon  the  Stage  in  almoft  every 
Play;  and  made  no  Scruple  to  expole  his 
ridiculous  Schemes  and  'Politicks  in  the  Man- 
ner they  defer  ved.  Her  miff  us,  in  a  Copy  of 
Lyrick  Verfes,  bitterly  upbraids  him  for 
Tying  up  the  Hands  of  his  Countrymen,  and 
forcing  them  to  Jit  flill^  while  they  were 
infulted  and  robbed  by  their  Neighbours. 
He  addrefles  himfelf  to  the  Pacifick  Stated 
man  after  this  Manner;  Why,  O  King  of 
*  Satyrs,  art  thou  afraid  to  unfoeath  the 

Sword  ! 


*  Her  miff  us  called  him  the  King  of  Satyrs,  from  his 
Lufl  :   He  is  reported  by  the  Help  of  his  Money,  and 


the  Virtuous  Afyajia    to  have  had  fome  of  the  fineft 
Women  in  Athens. 
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Sword!  All  thy  Valour  feems  to  lie  in  thy 
Tongue :  To  hear  thee  talk  with  fo  confum- 
mate  an  Affiirance,  andfo  much  Intrepidity^ 
a  Man  would  imagine  thon  hadft  as  much 
Courage  as  *  Teles  himfelf^  whilft^  in  Reality, 
thou  trembleft  at  the  Sight  of  a  naked  Sword: 
Thy  mean  Soul  judders  at  the  Thoughts  of 
War.,  though  the  Valiant  f  Cleon  endea- 
vours daily  to  rou&e  thee  up,  and  is  impa- 
tient to  be  in  Arms^  and  to  revenge  the 
Wrongs  of  his  injured  Country- 

PERICLES,  however  nettled,  was  forced 
to  "hear  all  thefe  fevere  Truths  ;  and  though 
he  had  abolifhed  the  Power  of  the  Areopa- 
gites^  the  moft  venerable  Council  and  Tri- 
bunal in  the  World,  though  he  had  fub- 
verted  the  Athenian  Constitution^  and  tram- 
pled upon  their  Liberties^  he  never  durft 
proceed  to  the  laft  Degree  of  Tyranny,  and 
Attempt  the  laying  a  Reftraint  upon  their 
Pens.  He  was  probably  afraid  they  would 
never  have  endured  to  lee  themfeives  made 

fuch 


*  A  Man  famous  for  his  perfonal  Courage, 
f  This   Cleon  came  at  Jaft  to  be   General  of  the 
Athenians. 
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fuch  abfolute  and  compleat  Slaves  in  the 
Eyes  of  all  Greece  >  and  therefore  would 
not  take  from  them  this  Shadow  of  their  an- 
cient Liberty,  for  fear  of  provoking  them 
to  the  moft  dejferate  and  violent  Meafures. 

CLEON  and  Alcibiades  were  afterwards,  in 
the  Height  of  their  Power,  treated  in  the 
fame  free  Manner  by  the  Athenian  Wits 
and  Writers.  Their  Vices  and  ill  Conduct, 
as  they  related  to  the  Tublick,  were  expofed 
on  the  'Publick  Stage  by  Ariftofhanesy  and 
others* 

IF  your  Majefty  fliould  infer  from  what 
I  have  faid,  that  the  Athenians  were  an  un- 
polite  ill-judging  Audience,  and  that  they 
encouraged  the  utmoft  Licentioufnefs  in  their 
Dramatick  Writers ;  I  beg  leave  to  tell  your 
Majefty  two  ftiort  Stories,  which  may  pof- 
fibly  alter  your  Opinion, 

AN  Athenian  Poet,  drawing  the  Character 
of  an  avaricious  and  rapacious  Man  in  one 
of  his  Plays,  had  made  him  fay,  that  He 
valued  his  Money  more  than  his  Country  or 
bis  Friends.  The  Athenians  were  fo  ftruck 

with 


with  Horror  at  this  Sentiment,  that  to 
their  DHpleafure,   the  whole  Audience  irii- 
mediately   rofe   up,   and   refolved  to   leave 
the  Theatre ;  when  the  Author  of  the  Play, 
\frho  was  behind  the  Scenes,  came  out  upon 
the  Stage  and  told  them.  That  No  Body  could 
be  more  fenflble  than  htmfelf  of  the  Vile- 
nefs  of  that  Sentiment '3  at  which  they  had 
expreffed  their  'Dijlike  y   and  that  he  only 
entreated  they  would  flay  to  fee  that  Villain 
thoroughly  funifhed^    who   was  capable  of 
uttering  fuch  a  Sentence.    The  Audience 
were  prevailed  upon  by  this  handfome  Apo- 
logy to  take  their  Seats  again ;  and  law,  with 
great  Satisfa6tion,  full  ^Poetical  Juflice  exe- 
cuted upon  a  Wretch  who  had  broached  fuch 
a  Maxim,  as,  in  the  Opinion  of  this  wife 
People,  muft  be  deftrudive  to  any  Govern- 
ment. 

I  SHALL  give  one  Inftance  more  of  the 
Tafte  and  Judgment  of  an  Athenian  Au- 
dience. 

( <  ,  ,     i ""         T       j  ii 

AT   the  firft   Reprefentation  of  one   of 
jEfchilus*s  Plays,  the  Theatre  was  fo  crowd- 
ed, that  an  old  Gentleman  -vr ho  came  late, 
G  could 
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couldxget  no  Place.  He  buftled  about  for 
fome  Time  in  Search  of  one,  to  no  Purpofe, 
till  at  laft  he  came  to  the  moft  confpicuous 
Part  of  the  Theatre,  where  the  Lacedemo- 
nian Ambafladors  fat.  The  S far  tans  always 
paid  the  utmoft  RefpeS:  to  old  Men :  The 
AmbafTadors  therefore,  as  foon  as  ever  they 
faw  this  venerable  Athenian  coming  towards 
them,  rofe  up,  and  feated  him  between  them. 
The  Athenians^  though  this  Adion  feemed 
fufficiently  to  reflect  upon  their  own  Beha- 
viour, gave  their  Approbation  of  it  in  fuch 
a  Thunder  of  Applaufe,  that  the  A  dors 
upon  the  Stage  were  obliged  to  flop  for  fe- 
veral  Minutes,  before  they  could  proceed  in 
the  Play. 

IF  notwithstanding  what  I  faid,  your  Ma- 
jefty,  and  fome  of  my  Readers,  fliould  think 
the  Athenians  in  the  Wrong,  who,  though 
they  ihewed  their  Diflike  of  any  Thing  upon 
the  Stage,  which  was  deftrudive  to  Virtu? 
and  Liberty,  would  fit  with  Pleafure  to  hear 
the  Blunders  and  Vices  of  their  Statefmen 
expofed;  I  only  beg  leave  to  add,  that  I 
do  firmly  believe  there  were  as  Wife^  as 
Great,  and  as  Learned  Men  at  Athens,  as 

any 
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any  to  be  found  at  prefent,  within  the  good 
Cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter. 

HAVING  Ihewn  in  what  Manner  the  Athe- 
nians enjoyed  the  Liberty  of  the  *  frefs  ; 
let  us  fee  upon  what  Foot  it  flood  at  Rome ; 
and  how  far  the  Romans  were  allowed  either 
to  ffeak  or  write  their  real  Sentiments  of 
Men  and  Things. 

THE  great  Cato,  who,  moft  People  feem 
to  think  had  pretty  juft  Notions  about  Free*- 
dom  and  Liberty y  wrote  a  moft  fevere  Satire 
in  lambick  Verfe  againft  Metellus  ScifiOj 
upon  the  Account  of  a  private  Injury  he  re- 
ceived from  him :  We  are  told  that  Cato's 
Verfes  equalled  even  thole  of  f  Archilochus. 

CICERO 


*  I  hope  I  need  not  tell  any  learned  Criticks,  that  I 
know  when  Printing  was  firft  invented,  or  ufed  in  Eu- 
rope-,  notwithftanding  which,  I  prefume  to  call  the  Li- 
berty of  Men's  fpeaking,  writing,  and  publifhing  their 
Thoughts,  The  Liberty  of  the  Prefs. 

f  Archilochm  firft  invented  this  lambick  Verfe,  ex- 
treamly  proper  for  Satire  ;  and  with  which  he  made 
Lycawbes  hang  himfelf :  From  whence  Ovid,  when  he 
threatens  his  Enemy  Ibis,  that  he  will  write  againft  him 
in  lambicks,  fays, 

T'infia  Lycatnbrto  f  anguine  ula  feram. 
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CICERO  wrote  an  high  Panegyrick  upon 
Cato,  under  the  Di&atorfhip  of  Ctffar :  A 
Panegyrick  upon  Qato^  was  the  feyereft  Sa- 
tire upon  C#fary  whofe  Meafures  Cato  had 
conftantly  oppofed.  Ctefar  took  it  in  this 
Light :  But  though  he  was  ablblute  Matter 
of  Rome.,  refented  it  no  otherwife,  than  by 
writing  a  large  and  diftind  Anfwer  to  it> 
which  he  began  with  telling  his  Readers,  that 
He  hoped  they  would  not  exped  the  fame  Ac- 
curacy of  Stile  from  a  Soldier,  as  from  a 
Man  who  had  made  Eloquence  his  chief 
Study,  and  was  fo  famous  for  excelling  in 
it.  This  Apology  was  extreamly  artful, 
though  C<efar^  in  Reality,  had  lefs  Occafion 
to  make  ufe  of  it,  than  any  one  Man  in  all 
Rome. 

ON  the  very  Day  of  his  Triumph,  and  as 
he   was  riding  in   State  to  the  Capitol,  his 
own  Soldiers  took  the  Liberty  to  fing  under 
his  Nofe,  Romani,  cavete  uxores,  woechum 
cafoum  adducimus.     Romans,  take  care  of 
your  Wives  ;  we  bring  you  home  the  bald. 
Adulterer.     This  was  reproaching  him,  in 
the  fame  Breath,  with  that  Vice  he  was  moft 
[  M  ]  addicted 
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addi&ed  to,  and  with  a  fort  of  'Deformity 
which  he  carefully  endeavoured  to  conceal. 
'Tis  well  known,  that  he  received  no  Honour 
the  Senate  decreed  him  with  more  Pleafure, 
than  when  they  allowed  him  conftantly  to 
wear  a  Wreath  of  Laurel,  which  covered 
that  Baldnefs  his  Intenfe  Thinking  had  pro- 
bably brought  upon  him,  fooner  than  it  ufu- 
ally  came  upon  other  Men* 

AN  Aftion  of  one  of  Auguftus's  Soldiers, 
is  a  Proof  of  that  fturdy  Liberty  which  the 
Romans  kept  up  under  every  one  of  their 
Emperors,  who  was  not  a  down-right  Ty- 
rant.    Auguftus^  in  one  of  his  Camps,  was 
terribly    difturbed    every     Night    by    the 
Noife  of  a  Screech-Owl,   that   flew    about 
his  Tent.     He  ordered  it  to  be  publifhed, 
that  if  any  of  the  Soldiers  could  catch  this 
troublefome  Creature,  he   fliould  be  hand- 
Ibmely  rewarded.  A  dexterous  Fellow  found 
out  a  Way  to  take  the  Owl,  and  carried  it  to 
the  Emperor's  Pavilion.     It  feems,  the  Re- 
ward fent  him  was  much  lefs  than  he  ex- 
pe&ed.  The  Fellow,  without  faying  a  Word, 
let  his  Owl  loofe  again  j  and  the  Emperor 
was  entertained  at  Night,  with  his  ufual  Se- 
renade. 
• 
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f  enade.  Augtiflus  was  ib  far  from  being  an- 
gry at  the  Fellow's  Bluntnefs,  that  he  or- 
dered him  a  good  Sum  of  Money ;  and  ever 
after,  when  he  rewarded  Mens  Services,  re- 
membered he  was  Emperor  of  Rome. 

SENECA  wrote  a  very  fevere  Satire  againft 
the  Emperor  Claudius^  for  having  unjuftly 
baniflied  him. 

0  N  E  of  the  beft  and  greateft  of  all  the 
Roman  Emperors  *  being  informed,  that  a 
Satire  was  published  againft  him,  and  per- 
fnaded  to  punifli  the  Author ;  By  no  means, 
(fays  he  :)  If  what  the  Gentleman  has  wrote 
is  falfe  and  groundless  ^  It  will  do  me  no 
harm  y  if  it  be  true,  I /ball  know  how  to  a- 
mend  my  Errors  by  it. 

1  N  the  latter  Times  of  the  Rgman  Em- 
pire,   when    Chriftianity  got    Ground,    the 
Liberty  of  the  Trefs  was  carried  to  a  greater 
Height  than  ever  ;     An  indifcreet  Zeal  for 
Religion,    made  fbme  Men  of  weak  Heads 
abufe  their  Emperors  in  the  moft  grofs  and 
fcurrilous  Terms,  without  either  Wit,  Truth, 
or  Decency.  [  M  x  ]  ST. 

*  Marcus  Antoninus. 


-.^  tjui'.V:'*-^  $^$\   ^v^H*f 
ST.  Hilary i  ofPoiflieWi  wrote  againft  the 
oyjtafytiujy  W  %h  language,  as 
Poster  would  fcorri  {o  r^ke  ufe  of. 

^iDfn  b?iV>; « v£<xfxs»  *  '-^v 

GREGORT  Nazianzen  treats  the  Em- 
peror Julitw  in  the  fapip  Manner.    It  ap- 
pear$  from  the  b,eft  A^thQrities,   that  Ju- 
lian was  guilty  of  no  notorious  Crime,  he- 
lides  his   quitting    the  Chriftian    Religion, 
wh\ich    he  never  fi^erely  profefsM.     This 
^mperor  i^aid  yaft  ^at;^rai  Parts  j  was  l?arp.- 
ed,  vaiijant,  g^nei;9U$  aad  temperate  -,  ha<J  ^n 
i^a^^ried  ^pjpHcajt^p^  to  Bufin^A,  an  abfo- 
Ivit^  Command  o,y?r  his  ifaffions,  a  comely 
Perfon^  ^nd  ^metjhio^  ^trearnly  np^  in  h;s 
Aij  and  B^ehaYiqur*     Gregory  v^ote  t\yo  In- 
veftives  againft  him,    (tyhich  Qanqus  fays, 
he  publifhed  in  the  Emperor's  Life  Time,) 
and  in.  \^hich,  he   endeayoursi  to  pain*  his 
Prince  as  a  Mojifi;er,  bp^h  in  Body  and  Mind. 
TTtie  goo^,  Man  could  notj  lay  hi^  Emperor 
yras  either  hump-back'd,  or  crook-legg'd,  but 
h^  made  a  fliift  to  find  out  that  Julian 
ever  Coving  his.  Jlead,  that:  his  Eyes 
wandering,  his  ^90^3  furious,  and  the  Air  of 
bU  Face  full  of  Iijfoljenpe  :  From  which  IVferis 

Gregory 
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Gregory  fays,  that  As  foon  as  ever  he  faw 
him,  (they  ftudied  together  at  Athens})  he 
'was  Jiire  he  was  the  vileft  of  Men,  and 
would  never  come  to  any  Good.  He  then 
ufes  his  utmoft  Skill  to  expofe  and  ridicule 
all  his  Prince's  Speeches  and  Writings,  (which 
by- the- by,  moft  Men  of  Tafte  have  fince 
admired  ;  )  and  in  a  Word,  flicks  at  no  fort 
oFScurrility.  The  Emperor  made  no  Reply 
to  an  infinite  Number  of  Abufes  of  this  Kind, 
(which  he  met  with  almott  daily  from  fbme 
other  zealous  Chrhlians,  as  well  as  from  Gre- 
gory^) but  with  his  own  excellent  *Pen^  and 
by  a  mild  and  Jteady  Government.  His  great 
Soul  fcorned  to  have  Recourfe  to  Cruelty  or 
Violence •,  and  by  his  acting  in  this  Manner, 
he  has  given  a  moft  convincing  Proof,  how 
unjuftly  he  was  charged  with  every  Fault, 
except  his  Apoftacy.  How  far  he  was  guilty 
on  that  Head,  whether  he  acted  upon  world- 
ly Motives,  or  really  followed  the  Direction 
of  his  Reafon^  is  what  none  but  that  fupreme 
Being  who  knows  all  Things,  and  his  own 
Confcience,  could  fully  determine.  It  is,  I 
think,  allowed  by  the  greateffi  Divines  of  all 
Perfuafions,  that  A  Man  is  obliged  to  follow 
the  cDi£tatesy  even  of  an  erroneous  Confti- 
[  M  3  ]  I 
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I  SHALL  only  obferve,  that  the  Behaviour 
of  a  weak  and  a  guilty  Prince,  is  moft  com- 
monly  extreamly  different  from  the  Emperor 
Julian's.  'When  Luther  fell  fo  fmartly  up- 
on that  filly  Book  which  Harry  the  -Eighth 
wrote  againft  him,  and  when  Cardinal  fool 
loon  after  expofed  the  Cruelties,  Raf'me^  and 
Injujlice  of  this  wicked  King,  in  their  true 
Colours,  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  either  of 
theie  two  Authors,  would  have  pafled  his 
Time  but  very  indifferently,  if  our  English 
Tyrant  could  have  laid  his  Hands  upon 
him. 

'fe^:5    HlpiJjH^ 

THOUGH  I  have  Ihewn  in  what  Manner 
the  Roman  Emperors  were  adually  treated, 
I  am  far  from  juilifying  fuch  Behaviour  in 
Subjects  toxvards  their  Iiince.  The  Name 
and  *Perfon  of  a  Prince  ought  to  be  regarded 
as  Things  Jacred  by  all  his  Subjects.  A 
King  is  of  no  Tarty.  He  is  the  common  Fa- 
ther of  all  his  People  :  It  is  his  Duty,  Tar- 
cere  Subjects  •,  ft?  TjvbellareSuperbos.  I  am 
very  well  pleafed  with  the  Maxim  in  our  \ 
English  Law,  That  The  King  himfelf  can", 
do  no  ivrong\  but  fliould  this  Rule  be  ex- 

teqded 
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tended  to  his  Minifters^  we  might  prate  a- 
bout  Freedom^  and  brag  of  our  Liberties ; 
but  there  would  not  be  in  all  Europe^  a 
Nation  of  more  abjeEt  and  ridiculous  Slaves. 

IT  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  Emperor 
Julian  fhewed  an  uncommon  Greatnefs  of 
Mind,  in  pardoning  the  continued  Infolence 
and  Scurrilities  of  thofe  Enthufiafts,  who, 
perhaps,  were  in  themfelves  honeft  and  good 
Men,  and  might  fancy  they  were  ferving 
Godj  while  they  were  abufing  their  fritice. 
It  is  probable  the  Emperor  looked  upon 
their  Proceedings  with  a  generous  Pity  and 
Contempt,  imagining  veryjuftly,  that  fuch 
outragious  Railings,  could  do  his  Character 
no  Injury  with  Men  of  Senfe  and  Judgment. 
And  here  it  cannot  be  improper  to  obferve, 
that  any  Author  who  in  his  Writings  has 
no  manner  of  Regard  to  Truth^  and  breaks 
through  the  eftabliihed  Rules  of  ^Decency  and 
good Manners^  will  do  himfelf  much  more  harm 
than  the  Perfon,  or  Perfons,  he  writes  againft, 
A  Reader  muft  be  extreamly  dull,  who  is  not 
able  to  diftinguifh  Truth  from  'Pajfion,  and 
Reafon  from  Refentment. 

[M4]  I 
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I  HAVE  already  declared  my  Opinion*,  that 
the  Names  and  Terfons  of  Kings  ought  to  be 
looked  upon  as  Things  fitcred  by  all  theft 
Subjects :  Yet  even  Princes  themfelves  would 
do  well  to  remember,  that  this  profound  Re- 
Jpeft  and  Veneration^   which  is  paid  to  thei* 
Ter/bns  by  all  underftanding  Men,   neither 
can  nor  will  fubfift  after  they  are  dead.     It 
would  be  aboliftiing  all  Hiftory  at  once,  if 
the  Characters  and  Adions  of  Princes,   af- 
ter their  Deceafe,  were  not  to  be  fairly  ex- 
amined, and  faithfully  related.    Even  thofe 
of  their  own  Family^  if  they  are  Perfons  of 
good  Senfe,  cannot  take  this  Liberty  amils 
in  a  Writer.   Our  late  excellent  Queen  Mary 
gave  a  remarkable  Inftance  of  What  I  atn 
faying. 

^^WfW^u^T:MVH  fhrHf  r          -V 
TWAT  adfhifable  Princefs,  was  one  Day 
asking  a  learned  Prelate,  If  he  knew  why 
King  James,  her  Father,  was  Jo  highly  tft- 
ngaitojt  MonfaUr  Jurieu  ?  The  Bifhop 
,  That  He  conceited  it  was  for  forte 
Sttiries  which  Monfanr  Jurieu  had  inferitd 
in  his  Writings  about  Mary  <j}ueen  vf  Scots; 
and  which  caft  an  high  Reflettian  upon  all 
R  who 
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who  were  defcended  from  her.  The  Queen 
immediately  replied,  It  is  Monjieur  JurieuV 
Bufinejs  to  fuffort  the  Caufe  he  has  under- 
taken, and  to  expofe  thofe  that  perfecuted 
it :  If  what  he  fays  0/Mary  Ghteen  of  Scots 
is  really  true,  Monfaur  Jutieu  is  toot  to  be 
blamed  for  making  as  much  ufe  of  it  as  he  can. 
She  immediately  added,  IfTrinces  will  do 
ill  Things,  the  World  will  take  Revenge  of 
their  Memory,  if  they  cannot  reach  their 
'Perfons :  This  is  the  leafl  they  tnttfl  expert  for 
their  Inhumanity,  and  for  making  fuch  Mul- 
titudes of  Teople  miferable  while  they  live. 

WHAT  this  excellent  Queen  obferved 
does  indeed  always  happen:  Suetonius 
wrote  the  Lives  of  the  Roman  Emperors, 
with  the  fame  Freedom  they  led  them.  Our 
James  the  Firft  lived  furrounded  with  Sy- 
cophants, and  a  Set  of  worthlefs  Creatures ; 
and  we  now  fee  with  what  Contempt  and 
Indignation,  every  Man  of  Senfe  or  Read- 
ing mentions  his  Name.  His  murdering  Sir 
Walter  Raitileigh,  (as  great  and  univerfal  a 
Genius,  as  not  only  England,  but  perhaps  any 
other  Nation  evef  produced)  is  juftly  looked 
Upon  as  fuch  a  Complication  of  Bafenefs 

and 
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and  Cruelty^  as  can  hardly  be  paralleled.  It 
were,  indeed,  to  be  wilhed,  that  the  Murder 
of  this  great  Man  (no  lefs  a  Scandal  to  Eng- 
land, than  that  of  Socrates  to  Athens}  could 
be  blotted  out  of  the  British  Hiftoiy.  It 
were  to  be  wilhed  his  Trial  was  not  ftlll  ex- 
tant, which  no  body  can  perufe  without  Hor- 
ror ;  and  at  which  Coke,  that  Oracle  of  the 
Law,  as  fome  Men  call  him,  gave  the  clear- 
eft  Demonftration  of  his  being  a  moft  aban- 
doned Trojlitute. 

>q  r;j  3  3$?*  m.i  0,1  •  bs>w^il^.  tfx$ .  r^iCjAft ».  -\^ 
FROM  what  has  been  obferved,  it  is  very 

certain,  that  nothing  could  make  Princes  a 
fufficient  Amends  for  that  Severity  with  which 
they  are  fure  to  have  their  Adions  canvafled 
after  their  Death,  but  the  having  it  every 
Day  in  their  Power,,  while  they  live,  tx>  do 
fiich  Adions  as  would  render  their  Memo- 
ries truly  glorious  and  immortal. 

I  HAVE  already  taken  notice,  in  my  Intro- 
duttion,  that  the  Chinefe  are  ailow'd  to  ex-ij 
eel  all  other  People  in  the  Art  of  Govern-in 
merit.     In  China  the  Emperor  is  ablblute  : 
There  are  only  two  Things  he  is  obliged  to 
fubmit  to,  and  which  the  Chinefe  think,  if 

he 
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he  has  the  leaft  grain  of  Virtue,  Honour, 
or  Generofity,  will  be  a  fufficient  Check  up- 
on all  his  Aftions.  He  is  fure  to  hear  of 
his  Faults  while  he  is  alive,  and  to  have 
them  recorded  in  Hiftory  after  his  Death. 

I  HAVE  obferved,  that  in  China  no  Man 
is  a  Gentleman  by  his  Birth,  but  that  the" 
Mandarines,  or  Gentlemen,  become  fuch  by 
their  own  "Parts  and  Learning.  Thefe  Man- 
darines, by  a  fundamental  Law  of  the  Cbl- 
nefe  Empire,  are  allowed  to  tell  the  Empe- 
ror, in  refpe&ful,  yet  in  plain  Terms,  what- 
ever they  think  is  amifs  in  his  Conduct ;  and 
we  are  allured,  that  whenever  they  think  the 
Honour  of  their  Trince,  or  the  Good  of  their 
Country,  makes  it  neceflary,  they  never  fail  to 
make  ufe  of  their  Privilege.  There  was  a  re- 
markable Inftance  of  this,  in  the  Reign  of  one  of 
their  Emperors,  who  was  a  proud  and  obfti- 
nate  Man.  This  Emperor's  Conduct,  in  a 
certain  Particular,  was  diredly  contrary  to 
the  Precepts  of  the  great  Confucius.  One 
of  the  wifeft  and  moft  learned  of  the  Man- 
darines hereupon  demanded  an  Audience; 
and  having  told  his  Prince  what  he  con- 
ceived was  wrong  in  his  Conduct,  he  ftiewed 

him? 
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him*  with  great  ftrtngth  of  Reafoti,  thfr  ill 
Gonfeguences  which  would  probably  attend 
it.  The  Emperor,  \frho  was  not  df  an  Hu- 
mour to  think  he  could  be  in  the  Wrong, 
inftead  of  reforming  his  bWh  Cbhdu&j  or- 
dered the  Mandarine  to  be  put  to  Death  for 
his  Infolence.  The  next  Day  another  Man- 
darine demanded  ail  Audience ;  hfe  iiiade  the 
fame  Remonftrances  his  Predeteffor  had  done, 
and  met  with  the  faknb  Fate.  Upon  the 
third  Day  a  third  Mandarine  went  to  the 
Emperor :  To  ftiew  that  he  expected  to  die> 
but  that  he  willingly  devoted  himfelf  for  the 
'good  of  his  Country,  he  ordered  his  Herfe  to 
follow  him  iri  Mourning,  and  tb  wait  at  the 
Palace-Gate.  He  then  went  boldly  up  to  the 
Emperor  and  told  hirti,  that  If  be  di'd  not 
immediately  reform  his  Cdndnfl^  his  Reign 
would  affear  the  mofl  fbamefnl  to  future 
jfgesj  of  any  yet  recorded  in  the  Chronicles 
of  China.  The  Emperor  incenfed  at  this  Be- 
haviour^  not  orlly  put  him  to  Death,  but  or- 
deted  him  td  expire  under  the  rndft  e^quifite 
Tortured 

tuij  cr  -'  ;md^-vv!r .:••.. :  ^r./>  ?.irli 

T  rt  fe    Mandarines    upon     this     afferti- 
bled  in  a  Body  :    They  came  te  a  generbtis 

Refolution5 
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Refolution,  that  whatever  was  the  Confe- 
quence,  they  would  not  fee  their  Prince  per- 
fift  in  a  Conduct   which  would  be  a   2)//^ 
grace  to  himfelf,    and  was  contrary  to  the 
Maxims  and  "Policy  of  their  Government. 
They  determined  by  Lot,   what  Members 
of  their   Body    ftiould  go   next,   and  wait 
upon  the  Emperor.     Every  Man  as  the  Lot 
fell    upon    him  readily  went,    and  did  his 
Duty.     A  great  Number  of  them  were  put 
to  Death ;  but  at  laft,  the  Emperor's  Obfti- 
nacy  was  overcome.     He  not  only  reformed 
his  Conduct,   but  ordered  moft  magnificent 
Monuments,  at  a   vaft  Expence,  to  be  built 
over  the  Bodies  of  thofe  Mandarines  whom 
he  had  put  to  Death.     'Tis  true,  he  honour- 
ed  their  Memories  ;  but  all  the  Power  he 
was  poflefled  of  could  not    reftore  Life  to 
thofe  faithful  StibjeEts^    who  had  given  fo 
plain  a  Proof,  that  they  preferred  his  Ho» 
nour,and  the  Good  of *  their Country ',  to  every 
other  Confideration. 

THE   Behaviour  of  the  Mandarines  upon 
this  Occafion  was  exactly  conformable  to  the 
Precepts  and  Pra&ice  of  the  great  Confucius 
himfelf  j  who  never  failed,  as  Opportunity  of- 
fered, 
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fered,  to  tell  Princes  his  real  and  true  Senti* 
ments  of  their  Condud  and  Government ;  of 
which  I  will  give  one  Inftance. 

3jtti 

WE  are  told,  that  when  Confucius  was  a 
young  Man,  he  was  fo  feverely  perfecuted  by 
fome  ill  People  in  Power,  that  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  his  own  Country.  He  came  at  laft  to 
the  Court  of  a  Prince,  who  was  generally 
looked  upon  to  be  a  Man  of  great  Capacity. 
Confucius  was  received  with  open  Arms :  The 
King  laid  before  this  great  Statefman  the 
whole  Plan  of  his  Government ;  not,  perhaps, 
fo  much  with  a  real  Defign  to  ask  the  Ad- 
vice of  Confucius,  as  to  pleafe  his  own  Va- 
nity, by  having  the  Approbation  of  fb  wife 
and  learned  a  Politician.  Among  other  Things, 
he  one  Day  took  Confucius  with  him  to  Coun- 
cil, where  a  Point  of  Confequence  was 
to  be  determined.  The  King  opened  the 
Debate  himfelf,  with  great  Eloquence.  He 
ftated  the  Queilion  in  a  full  and  clear  Light. 
Having  mentioned  the  Conveniences  and  the 
Inconveniences  which  he  apprehended  were 
likely  to  arife  by  their  determining  of  it  ei- 
ther Way,  he  at  laft  gave  his  own  Judgment 
upon  the  Whole.  He  enforced  it  with  feve- 
G  ral 
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ral  Reafons;  and  concluded  with  defiring 
every  Member  of  his  Privy  Council  to  fpeak 
their  Opinions  with  the  utmofl  Freedom  upon 
this  important  Occafion. 

WHEN  the  King  had  done  fpeaking,  feve- 
ral  Members  of  the  Council  rofe  up  in  their 
Turns,    and  made  many  grave  and  learned 
Speeches ;  in  fome  of  which  they  ftrengthen'd 
his  Majefty's  Opinion,    by  feveral  Realbns 
which  had  not  occurred  to  himfelf ;    fo  that 
the  Affair  was  fettled   with  the   unanimous 
Approbation  of  the   whole  Board.     When 
this  venerable  Alfembly  was  broke  up,  the 
King,  taking  Confucius  into  his  Clofet,  con- 
jured him  to  tell  him  how  he  liked  his  Me- 
thod of  debating  Affairs  of  Confequence  in 
Council.     &>v,  fays  Confitciusy  I  cannot  well 
judge  of  that,  becaufe  I  have  not  yet  been  at 
a  Council.      The  King  preffed  him  to  tell 
what  he  meant  by  talking  in  that  Manner. 
I  have  heard  your  Majefty,  fays  Confucius , 
{hew  a  great  deal  of  Wit  and  Eloquence  y  but 
you  are  very  little  acquainted  with  Mankind, 
if  you  can  imagine  that  your  Courtiers  will 
not  rather  chufe  to  Jpeak  what  they  know  if 
agreeable  to  you -,  than  what  they  really  think. 
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If  your  Majefty  would  have  known  the  true 
Sentiments  of  your  Cowicihyw  ought  to  have 
concealed  your  own.  He  then  Ibewed  the 
King  that  the  Refolutiou  he  h^d  juft  before 
taken  was  wrong,  and  extreamly  prejudicial 
to  the  Good  of  his  Kingdom.  He  went  ftill 
farther ;  He  demonftrajed  to  him ,  that  fe veral 
of  his  great  Officers  could  have  informed  him 
of  feverai  Matters  of  Faff,  which  they  chpfe 
to  fay  nothing  of,  after  his  Majefty  had  gi- 
yen  his  Opinion.  The  King,  though  his  Jfa- 
mty  was  not  a  little  mortified  by  this  Bi£ 
courfe,  yet,  as  he  w^s  reailly  a  Man  of  a  fine 
^nderftanding,  and  had  no  other  Fault  but 
Vanity ',  entertained  an  high  ^fteem  for  Con- 
fucius.  He  nox^f  not  only  asked  his  Advice 
upon  all  Occasions,  but  fofto\ved.  it  too  in 
good  Earneft ;  and,  \ye  ai;e  affured,  rendered 
his  Kingdom  in  a  fliort  Time  the  Enity  and 
*Dread  of  all  the  neighbouring  States. 

THE  Chinefe  Emperors  ha,ve  ftill  another 
Check  upon  their  A&ions ;  which  is  looked 
upon  to  be  of  \bsfirongeft  Kmd^  if  they  have 
but  the  leaft  Senfe  of  Honour  or  Refutation. 
Thirty  Mandarines  ^re  appointed  to  keep  an 
exact  and  daily  Account  of  all  the  Emperor's 

Actions. 
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Adions.     Each  of  thefe  Mandarines  has  a 
conftant  Accefs  to  the  Palace,  and  fets  down 
not  only  the  Actions,  but  the  very  Words  of 
the  Emperor,  with  his  own  Reflections  upon 
them,  in   loofe  Pieces  of  Paper,  which  he 
thrufts  almoft  every   Day  through  a  fmall 
Crevice,  into  a  large  Iron  Cheft,   which  has 
thirty  different  Locks,    and   is   fet  afide  for 
that  Purpofe.    This  Cheft  is  never   opened 
during   the  Reign    of  that  Emperor  whofe 
Life  it  contains,  nor  while  any  of  his  Famu. 
ly  fit  upon  the  Throne  of  China.      When 
the  Crown  pafles  into  another  Family    the 
Cheft  is  opened,  and  all  thele  private  Me- 
moirs, wrote  by  Men  who  did  not  communi- 
cate their  Thoughts  to  one  another,  are  deli- 
vered into  the  Hands  of  fome  Mandarine 
who  is  remarkable  for  a  folid  Judgment  and 
a  fine  Stile.     The  Mandarine  from  thefe  le- 
veral  Memoirs  writes  the  Life  of  the  deceafed 
Emperor,  commends  or  cenfures  his  Aclions 
with  the  utmoft  Freedom  ;  and  his  Life  thus 
wrote,  is  added  to  the  Chronicles  of  China. 
The  Chinefe  have  not  the  lead  Notion  of 
hereditary  Right.    If  the  Emperor  has  feve- 
ral  Sons,  and  finds  the  youngeft  of  them  all 
to  have  the  beji  Capacity  ^  he  adopts  him  for 
[  N  ]  his 
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his  Succeffor  ;  and  we  are  affured,  that  his 
elder  Brothers,  who  live  like  private  Gentle- 
men, were  never  known  to  rebel  againft  him. 
If  an  Emperor  of  China  hats  no  Son  of  a 
Capacity  fit  to  govern  fo  vaft  an  Empire,  he 
makes  Choice  of  fome  other  Perfon  to  fucceed 
him;  from  a  firm  Belief,  that  he  cannot  do 
his  own  Children  a  greater  Kindnefs,   than 
to    prevent   their    appearing    in    that  high 
Station,  which  muft  render  their  *Defe£ts  vi- 
fible  to  all  the  World  ;  and  that  he  Ihould  be 
guilty  of  a  Crime,  the  Supreme  Gody  the  Al- 
mighty Cham  Ti  would  never  forgive,  if  he 
permitted  fo  many  Millions  of  People  to  be 
made  miferable  by  the  Weaknefs  and  Incafa- 
city  of  one  Man.     By  this  Means  the  Em- 
pire of  China  has  feldom  continued  long  in 
the  fame  Family  ;  and  this  Principle  of  the 
Chine  fe  Emperors,  is,  perhaps,  at  leaft  equal 
to  any  Thing  we  find  among  the  greateft 
Patriots  of  Greece  or  Rome. 


THE  Lives  of  the  Chmefe  Emperors 
being  compofed  from  a  great  Number  of 
Fa&s  fet  down  Day  by  Day,  in  the  Order 
they  happened,  with  Reflections  upon  each 
Fact,  run  pretty  much  after  this  Manner. 

-  On 

*" 


to  Cleomenes. 


— On  this  Ttay,  the  Emperor  con* 

eluded  a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Niuche  5 
byVertueof  which  ^  the  Province  of  China, 
which  Borders  upon  that  'Prince's  'Domini- 
ons^ .,  will  enjoy  for  the  future  a  conjlant 
andmoft  advantageous  Trade. 


This  *Day  he  gave  Audience  to 

fever al  Ambajfadors.     To  the  'Propofal  made 
him  by  the  Ambajfadors  from  the  Kingdom  of 
Tonqin,  he  returned  an  Anfwer  every  way 
agreeable  to  his  own  Ttignity ^    and  which 
foewed  he   was  perfectly  a  Mafter  of  this 
whole  Affair;    but  when   the   Ambajfador 
from  the  Emperor  of  Mufcovy  was  admit- 
ted>  who  was  fent  to  excufe  Jome  Actions 
which  had  lately  happened  on  the  Banks  of 
the  River  Yamour,  the  Northern  Bounda* 
ry  of  the  Empire  of  China,  our  Emperor's 
Paffion  and  Refentment  got  the  better  of  his 
Reafon.     He  faid  fever al  improper  Things^ 
and  gave  a  great  deal  of  Vain  to  all  his 
faithful  Mandarines   who  were  then  pre~ 
fent.     Nothing  can  be  faid  in  Excufe  of  his 
Behaviour,  but  that  he  conceived  his  Sub* 
jeffs  had  been  injured  in  their  Troperries^ 
[  N  2  ]  and 
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and  'were  in  feme  ^Danger  of  lojing  thofe  two 
'valuable  Branches  of  their  TRADE,  their 
PEARL-FISHING,  and  SABLE-HUNTING  ** 


This  *Day  the  Emperor  fublijhed 
a  mojl  excellent  Law,  to  regulate  the  'Pro- 
ceedings in  fever  al  Courts  of  Jujlice  \  and  to 
provide  ',  that  the  4/effbrs  of  bis  Revenue 
might  obferve  the  utmoft  Impartiality  _,  with 
regard  to  all  his  f  Subjects.  This  Law 
rendered  him  extreamly  dear  jaA  \  his 

77,;  r 
—  —  Ibis 


'People. 


*  There  were  formerly  fome  Difputes  between  the 
Emperor  of  Chma  and  the  Czar  of  Mujcoiy  upon  this 
Atfair  ;  but  npon  a  Treaty,  the  Czar  agreed  to  demo- 
lifli  all  his  Forts  upon  the  River  Tamour;  to  yield  up 
to  the  Chivefe  the  Right  of  Pearl-fi/hing,  and  Sable- 
hunting  in  the  adjacent  Country  ;  that  the  River  Ar* 
gun  fhould  be  efteemed  for  the  future  the  Boundary 
of  the  Chinefe  Empire,  and  the  Town  of  Argun,  the 
utmoft  Limits  of  his  own  Dominions  on  that  Side. 

f  Every  Subje&  in  Chma  has  an  Eftate  of  Inheri- 
tance iii  his  Lands,  and  does  not  hold  them  of  any 
Superior  Lord.  The  Emperor  may  levy  what  Taxes 
he  thinks  dr,  to  fupply  the  Neceilities  of  the  Govern* 
inent  ;  yet  there  is  an  ordinary  Tax  which  is  feldom 
exceeded,  and  does  not  amount  to  above  a  Tenth 
Part  of  the  Profits  of  Mens  Eiiates.  The  Emperor's 
yearly  Revenue  is  computed  to  be  about  Twenty-two 
Millions  Englifh  Money;  a  very  fmall  Sum,  if  we  con- 
fider  the  Extent  and  Riches  of  this  vaft  Empire  :  But 
the  Emperor  every  \Tear  exempts  fome  Provinces  from 

paying 
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,  and  the  Five  following 
the  Emperor  Jfent  wholly  among  his 
Women  :  In  all  this  Time  he  did  not  do  one 
great  or  generous  Attion.  When  he  appear- 
ed again  in  TubUck,  one  of  his  Mandarines 
took  the  Liberty  to  reprefent  to  him^  That 
though  his  private  Tleafures  were  very  fro- 
fer  to  unbend  and  refresh  his  Mindj  after 
the  Fatigue  of  Bnfmefs^  yet  if  he  fpent  fo 
much  Time  upon  them,  his  own  Reputation 
muji  fujfer  as  well  as  all  thofe  *People,  whofe 
Happinefs  depended  upon  his  Application 
to  the  ^Duties  of  his  high  Toft.  That  a  great 
Number  of  'Petitions  from  his  Subjects  lay 
before  him,  which,  by  the  Conltitution  of  the 
Empire,  he  was  obliged  to  read  *.  The  Em- 
[  N  3  ]  fer  or 

paying  any  Taxes  at  all.  A  Chine  ft,  who  has  any 
Eftate,  knows  what  he  is  to  pay,  and  is  obliged  under 
fevere  Penalties,  to  fend  or  carry  in  the  Emperor's 
Duties,  without  being  called  upon,  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Province  ;  fo  that  all  the  Expence  of  Collectors, 
Receivers,  and  a  vaft  Number  of  other  Officers,  em- 
ployed about  the  Royal  Revenue  in  mod  European 
Nations,  is  entirely  faved. 

*  We  are  allured  by  the  Milfionaries,  that  Peti- 
tions are  daily  prefented  to  the  Emperor  of  China ;  and 
that  by  the  CoxftitottioB  of  the  Empire,  he  is  obliged  to 
read  them  ;  fo  that  he  is  the  bztfieft,  as  well  as  the 
greateft  Man,  in  all  his  Dominions, 
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feror  was  fe  ft  ruck  with  this  Remonftrance, 
that  he  made  a  Vow.,  which  he  punctually 
kept,  not  to  fee  one  of  his  Favourite  Mif- 
treffes  again,  'till  he  had  read,  and  done 
Juftice,  upon  every  ^Petition  that  lay  before 
him. 


—  This  *Day  the  Emperor  fpent 

in  a  feleffi  Company  of  his  moft  Learned 
Mandarines :  Their  whole  Converfation 
ran  upon  the  frefent  State  of  the  Empire^ 
and  the  Political  Writings  0/*  Confucius ;  the 
Emperor  foewed  himjelf  a  perfect  Mafter  of 
thofe  Writings  \  and  from  fome thing  which 
was  ftarted  at  this  Converfation^  a  Refolu- 
'lion  was  formed,  which  proved  of  infinite 
Advantage  to  the  whole  Empire  of  China. 

This  'Day  the  Bell  that  demands 

Jujiice^  was  rung  out  by  a  Trade fman  in  the 
City.  The  Man,  according  to  Cuftom,  was 
immediately  fent  for  to  the  Talace,  and  had 
a  private  Audience  of  the  Emperor.  It  ap- 
peared  the  next  *Day,  that  this  poor  Traded 
man  had  made  his  Complaint  againft  Ly- 
cungz,  one  of  the  greatefl  Mandarines 

in  the  Empire,  for  an  horrid  Piece  of  In- 

•  /i  • 
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juftice  and  Oppreffion.     Lycungz,  who  was 

immenfely  rich,    and  whofe  Conference  ac- 

cufed  him,    ran   direffly  to  two   ^Perjbns^ 

who  he  fufpetted  would  be  called  upon  as 

Evidences,    and  gave  each  of  them  a  waft 

Bribe:  Bejides  thisjhe  poorTradefman,  who 

had  never  before  fpoke  to  an  Emperor,  told 

his  Story  very  aukwardly  ;  but  the  Emperor^ 

with  an  admirable  Sagacity  ^  took  a  Method, 

which  foon  let  him  into  the  Truth  of  the 

whole  Affair.    The  Trade  Jinan  had  a  mojl 

ample  Recompence  for  the  Injuries  he  had 

fuftained)  and  the  Mandarine  was  punifoed 

in  the  Manner  he  deferved. 

FOR  the  better  underftanding  this  lafl 
Article^  it  may  be  proper  I  fhould  acquaint 
your  Majefty,  that  in  the  Capital  City  of 
China^  there  is  a  Bell  *  hung  in  an  open 
Place  ;  and  if  the  meaneft  Subject  in  the 
Empire  conceives  himfelf  injured  by'a  Man  too 
great  for  him  to  contend  with  in  the  common 
Courts  of  Juftice,  he  may  at  any  Time  go 
[N4]  and 

*  The  Bells  in  China  are  of  a  Size  which  is  hardly 
credible  :  Their  Figure  is  almoft  a  Cylinder ;  and  we  are 
aflured,  by  fome  who  have  meafured  them,  that  there  are 
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and  ring  this  Bell,  or  caufe  it  to  be  rung} 
upon  which  he  is  immediately  conduced  by 
Officers,  appointed  for  that  Purpofe,  to  the 
Emferor  himfelf,  to  whom  he  tells  his  Cafe-> 
and  makes  his  Complaint  \ 


I  have  Ihewn  how  far  the  Liberty  of  the 

*Prefs  was  indulged  among   the  Athenians 

and  Romans,  and  that  it  is  at  this  Day  a  moft 

effential  Part  of  the  Conftitution  of  China, 

and  made  ufe  of  as  the  moft  certain  Check 

upon  the  Actions  of  the  greateft  Monarch  in 

the  World.     How  far  the  Emperors  of  China 

indulge  it  themfelves,    we  may  learn  from 

hence,  <vi&.  That  the  reverend  Fathers,  the 

Miffionaries,  who  are  fent  into  China  from 

Rome  and  France  to  propagate  the  Gofpel, 

have  full  Leave  given  them   to  print  and 

publifh  whatever  Books  they  conceive  moft 

likely  to  make  Convert  s\  though  all  fuch 

Books 


at  Pekm  feven  Bells,  which  were  caft  about  three  hun- 
dred Years  fince,  and 'weigh  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  Pounds  each.  They  are  eleven  Foot  wide,  forty 
Foot  roundj  and  twelve  Foot  high,  bdides  the  Ear, 
which  is  at  lead  three  Foot  high ;  fo  that  each  of  thefe 
Bells  is  above  twice  as  heavy  as  that  at  ILrfort,  which 
Kircher  affirms  to  be  the  biggeft  in  the  World.  The  Cbt- 
veft  had  Belh)  and  the  Ufe  of  the  Compafs,  as  well  as 
^Printing  and  Gnu-Powder^  long  before  the  European*. 
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Books  are  in  direft  Oppolition  to  the  Reli- 
gion which  has  been  profefied  in  China  for 
fbme  thoufands  of  Years.  It  is  almoft  incre- 
dible to  conceive  what  Pains  the  Miffionaries 
have  taken  to  make  themfelves  Matters  of 
the  Chinefe  Language  and  Learning,  lince 
they  have  obtained  fo  generous  a  Permiffion 
to  exert  all  their  Talents,  and  do  their  beft. 
What  Succefs  they  have  met  with  is  not  Ib 
certain:  Their  own  Relations  have  been  a 
little  fufpe&ed,  and  we  have  had  different 
Accounts  of  this  Affair.  Some  fay  that  the 
Miffionaries  have  really  made  a  great  Num- 
ber of  Profelytes  to  Chriftianity  :  Others  at 
fert,  That  the  Fathers  have  met  their  Con- 
verts half  Way ;  and  that  they  themfelves  in 
China  profefs  a  mixed  Sort  of  Religion,  part- 
ly Chrtftian^  and  partly  Chinefe.  This 
Charge  againft  them  has  made  fome  Noife, 
and  palTed  under  an  Examination  at  *  Rome. 

It 


*  This  Affair  gave  Occafion  to  that  famous  Decree 
of  the  Pope's,  which  was  publifhed  in  the  Year  1707. 
by  Cardinal  De  Tournon,  his  Holinefs's  Vicar  in  China, 
and  by  which  I  think  it  appears,  that  the  reverend  Fa- 
then,  the  Jefuits,  had  been  pretty  complaifant  to  their 
Chinefe  Converts ;  notwithflanding  which,  I  cannot  find 
that  any  of  the  Mandarines  were  in  the  Number  of  their 
Profelytes. 
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It  is  certain  that  the  Emperors  o£China>  who, 

as  it  has  been  obferved,   are  Men  of  great 

Abilities  and   Learning,    have   condefcend- 

ed    to    hear  with    Candour    and  Patience 

whatever  the  reverend  Fathers  thought  pro- 

per  to  urge  in  Favour  of  Chriftianity  j    and 

that,  though  they  have  not  been  converted, 

they  have  given  the  moft  generous  Marks  of 

their  Efteem  for  ti\z  per fonal  Accomplishments 

and  good  Qualities  of  thefe  learned  Men.  * 

They  have  caufed  themfelves  to  be  inftrufted 

by  them  very  exacftly,  and  with  a  great  deal 

of  Pleafure  in  the  Science  of   Aftronomy ; 

in  feveral  Parts  of  which,    by  the  Help  of 

fome  late  Difcoveries3  the  Europeans  excel 

the  Cbinefe. 

:*Vvj   yki£*u£*ij:>;  ;u  •      riw  v^. 
LET  us  now  fee  upon  what  Foot  the  Li- 
berty of  the  Trefs  has  flood  in  England.    I 
am  forry  I  muft  lay,  that  we  ftiall  find  the 
moft  execrable  Cruelties   and  Murders  have 
been  committed  in  fome  Reigns,    for  Books 
that  have  been  interpreted  into  Libels  againft 
v* 8  the 


*  Father  Adam,  Verbieft^  and  Garbillov,  Gentlemen 
of  good  Senfc  and  great  Learning,  were  mighty  Favou- 
rites at  the  Court  of  China. 
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the  Churchy  or  Libels  againft  the  State,  and 
fometimes  even  for  Words  fpoke  in  private 
Converfation,  or  for  profefling  fome  particu- 
lar Tenet  or  Opinion.     Barbarities  of  this 
Kind  may  poffibly  feem    agreeable  enough 
to  the  Spirit  of  Popery,  and  the  Doftrine  of 
the   Inqiufition ;    but    we   muft  own    with 
Shame  and  Confufion,  that  as  foon  as   the' 
Proteftants  got  into  Power,   they  began  to 
exercife  thofe  very  Cruelties   they  had  fb 
loudly  exclaimed  againft  in  the  Roman  Catho- 
licks.     While  we  are  reading  the  Account  of 
Cranmer's  Execution,  our  Pity  towards  him 
is  a  little  abated,  when  we  refled,   that  he 
himfelf,  but  a  few  Years  before,    had  mur- 
dered a  poor  innocent  filly  Woman,  and  a  Fo- 
reigner who  was  remarkably  honeft  and  de- 
vout.    The  Archbiftiop  caufed  thefe  two  un- 
happy Perfons  to  be  burnt  alive  in  Smith- 
field.     There  are  many  ftill  living,  who  re- 
member when  fbme  of  the  nobleft  Blood  in 
England  was  fhed,  for  only  writing  a  fpecu- 
lative  Dilcourfe  upon  Government.      It  is 
true,  that    after  the  Revolution,  this  Fad, 
committed  with  the  utmoft  Solemnity ,    and 
under  the  Mask  of  fublick  Juftice^  was  cal- 
led by  its  true  Name,  and  declared  to  be 
R  an 
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an  *  execrable  Murder,  in  which  every  Bo- 
dy obfcrved  that  the  Judge  had  a&ed  a  much 
more  infamous  Part  than  the  Hangman,     At 
length  an  honeft  and  neceflary  Petition  ?pre- 
fented  to  a  King  ofEnglandby  feven  Bifhops, 
who  deferved  that  Title,  came  to  t>e  called  a 
Libel  j    and  the  Nation  faw   with  Horror, 
that  fome  Perfbns,  who  were  obliged  by  a 
folemn  Oath  to  defend  the  Liberties  of  the 
People,  were  very  ready  to  have  interpret- 
ed it  into  one.     The  Prefs  was  now  reftrained, 
and  two  or  three  wicked  Minifters  were  firm- 
ly refolved,  that  their  ill-advifed  King,  and 
the  wretched  Nation,   ftipuld  read  nothing 
in  Print  ?  but  weekly  Panegyricks  upon  them* 
felves  and  their  Proceedings.     So  bare-faced 
a  Tyranny  made  fome  of  the  cooleft  and  beft 
Heads  in  England  come  into   the  Revolu- 
tion,  and  concur  in  dethroning  a  Prince,  to 
whom  themfelves  or  their  Families  had  great 
Obligations,  and  who,  it  muft  be  confefled,  had 
fame  good  Qualities, which  (if  he  had  not  been 
put  upon  thefe  cruel  and  arbitrary  Proceed- 
ings) feemed  deligned  by  Providence  to  have 
made  his  Reign  glorious,  and  this  Bland  great 
V^ ^  and 

*  Algernon  Sidney's  Attainder  was  rpverfed  after  the 
Revolution. 


to  Cleomenes.        180 

u<  *« 

and  happy.  But  thefe  were  all  effaced  by  his  u- 
fing  us  like  Slaves ;  and  many  of  his  Subje&s  of 
the  beft  Senfe,  and  the  greateft  Capacities,  con- 
fpired  againft  him,  though  they  could  not  but 
fbrefee  riiahy  Inconveniencies  that  muft  hap- 
pen from  their  calling  in  a  Foreign  Prince  and 
what  a  fea  of  Blood,  and  immenfe  Treafuresy 
it  would  probably  coft  their  unhappy  Coun- 
try, to  fupport  that  Revolution  they  were 
then  aiming  at.    Upon  the  Revolution,  the 
Reftraint  upon  the  Pre/s  was  taken  off;  but 
the  Liberty  of  the  frefe  was  not  provided 
for,  in  fo  effectual  a  Manner,  as  moft  People 
expeded.    I  take  the  Reafon  to  have  been 
this :  «Dur  Deliverer,  King  William^  had  fome 
Perfons  about  him,  who  were  endeavouring  to 
raife  vaft  Fortunes  at  the  Expence  of  this 
unhappy  Nation.    The  Liberty  of  the  Trefs 
is  the  moft  unlucky  Scourge  that  hangs  over 
the  Heads  of  fuch  People :  It  is  not  their  Inte- 
reft  to  have  the  Tublick  put  upon  obferving 
their  Condutt\  and  they  are  conftantly  afraid, 
that  the   King  their  Mafter  may  come  to 
know  fuch  Truths  from  the  Prefs,  as  few 
Courtiers  would  have  either  the  Honefty,  or 
the  Courage  to  tell  him.     I  take  this  to  have 
been  the  true  Reafon,  why  the  Liberty  of 

the 
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the  Trefs  was  not  put  upon  fo  of  en  and  ge~ 
nerous  a  Foot  after  the  Revolution,  as  moft 
Men  thought  it  would  have  been,  in  a  Na- 
tion that  talked  fo  much"  of  Freedom  :,  and 
which  had  juft  taken  fo  terrible  a  Lea£>  in 
order  to  preferve  it.  But  though  many  wife 
Men  think  fome  fort  of  Proceedings  ftill 
fmell  too  ftrongly  of  the  Star-Chamber, 
though  there  have  been  fbme  Cafes  fince  the 
Revolution,  which  have  made  moft  thinking 
People  ftiake  their  Heads  j  it  muft  be  con- 
fefled,  that  there  have  not  been  fo  many 
Murders  and  Robberies  committed,  under  the 
Mask  of  Jultice,  as  there  were  before  :  It 
muft  be  allowed,  that  our  Judges  have  not 
been  fo  very  ready  tojtrain  and  mijinterfret 
the  LaWj  that  they  might  reach  the  Life 
or  Eflate  of  any  Man,  whom  a  corrupt  and 
wicked  Minifter  Ihould  happen  to  frown 
upon, 

IT  is  oneofTkeofhraftus's  Sayings,  which 
is  left  upon  Record  ;  That  it  is  but  a  fhort- 
livcd  Falfehood^  which  is  raifed  by  Envy 
and  'Defamation.  1  muft  own,  I  have  ever 
thought,  with  fome  of  the  beft  and  greateft 
Men,  that  any  Libel,  or  Report,  which  is 

really 
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really  fal/e  *&&  groundlefs,  muft  turn  to  the 
Advantage  of  that  Perfon  it  was  defigned  to 
hurt,  and  to  the  Confufion  of  his  Enemies, 
if  he  is  but  fairly  permitted  to  defend  himfelf. 
In  the  Law  we  frequently  put  fi&itious 
Cafes :  I  Ihall  beg  leave  to  illuftrate  the  Po- 
fition  I  have  laid  down,  by  fuppofing  two 
very  ftrong  Cafes  ;  one,  in  relation  to  a  pri- 
vate Man  y  and  the  other,  to  zjirft  Minifter^ 
though  perhaps  rneither  of  thefe  Gales  ever 
did,  or  ever  may  happen. 

SUPPOSE  a  private  Gentleman  fhould  have 
fomething  to  fay  to  his  King,  or  his  Queen, 
which  he   conceived    it  was  of  the  utmoft 
Confequence  they  fhould   know;    fuppofe 
that  at  laft,  after  a  long,  a  moft  expenfive, 
and  4a  moft  humble  Application,  he  fliould 
have  the  ftrongeft  Reafons  to  believe,  that 
what  he   had   to   fay  would   be   gracioully 
heard  ;    though  a  certain  Courtier  (for  Rea- 
fons  belt    known  to  himfelf)  had  ufed  an 
hundred  Tricks  to  prevent  it.     Suppofe  this 
fame  Courtier,  when  he  few  all  his  little  Arts 
defeated,  fhould  at  laft  have  the  confummate 
jdjfiirancej  upon  the  very  Day,  this  Gen- 
tleman  expefted  his   Audience,  to  raife  a 

Report, 


Report,  that  the  poor  Gentleman  was  a  Lu- 
natick  ;  and  ftiould  caufe  this  to  be  afferted 
by  his  Tools,  with  fo  much  Confidence,  and 
feemingP/?)'  for  the  unhappy  Gentleman,  at 
all  the  Publick  Tables  at  Court,  in  feveral 
Aflemblies,   and  laft  of  all   in  Print,  that 
moft  People  at  length  jOhould  firmly  believe 
the  Fad :    It  muft  be  owned  in  this  Cafe, 
that  the  poor  Man  would  be  in  a  deplorable 
Condition,  efpecially,  if  his  private  Fortune 
had  been  before  torn  in  Pieces  in  an  extra- 
ordinary Manner,  and  he  had  now  little  to 
liibfift  upon,  befides  a  Trofeffiony  where  few 
People  choofe  to  employ  a  Madman.  There 
is  no  doubt,  but  as  our  Law  Hands,  fuch  an 
unhappy  Man  might  fill  Weftmmfter-Hall 
with  A&ions  againft  the  Tools  of  the  Courtier ; 
and  yet,   if  he  confulted  me,   I  fliould  not 
advife  htm  to  apply  to  that  moft  laudable 
Part  of  our  Conftitution  the  Crown-Office: 
I  fliould  only  counfel  him  to  appear  in  Pub- 
lick  a  little  more  than  he  ufed  to  do,   and 
to  depend  upon  it,  that,  as  bad  as  the  World 
is.  Mankind  would  foon  look  both  upon  the 
Courtier  and  himfetf  in  a  frofer  Light. 
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MY  next  Cafe  ftiall  relate  to  a  firft  Mini- 
fter :  Suppoie  in  any  European  Nation,  a  Man 
of  great  Integrity  and  Abilities  ^  who  had 
travelled  into  other  Kingdoms,  made  many 
excellent  Obfervations  upon  their  Govern- 
ment and  Trade,  and  was  a  perfed  Mafter 
of  feveral  Languages',     I  fay,  fuppofe  fiich 
a  Man,  for  the  Honour  of  his  Prince,  and  as 
a  Bleffing  to  his  Country,  fliould  be  placed 
in  the  Poft  of  Firft  Minifter  >    that  as  he 
was  a  perfed  Judge  of  Men,  and  his  own 
Genius  was  univerfal,  he  fliould  be  content 
to  take  the  Trouble  of  finding  out  proper 
Perfons  for  all  Preferments,  and  of  managing 
all  Affairs,  both  Foreign  and  Domeftick  :  I 
will  fuppofe,  that  this  accompliflied  Mini- 
fter had  made  feveral  Treaties  highly  to  the 
Honour  of  his  King ;  and  by  virtue  of  which, 
Trade  and  Commerce  were  put  upon  fuch  a 
Foot,  that  his  Country  was  in  a  fair  Way  of 
acquiring  a  great  Part  of  the  Wealth  of  the 
World  :    It  is  not  impoffible  but  Envy  and 
Impudence  might    attack   fuch  a    Minifter; 
that  fome  malicious   People  might  pittend 
the  Treaties  he  had  made,   were  neither  an, 
Honoun\v  his  Trince  or  Country  ;  that  fome 
[  O  ]  impudent 
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impudent  Wretches  might  aflert,  he  neither 
underftood  Foreign  Affairs,  nor  ever  could, 
becaufe  he  was  unable  to  converfe  with  Fo- 
reigners ;  and  that  he  was  fo  far  from  being  a 
Mafter  of  Languages,  that  he  could  not  even 
fpeak  French.  This  laft  Infinuatioa  would 
be  extreamly  Malicious  j  fince  French  is  a 
Language  moft  Gentkmen  ipeak,  in  which 
the  great  Affairs  of  Eurofe  are  carried  on ; 
and  fince  any  body  may  guefs,  what  forry 
Stuff  Converfation  muft  be,  when  'tis  ma- 
naged by  an  Interpreter :  Yet  Ihould  a  great 
and  an  accompliihed  Minifter  be  thus  wick- 
edly defamed  by  Envy  and  Imfudence,  I  do 
ftrongly  affirm,  that  he  need  have  no  manner  of 
Recourfe  to  Prosecutions,  Informations ,  and 
AEts  of  Power :  His  Treaties  would  fpeak 
for  themfelves.  While  a  trading  Nation  felt 
the  Wealth  of  Eurofe  daily  flowing  in  upon 
them,  with  what  Abhorrence  and  Detefta- 
tion  would  all  his  Slanderers  be  looked  upon ! 
As  to  the  laft  Piece  of  Scandal,  his  Want  of 
Languages}  if  I  was  of  his  Privy-Council,  he 
Ihould  take  no  other  Notice  of  it,  than  by 
making  an  Entertainment  for  Foreign  Mini- 
fters ;  at  which,  when  he  had  talked  with 
great  Fluency  to  every  Man  in  his  own 

Tongue, 
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Tongue,  I  durft  pawn  my  Life  upon  it,  all 
his  Enemies  would  be  fufficiently  con- 
founded. 

I  CANNOT  indeed  help  thinking,  that  a  Firft 
Minifter,  or  Man  in  great  Power,  muft  not 
only  have  the  worftof  Caufes,  but  muft  want 
common  Policy  before  he  is  reduced  to  have 
Recourfe  to  violent  Methods :  In  Difputes 
relating  to  his  Conduft,  he  has  very  often 
all  the  Evidence  in  his  own  Hands,  and  can 
at  leaft  have  Recourfe  to  Authentick  Papers, 
much  eafier  than  his  Adverfaries.  It  is  in 
his  Power,  by  a  noble  and  generous  Beha- 
viour, either  entirely  to  gain  Men  of  Parts 
on  his  Side,  or  to  make  it  fcarce  poffible  for 
them  to  be  his  inveterate  Enemies.  This  is 
the  Method  which  Julius  Ctffar  took  with 
Catullus  ;  Charles  the  Fifth  with  Aretine^ 
and  Cardinal  Mazarine  with  Qiiillet.  The 
late  Earl  of  Oxford  acted  in  the  fame  Man. 
ner ;  and  if  fome  Men,  who  had  fine  Pens> 
had  not  had  the  utmoft  Zeal  for  the  Houfc  of 
Hanover^  and  been  really  afraid  his  Lordfhip 
was  bringing  in  the  'Pretender,  they  could 
never  have  oppofed  the  Meafures  of  a  Mini- 
fter, who  {hewed  fo  great  a  Regard  for  every 
[O  2]  Man 
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Man  of  a  diftinguifhed  Capacity.    In  what 
Manner  he  lived  with  thofe  two  great  Ge- 
nius's and   moft  able   Men.    Dr.  Swift  and 
Mr.  Trior,  the  World  well  Knows.  It  is  true, 
thefe  Gentlemen  helped  to  fupport  his  Mea- 
fures  ;  but  I  could  give  three  fuch  Inftances^ 
which  all  fell  within  my  own  Knowledge^ 
of  a  moft  noble  and  uncommon  Generofity  in 
his    Behaviour  towards    Mr.   Addifon,  Sir 
Richard  Steel,    and  Mr.  Congreve^    (Men 
who  differed  with  him  in  Opinion,  anH  al- 
ways oppofed  his  Meafures,)   as  wouid  in- 
finitely  furprife  all  People,  who  never  yet 
heard  thofe  Stories.     This  Minifter  was  re- 
prefented,  every  Week'  when  he  was  Lord 
High-Treafurer  of   Great  Britain^   under 
the  Character  of  a  Mountebank,  or  Quack 
^Doctor^     who    fold    the    People    ^Poifon 
for  TPhyfick  y  and  yet  I  never  heard  that  he 
brought  one  fingle  Information  againft  the 
Printer   or  Author  of  thofe   Papers*     His 
Lordlhip  anfwered  Wit  with  Wit^  and  Ar- 
gument with  Argument  y    and  often   in  fo 
ftrong  a  Manner,  that,  to  my  certain  Know- 
ledge^  thofe  Gentlemen  who  endeavoured  to 
decry  his  Meafures,  were  a  good  deal  gra- 
velled upon  fome  Heads.     The  late  Earl  of 

Oxford 
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Oxford  is  now  no  more :  His  great  Quali- 
ties (and  fiirely  he  had  fome)  are  no  longer 
terrible  to  his  Enemies.  His  Failings  (what 
Man  is  without  them  !  )  give  no  ^Vneajinefs 
to  his  Friends  ;  but  let  the  Learned  World 
for  ever  mention  a  Man  with  all  the  Advan- 
tage confiftent  with  Truth,  who  had  fo  great 
a  Share  of  Learning  hirnfelf,  and  was  fb  no- 
ble a  Patron  of  it  in  other  Perfons 

Truth  and  Juflice  force  me  to  fay  thus 
much  of  a  Man,  whofe  Meafures,  when  he 
was  in  Power,  I  conftantly  oppofed  with 
thofe  little  Talents  Heaven  has  beftowed  up- 
on me;  and  from  whom  I  never  received  the 
leaft  Favour.  Should  I  dare  to  aflert  he 
never  offered  me  any3  I  fhould  bafely  belye 
him, J  and  might  be  contradicted  by  a  Gentle- 
man now  living. 

HAVING  mentioned  this  great  Man,  I  Ihall, 
with  your  Majefty's  Permiifion,  take  a  little 
Notice  of  his  'Politicks ;  becaufe  .they  have  fo 
near  a  Relation  to  the  Times  we  live  in.  I  muft 
own,  that,  during  his  Adminiftration,  I  was 
made  firmly  to  believe  he  was  bringing  in 
jhe  Treterider  :  I  have  at  prefent  fome  Rea- 
[O  focis 
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fens  to  be,  at  kail,  very  doubtful  upon  that 
Head.  I  ever  was,  and  ftill  am  of  Opinion, 
that  it  was  not  impoffible  for  him  to  have 
made  a  better  fence  than  4ie  did  ;  yet  fure- 
ly  all  Men  muft  allow,  that  the  ^Demolition 
of'Dunkirk,  and  the  Acquisition  of  Gibral- 
tar^ were  two  Points  of  infinite  Advantage  to 
Great  Britain.  I  am  forry  to  fay  I  have 
lived  to  fee  the  Time,  in  which  they  have 
been  thought  too  advantageous  for  us  to  en- 
joy quietly,  not  only  by  our  Enemies^  but 
even  by  QM\  fretended  Friends,  After  the 
Death  of  the  late  Emperor,  it  would  have 
been  Madnefs  for  us  to  have  endeavoured  a* 
ny  longer  to  place  the  Crown  of  Sfain  upon 
the  Head  of  his  prefent  Imperial  Majcfty : 
If  this  Prince  is  dreadful  now,  what  would 
he  have  been  with  the  Indies  in  his  PolfeC- 
fion  ?  His  own  great  Talents,  backed  by  a 
molt  able  Miniftry,  might  have  made  a  more 
fuccefsful  Pufti  for  Univerfal  Monarchy  than 
his  Predeceffor  *  Charles  V.  Upon  the 
Treaty  of  Vtrecbf,  my  Lord  Oxford's  Ene- 
mies 

•& 

.      "  *.# 

*  Charles  V.  was  both  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain  ; 
and  every  Body  knows  how  much  Bloo4  his  aiming  ar 
Univerfal  Monarchy  coft  Europe. 
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mies  feemed  to  fear,  that  King  PAilif's  Re- 
nunciation of  his  Right  to  the  Crown  of 
France  was  not  fufficient :  The  late  Lord 
Oxford  openly  declared,  that  he  did  not  re- 
ly himfelf  upon  ^Philip's  Renunciation,  but 
that  fuch  Accidents  muft  probably  happen, 
as  would  create  a  Mifunderftanding  between 
France  and  Spain,  and  render  it  impoffible 
for  the  two  Crowns  of  thofe  Kingdoms  to  fall 
upon  one  Head  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  that  The 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  would  execute  itfelf.  I 
remember  the  Whigs  all  laughed  at  this  Po- 
fition  \  and,  I  muft  confeis,  I  was  in  the 
Number  of  thofe  who  thought  it  a  very  ex-? 
traordinary  one  :  Yet  let  us  fee  what  has  real- 
ly happened.  The  late  Duke  of  Orleans, 
when  Regent  of  France,  found  himfelf  fo 
ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  Sfaniflj  Faction,  that 
he  was^obliged  to  court  the  Alliance  (I  had 
almoft  faid  the  Trotettiori)  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. He  was,  perhaps,  altering  his  Mea- 
fures  a  little  before  he  died  j  but  Providence 
having  taken  him  away  at  a  moft  fortunate 
Time  for  this  Ifland,  the  Breach  between 
the  French  and  Sfanifh  Courts  grew  wider 
than  ever.  The  Infanta,  though  flie  had  been 
fo  formally  contracted  to  the  French  King, 
[04]  though 
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though  flie  had  been  received  with  fo  much 
Solemnity,  and  entertained  fo  long  in  France^ 
was  now  fent  back  into  her  own  Country,  to 
get  a  new  Husband  where  ftie  could  find  one. 
We  are  aflured  by  our  Political  Writers  of  all 
Sides,  that  the  Queen  of  Spain  does  not  want 
Spirit,  and  has  the  utmoft  Influence  upon 
the  Councils  of  that  Kingdom.  The  fending 
back  her  Daughter  affected  her  in  the  moil 
tender  Points,  as  a  Woman.,  a  Mother^  and 
a  Queen.  She  is  allow'd  to  have  refented  it 
accordingly  ;  nay,  what  is  more,  the  whole 
Spanifo  Nation,  jealous  of  the  Honour  of 
their  King,  refented  the  Affront  which  they 
conceived  was  put  upon  his  Family.  Sfain 
therefore  at  this  Time  looked  out  for  a  new 
Ally  >  for  fome  friendly  State  who  might 
proteEi  her  againft  France,  if  there  Ihould 
be  Occafion  for  it  j  or  affift  her,  at  *  proper 
Seafon^  to  revenge  the  Affront  Ihe  imagined 
flie  had  received.  In  this  Juncture  flie  caft 
her  Eyes  upon  England^  and  would  gladly 
have  flung  herfelf  into  our  Arms.  The  Au- 
thor of  the  Famous  Enquiry  (a  Book  allow- 
ed to  be  wrote  by  the  ^Dire£tion^  and  with 
the  j4ffiftance  of  the  Miniftry)  ingenuoufly 
,  that  Sfain  at  this  Time  offered  us  the 

Medi- 
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Mediation,  and  intreated  us  to  become 
fires  between  herfelfmd  France.  Here  then, 
in  the  Opinion  of  fbme,  was  that  great,  that 
haffy  Cri/iSj  in  which  England  might  juft- 
ly  have  cry'd  out, 

.  -  Quod  oft  ant  i  eDivum  fromittere 

nemo 
Auderetj  volvenda  dies,  en  !  attulit  ultro. 

Some  Men  are  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  if 
we  had  acted  in  this  great  Crifis,  as  it  is  pro- 
bable enough  Queen  Elizabeth  would  have 
done  ;  if  we  had  fent  a  dexterous  Minifter  to 
the  French  and  Sfanifh  Courts,  who  might 
at  leaft  have  kept  ofen^  if  not  a  little  widen- 
ed the  Breach  between  the  two  Crowns,  while 
at  the  fame  Time,  in  the  Quality  of  Media- 
tors., we  had  favoured  Spam  ;  I  fay,  fome 
People  are  humbly  of  Opinion,  that  had 
Great  Britain  a6ted  thus^  file  muft  at  this 
Time  have  been  the  real  favourite  Nation 
with  Sfain,  have  had  all  imaginable  Indul- 
gence in  her  Trade  to  the  Indies,,  have  been 
in  Poffeflion  of  the  moft  valuable  Commerce 
in  the  World,  and,  properly  Ipeaking,  have 
held  the  jBallance  of  Eurofe. 


202       A  LETTER 


0  fortunati  nimium>  fua  Jl  bona  ndrint, 

Angligen*  !  -^TTT 

/'V:»$fe  ..    :*    ;  ^i$^ 

1  COULD  never  yet  hear  any  Reafbn  gi- 
ven for  our  not  accepting  the  Mediation  of- 
fered  us   by  Spain,  but  that  it  would  not 
have  been  agreeable  to  fome  Engagements 
we  were  under  to  France.     This  was  indeed, 
in  a  modify  Thrafe^  to  carry  our  Fidelity  to 
a  Nicety,  I  had  almoft  faid,  to  a  Romantick 
Nicety.     Thus  much  I  will  venture  to  aC- 
fert,  that  if  we  are  fo  very  nice  in  obferving 
all  Articles  of  Agreement*  with  our  Good 
Friends  and  Allies^  if  no  Profped  of  Ad- 
vantage can  tempt  us  to  ftain  our  unblemifl}- 
ed  Honour^  or  break  through  an  hafty  En- 
gagement,   we  do  certainly  deferve  to  be 
treated  in  the  fame  Manner  by  our  Friends, 
who  doubtlefs  will  fly  to  our  Affiftance,  fhould 
we  ever  happen  to  be  infulted  by  our  Ene- 
mies ;  and  yet  I  do  not  remember,  that  when 
Spain,   upon  our   flighting  her  Friendfhip, 
had  united  herfelf  to  another  Power,  and  ac- 
tually befieged  Gibraltar^  I  fay,   I  do  not 
remember  that  in  this  Day  of  our  ^Diftrefs^ 
any  of  our  Allies  made  a  Diyerfion  with 

their 
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their  Land  Forces  in  our  Favour,   or  fent  a 
iingle  Ship  to  our  Affiftance.     I  have  faid 
thus  much  to  fhew,  that  neither  our  Refu- 
tation^ nor  our  Affairs,  were  by  any  Means 
in  a  defpicable  Condition,    after  the  *Peace 
made  by  the  late  Lord  Oxford*,  upon  whom  I 
cannot  help  making  two  farther  Obfervations. 
He  formed  and    eftablifhed  the  South-Sea 
Company,  which,    though  it  has  been  fince 
made  an  Inflrument  to  perpetrate  the  greateft 
Villanies,  was,  perhaps,  as  great  a  National 
Benefit  in  its  firft  Formation,  and  might  have 
been  made  to  ferve  as  Noble  Ends,  as  any 
one  Thing  that  has  been  fet  on  foot  by  any 
English  Minifter  in  this  Age.     My  next  Ob- 
fervation  is  of  a  kind,    that  had  Tlutarch 
been  to  write  the  Life  of  this  Noble  Lord, 
that  Hi  dorian  would  have  thought  this  one 
Obfervation  contained  in  itfelf,    the  higheft 
'Panegyrick  upon  a  Man  who   had  pafled 
through  ib  many  great  Pofts.     It  is  this: 
The  late  Earl  of  Oxford^    though  he  had 
been  feveral  Times  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  though  he  had  been  Secretary  of 
State,  and  Lord  Treafurer  ;   though  he  had 
formed    a  Company   which  made   Govern- 
ment-Securities that  were  at  40  per  Cent. 
w  Dif- 
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Difcount  fell  fct  far  ;   after  all  this,  *Died 

fopr. 

IT  is  true,  that  his  Son  is  in  Poffeffion  of 
a  noble  Eftate  :  He  married  a  Lady,  who, 
perhaps,  was  tkt  greateft  Fortune  of  any  Sub- 
jett  in  Eurofe  y  and  as,  befides  her  vaft  For~ 
tune,  fhe  brought  to  his  Arms  a  moft  beautiful 
¥erjbn,  animated  by  a  Mmdj  in  which  eve- 
ry Noble  Quality  is  highly  confpicuous,  his 
Lordfhip  feems,  at  firft  Sight,  to  be  as  fair 
a  Mark  for  Envy^  as  any  one  Man  in  Great 
Britain  ;  yet  before  that  Hag  fattens  her 
Teeth  upon  him,  I  would  beg  her  to  remem- 
ber, that  his  Eftate  did  not  arife  from  the 
JBloodzn&Ruin  of  his  Fellow-Subjefts;  that 
it  was  acquired  by  a  Method  which  any 
Gentleman  in  England  might,  at  leaft,  have 
attempted,  and  was  apparently  owing  to  his 
own  'Perfonal  Merit. 

I  HAVE  made  a  Digreffion,  for  fome  Rea- 
fons  your  Majefty  may  eafily  guefs,  upon  the 
late  Lord  Oxford's  Politicks  ;  though  I  firft 
only  mentioned  him  upon  the  Account  of 
his  Behaviour  to  Men  of  Genius  and  Let- 
iters.  He  was  feconded  in  this  Part  of  his  Gon- 
C  duft 
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du<ft  by  another  Gentleman  then  in  the  Mif- 
niftry,  with  whom  Mr.  ADDISON  being  one 
Day  invited  to  dine,  could  not  help  faying 
to  a  Friend,  for  whom  he  had  no  Secrets, 
That  He  was  heartily  ferry  his  "Principles 
forced  him  to  oppofe  one  of  the  greateft  and 
moft  accomplished  Men  he  had  ever  feen  >' 
and  in   whofe  Converfation  he   could  have 
thought  himfelf fo  truly  happy.   This  Gentle- 
man has  df  late  (I  don't  know  why)  been  a 
good  deal  talked  of ;  and  a  certain  Hero  has 
with  great  Intrepidity  attacked  a  Man  who 
has  both  his  Hands  tied  behind  him.     The 
very  Enemies  of  this  Gentleman  are  forced 
to  allow  him  a  vaft  Capacity  ,•  but  then  they 
add,  that  he  has  a  conftant  Eye  upon  his 
own  Intereft.     Be  it  fo  :  Is  it  impoffible  to 
make  it  his  Interefl  to  employ  thofe  great 
Talents    Nature    has    given   him    in    the 
real   Service  of  his  Country  ?    or   at  leaft 
not  to  keep  him  diftinguifhed  in  fo  particu- 
lar a  Manner  from  the  reft  of  his  Fellow-Sub- 
jefts,  as  muft  be  a  little  grating  to  a  Man  of 
any  Spirit ;  efpecially  if  this  be  done,  as  his 
Friends  feem  to  infinuate,    in  Breach  of  a 
formal  Agreement  ?   I  have  heard  it  ftrong- 
ly  affirmed j  though  never  fully  proved,  that 

he 
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he  has  betrayed  the  Pretender.  I  can  fay 
nothing  to  this  Fad  j  yet  if  it  be  true,  I  carl 
never  believe  he  is  now  endeavouring  to 
make  a  Perfon  our  King,,  uhder  whofe  Reign, 
he  himfelf,  in  all  Probability,  would  be  the 
firft  Man  in  England  that  loft  his  Head.  An 
of  en  Enemy  may  much  fboner  hope  for  Par* 
don,  than  zfalfe  Friend:  To  he  betray 'd  by 
a  Perfon  whom  he  has  greatly  trufted,  is 
one  of  the  laft  Crimes  that  a  Prince  of  com- 
mon Senfe  would  ever  forgive. 

THE  late  Lord  Godolfhin,  Lord  Sommers, 
and  Lord  Halifax,  were  every  one  of  them 
very  great  Encouragers  of  Men  of  'Parts 
and  Learning :  The  laft  was  fb  remarkable 
upon  this  Account,  that  it  made  him  very 
juftly  be  ftiled,  by  way  of  Diftindion,  the 
Maecenas  of  the  prefent  Age. 

THERE  cannot,  perhaps,  be  a  ftronger  In- 
ftance  of  the  kind  Manner  in  which  this  noble 
Lord  treated  every  Man  who  had  even  the 
fmalleft  Pretenfions  to  a  Genius,  than  his  ta^ 
king  into  the  Number  of  his  Acquaintance  an 
Humble  Servant  of  your  Majefty's ;  I  mean 
one  Mr.  Budgell.  I  am  pretty  well  afllired  that 

your 
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your  Majefty  knows  he  honoured  this  Gen- 
tleman with  his  Confidence.  Your  Majefty 
I  believe  has  heard  of  a  certain  Baronet, 
who  moft  Ihamefully  abufed  that  Confidence 
the  late  Lord  Halifax  generoufly  repofed  in 
him:  I  never  yet  imitated  his  Example;  and 
hope  I  fhall  not  be  charged  with  doing  fo 
at  prefent,  though  I  venture  to  tell  your 
Majefty  one  Story  of  that  great  Man. 

Mr.  ADDISON  and  I,  had  the  Honour  to 
accompany  his  Lordfhip  when  he  went  down 
to  Greenwich  to  wait  upon  the  late  King. 
A  little  before  we  went,  he  toox  us  into  his 
Library,  and  with  an  Air  that  fpoke  the  in- 
finite Satisfaction  of  his  Mind,  exprefled  him- 
ielf,  as  nearly  as  I  can  remember,  in  thcfe  very 
Words.  u  Vf ^Gentlemen,  we  have  at  length 
"  gained  a  compleat  Victory  :  The  Hanover 
<c  Succeffion  takes  place, *  the  King  is  land- 
u  ed,  and  we  fhall  foon  have  the  Pleafure 
4C  to  kifs  his  Hand :  You  are  fo  much  my 
u  Friends,  that  I  muft  tell  you  plainly  I 
"  exped  to  have  the  White-Staff;  and  I 
"  have  been  long  confidering,  and  am  come  to 
u  a  Refolution  how  to  behave :  I  came  into 
"  the  World  with  little  or  no  Fortune;  c- 

"  very 
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"*O'\  . 
*'  very  Man  will  try  to  make  his   private 

*c  Circumftances  Eajy  ;  I  thank  God  I  have 
"  made  mine  fb :  I  have  got  more  Money 
"  than  it  is  perhaps  proper  every  body 
"  ftiould  know  ;  and  T  am  come  to  a  full  Re- 
u  folution  to  fet  up  my  Reft,  as  to  that 
"  Point,  where  I  am.  I  have  been  in  my 
"  Time  in  a  good  deal  of  hot  Water,  and  as 
"  deeply  engaged  in  Parties  as  moft  Men. 
"  To  fay  the  Truth,  I  have  done  a  good 
cc  many  Things  in  the  Spirit  of  Party, 
"  which,  when  I  refled  upon  ferioufly,  I  am 
tc  heartily  aftiamed  of;  I  refolve3  by  the  Help 
"  of  God,  to  make  King  George  the  Firft  not 
"  the  Head  of  a  farty,  but  the  King  of  a 
"  glorious  united  Nation.  To  be  fure,  a 
if  great  many  People  muft  be  removed  from 
"  their  Pofts  :  The  Tories  themfelves  can't 
"  exped  it  ftiould  be  otherwife ;  and  'twould 
"  be  the  higheft  Ingratitude  not  to  reward 
"  feveral  Gentlemen,  who  have  born  the 
"  Heat  of  the  *Dayy  and  run  all  Hazards  for 
cc  the  fake  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover :  Yet 
"  at  the  fame  Time,  if  his  Majefty  will  take 
<c  my  Advice,  there  fhall  be  no  Cruelties ^  no 
<c  Barbarities  committed :  Every  worthlefs 
"  Fellow  that  has  called  himfelf  a  Whig,  got 

?  drunk, 
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a  drunk,  and  bawled  at  an  Ele&ion,  fhall  not 
a  difplace  a  Man  of  ten  Times  his  own  Me- 
"  rit,  only  becaufe  he  is  a  refuted  Tory.  I 
"  think  I  know  that  Party  :  Some  of  them  did 
"  mean  the  Pretender  $  but  yet  there  are 
<c  others  among  them  that  are  as  worthy  Men 
a  as  ever  lived.  It  is  Time  the  Nation 
"  fbould  be  united:  We  Ihall  then  indeed  be 
a  a  formidable  People.  I  hope  this  glorious 
"  Work  has  been  referved  by  Providence  for 
"  the  Reign  of  his  Prefent  Majefty.  I  have 
u  told  you  already,  that  I  do  not  propofe  to 
u  lay  up  a  Farthing  out  of  the  Profits  of  my 
"  Poft  :  I  defign  to  live  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
<c  as  I  hope  fhall  be  no  Diftionour  to  my  Ma- 
"  Her ;  and  I  will,  if  poffible,  put  an  End  to  the 
cc  fcandalous  Pra&ice  of  buying  Places.  I 
"  am  firmly  refolved  to  recommend  no  Man 
"  for  a  Po/l  in  the  Government,  but  fuch 
Cc  an  one  as  I  have  reafon  to  believe  a  Man 
"  of  Merit,  and  who  will  be  a  Credit  to  his 
a  Country  and  his  King.  As  for  you,  Ad- 
"  dijon,  as  foon  as  I  have  got  the  Staff 
"  my  felf,  I  intend  to  recommend  you  to 
"  his  Majefty,  for  one  of  his  Secretaries  of 
«  State.  " 

[  P  ]  Mr, 
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Mr.  ADDISON,  and  I  believe  very  fincerely^ 

told  his  Lordftiip,  that  he  did  not  aim  at  fo 

high  a  Poll  ;  and  defired  him  to  remember^ 

that  he  was  not  a  Sfeaker  in  the  Houfe  of 

Commons.  Lord  Halifax  briskly  replied^  Come, 

frit  bee  Addifon,  no  unfeafonable  Modefly  :  I 

made  thee  Secretary  to  the  Regency  with  this 

very  View  :  Thou  haft  now  the  be  ft  Right  of 

any  Man  in  England  to  be  Secretary  of  State  ; 

Nay,  'twill  be  a  fort  of  difpiacing  thee,  not 

to  make  tbee  fo.   If  thou  couldft  but  get  over 

that  filly  Sheepiftinefs  of  thine,  that  makes 

thee  Jit  in  the  Houfe,  and  hear  a  Fellow 

prate  for  half  an  Hour  together,  who  has 

not  a  tenth  Tart  of  thy  good  Senje,  I  (hould 

be  glad  to  fee  it  $   but  Jince  I  believe  that's 

imfojjlble,  we  muft  contrive  as  well  as  we 

can.     Thy  Tfenbas  already  been  an  Honour 

to  thy  Country,  and,  1  dare  fay,  will  be  a 

Credit  to  thy  King* 

oi  ,toAjh.?/'  j-£if3'jd  /rjiutoM  ^^feo*11  sloA  fc'Sd 
WITH  thefe  Sentiments  Lord  Halifax 
waited  upon  his  late  Majefty  at  Greenwich-* 
where  he  foon  found  that  he  had  been  a  lit- 
tle too  f  anguine.  It  is  no  great  Secret,  that 
during  the  fliort  Stay  his  Majefty  made  at  the 
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)  he  received  other  Impreffioris  than 
thofe  he  had  when  he  left  Hanover.  He  was 
told  by  fomePerfons,  that  If  he  made  a  Lord 
Treafurer^  he  would  make  a  greater  Man 
than  himfelf.  The  Merit  of  making  the 
Barrier  Treaty  (  a  Treaty  which  had  been 
condemned  in  Parliament,  and  which  fome 
good  Whigs  thought  a  very  extraordinary 
one)  had  been  fo  pompoufly  difplayed,  that 
when  his  Majefty  landed,  a  noble  Lord,  who 
lately  retired  from  Bufinefs,had  the  beft  Intereft 
in  him  of  any  Englifbman.  Meafures  were  ta- 
ken very  different  from  thofe  which  the  late 
Lord  Halifax  thought  would  have  been  moft 
for  the  Service  of  his  King  and  his  Country. 
He  had  never  that  Credit  with  his  Royal 
Mailer  which  his  Services  had  made  him  con- 
ceive, at  leaft,  that  he  really  merited ;  and  all 
his  Friends  know  that  he  had  determined  to 
tefign  his  Poft  in  the  Treafury  a  little  before 
his  Death.  Some  People  are  of  Opinion,  that 
had  thofe  moderate  Meafures  been  purfued,  to 
which  my  Lord  Halifax  was  inclined,  and  in 
which  the  late  Mx.Addifon  entirely  agreed  with 
him,  we  fhould  not  have  feen  fb  many  hor- 
rid Executions^  and  Scaffolds  Itained  with 
Blood.  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  determine  that 
[P  2]  Point: 
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Point  t  Yet  thus  much  I  will  venture  to  a£ 
fert,  That  if  any  Minifter  can  be  wicked 
enough  to  foment,  and  keep  up  'Parties  and 
'Divijions  in  a  Nation,  for  no  other  Reafon, 
but  that  his  own  Conduct  may  not  be  exa- 
mined, or  that  he  may  have  an  Opportunity 
of  raifing  a  vaft  Fortune  from  ^Pardons  and 
Confutations  ;  fuch  a  Minifter  would  be  the 
fevcreft  Scourge  with  which  Heaven  in  its 
Wrath  could  poflibly  inflict  a  mifcrable  Peo~ 
pie;  and  that  fliould  it  at  laft  think  their 
Sins,  however  great,,  had  been  fufficiently 
punifhed,  fliould  it  fuffer  them  to  open  their 
Eyes,  and  fee  by  what  Engines^  and  with 
what  TDeJigns  they  had  been  made  to  worry 
and  dejlroy  one  another,  they  muft  fall  with 
uncommon  Fury  upon  the  wicked  Caufe  of 
all  their  Miferies.  I  fliall  apply  this  gene- 
ral T?ojition  thus  far  to  my  own  Countrymen 
in  particular  :  I  hope  no  Arts  will  ever 
prevail  upon  us,  to  confider  our  felves  fb 
much  as  ffihigs  and  Tories^  till  we  are 
brought  intirely  to  forget  what  it  chiefly 
concerns  us  to  remember,  namely,  That  we 
are  all  Englishmen. 
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ffooni  3  oio'i 

As  I  am  fenfible  how  glad  fome  People 

would  be  to  put  an  til  Conftrudion  upon  my 
Words,  I  muft  declare,  That  nothing  in  the 
preceding  Paragraphs  is  meant  as  a  Reflec- 
tion upon  his  late  Majefty:  That  amiable 
'Prince  had,  without  Difpute,  a  Soul  above 
^Pride.,  and  full  of  Humanity.  It  was  his 
great  Misfortune,  as  well  as  ours,  that  he  did 
not  fpeak  our  Language  ;  and  that  befides 
this  great  Impediment,  ibme  about  him  en- 
deavoured, as  much  as  poffible,  to  prevent 
his  being  acquainted  with  his  Subjects  :  Nor 
can  there  be  a  greater  Inftance,  how  far  a 
Good-natured  Prince  may  be  influenced  to  do 
hard  Things,  than  his  late  Majefty 's  frown- 
ing upon  a  Soft;  who  was  the  Ornament 
and  Suffort  of  his  Throne ;  a  Fad  I  fhould 
not  mention,  if  it  was  not  too  notorioufly 
known  to  efcape  being  recorded  in  Hiflory. 
As  to  the  late  Lord  Halifax,  I  loved  him 
when  living  ;  I  ftill  honour  and  refpeff  his 
Memory  ;  and  hope,  that  though  I  have  re- 
lated his  Sentiments  in  the  lame  frank  Man- 
ner he  fpoke  them  to  two  Perfons  in  whom 
he  confided,  the  Story  is  not  much  to  his 
Difadvantage 
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I  HAVE  flung  into  the  Appendix,  a  Ihort 
Sketch  of  this  great  Man's  Character  ^  (exr 
traded  from  a  Pamphlet  publifhed  .forne 
Years  fince  5)  in  which  I  hope  my  Enemies 
will  hardly  dare  to  lay  I  flattered  him,  fince 
I  drew  it  after  his  TDeath^  and  when  I  was 
very  well  allured  it  could  not  turn  to  my 
Advantage  *. 

i*fVk§/fgi4fcjrk!  •*  >  ^>M^¥^& 

I  MAY  feem  to  have  digreffed  a  little  from 


the  Subjeft  I  was  upon,  viz.  The  Liberty  of  the 
*Prefs  \  yet  from  what  I  have  faid  it  may  be 
obferved,  that  the  great  Men  of  all  ^Parties 
fince  the  Revolution,  Whigs  and  Tories,  have 
left  us  this  ineftimable^&rmoh  of  our  Liber- 
ties y  and  that  while  their  Actions  have  been 
fiich"  as  would  bear  being  defended^  and  they 
have  treated  Men  of  Parts  with  that  Huma- 
nity which  is  juftly  due  to  them,  they  have 

not  been  afraid  of  the  Liberty  of  the  'Prefs. 

*>:'*  .no/H.v^/k  ff&  _  v.u^iiu'TE/  ;.lt  -:4v 

I  SHALL  not  deny,  but  that  fliould  fome 
Minifter,  for  our   Sins,  be  placed  over  us, 

who 


*  'See  APPENDIX,  Page  xyhV 

-  •  -^->  . '  •  ».  c  '  *"  «* 
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who  was  wicked  enough  to  ftick  at  nothing 
to  aggrandize  himfelf  and  his  Family ;  and 
at  the  fame  Time  weak  enough  to  opprefs 
and  provoke  Men  of  Senfe  and  Genius ;  if 
while  he  is  profufe  in  his  Rewards  to  thofe 
who  talk  fuch  Stuff  before  a  fele6t  Alfembly, 
as  their  Audience  are  often  fick  with  hearing, 
he  makes  no  Scruple  to  injure  thofe  who  can 
Ipeak  to  a  whole  Nation,  and  engage  their 
Attention  ;  I  fay,  I  fliall  not  deny,  but  that 
fuch  a  Minfter^  with  fuch  a  Conduct ^  might 
have  great  Reafon  to  dread  and  apprehend 
the  Liberty  of  the  Treff.    He  might  very 
juftly  fear  that  his  Pidure  would  be  drawn 
in    Colours  more    lading  than  Sir  Godfrey 
Knelkr\    be    delivered  down    to    Pofteri- 
ty  in  its  full  Deformity,  and,  perhaps,  with 
fome  of  its  worft  Features  a  little  aggravated. 
I  believe  I  may  very  fafely  affirm,   that  a 
Man  of  a  liberal  Education,    and   a  noble 
Genius,  had  much  rather  commend  than  cen- 
fure  ;  that  he  has  naturally  an  Averfion  to 
Satire  ;  and  never  ufes  it,  but  either  when  he 
is  obliged  to  do  fo  in  his  own  juft  Defence, 
or  when  he  conceives  the  Objeds  of  his  Sa- 
tires  are   altogether  incorrigible    by  milder 
Methods. 

[P  4] 
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tejv(S;'     ;ir 

Cmffafrius  tentanda;  fed  immedicabite 

vulnus 
Enfe  refcidendum  eft*  - 


WHEN  the  Caufe  of  his  Country,  or  his 
own  perfonal  Injuries  call  loudly  upon  him, 
a  Man  of  Parts  may  lawfully  ufe  that  Wea- 
pon which  God  and  Nature  has  put  into  his 
Hands  ;  and  a  late  celebrated  Author  has 
obferved  in  his  Charafterifticks,  That  in  a 
Country  where  there  is  any  Freedom.,  Wri* 
ters  of  real  Ability  and  Merit  can  do  them- 
/elves  ^uftice  whenever  they  are  injured., 
and  are  ready  furnifbed  with  Means  fujfi- 
cient  to  make  themfelves  considered  by  the 
in  highefi  Tower. 


IT  is  not  impoflible  but  your  Majefty  may 
at  prefent  bp  fo  much  in  Love  with  Nobili- 
ty >,  as  to  think  no  Do&rine  orthodox*  but 
what  comes  from  the  Pen  of  a  Terfon  of 
Quality.  If  this  be  the  Cafe,  it  is  proper  t 
Ihould  let  you  know,  that  the  Writer  I  laft 
quoted  is  the  late  Earl  of  Shaft  esbury.  \ 
find  what  this  noble  Author  fays  in  one 
of  his  Eflays,  is  fo  much  to  my  prefent  Pur- 
?**R 
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pofe,  that  I  fhall  quote  fome  Part  of  it,  and 
venture  to  recommend  it,  not  only  to  your 
Majefty's  Confideration,  but  to  the  Confide- 
ration  of  all  Grandees  and  ^Potentates  in  ge- 
neral, for  whofe  1)fe  and  Benefit  it  evident* 
ly  was  defigned. 

rr  NOBLES  and  ^Princes  muft  remember, 
ce  that  their  Fame  is  in  the  Hands  of  Ten- 
cc  men;  and  that  the  greateft  A&ions  loie 
their  Force  and  perifh,  in  the  Cuftody  of 
unable  and  mean  Writers.  Let  a  Nation 
remain  ever  fo  rude  or  barbarous,  it  muft 
have  its  Poets,  Hijloriografhers^  and 
Antiquaries  of  fome  kind  or  other,  whofe 
cc  Bufinefs  it  will  be  to  recount  its  remark- 
cc  able  Tranfadions,  and  record  the  Atchieve- 
ec  ments  of  its  Civil  and  Military  Heroes. 
And  though  the  Military  Kind  may  hap- 
pen to  be  the  fartheft  removed  from  any 
Acquaintance  with  Letters,  or  the  Mufes, 
they  are  yet,  in  Reality,  the  moft  intereft- 
ed  in  the  Caufe  and  Party  of  thefe  Re- 
membrancers. The  greateft  Share  of 
cc  Fame  and  Admiration  falls  naturally  on 
fc  the  armed  Worthies.  The  Great  in  Coun- 
fj  cil  are  fecond  in  the  Mufes  Favour.  But 

"if 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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Tr  if  worthy  poetick  Genius* s  are  not  found, 
fc  nor  #£/£  ^Penmen  raifed,  to  rehearfe  the 
rr  Lives,  and  celebrate  the  high  Actions  of 
rr  Great  Men,  they  muft  be  traduced  by  fuch 
cc  Recorders  as  Chance  prefents.  We  have 
few  Modern  Heroes,  who,  like  Xenofhon 
or  C<efar,  can  write  their  own  Commenta- 
ries. And  the  raw  Memoir-Writings  y 
and  unformed  Pieces  of  Modern  Statef- 
men.,  full  of  their  intcreited  and  private 
Views,  will,  in  another  Age,  be  of  little 
cc  Service  to  fupport  their  Memory,  or  Name, 
cc  fince  already  the  World  begins  to  ficken 
cc  with  the  Kind.  'Tis  the  learned,  the  able, 
cc  and  difinterefted  Hijlorian  who  takes  place" 
cc  «at  laft.  And  when  the  Jignal  foet^  or 
cc  Herald  of  Fame  is  once  heard,  the  infe- 
cc  rior  Trumpets  fink  in  Silence  and  Obli- 
cc  vion. 

ec  BUT  iuppofing  it  were  poilible  for  the 
cc  HerO)  or  Statefman^  to  be  abfolutely  un- 
cc  concerned  for  his  Memory,  or  what  came 
ce  after  him  j  yet  for  the  prefent  merely,  and 
fc  during  his  own  Time,  it  muft  be  of  Impor- 
cc  tanceto  him  to  ftand  fair  with  the  Men  of 
rr  Letters  zn&Ingenmty,  and  to  have  the  Cha- 
C  « 
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fr  rader  and  Repute  of  being  favourable  to 
rr  their  Art.  Be  the  illuftrious  Perfon  ever 
cc  fo  high  or  awful  in  his  Station,  he  muft 
cc  have  Defcriptions  made  of  him,  in  Verfe 
fc  and  frofe^  under  feigned  or  real  Appel- 
cc  lations.  If  he  be  omitted  in  found  Ode,  or 
lofty  Efick,  he  muft  be  fung  at  leaft  in 
*Doggrel  and  flam  Ballad.  The  People 
will  needs  have  his  Effigies,  tho'  they  fee 
his  'Perfon  ever  fo  rarely  :  And  if  he  re- 
* c  fufes  to  fit  tq  the  good  Painter,  there  are 
fe  others,  who,  to  oblige  the  Publick,  will 
take  the  Defign  in  hand.  We  fliall  take 
up  with  what  prefents  ;  and,  rather  than 
be  without  the  illuftrious  'Phyfiognomy  of 
our  Great  Man,  fliall  be  contented  to  fee 
him  portraitured  by  the  Artift  who  feryes 
cc  to  illuftrate  Prodigies  in  Fairs,  and  adorn 
ec  heroick  Sign-Tofts.  The  ill  Paint  of  this 
kind  cannot,  it's  true,  dilgrace  his  Excel- 
lency j  whpfe  Privilege  it  is,  in  common 
with  the  Royal  Iffue,  to  be  raifed  to  this 
Degree  of  Honour^  and  to  invite  the  Paf- 
e<  fenger  or  Traveller  by  his  Signal  Ref  re- 
fc  fentative.  ^Tis  fuppofed  in  this  Cafe, 
cc  that  there  are  better  Pidures  current  of  the 
rr  Hero  j  and  that  fuch  as  thefe,  are  no  true 

fc  or 
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5frer  favourable  lieprefentations  :  But  iq 
*c  another  fort  of  Limning,  there  is  great 
cc  Danger  left  the  Hand  fhould  difgrace 
rr  theSubjed.  V-\\z  Encomiums  and  wretch- 
*Panegyricks  are  the  worft  of  Sa- 
tires  ;  and  when  fordid  and  low  Geniuses 
make  their  Court  fuccefsfully  in  one  Way, 
the  generous  and  able  are  apteft  to  revenge 
fc  it  in  another  *r?£> 

t  «*!•  '  >"» 

!-•&&  TOtV4&l&yV  "' 

"  ALL  Things  confidered,  as  to  the  Intereft 
"  of  our  'Potentates  and  Grandees  ,  they  ap- 
u  pear  to  have  only  this  Choice  left  'em,  either 
"  wholly,  if  poffible,  tofupprefs  Letters  j  or 
"  give  a  helping  Hand  towards  their  Support. 
"  Wherever  the  dutljor-'Praftice  and  Liber- 
<c  ?>  <?/^  P^  has  in  the  /^prevailed,  the 
"  Governors  of  the  State  muft  be  either  con- 
"  flderable  Gainer  so?  Sufferers  by  its  Means  ; 
"  fo  that  'twould  become  them  either  by 
"  a  right  Turkifh  Policy  to  ftrike  direftly 
a  at  the  'ProfeJJion^  and  overthrow  the  very 
"  Art  and  Myftery  itfelf,  or  with  Alacrity 
**  to  fupport  and  encourage  it  in  the  right 
"  Manner,  by  a  generous  and  impartial  Re- 
<f  gard  to  Merit.  To  ad  narrowly,  or  by 
cc  Halves  y  or  with  Indifference  and  Cootneft  ; 

«  or 
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cc  or  fantaftically,  and  by  Humour  merely, 
"  \till  fcarce  be  found  to  turn  to  their  Ac- 
«  count.  They  muft  do  Juftice,  that  Juftice 
"  may  be  done  them  in  Return.  'Twill  be 
"  in  vain  for  our  Alexanders  to  give  Or- 
*c  ders,  that  none  befides  a  Lififpus  Ihould 
<c  make  their  Statue  ;  nor  any  befides  an 
"  Apelles  Ihould  draw  their  Picture.  In- 
"  folent  Intruders  will  do  themfelves  the 
ic  Honour  to  pra&ife  on  the  Features  of  thefe 
a  Heroes  ;  and  a  vile  Charilus^  after  all, 
ic  ftiall,  with  their  own  Confent,  perhaps, 
u  fupply  the  room  of  a  deferring  and  noble 
"  Artift. 

"  IN  a  Government  where  the  ^People  are 
4  c  Sharers  in  Tower ,  but  no  'Diftributers 
u  or  TDifpenfers  of  Rewards,  they  expeft  it 
u  of  their  'Princes  and  Great  Men^  that  they 
"  Ihould  fupply  the  generous  *Part^  and  be- 
<c  flow  Honour  and  Advantage  on  thofe  from 
<c  whom  the  Nation  it  ielf  may  receive  Ho- 
<c  «<?^r  and  Advantage  :  'Tis  expeded,  that 
u  they  who  are  high  and  eminent  in  the 
"  State,  fhould  not  only  provide  for  its  ne- 
<c  ceffary  Safety  and  Subfiftence,  but  omit 
Sc  nothing  which  may  contribute  to  its 
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cc  nity  and  Honour.     The  Arts  and  Science* 
«  miift  not  be  left  Tatronlefs.     The  Pub- 
"  lick  itfelf  will  join  with  the  good  Wits 
"  and  Judges ^  in  the  Refentment  of  fuch  a 
"  Neglect.    Tis  no  fmall  Advantage,  even  in 
"  an  abfolute  Government -,  for  a  ^Miniftry 
"  to  have  /SPitf  on  their  Side,  and   engage 
cc  Men  of  Merit  in  this  kind,  to  be  their/F<?//- 
"  Withers  and  Friends :  And  in  thofe  &*;i.r 
ic  where  ambitious  Leaders  often  contend  for 
cc  the  fupreme  Authority,  'tis  a  confiderable 
"  Advantage  to  the  ///  Caufe  of  fuch  Pre- 
"  tenders^  when  they  can  obtain  a  Name  and 
"  Intereft  with  the  Men  of  Letters.    The 
a  good  Emperor  Trajan^  though  himfelf  no 
<c  mighty  Scholar,  had  his  Due,  as  well  as 
"  an  Attgnflus  ;  and  was  as  highly  celebra- 
"  ted  for  his  Munificence  *  and  jufl  Encou- 
<4  ragement  of  every  ^fn?  and  Virtue.   And 
u  Cafar,  who  could  -zc;r/V^  fo  well  himfelf, 
a  and  maintained  his  Caufe  by  JVit,  as  well 
"  as  by  Arms,  knew  experimentally  what 
"  it  was  to  have  even  a  Catullus  his  Enemy ; 
"  and  thpugh  lafbed  fo  often  in  in  his  Lam- 
"  foomy  continued  to  forgive  and  court  him; 
"  The  Traytor  knew  the  Importance  of  this 
"  Mildnefe.     May  none  who  have  the  lame 

"  Defigns 
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w  Defigns,  underftand  fo  well  the  Advan- 
4C  tages  of  fuch  a  Gondud  !  I  would  have 
cc  required  only  this  one  ^DefeEt  in  Ctffar'S 
u  Gemrofity^  to  have  been  fecure  of  his  ne- 
"  ver  riling  to  Greatnels,  or  enjlaving  his  na- 
"  tive  Country  :  Let  him  have  Ihewn  a 
<c  Ruggednefs  and  Aufterity  towards  free 
"  Genius's,  or  a  Neglett  or  Contempt  to- 
"  wards  Men  diWit  ;  let  him  have  trufted 
<c  to  his  Armsj  and  declared  againft  ^fr^ 
"  andZ/^^rjj  and  he  would  have  proved  a 
"  fecond  Mariusy  or  a  Cataline  of  meanef 
"  Fame  and  Chara&er. 

a  ^Tis,  I  know,  the  Imagination  of  fome 
14  who  are  called  Great  Meny  that  in  regard 
"  of  their  high  Stations,  they  may  be  efteem- 
"  ed  to  pay  a  fufficient  Tribute  to  Letters^ 
u  and  difcharge  themfelves,  as  to  their  own 
<c  Part  in  particular,  if  they  chufe  indiffe^ 
a  rently  any  Subjett  for  their  Bounty,  and 
**  are  pleafed  to  confer  their  Favours  either 
cc  on  fome  one  Pretender  to  Art,  or  promif- 
<c  cuoufly  to  fuch  of  the  Tribe  of  Writers, 
"  whofe  chief  Ability  has  lain  in  making 
"  their  Court  well,  and  obtaining  to  be  in- 
u  troduced  to  their  Acquaintance.  This 

"  they 
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"  they  think  fufficient  to  inftal  them 

cc  trons  of  Wit^  and  Matters  of  the  literate 

"  Order.    But  this  Method  will,  of  any  other, 

<c  the  leaft  ferve  their  Intereft  or  Defign* 

a  The  I II- f  lacing  of  Rewards  ^  is  a  double  In- 
"  jury  to  Merit,   and  in  every  Caufe  or  In* 

"  tereft  fa/es  for  worfe  than  mere  Indiffe- 

"  rence  or  Neutrality.   There  can  be  no  Ex- 

"  cufe  for  making  an  ill  Choice.     Merit  in 

"  every    kind   is    eaflly    difcovered,   when 

«  fought :   The  Tublick  itfelf  fails  not  to 

"  give  fufficient  Indication,   and  points  out 

"  thofe  Genius's,  who  want  only  Countenance 

"  and  Encouragement  to  become  confiderable* 

u  An  ingenious  Man  never  ft  awes  unknown  >• 

<c  and  Great  Men  muft  wink  hard,  or  'twould 

u  be  impoffible  for  them  to  mils  fuch  advan- 

u  tageous  Opportunities   of  fhewing  their 

"  Generofity^  and  acquiring  the  univerfal  EC- 

<c  teem3  Acknowledgments,  and  good  Wiflies 

"  of  the  ingenious  and  learned  Part  of  Man* 

"  kind." 

JpHi'^fT^         jn*#O  •-   J-.  -,2u 

THESE  are  the  Sentiments  of  the  late  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury ;  whofe  Breaft  was  warmed 
with  the  jufteft  Notions  of  Liberty ^  Honour  j 
and  Humanity  ;  and  whole  Lofs  would  have 

been 
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been  fcarce  fupportable  to  thofe  who  per  fi- 
nally knew  him,  if  he  had  not  left  a  />«  be- 
hind him,  who  feems  to  inherit  not  only  his 
Eftate.>  but  his  Virtues. 

MY  Lord  Shaftesbury  is  of  Opinion,  that 
A  Nation  can  hardly  be  etijldved,  while  Men 
of  Tarts  and  Learning  defend  her  Liberties 
and  Inter  eft  ^  and  that  even  Ctefar  himfelf, 
with  all  his  great  Qualities,  would  rot  have 
been  able  tofitfoert  the  Roman  Conftitutton, 
if  he  had  not  with  infinite  Addrefs^  and  by 
a  moft  uncommon  Gener'ojiry,  engaged  the 
Men  of  Wit  to  be  of  his  'Party.  I  hope 
for  the  fake  of  Liberty ',  this  noble  Author's 
Obfervati'on  is  true  :  The  World  has  not  at 
prefent  a  Multitude  of  Ctffars  y  and,  as  bad 
as  the  Age  is,  I  myfelf  have  known  one  or 
two  Inftances,  where  Men  of  diftinguilhed 
farts  and  Learning,  have  refufed  all  Offers 
of  frivate  Advantage  to  themfelves,  when 
they  have  imagined  their  receiving  them 
would  have  been  inconfiftent  with  the  Good 
of  their  Country.  The  noble  Author  laft 
quoted  is  likewife  of  Opinion,  that  it  would 
be  highly  for  the  Intereft  of  fuch  Grandees* 
and  Governors  of  the  State,  as  would  fain  be 
[  QJ  Tyrants^ 


226         A  LETTER 

Tyrants,,  and  have  not  got  the  Men  of  Parts 
on  their  Side,  to  imitate  the  Turkish  'Policy  ; 
To  take  away  the  Liberty  ofthe'Pen^  to  fup- 
prefs  Letters  entirely,  and  overthrow  the 
very  Art  and  Myjlery  *of  Learning.  I 
fully  agree  with  his  Lordfhip  upon  this 
Head  ;  and  as  fhocking  as  this  Scheme  of  To- 
liticks  may  feem,  which  his  Lordfhip  afferts 
would  be  for  the  Inter  eft  si  &  certain  Sort  of 
Potentates  and  Grandees  •,  it  is  nothing  more 
than  what  two  famous  Tyrants  ufed  their  ut- 
moft  Endeavours  to  put  in  Execution  ;  I  mean 
Caligula^  and  an  Emperor  who  reigned  in 
China  about  two  thoufand  Years  fince.  It 
feems  neither  of  thefe  two  worthy  Gentle- 
men cared  to  have  his  Virtues  and  Exploits 
recorded  in  Hiflory  ;  or  compared  with  thofe  of 
fbme  other  Emperors  :  They  therefore  burnt 
all  thzBocks  and  Libraries  they  could  lay  their 
Hands  upon,  and  made  it  penal  for  any  Man 
to  be  a  Writer  :  Learning,  however,  had  the 
good  Fortune  to  furvive  both  of  them,  and 
Hiftory  has  taken  her  full  Revenge  upon 
them  :  She  has  given  us  their  Pi&ures  in  fuch 
Colours,  that  their  Names  and  Memories  are 
detefted  by  all  Men. 


SHOULD 

•t 
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SHOULD  any  Minfter  arife  in  thb  Ifland, 
who  fhould  offer  to  make  the  leaft  Attempt 
upon  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs,  I  hope,,  from 
what  has  been  faid,  my  Countrymen  will  ea- 
lily  guefs  what  it  is  he  is  aiming  at  :  And 
here  I  muft  obferve,  that  ihould  fuch  a  Mi- 
nifter  carry  on  fuch  expenfive  Profecutions,  at 
the  Publick  Charge,  againft  any  Writer  he 
did  not  like,  as  a  Man  of  a  moderate  For- 
tune was  not  able  to  defend  himfelf  againft, 
fuch  a  Proceeding  would  be  almoft  the  fame 
Thing,  as  taking  away  the  Liberty  of  the 
'Prefi  by  an  Acl:  of  Parliament.  I  muft 
likewife  take  Notice  of  that  *Dottrine  of 
Inuendoes,  which  fome  People  have  endea- 
voured to  make  pafs  for  Orthodox :  If  I  was 
bid  to  define  it5 1  know  not  how  to  do  it  bet- 
ter, than  by  declaring,  that  it  feems  to  me  to 
be  A  'very  extraordinary  Liberty  which  one 
Man  ajfumes,  of  declaring  what  another  Man 
meant.  Mens  Aft  ions  are  undoubtedly  pu- 
nifhable  by  human  Laws  ;  but  their  Mean- 
ings and  Intentions  feem  moft  proper  to  be 
determined  before  a  much  higher  Tribunal, 
than  any  eftablifhed  in  Weftmmfler-Hall ;  I 
mean,  before  that  great  Tribunal,  where  in 
[OX]  due 
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due  Time  the  Secrets  of  all  Hearts  will  bd 
laid  of  en.  I  hope,  therefore,  I  lhall  never  live 
to  fee  an  Englishman  innuendo'  d  out  of  his 
Llfe^  his  Liberty  -,  or  \\\s  fortune  :  If  there 
was  but  a  very  little  Improvement  made  up- 
on this  Tlottrine  of  Innuendo's^  and  one  Man 
ftiould  take  upon  him  to  judge  when  another 
muft  fpeak  ironically  '5  it  is  the  Opinion  of 
fome,  that  almoft  every  Author  in  England^ 
who  has  wrote  a  Dedication  to  a  Great  Man, 
might  be  brought  within  the  Statute  of  Scan- 
datum  Magnatum  y  A  Statute  which  was 
doubtlefs  nicely  calculated  to  preferve  the 
Liberties  of  a  free  <Peofle. 

iC^ly-    'W^v'vStUJ1/     -C;    „•  .  £ft£?    '   .  £'•'• 

LIBERTY  is  a  Lady  of  exquifite  Beauty  ; 
One  of  our  bell  Poets  falls  into  a  fort  of  Rap- 
ture at  her  very  Name.  ;  •  ;  .  ^  , 


O  LIBERTY  !  tktu  Goddefs  heavenly  Itightj 
cprofufe  of  BlifS)  and  pregnant  with  Delight! 
Eternal  Qleafures  in  thy  Qrefence  veign^ 
jindfmiling  Plenty  leads  thy  wanton  Train  ; 
Eas'd  of  her  Load)  Subjeftion  grows  wore  light  , 

And  ^Poverty  looks  chearfitl  in  thy  Sight  +  ' 

^V^W,^  ;'i.;V  b^nvt^nb  %mTA^MO!V^A?^* 

TkQH 

' 
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maKft  fhe  gloomy  face  of  Nature  gay, 
Givft  Beauty  to  the  Sun,  and  Qkafure  to  the  Day. 

A  D  D  i  s  o  N. 

But  then  this  fame  Lady,  like  other  great 
Beauties,  is  extremely  apprehenfive  of  ha- 
ving any  Attempt  made  upon  her.  Should 
any  defferate  Ruffian  but  offer  to  clap  a 
Gag  in  her  Mouth^  fhe  would  certainly  con- 
clude, (as  moft  of  her  Sex  would  in  the  fame 
Circumftances.,)  that  fhe  w^s  firft  to  be  ra- 
vijbed,  and  then  murdered. 

THE  Romans  were  fo  extreamly  jealous  of 
their  Liberty,  and  knew  fo  well  how  apt 
Mens  Heads  are  to  be  turned  by  Tower  and 
Flattery,  that  they  took  Care  to  give  their 
greateft  Heroes  a  little  Mortification,  even 
in  the  Midft  of  their  moft  folemn  Triumphs. 
If  we  riiay  guefs  from  fome  Defcriptions 
which  are  left  us  of  a  Roman  Triumph,  it 
was  certainly  one  of  the  moft  glorious  Sights 
in  the  World.  The  vaft  Quantity  of  rich 
Spoils  which  were  ufually  carried  along  up- 
on this  Occafion,  The  Shoufs  and  Songs  of 
a  vi&orious  Army  crowned  with  Laurel,  and 
a  Multitude  of  Captives  which  clofed  the 

Shewi 
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Shew  ;  all  added  the  utmoft  Luftre  to  the 
Solemnity  :  In  the  Midft  of  thefe  rode  the 
Vi&or  himfelf  in  his  Triumphal  Chariot, 
while  all  the  Streets  andBuildings  in  Rome, 
from  the  Gate  at  which  he  entered,  quite  up 
to  the  Capitol^  were  filled  \vith  a  prodigious 
Number  of  his  Fellow-Citizens,  who,  as  he 
faffed  by  them,  fhowered  down  Millions  of 
Bleffings  upon  the  Man  who  had  done  fuch 
lignal  Services  for  his  Country.  The  Ro- 
mans allowed  all  this  as  a  Reward  to  Merit  , 
and  for  the  'Dignity  of  their  Commonwealth; 
but  for  fear  the  Conqueror  Ihould  grow 
too  conceited  with  fb  many  Acclamations, 
and  Shouts  of  Applaufe,  they  obliged  him 
to  let  a  Common  Slave  ride  with  him  in  his 
Triumphal  Chariot. 

W.AlfciV    -i..  10-  «.'J:y\fl  -i,,    {    ».;<ifj.,:;.. 

-  Et  Jibi  Conful 
Ne  place  at  ^  curru  Servus  portatur  eodem. 

'    ' 


The  Senate  themfelves  took  care  to  ihew 
their  Diflike  of  any  Man  who  gave  the  leaft 
Sign  of  an  uncommon  Infolence  or  Vanity  ;  of 
which,  I  beg  Leave  to  give  your  Majefty 
a  very  remarkable  Inftance. 

MARIUS 
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MARIUS,  was  without  Difpute,  a  good  Sol- 
dier, and  had  done  his  Country  fome  Service ; 
but  made  it  too  foon  appear,  that  he  intended 
nothing  more  than  to  fatisfy  his  own  Avarice 
and  Ambition :  In  a  Word,  that  he  was 
cruel,  ungrateful,  vain,  and  infolent.  When 
the  Solemnity  of  his  Triumph  ov&Jugurtha 
was  ended,  he  called  the  Senate  together, 
and  had  the  confummate  Affitrance  to  enter 
that  illuftrious  Aflembly  in  his  Triumphal 
Robe.  This  vain  Fellow  was  weak  enough  to 
imagine,  that  while  he  was  thus  diftinguifhed 
in  his  *Drefs  from  every  other  Senator,  his 
Speeches  would  have  a  more  than  ufual 
Weight  j  and  that  he  might  govern  the  Se- 
nate as  he  pleafed.  He  found  himfelf  terribly 
miilaken ;  and  that  the  Eyes  of  a  Roman 
Senate  were  not  to  be  dazzled  by  an  embroi- 
dered Gown:  All  the  Affembly  looked  upon 
the  uncommmon  Appearance  of  this  infolent 
'Plebeian^  with  the  utmoft  Contempt  and  In- 
dignation. Mariusy  though  remarkable  for 
a  moft  profligate  Affurance^  could  not  bear 
the  Eyes  of  a  Roman  Senate^  whofe  Looks 
fufficiently  informed  him  what  they  thought 
of  him.  He  found  it  extremely  proper  to 

Retire, 
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Retire,,  to  put  off  his  Embroidered  Gown, 
and  return  habited  like  other  Senators  of  his 
own  Rank.  The  Vanity  of  his  Attempt 
was  not,  however,  forgot  >It  difcovered  fuch 
an  uncommon  Stock  of  Tride  and  Infolence^ 
that  many  obferving  Men  were  the  lefs  fur- 
prized,  when,  a  few  Years  after,  they  fawthe 
Streets  of  Rome  wet  with  the  Blood  of  her  be  ft 
Citizens,  who  were  facrificed  to  the  Jea- 
loujy  and  Avarice  of  this  wicked  and  rapa- 
cious Man.  -13J 

.•Ji.' n  ^c  sc-  'It  K>  *&BTi  ''Jtnvwn  ton  wi  10  <  xi 
THE  greateft  Check  we  have  in  Great 
Britain,  upon  the  Actions  of  fuch  Men  as 
may  think  themfelves  above  the  Reach  of  the 
Law,  is  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs :  We  have 
enjoyed  this  Mark  of  Freedom  pretty  quietly 
ev&Jince  the  Revolution.  If  we  have  feen 
any  Men  in  Power  fince  that  Time,  do  fuch 
Things  as  they  did  not  care  the  Publick 
fhould  be  put  upon  obferving,  What  would 
they  have  done,  had  the  Liberty  of  the 
<Pre/s  been  taken  away  ! 

&  ;  roes  ^>(/;)  tvi?ff  biuowl  is/tw   ,^h 

I  MUST  own,  I  am  under  the  lefs  Appre- 

henfions  of  our  lofing  this  ineftimable  Branch 

of  our  Liberty,  bec^ufe,  I  find,  that  all  Men, 

though 
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though  of  different  Parties  and  Opinions, 
who  have  any  Senfe  of  Shame  or  Liberty 
left,  are  of  the  fame  Opinion^  upon  this 
Important  Subjeft. 

I  CANNOT  omit  in  this  Place  doing  a  Piece 
of  Juftice  to  a  Reverend   Prelate,  who  has 
been  frequently  accufed,  of  late,  of  having 
acted  directly  contrary  to  thofe  Principles  he 
once  profefled.     I  have   neither  Time,   nor 
Inclination  to  examine  whether  this  Charge 
be,  or  be  not  true  in  Faft  ;    or  if  it  be  true, 
whether  what   his  Lordihip   has  done,   has 
proceeded   from    a  Defire   to    get  a  better 
Bifhoprick,  or  from  a  real  Error  in  his  Judg- 
ment; or,  laftly,    from  his  having  received 
great  perfonal  Favours  from  a  certain  Gen- 
tleman :    Thefe  have  fometimes  fo  ftrongly 
affeded   a  grateful  Mind,    that  they  have 
made  very  valuable  Men  do  Things  which 
neither  their  Friends,  nor  themfelves,  once 
imagined  they  could  have  been  capable  of: 
But  without  entering  into  any  of  thefe  Enqui- 
ries, what  I  would  here  take  notice  of,  is  a 
Declaration  in  Print  which  his  Lordfliip  has 
lately  made   to   this  Effect,  viz.     That  he 
ever  be  for  maintaining  the  LIBERTY 
R  of 
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OF  THE  P&ESS,  fared  am£  mtnolable^  eve* 
though  be  WAI  fttre  every  West  of  being  ex- 
fefed  to  the  TnUick,  with  all  the  Wit  and 
Malice  bis  Enemies  are  Mafiers  of.  This 
handibme  Declaration,  I  hope,  his  greateft 
Enemies  will  have  the  Ingenuity  to  own,  is 
cxadly  conformable  to  tfaofe  Principles  he 
formerly  profeffed.  It  mutt,  I  think  be  al- 
lowed, that  few  Men  in  England  have  made 
a  larger  Ufcof  theL/&?r/j  of  the  Pnefi,  than 
his  Lordfhip  has  done,  who  has  publickly 
maintained  feveral  Points  in  Oppofirion  to 
the  Senfeof  the Cmmcati^ny  and  to  fome  of 
the  greatejt  and  moft  learned  Divines  of  our 
eftaoiiihed  Church :  Af:cr  this,  I  muft  own,  that 
could  I  but  iufpecc  his  Lordihip  had  any  Hand 
in  a  DefigEi  either  to  abridge^  or  take  away 
this  Branch  of  cor  liberties,  I  fhould  look 
upoa  him  as  one  of  the  mUtt  notorioos 
and  ddpkable  Hypocrites ^  that  ever  appear- 
ed maoy  Age.  IwiUgo  fti  11  farther;  Should 
this  bvdoabk  Branch  of  the  Brtiijb  Liber- 
ties  ever  happen  to  be  attacked,  if  his  Lord- 
ihip did  not  employ  all  his  Abilities  and  In- 
ter eft  in  th«  Defence  of  it ;  if  he  did  not 
ffeakj  and  felicite,  in  good  Eameft,, 
any  Bill  which  ftrack,  though  never 

fo 
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fo  remotely ,  at  the  Liberty  of  the  TPrefe , 
I  Ihould  from  thenceforward  readily  believe 
the  worft  Stories  his  greateft  Enemies  report 
of  him.  But  till  I  have  Reafon  to  doubt 
his  Lordfhip's  Sincerity  in  this  Particular, 
I  muft  beg  Ibme  Gentlemen's  Pardon,  for 
whom  I  have  the  utmoft  Refpeft,  if  I  fuf- 
pend  my  Belief  of  fome  Things  >  or  Ihould 
even  fuffer  it  to  lean  that  Way,  where  Good 
Nature  and  Charity  feem  to  folicite  it. 

I  DO  likewife  own  to  your  Majefty,  that  I 
cannot  poffibly  believe  your  Majefty 's  Hero 
will  aim  at  abolifhing  the  Liberty  of  the 
'Prefej  becaufe  No  Body  ever  made  a  greater 
Ufe  of  it  than  himfelf.  When  he  was  a 
frivate  Gentleman,  and  out  of  Power,  he  is 
allowed  by  his  Friends  to  have  wrote  a  Pam- 
phlet, which  he  dedicated  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Oxford^  then  Lord  Treafurer^  and  in  which 
he  arraigns  the  whole  Conduct  and  Meafures 
of  that  noble  Lord.  But  he  does  not  flop 
here  :  He  declares,  in  Effed,  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain  were  at  that  Tim^ 
a  Set  of  Corrupt  Men^  who  would  do  any 
Thing  they  were  bid,  and  adhere  to  his 
Lordjbif  and  their  Monojyllabks  againft  the: 

loudeft 
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loudeft  Di&ates,   either  of  Jujlice^  or  their 

own  Conferences. 

J  -' 


*,  . 

I  N  E  v  E  R  yet  heard  any  body  doubt,  but  that 
your  Hero  was  likewife  the  Author  of  a 
certain  Pamphlet,  entitled,  The  Cafe  ofR.W. 
Efq,  Your  Majefty  muft  know,  that  this  R.  W. 
Efq;  was  at  that  Time  zfrivate  Gentleman  ^ 
who  \\&&formerly  been  in  a  publick  Poft,  and 
was  expelled  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  taking 
more  Money  in  that  Poft,  than  they  con- 
ceived he  ought  to  have  done.  If  this  Gen- 
tleman was  really  fb  innocent  ,  as  he  is  repre- 
iented  to  be  in  the  Pamphlet  I  have  mention- 
ed, the  British  Houfe  of  Commons  were 
moft  certainly  guilty  of  a  flagrant  AEt  of 
Cruelty  and  Injuftice  y  which  the  Author 
of  this  Pamphlet  does  not  at  all  fcruple 
very  ftrongly  to  infinuate.  I  believe  no 
body  will  venture  to  aflert,  that  it  is  not 
a  much  higher  Piece  of  Affurance,  and 
much  more  criminal,  (if  any  Thing  of  this 
kind  is  fo,)  to  cenfure  the  Proceedings  of 
that  Auguft  Aflembly5  who  reprefent  the 
British  Nation,  than  to  fall  upon  any  par- 
ticular Minifter.  I  cannot  therefore  poffibly 
thihk?  that  a  Man,  who  has  taken  fuch  ex- 

traordinary 
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traordinary  Liberties  in  Print,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  can  ever  have  the  dffurance  to 
ftrike  at  the  Liberty  of  the  Trefs  :  And  up- 
on the  whole,  I  do  entirely  agree  with  your 
Majefty,  that  the  Report  of  his  having  any 
fuch  Intention,  muft  certainly  be  a  moft  In* 
famous  Forgery.  However,  what  I  have 
wrote  upon  this  important  Subjed,  may  pof- 
fibly  be  of  Ufe  one  Day  or  other,  though  it 
is  altogether  unnecessary  at  this  Time. 

T  ri       T     cr\   •   •  •  u  *r 

I  AM  likewiie  ot  Opinion  with  your  Ma- 

jefty,  that  the  Report  vof  your  Hero's  being 
about  to  procure  an  Act  oflndemfnity  muft 
be  an  infamous  Forgery  >  And  I  am  of  this 
Opinion  for  this  Reafbn  :  If  he  is  really  iw- 
nocent,  he  does  not  want  fuch  an  Ad.  I 
will  go  ftill  farther;  I  hope  my  Country- 
men will  never  lole  that  Chara&er  they  have 
long  had  in  the  World,  of  being  a  generous 
and  a  good-natured  People  :  If  after  all  the 
Clamour  that  has  been  raifed  upon  your 
Majefty's  Hero^  there  fhould  nothing  more 
appear  againft  him  than  a  few  Errors  in 
Judgment^  or  Slips  of  Memory,  his  Ene- 
mies will  be  lufficiently  covered  with  Confu- 
^  fince,  I  believe  and  hope,  that  there 

is 
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is  not  a  Man  in  England^  who  has  any  Gene- 
roflty^  that  would  not  take  his  Part  :  But 
if,  on  the  other  hand,,  fuch  Crimes  fhould 
flart  into  Ttay- Light >  as. could  only  be  pro- 
duced by  a  Wicked  Mind  ;  If  it  ftiould  be 
plainly  proved,  that  he  has  facrificed  all  other 
Conliderations  to  two  <PaJfions\  he  cannot  be 
ib  weak  as  to  imagine,  that  an  A£t  obtained 
in  the  Fulnefs  of  his  Tower ,  would  fcreen, 
him  from  the  juft  Refentments  of  an  injured 
Nation* 

>••.    \\       "''   i«    -•   ,-«*<?''*«•  £*?         *'»fW;          \^**t'- 
• 

YOUR  Majefty  is  pleasM  to  obferve, 
"  That  the  two  infamous  Forgeries  above 
"  mentioned,  continued  their  'Day  y  but  be- 
"  ing  now  no  rnore^  Euftace  Budgell  Efq? 
"  is  f  itched  upon  to  fuffly  their  Room^  and 
«  furnifb  outfrejb  Calumny" 

•>••/  ">-4j"'-I     \*,*?.    f5dUOCJj.;;rij.^ni     '      -  •    .  i.    ••  '      ; 

•    «_ "'  r.'  '  '    "  |  \f 

I   FIND    in  this  Part  of  your  Majefty's 

Letter,  I  am  growing  a  Perfbn  of  fome  Im- 

fortance  ;  and  that  your  Majefty  condefcends 

to  treat  me  accordingly  :  In  the  Beginning  of 

your  Letter  I  was  Mr.  Euftace  Budgell ;  but 

at  prefent,  being  pitched  upon  to/uffly  the 

Room   of   two  Infamous   Forgeries,   I  am 

Euftace  Budgell  Efqj  I  do  aflure  your  Ma- 

G  jefty, 
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jefty,  that  I  am  perfectly  indifferent,  as  to  what 
your  Majefty  fhall  pleafe  to  call  me ;  and  yet, 
let  me  tell  your  Majefty,  that  by  the  Law 
of  England,  I  have  as  much  Right  to  the 
Title  of  Efquire,  as  ever  your  Majefty  had 
to  the  Crown  of  Sparta. 

YOUR  Majefty,  fpeaking  of  your  humble 
Servant,  is  pleafed  to  add  immediately  af- 
ter the  Words  I  laft  quoted  ; 

cc  And  did  his  Ability  but  equal  the  In- 
"  clination  he  has  difcovered  of  difcharging 
«  his  Trujtj  to  the  Satisfaction  of  his  Em- 
cc  floyers^  they  would  by  this  Choice  have 
a  given  us  the  beft  Teftimony  they  ever 
"  froducedofa  good  Judgment." 

I  AM  in  fome  little  Doubt,  whether  your 
Majetty  did  not  intend  this  laft  Sentence  as  a 
Compliment  to  me.  It  was  the  Advice  of  a  very 
wife  Man,  Whatever  thou  dojij  do  it  with  all 
thy  Heart.  The  Ihort  Character  Cafar  gave  of 
Brutus^  was,  G)uicquid  vult^  valdt  vult ; 
and  every  Body  knows  that  Ctffar  loved 
Brutus^  as  well  as  any  one  Man  in  all  Rome* 
I  am,  for  ought  I  kpow,  m  a  fair  Way  of 

becoming 
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becoming  your  Majefty's  Chief  Favourite.: 
Your  Majefty  feems  to  be  fatisfyM,  that  my 
Intentions  are  good,  and  to  apprehend  that  I 
am  thoroughly  in  earneft  :  Whatever,  there- 
fore, my  Succels  may  be,  I  am  well  affured, 
that  fo  gracious  a  Prince  as  your  Majefty,  will 
readily  accept  of  the  Will  for  the  'Deed* 

I  AM  come  to  the  laft  Paragraph  of  your 
Majefty 's  Letter,  which  runs  thus  : 

"  To  conclude  ;  Mr.  Budgell  has  (hewn 
c<  the  moft  confummate  Affurance,  to  fay 
<c  no  worfe  of  it  ;  and  come  into  all  the 
"  Bafenefs  long  f  raff i fed  by  our  publick  De- 
cc  famers,  in  hopes,  like  them,  to  fix  a  Re- 
"  proach  without  Proof ;  and  fuch  Conduct 
"  mufl  caufe  the  Abhorrence  of  every  hone  ft 
"  Mind.  He  may  complain ;  but  it  ought  to 
"  be  without  Regard,  till  his  Caufe  of  Com- 
u  plaint  is  known  to  be  juft  ;  and  this  would 
"  greatly  difappoint  his  Intentions.  In  a 
u  Word,  he  has  levelled  his  Venom  at  a  noble 
u  Perfon,  who,  confcious  of  his  own  Integrity, 
"  has  hitherto  triumphed  over  Malice^  and 
"  the  mofl  powerful  Oppofition.  He  IMS  paf- 
"  fed  the  moft  publick  Examinations,  and  had 

«  his 
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M  his  whole  Conduct  approved  after  the 
"  ftri&eft  Scrutinies  :  His  Actions  have  all 
"  born  that  Teft  in  Time^  which  are  afuffi- 
u  c  tent  Ajjurance  of  their  finding  the  fullejl 
"  Approbation  from  Tofterity  :  What  then 
"  is  it  pojjlble  fuch  a  Gentleman  faould  ap- 
"  prebend  from  the  unjuflifiable  Outrage  of 
a  fo  defpicable  rfTooL  as  Mr.  Budgell  ? 


I  am,  Sir, 

May  ^6.  Your  Humble  Servant, 

1730. 

CLEOMENES. 

YOUR  Majefty,  in  the  Beginning  of  this 
Paragraph,  is  very  angry  with  me  for  having 
ihewn,  what  your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  call 
a  mofl  confummate  Affurance-  I  hope  your 
Majefty  does  not  apprehend,  that  I  am  in- 
croaching  upon  the  Province  of  a  parti- 
cular Friend  of  your  Majefty's,  or  aim- 
ing to  deal  in  a  Commodity,  which  he  has 
determined  to  ingrofs  for  his  own  proper 
*l)fe.  I  Ihall  tell  your  Majefty,  with  great 
Freedom,  my  real  Sentiments  upon  this  Head. 
I  am  firmly  periaaded,  that  the  World  would 
be  much  happier  than  it  is  at  prefent,  if  while 
[R]  there 
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there  are  fome  Men  who  flick  at  nothing,  and 
have  a  mofi  confummate  AJJurance,  Men  of 
Worth  and  Honour  were  not  too  often  op- 
prefled  with  a  certain  Timidity  and  faulty 
Bafhfulnefs,  which  prevents  them  from  per- 
forming their  5D#£y,  and  doing  what  they 
really  owe  to  God,  their  King*  their  Coun- 
try',  and  themfefoes.  The  French  call  this 
fort  of  Shame,  very  juftly,  *Dne  mauvaife 
honte  y  nor  do  I  remember  to  have  met  with 
any  Expreffion,  which  exa&ly  anfwers  to  this, 
and  is  commonly  ufed  in  any  other  Language. 
It  is  this  blameable,  or  ill  fort  of  Shame,  (that 
makes  Men  too  felicitous  about  Forms  and 
Trifles,  and  often  prevents  their  doing  their 
^Duty^  which  all  wife  Men  have  endeavour- 
ed to  conquer.  ?,  ^y^^H  Wta»*ft* 

,-i;io"  3"^  ;•/•''      w^y\.  i/dj  ni  ytJ^CS?  b, 
WE  are  told,  That  Cato  thought  the  Cuf- 

toms  and  Manners  of  the  Romans  fo  corrupt- 
ed, and  a  Reformation  in  them  fb  neceflary, 
that  he  fometimes  acted  in  a  different  Manner 
from  other  People  :  That  he  would  often  ap- 
pear in  the  Streets  without  either  his  Shoes 
or  Coat ;  not  from  a  Principle  of  Vanity,  or  a 
filly  Affectation  of  being  fingular  ;  but  be- 
caufe  he  maintained,  that  A  wije  Man  ought 

only 

^ 
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only  to  blufo  at  what  was  vicious  ^  and  really 
fhameful  in  itfelfc  and  ought  to  defpife  all 
other  Sorts  of  'Difgrace. 

LYCURGUS  was  Ib  much  of  Cato's  Opi- 
nion, that  he  ordered  the  Maids  of  Sfarta^  at 
Ibme  folemn  Feafts  and  Sacrifices,  to  dance 
ftark-naked^  and  fing  certain  Songs,  while  the 
King,  the  Senate^  all  the  Men^  and  efpecial- 
ly  the  Batchelors.,  flood  round  them  in  a 
Ring.  Lycurgus  had  two  Defigns  in  making 
the  Spartan  Virgins  appear  thus  naked  in 
Publick  :  One  was,  that  he  might  take  away 
fome  Part  of  that  too  great  and  acquired  Fe- 
male Bafofnlnefs^  which  he  thought  their 
Education  in  other  Countries  added  to  what 
was  natural.  His  other  Defign  was  to  incite 
Love  and  TJefire  in  the  Men,  We  are  told, 
accordingly,  that  a  good  many  Marriages 
were  ufually  made  foon  after  thefe  folemn 
Feajis  y  from  whence  fome  People  have  in- 
ferred, That  while  the  young  Ladies  were 
dancing  naked,  the  Men  had  the  confummate 
Affurance  to  keep  their  Eyes  open.*  If 
[Rx]  your 

*  However  odd  this  Inftkution  of  Lycurgus's  may 
appear  to  fome  of  my  Readers,  Plato  Called  by  the 

primitive 
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your  Majefty  had  not  quite  loft  your  Me- 
moryr,  you  could  doubtlefs  have  fet  us  right 

in  this  Particular.    .v       , 

•.3?£q  ^rJujb   ^sttW/^fcx  . 

As  to  the  confnmmate  Affurance,  with 
which  your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  charge 
me  •  if  your  Majefty  means  by  it,  that  I  did 
what  I  thought  I  owed  to  my  Kmg,  my 
Country^  and  myfelfc  without  Fear  or  Trem- 
bling, I  plead  guilty  to  the  Indictment :  But 
if  your  Majefty  means  any  Thing  more  than 
this,  I  am  not  confcious  how  I  have  defer- 
ved  the  Reflection* 

As  to  your  Majefty's  Aflertions  in  this 
Paragraph,  "  That  /  come  into  all  the  Bafe- 
*  nefs  long  fraEtifed  by  public k  "Defamers^ 
"  in  Hofes.,  like  them^  to  fix  a  Ref  roach 
"  without  Proof: "  And  that  "Such  Conduct 

M  '  "  mutl 

)4,  jv-ji  r 


primitive  Giriilians,  the  tDfahte  Plato)  highly  approves 
of  it.  In  his  bwn  Commonwealth,  he  is  for  having  the 
Women  learn  fome  Exercifes,  at  which  they  were  to 
appear  naked ;  and  declares,  That  while  they  are  cover- 
ed with  the  Robe  of  true  Modefty,  and  afliamed  to 
commit  a  hnfe  or  a  wicked  Adion,  they  need  not  blulh 
at  any  Thing  elle.  In  the  Chriftian  Account  of  the 
Creation,  we  are  told,  That  Evt  was  naked  while  flia 
innocent ;  and  that  Sfante  was  the  EfFe6t  of  Sin. 
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u  mufl  caufe  the  Abhorrence  of  every  honejt 
"  Mind?  I  am  in  Hopes  I  have  laid  ib 
much  already  to  both  thefe  Points  in  my 
Introduction  ,  and  particularly  in  the  State 
of  my  Cafe,  that  I  need  not  fay  any  Thing 
more  to  them  here. 


YOUR  Majefty  proceeds  next  to  a 
gyrick  upon  the  Hero  of  your  Epiftle  :  You 
are  pleafed  to  tell  the  World,  "  That  I  have 
"  levelled  my  Venom  at  a  NOBLE  PERSON, 
a  whOyConfciousofhisown  Integrity,,  has  hi- 
cc  therto  triumphed  over  Malice,  andthemoft 
"  fowerful  Opposition:  That  This  noble  Ter* 
<c  fon  has  faffed  the  mo  fl  public  k  Examina- 
a  tionS)  and  had  his  whole  Conduit  approved 
"  after  theftritteft  Scrutinies:  That  His  Ac- 
ic  tions  have  all  born  that  Tejl  in  Time.,  which 
<c  are  a  fufficient  Affurance  of  their  finding 
"  the  futleft  Approbation  from  Tojlerity.n 
Far  be  it  from  me,  to  deny  one  Syllable  of  all 
this,  or  to  doubt  the  Truth  of  your  Majefty  's 
Encomiums  upon  this  Noble  Terfon.  t  beg 
Leave  to  add  one  Circumftance,  which  may 
poffibly  give  them  the  more  Weight  ;  name- 
ly, that  I  do  firmly  believe  no  Man  living 
is  fo  well  acquainted  with  all  the  Virtues  of 
[Rj]  this 
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this  Noble  Perfon,  as  your  Majefty.  I  ad- 
mire your  Majefty's  happy  Talent  at  Pane- 
gyrick  ;  yet  if  fo  mean  a  Man  as  myfelf 
may  prefume  to  give  his  Opinion  of  the  Wri- 
tings of  a  Monarch,  I  do  think  there  is 
fomething  ftill  wanting  in  your  Majefty's 
Panegyrick  upon  your  Hero.  It  is  confefTed 
on  all  Hands,  that  he  has  Ibme  Enemies;  and 
I  am  afraid,  thefe  wicked  People  will  be  apt 
to  apply  to  yojjr  Majefty,  and  your  Panegy- 
rick, that  old  mufty  Maxim  among  the  Lo- 
giciansj  ^Dolofus  verfatur  in  Generalibus  ; 
that  is,  A  Man  who  is  on  the  wrong  Side  of 
the  Ghieftion^  and  would  imfoje  nfon  his 
Readers.,  always  deals  in  Generals  y  that 
they  will  pretend  a  General  'Panegyrick  is 
no  Manner  of  Anfwer  to  a  Multitude  of 
f  articular  Charges.  I  confels,  therefore,  I 
could  have  wilhed  that  your  Majefty  had 
condefcended  to  anfwer  fome  of  the  Particu- 
culars,  of  which  thefe  wicked  People  accufe 
your  Hero.  That  your  Majefty  may  do  this, 
when  you  next  appear  in  Print,  I  beg 
Leave  to  mention  Ibme  of  thofe  Infamous 
Forgeries  and  Groundlefs  Scandals ,  with 
which  they  have  attempted  to  blacken 
his  Charader.  I  fhall  colled  thefe  for 

your 
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your  Majefty's  Service,  out  of  their  own 
Writings^  and  chiefly  out  of  the  weekly 
Lucubrations  of  that  Impudent  Fellow  the 
Craftfman. 

THE  Enemies  of  your  Majefty's  Hero, 
pretend,  in  the  firft  Place,  to  afTert,  That  He  is 
full  of  the  meaneft)  the  poor  eft  Jealoufy, 
that  every  Man  was,  who  pretended  to  be 
thought  a  great  Man  :  That  it  has  been  his 
principal  Study  and  Endeavour ',  to  keep  eve- 
ry Man  out  of  publick  Bufinefs,  whom  he 
could  but  fufpett  of  any  Thing  more  than 
a  very  vulgar  Capacity :  They  are  fo  mali- 
cious, as  to  come  to  'Particulars  upon  this 
Head:  They  name  fome  of  the  heft  and 
great eft Men  in  England^  to  whom,  they  pre- 
tend, that,  upon  feveral  Occafions,  your  Ma- 
jefty's Hero  has  done  very  ///  Offices :  They 
ask  with  a  malicious  Snear,  Whether  thefe 
Men  are  Jacobites  ?  or,  Whether  it  is  not  no- 
torious to  all  the  World)  that  they  have  em- 
ployed both  their  Fortunes  and  Abilities  in 
the  Service  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover  ?  And 
laftly,  What  Crime  they  are  guilty  of.,  be- 
Jides  their  having  greater  natural  Tarts^ 
and  more  Learning^  than  we  ufually  fee  in 

Men 
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Men  born  to  ample  Fortunes  ?  I  have  heard 
the  Enemies  of  your  Majefty's  Hero  infirm- 
ate,  that  The  Arrival  of  the  late  Mr.  Law  *  in'. 

Eng- 
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*  Having  mentioned  the  late  Mr.  "Law,  I  cannot 
help  faying,  that  I  believe  That  Gentleman  had  juiter 
and  clearer  Notions  of  Trade,  of  Money,  and  of  Credit, 
than  any  one  Perlbn  now  living  ;  and  that  there  was 
fomething  as  great  in  that  Scheme  which  he  fet  on  foot 
in  France,  (where  he  was  not  fuffered  to  conduct  it 
his  own  Way,)  as  ever  entered  into  the  Heart  of  Man. 
Upon  his  firft  Arrival  in  England,  and  when  the  Cla- 
mour of  the  World  ran  higheft  againft  him,  I  ventured 
to  write  a  fliort Thing  in  his  Defence;  which  made  fome 
Noife  ;  and  which  I  have  incerted  in  the  Appendix,  as  it 
gives  an  Account  of  a  mod  remarkable  Affair  ;  and,  I 
flatter  myfelf,  fhews  fome  very  Mate  rial  Differenc  es  be- 
tween the  Plan  of  the  MiJJijfippi  in  France,  and  our  ri- 
diculousSoutb-SeaBttfinefs.  1  did  not  think  proper  to  fet 
my  Name  to  this  Pamphlet  at  the  Time  it  was  published ; 
but  being  allured  by  feveral  Perfons,  that  Mr.  Law 
had  expreffed  an  uncommon  Curiofity  to  know  the  Au- 
thor of  it,  I  was  at  laft  introduced  to  him  by  a  Gentle- 
man of  great  Capacity,  and  a  noble  Fortune,  who  is  now 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  From  that  Day  I  had  the 
Honour  of  his  Acquaintance:  He  even  condefcended, 
now  and  then,  to  call  at  my  Houfe,  and  to  fpend  fome 
Hours  with  me,  tete  a.  fete.  I  have  fome  Reafons  to 
think,  that  if  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans  had  lived,  Mr. 
fjaw  would  have  been  once  more  at  the  Head  of  Affairs 
in  France  :  I  believe  the  very  Time  was  fettled  for  his 

oing  thither.  Notwithstanding  which,  he  received  the 
&W$  of  the  Regent's  Death  with  thzifteady  Temper  of 
Mind  he  had  before  (hewn  in  all  Fortunes;  though  by 
this  Accident  he  loft  all  Hopes  of  returning  to  France, 
and  of  receiving  a  large  Sum  of  Money,  which  he  con- 
ceived was  juftly  due  to  him,  and  would  have  made 

hU 
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England,  gave  him  fome  terrible  Pangs; 
and  that  it  was  a  good  while  before  that 
Great  Man  could  get  an  Opportunity  of 
talking  to  the  late  King,  though  he  had 
fomething  to  fay  to  him  which  very  well  de- 
ferved  his  Royal  Attention.  When  they 
have  had  the  Affurance  to  talk  in  this  Man- 
ner, they  add,  That  though  they  fhould  al- 
low your  Hero  has  a  little  more  in  him  than 
fome  about  him,  they  only  grant,  that  AOne- 
ey'd  Man,  is  a  King  among  the  Blind.  In  a 
word,  they  pretend  to  fay,  That  this  mean 
Jealoufy  (a  Paffion  which  always  fuppofes 
great  'DefeEts  in  a  Perfon  haunted  with  it) 
is  the  Mafter-Key  to  the  whole  Condud:  of 

your 


his  private  Circumftances  entirely  eajy.  They  were 
not  to  when  he  was  in  England :  Though  there  was  a 
Time,  when  this  extraordinary  Man  might  every  Day 
have  put  whatever  Sum  of  Money  he  had  pleated,  into 
his  own  Pocket,  he  never  made  that  Ute  of  the  Op- 
portunity, which  fome  Statejmen,  I  have  l)eaid  of,  would 
infallibly  have  done.  I  am  humbly  of  Opin>'  >n,  that  the 
Death  of  the  late  Duke  of  Orleans,  was  a  m.  it  fortunate 
Circumftance  for  this  poor  liland,  having  forne  Grounds 
to  fear,  that  if  the  late  Mr.  Law  had  been  placed  once 
again  at  the  Head  of  the  Finances  in  France,  he  had 
formed  a  Plan,  which  would  have  made  that  Nation 
Mijirefs  of  Europe,  and  have  utterly  'deftroy'd  thzBritiJh 
Commerce.  The  Pamphlet  i  have  mentioned  begins, 
page  xx.  of  the 
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your  Hero,  and  will  fcrve  to  explain  fever  al 
Things,  which  no  Man  living  could  other- 
wife  account  for. 


I  THINK  your  Majefty  may  very  eafily 
confute  this   Tiece  of  Scandal.     Though 
England  has  not,  perhaps,  at  prefent  a  greater 
Number  of  good  Heads  than  it  ever  'con- 
tained before   at  one  Time;  yet  I  will  not 
think  fo  very  meanly  of  rny  Country,  as  to 
fuppofe  there  are  not  fome  Men  in  it,  who 
know  what    Grievances  their  Fellow-Sub- 
jeds  chiefly  complain  of,  and  could  find  out 
the  mvfi.  proper  Methods  to  give  them  Eafey 
without  incroaching  upon  the  Rights  of  the 
Crown:    That  there  are  not  others  who  un- 
derftand  our  Trade  ^  and  know  how  to  in- 
large  feveral  Branches  of  it  :    And,   laftly, 
That  there  are  not  others  who  are  capable  of 
reprefenting  the  Terfon  of  our  Great  King  in 
Foreign  Courts,  after  fuch  a  Manner  as  may 
be  no  Tlifgrace  to  him  :  Of  convincing  the 
Minifters  they  treat  with,  that  they  are  not 
to  be  over-reached    and   deluded   either  in 
publick  Treaties  ,  or  private  Conver  fat  ions  y 
and  of  making  fuch  'Difcoveries  in  another 
Country,   as  may  be  of  ufe  to  their  own^ 
^  when- 


to  Cleomenes.        : 

whenever  they  return  to  it,     In  a  word,  as 
much  as  Vice  and  Corruption  have  weakened 
our  Bodies,  and  depraved  our  Minds,  I  do 
firmly  believe  that  we  have  ftill  among  us 
many  Men  of  great  *Parts,  great  Learning, 
and  whofe  Hearts  are  really  warm  in  the 
Intereft  of  their  Country.      Thefe  are   the 
Perfons  whom  every  wife  and  able  Politician 
takes  care  to  find  out ;    and  to  fix   in   fuch 
Pofts,  as  may  render  their  different  Talents 
moft  ferviceable  to  the  Publick.     Your  Ma- 
jefty,  therefore,  has  nothing  more  to  do,  in  or- 
der to  confute  the   Piece  of  Calumny   laft 
mentioned,  but  to  give  us  a  Lift  of  Men  of 
*Parts,  Learning,  and  Integrity,  who  have 
been  preferred,  and  brought  into  Bufinels  by 
your  Hero.     I  am  fenfible,  fo  long  a  Lift  of 
Names  would  interrupt  the  Thread  of  your 
Majefty's  Difcourfe;  however,  you  may  add 
it  at  the  End,  by  Way  of  Appendix. 

THE  Enemies  of  your  Majefty's  Hero 
pretend,  That  the  Condition  of  our  Affairs 
at  prefcnt,  is  the  natural  Confequence  of 
this  his  mean  Jealotijy,  and  of  his  having 
kept  Men  of  the  greateft  Abilities  out  of 
fublick  Bufinefs :  But  in  this  Aflertion,  their 
C  Malice 
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Malice  has  evidently  got  the  better  of  their 
'Difiretion,  and  given  your  Majefty  a  moft 
lucky  Advantage  over  them.  As  little  as  I 
know  of  Politicks,  I  will  engage  to  demon- 
ftrate,  that  no  Common  Genius's,  no  Vulgar 
Capacities,  could  have  put  our  Affairs  in 
that  happy  Situation  they  are  at  prefent. 

J.J.*s       , .    ij  <  f 
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ANOTHER   wicked    Infinuation   of   your 

Hero's  Enemies,  is,  That  there  never  was  in 
any  Nation  a  Man  more  generally  hated 
and  abhorred :  That  There  is  hardly  a  fingle 
Perfon  to  be  found,  who  will  fpeak  well  of 
him,  befides  his  own  Relations,  and  fuch 
Men,  whofe  particular  Circumstances  and 
Situation  make  them  fear  his  Frowns.  I 
confefs,  I  could  tvifli  you  would  take  a  little 
Pains,  to  fliew  that  this  Infinuation  is  entire- 
ly groundlefs;  becaufe,  I  muft  own,  that 
could  I  believe  it  truey  as  great  a  Relpedt  as 
I  have  for  your  Majefty,  I  ftiould  make 
fome  Scruple  to  take  your  Majefty 's  jingle 
Word,  againft  the  united  Voice  and  Out-cries 
of  a  brave,  a  generous,  and  a  good-natur'd 
"People  ;  Of  a  People  Ib  far  from  complaining 
without  Reafon,  that  a  Gentleman  in  Ire- 
land, famous  for  making  feveral  fhrewd  Ob- 
W  fervations, 
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fervations,  ufed  to  fay,  that  The  Englifc 
Nation  could  not  SEE,  but  that  they  could 
FEEL.  He  ufed  to  illuftrate  this  Pofition, 
by  comparing  them  to  a  Blind-Horfe  full 
of  Mettle  ;  and  to  obferve  that  this  generous 
Animal  may  be  fpurred  on  till  his  Head 
comes  foufe  againft  a  Wall  ;  but  that  then 
the  Smart  and  Tain  of  the  Blow,  and  his 
Indignation  at  being  thus  ufed,  makes  him. 
lay  about  him  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that  he 
feldom  fails  to  fling  his  Rider. 

ANOTHER  Refle&ion  of  your  Hero's  Ene- 
mies, is,  That  he  never  yet  was  the  Author 
of  any  one  Thing,  that  was  for  the  real  Ser- 
vice and  Advantage  of  his  Country.  I  fhould 
not  think  your  Majefty  need  fay  any  Thing 
in  Contradiction  to  fo  apparent  a  Miftake,  if 
that  infolent  Creature,  the  Craft fman^  had 
not  again  and  again  repeated  this  very  AfTer- 
tion,  and  defied  all  Mankind  to  prove  ftfalfe 
by  one  Jingle  Injiance. 

ANOTHER  Thing,  which  the  Enemies  of 
your  Hero  have  had  the  Wickednefs  to  infi- 
nuate,  is,  That  the  Immenfe  Wealth  he  has 
got,  could  hardly  arife  from  the  Legal  fro- 

fits 


fits  of  his  Toft.  I  have  fecn  a  Calculation 
in  plain  Figures,  which  they  have  been 
malicious  enough  to  make,  in  order  to  prove 
what  they  infinuate  ;  and  which,  if  it  will 
be  of  any  Service  to  your  Majefty,  I  believe 
I  could  procure  for  you ;  but  I  take  this 
to  be  fo  evident  a  "Piece  of  Scandal,  that 
your  Majefty  will  eafily  confute  it,  without 
any  Man's  Affiftance. 

ANOTHER  of  their  Infamous  Forgeries^ 
is.  That  your  Hero  is  a  little  too  kind  to  his 
Relations ;  that  even  a  ffelft*  Coufin  of  his 
own  ihall  be  preferred  to  a  Man  of  the  bejt 
Senfe  and  greatejl  Integrity.  I  have  heard 
fome  of  them  cry  out,  in  a  malicious  fort  of  a 
Way,  O  glorious  <Day  !  When  I-  -  c  le  H-  -p 

was  a  Min r  of  St-ey  and  Sir  Thomas 

Hanmer   had  not  a  Seat  in  the  Houfe    of 
Commons  !  I  don't  know  very  well  what  they 
meant  by  this  Exclamation  •  but  fince  I  have 
reported  the  Fad,  I  dare  fay  your  Majefty 
will  find  out  their  Meaning,  and  make  them 

fufficiently  afliamed  of  it. 

•t4/ixd4o£*J  -'lorn  *::  ?biw 

LASTLY,  They  have  had  the  confiimmate 
Affurance  to  attack  the  very  Eloquence  of 

your 
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your  Hero.  That  impudent  Fellow,  the 
Craft fman,  pretended  the  other  Day,  that 
he  had  found  a  Tillar  among  the  Rub- 
bifh  at  Whitehall^  which  was  formerly  ered- 
ed  to  the  Infamy  of  Cardinal  Wolfey.  Some 
People  fancy,  that  he  went  no  farther  for  his 
Pillar  than  to  his  own  Study.  He  told  us 
there  was  an  Infcription  upon  this  fame  Pil- 
lar, which  he  printed  in  one  of  his  Papers. 
This  Infcription,  taking  Notice  of  the  Car- 
dinal's Way  of  fp  caking,  fays,  That  he  was 
Orator  Volubilis,  hand  facundus.  I  muft 
own,  I  think  the  Latin  of  this  pretended  In- 
fcription was  ClaJJlcal  enough  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve, whoever  compofed  it,  when  he  wrote 
the  Words  I  have  quoted,  had  his  Eyes  upon 
that  Paffage  in  Tacitus  ;  where  that  Author, 
Ipeaking  of  a  certain  Man,  fays,  That  he  was 
Loquax  magis,  quam  facundus :  Ratber  a 
'Prating  Fellow,  than  truly  Eloquent.  fDan- 
<uers,  for  fear  every  Body  Ihould  not  under- 
ftand  his  Latin  Infcriftion,  muft  needs 
tranflate  it  into  English  Verfe ;  and  when  he 
came  to  the  Words  I  have  mentioned,  was 
wicked  enough  to  Paraphrafe  upon  them  in 
the  following  Manner. 

His 
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His  poor,  fallacious,  tinfel  Eloquence^ 
Tickles  the  Ear,  but  never  informs  the  Senfe1  ; 
While  every  Plaufible  Harangue  affords  , 

A  fpecious,  empty  y  puzzling  Flow  of  Words. 

at*,  o  ;  .i>'u*.v4  .i\  .£vtfv*v  a^s/.Jft  /* 

If  your  Majefty  thinks,  that  ^Danvers  had 
the  Malice  to  aim  at  depreciating  your  He- 
rojs  Eloquence,  while  he  pretended  to  de- 
fcribe  the  CardinaFs,  I  make  no  manner  of 
Doubt,  but  that  you  will  eafily  prove.  That 
the  Eloquence  of  the  firft,  inftead  of  being 
only  wordy  ^  brisk;  i&&  flaujibtej  is  ftrongy 
and  mafeuline. 


I  HAVE  mentioned  fome  of  thofe  ground- 
lefs  Scandals  -,  which  the  Enemies  of  your 
Majefty  's  Hero  have  been  weak  enough  to 
invent  ;  and  have  even  preiumed  to  fuggeft 
to  your  Majefty,  in  what  Manner  they  ought 
to  be  anfwered.  I  do  not  doubt,  but  one 
Touch  of  your  Majefty  's  ^Pen^  will  make  them 
all  fly  and  difappear,  like  Clouds  before  the. 
Suns  and  I  do  affure  your  Majefty,  that 
there  is  not  a  Man  in  England,  who  will 
more  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  your 
Vittory,  than  my  felf. 
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YOUR   Majefty  may  pleafe  to  obferve, 
that  throughout  my  whole  Letter,  f  have 
vindicated  your  Hero  in  his  fublick  Charac- 
ter :  I  have  agreed  with  your  Majefty,  that 
the  Reports,   of  his  having  a  Defign  upon 
the    Libert*?    of  the    Pre/Sj    and    that  he 
was    endeavouring    to  fcreen     himfelf    by 
an    Aft  of  Indempvity,   can    be    no  other 
than  Infamous  Forgeries  :    If  I  have  men- 
tioned fome  other  Scandals,  which  have  been 
invented  by  the  Wickednefs  and  Malice  of 
his  Enemies,    it  is  only    that  I  may  give 
your  Majefty  an  Opportunity  of  confuting 
them. 

BUT  if,  after  all  I  have  faid  in  his  De- 
fence, your  Majefty  ftiould  wonder  what  is 
my  particular  Quarrel  to  him,  I  fhall  anfwer 
your  Majefty  with  the  fame  Franknefi  and 
Ingenuity,  with  which  I  have  hitherto  aded. 

I  DO  think,  that  notwithftanding  all  his 
Virtues,  he  has  treated  me  with  an  uncom- 
mon Degree  of  Cruelty  and  Ingratitude.  I 
am,  however,  very  fenfible,  how  apt  People 
are  to  be  farttal  in  their  own  Cafes.  If 
[  S  ]  therefor^, 
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therefore,  upon  zfair  Hearing,  any  one  Man 
of  Senje  and  Honour ^  of  his  own  Acquain- 
tance,   will  juftify   his  Behaviour  towards 
me,  I  am  ready  to  ask  his  IPardbn  for  what  I 
have  faid,  in  the  moft  publick  and  fubmiflivei 
Manner :  Nor  is  this  the  firft  Time  I  have 
made  him  this  Offer.    I  am,  however,  very 
fenfible   that  the  Deftruction  of  one  Man, 
who,  perhaps,  was  never  very  valuable,  but 
who  is  now  broke  and  difpirited  by  a  con- 
ftant  Courfe  of  Perfecution  for  nine  Years  to- 
gether ;  I  fay,  I  am  very  fenfible,  that  the 
Deftru£tion  of  fuch  a  Man,  is  not  of  Con- 
fequence  enough  to  the  Publick  to  intereft  it 
in  his  Behalf :    And  I  do  aflure  your  Maje- 
fty,  that  however  feverely  your  Hero  may 
have  treated  me,  yet,  if  I  was  fure  his  Schemes 
and    <DeJigns  were    for  the   Service  of  his 
Country,  and  the  real  Intereft  of  that  Illuf- 
trious   Family   now    upon    the  Throne,    I 
would,  with  my  laft  Breath,  moft  heartily 
wifh  him  Succefs  in  his  Undertakings.     ,1 
will  venture  to  aflert,  that  a  very  large  Share 
of  my  Thoughts,    fince  I  was   capable  of 
thinking  to  any  Purpofe>  have  been  employ- 
ed in  the  Service  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanno- 
ver.  Your  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  aflert,  that 
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I  feem  to  found  all  my  'Pretenfions  upon  a 
fmall  Entertainment  which  I  prepared  for 
my  Prince  in  his  Way  to  New-Market^ 
and  upon  a  foem  which  I  publifhed  fbon  af- 
ter, and  dedicated  it  to  his  Royal  Conform  I 
wifli  your  Majefty  had  told  the  Publick  to 
what  I  have  made  any  *PretenJions :  I  am 
fure,  I  never  yet  asked,  either  my  King,  or 
my  Queen  for  Money  ^  a  *Place^  or  a  fen- 
fan.  I  own,  I  do  think  that  I  have  fome 
fmall  Pretenfions  to  my  Sovereign's  good 
Opinion  of  my  Loyalty  and  Zeal  for  his  Fa* 
mily  ;  and  that  thefe  Pretenfions  have  a  much 
better  Foundation  ^  than  any  your  Majefty 
has  thought  fit  to  take  notice  of.  The  ridi- 
culous Light  your  Majefty  has  endeavoured 
to  place  me  in,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my  Ex- 
cufe  for  faying  fomething,  which  I  fhould 
never  otherwife  have  faid. 

MY  Behaviour,  when  the  Troteftant  Sac- 
cejjlon  was  by  many  People  thought  doubt' 
ful)  having  been  truly  reprefented  to  the  late 
King,  I  was,  foon  after  his  Majefty's  Arri- 
val, fent  into  Ireland  in  feveral  confiderable 
Employments.     I  aded  there  as  Secretary 
of  State >  Secretary  of  War^  and  Clerk  of 
[82]  the 
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the  Council^  when  the  ^Pretender  landed  in 
Scotland. 


MY  undertaking  a  heceffary  Bufinefs,  /S* 
to  my  ^Province,  and  which  was  of  no 
Advantage  to  me,  together  with  fome/^r- 
ticular  Circumftances  which  happened  in  that 
Great  Crtfis,  and  Hurry  of  Affairs  •,  obliged 
me  for  many  Weeks  together  to  fit  up  con- 
ftantly  three  Nights  in  every  Week.  It  is 
true,  the  Fees  of  my  Office  would  have  made 
me  fome  Amends  for  this  exceffive  Fatigue  : 
But  I  imagined  that  in  this  great  Crifis,  when 
the  Rnglifo  Conftttutton  was  in  danger,  every 
Man  was  obliged  to  Ihew  the  utmoft  Zeal 
for  his  King  and  his  Country  ;  I  therefore 
gave  away  all  my  legal  Fees  upon  one  of 
the  moft  conjiderable  Branches  of  my  Office, 
and  returned  their  Money  to  fuch  Counties 
as  would  fend  it  up  to  me.  The  Govern- 
ment themfelves,  at  laft,  who  faw  with  how 
much  Zeal  I  afted,  offered  me  an  handfome 
Reward  dut  of  the  Treafury.  I  was  more 
than  once  preffed  to  take  it  ;  but  would  ne- 
ver except  of  what,  I  humbly  conceive,  I 
might  have  received  with  Honour.  I  never 
aimed  at  immenfe  Wealth  >  my  Fortune  was 

at 
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at  that  Time  as  large  as  I  defired  to  fee  it ; 
and  I  had,  perhaps,  as  little  Reafon  to  fear 
a  Gaol,  as  fome  of  your  Maj  city's  Friends. 
What  I  have  here  mentioned,  is  &  plain  Faff. 
Your  Hero  knows  it  to  be  true  :  But  if  he 
thinks  proper  to  deny  it,  a  whole  Nation  are 
my  Witness.  When  your  Majefty  ihall 
condefcend  to  lay  before  thePublickoneyfo- 
gle  Inftance,  in  which  your  Hero,  or  any  one 
of  his  Family^  has  afted  with  the  like  difi 
inter  eft  ed  Zeal  in  the  Service  of  his  Triuce 
and  Country 3  I  have  then  a  good  deal  more 
to  fay  to  you.  Till  then,  this  may,  perhaps, 
fuffice ;  fince  I  humbly  conceive,  that  if  I 
had  made  any  fretenfans^  this  alone  would 
have  been  another  Sort  of  Foundation  for 
them,  than  my  offering  a  Glajs  of  Wine  to 
my  Prince,  as  he  pafled  before  my  Door;  or 
my  making  two  or  three  tolerable  Verfes. 
I  cannot  help  telling  your  Majefty,  that 
your  Speculations  upon  thefe  two  laft  To- 
picks,  are  extreamly  mean  and  pityful',  fo 
very  mean,  that  I  can  truly  affirm,  they  ne- 
ver once  entered  into  my  Head. 

I   HAVE  heard,  indeed,  that  the   prefent 
Queen  of  Great  Britain  is  a  Tatronefs  of 

S  j  polite 


A  LETTER  V    K_ 

polite  Arts  and  Sciences  y  of  which  She  has 
very  lately  given  a  remarkable  Inftance.  Her 
Bounty  has  corre&ed  the  Errors  of  Fortune : 
She  has  taken  a  Man  out  of  extream  Pover- 
ty, .whofe  Soul,  it  is  pretty  plain,  was  infi- 
nitely above  his  unhappy  Circumftances.    If 
he  has  but  one  half  of  that  Honejiy  and  Ca- 
facity-)  which  his  Compofitions  fpeak,  I  have 
known  Men  undertake  to  manage  the  Inter  efts 
of  a  Kingdom^  with  a  much  lefs  Share  of 
either.     I  will  venture  to  fay,  that  this  In- 
ftance of  her  Majefty's  Bounty  will  be  no 
Difgrace  to  her,  though  it  ihould  be  record- 
ed in  Riftory ;  nor  do  I  think  the  Precedent 
cxtreamly  dangerous ',  being  firmly  perfwaded, 
that  if  her  Majefty  fhould  determine  to  gixre 
thirty  Toundsfer  Annum  to  every  Threjher 
in  her  Dominions,  who  could  do  what  Mr. 
*Duck  has  done,  the  Revenue  of  the  Crown 
would  be  very  little  impaired  by  fach  a  Re- 
folution:    I  am  firmly  perfwaded,    that  the 
Nation  would  not  be  at  all  diffatisfied,  though 
l&t.^Duck's  fmall  Ten  fan  was  paid  him  out 
of  the  fubhck  Money.      I  believe,  indeed, 
they  are  no  mighty  Friends  to  ^Penjlons  in 
general ^  and  that  they  have  feen  in  former 
Reigns >  with  no  little  <DneafmefsJ  not  only 

thirty 
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thirty  'Pounds.,  but  three  thoufand  ^Pounds 
fer  Annum  of  their  Money  given  to  a  worth- 
lefs  Wretch^  to  fupport  his  TPride  and  Luxu- 
ry; But  what  has  infinitely  added  to  their 
'Vneafinefs,  has  been  their  obferving,  that 
this  Creature,  in  Requital  for  a  Penfion  paid 
out  of  the  *Purfes  and  Labour  of  his  Fellow- 
Subjeds,  had  promifed  to  do  whatever  a 
wicked  Minifter  bid  him,  and  to  employ  all 
his  little  Credit  and  Capacity  to  ruin  the  LH 
berties  and  Conftitution  of  his  Country. 

I  DO  allure  your  Majefty,  that  I  never  yet 
asked,  or  thought  of  receiving  a  *Penfion  y 
but  I  do  moft  ftedfaftly  believe,  that  Excel- 
lent cPrincefs,  who  now  wears  the  British 
Crown,  would  think  it,  at  leaft,  as  proper 
to  be  Juft  as  Generous  ;  and  that  while  with 
a  Royal  and  Bountiful  Hand,  She  is  giving 
one  poor  deferving  Man  fg,  much  Reafon 
to  Blefs  her,  ftie  would  not,  if  flie  knew  it, 
fuffer  even  me,  as  worthlefs,  as  defficable  as 
I  am,  to  perifti  in  a  Gaol,  for  want  of  being 
paid  a  fmall  Arrear  ;  to  which,  I  think,  I 
have  as  much  Right,  as  any  Man  in  England 
has  to  his  Eftate. 
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IT  is  not  long  fince  we  were  informed 
from  the  Tublick  Papers  of  another  A&ion 
of  Her  Majefty's,  truly  worthy  a  Great 
Queen :  We  were  told,  that  Ihe  had  fent 
Fifty  Tounds  to  a  ^Daughter  of  Milton's ; 
and  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  this  Adion 
was  the  more  generous,  as  it  is  well  known, 
that  Milton  employed  his  Great  Talents  to 
the  Deftru&ion  of  one  of  her  Royal  Prede- 
ceflbrs.  I  have  already  taken  notice,  that 
Cromwell,  as  well  as  Queen  Elizabeth^  took 
care  to  employ  the  ableji  Men  in  England. 
He  made  Milton  his  Secretary^  for  fuch  of 
his  Difpatches  as  were  to  be  wrote  in  Latin: 
I  have  feen  fbme  Letters  to  fovereign  Princes, 
drawn  up  by  this  Great  Man,  in  which  the 
Senfe  was  fo  ftrong^  and  the  Stile  fo  truly 
Roman^  as  could  fcarce  fail  to  give  any  At 
fembly,  before  whom  they  were  read,  a  great 
Idea  of  the  Wifdom  and  Genius  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Nation.  I  am  forry  to  fay,  for  the 
Honour  of  my  Country,  that  I  have  feen 
Ibme  Difpatches,  fince  the  *Days  of  Oliver 
Cromwell,  which  were  neither  Senfe  nor  La- 
tin y  and  which  evidently  proved,  that  the 
Perfon  who  drew  them  up,  did  not  under- 
R  ftand 
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Hand  the  true  Force   and  Meaning  of  thofe 
Words  he  ufed. 

CROMWELL  was  &  good-natured  tt\&  gene- 
rous Matter  to  an  able  Servant.  Milton's 
Poft  gave  him  conftant  Accefs  to  the  Protec- 
tory and  I  think  it  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
but  that  if  this  great  Man  (whofe  Geniug 
was  little  inferior  to  Homers)  had  been  in- 
tent upon  getting  Money,  he  might  have 
made  a  large  Fortune.  He  might,  doubtlefi, 
have  had  a  Share  of  the  Church-Lands  and 
conffcated  Eftates ;  but  while  he  was  whol- 
ly intent  upon  what  he  thought  his  *Duty, 
and  the  Service  of  his  Country,  he  took  Ib 
little  Care  to  heap  up  Money,  that  I  am  af- 
fured  his  only  Daughter  (whom  he  had  taught 
to  read  Greek  to  him,  though  fhe  did  not 
underftand  it)  would  have  wanted  Neceflk- 
ries  before  <lhe  died,  if  Mr.  Addtfon  had 
not  colle&ed  one  hundred  Guineas  for  her 
among  his  particular  Friends;  and  if  the 
Queen  had  not  lately  fent  her  Fifty  Pounds. 
I  never  yet  asked,  and  I  believe  ihall  never 
ask  for  Bounty -Money  from  the  Crown  ;  but 
I  do  moft  firmly  believe  that  the  fame  good 
Queen  who  fent  Fifty  Pounds  to  a  ^Daughter 

of 
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of  Milton*  ^  would  not  fuffer  the  neareft Male- 
Relation  of  the  late  Mr.  ADDISON  to  ftarw 
in  a  Goat,  for  want  of  v^hat  is  moft  juftly 
due  to  him  from  the  Crown.  Having  men- 
tioned my  deceafed  Friend  and  Relation^  the 
late  Mr.  ADDISON,  I  cannot  forbear  faying, 
that  I  am  fully  perfwaded  both  the  prefent 
Jlge^  and  all  foflerity^  will  allow  him  to  have 
been,  at  leaft,  as  great  and  as  good  a  Man,  as 
your  Majefty's  Hero.  It  is  fomething  more 
difficult  for  a  Man  to  make  a  whole  Nation 
chearfully  lay  out  their  Money  to  know  his 
Sentiments^  than  to  talk  before  Jive  hundred 
People  in  a  7 lace ^  where  they  are  obliged  to 
hear  \vaat  is  faid,  if  they  do  not  flop  their 
Ears.  Mr.  ADDIONS'S  Political  Writings, 
in  the  Opinion  of  all  Mankind,  contributed 
not  a  little  to  endear  the  Trot  eft  ant  Succejfion 
to  his;Feilow-Subjeds.  I  believe  it  is  hardly 
yet  forgot  what  a  Efirit  of  Liberty  his  Tra- 
gedy of  Cato  rouzed  up  in  the  *People\  and 
that  an  able  and  dextrous  Statelman  *  then 
in  Power,  (whatever  was  his  private  Opinion,) 
thought  it  a  wifer  Way  to  fwim  with  the 
m*>  iv  -*;v*,  sHrf  ^M  ^' 

*  •.•  ••'••'      •     •'-''•    ••      .^    b.  )•?!-;_     ' 

*  The  late  Lord  B he. 
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Stream,  than  oppofc  the  Torrent :  He  went 
himfelf  to  the  Theatre,    fat  in  the  moft  con- 
fpicuous  Part  of  it,  joined  with  the  People 
in  their  Applaufes  ;  and  when  the  Play  was 
done,  clapping  fifty   Guineas  into  Booth's 
Hand,   told  him,    with  an  Air  which  more 
than  dotibledtite  Favour ,   That  He  muft  de- 
fire  him  to  accept  ofthatfmallTrefentyfor 
dying  fo  nobly  in  the  Caufe  of  Liberty.    In 
a  word;  I  do  firmly  believe  that  your  Ma- 
j'efty's  Hero  never  yet  did  one  tenth  Part  of 
that  real  Service  for  the  Houfe  of  Hanover ', 
as  the  late  Mr.  ADDISON.     T  would  not  be 
thought  to  mean  this  as  a  Reflection  :    Hea- 
ven itfelf  does  not  require  more  of  any  Man, 
than  his  Abilities  enable  him  to  perform. 

THIS  is  not  a  Place  to  examine  whether 
I  ever  did  your  Hero  any  particular  Ser- 
vices ;  or  he  ever  made  me  any  particular 
'Promifes.  I  was  never  yet  weak  enough  to 
imagine,  that  a  Modern  'Politician  was  obli- 
ged by  his  Word,  or  the  common  Rules  of 
Juftice  and  Gratitude.  I  was  born  to  an 
Eftate,  which  placed  me  above  Want :  I 
was  bred  to  a  ^Profejfion^  in  which,  I  hope, 
I  could  have  got  at  leaft  a  Livelihood:  But 

if 
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If  my  ^Paternal  Eft  ate  has  been  ftruck  at  by 
Extraordinary  Methods  ;  If  I  have  been  dif- 
countenanced  in  the  Exercise  vfmy'ProfejJion  j 
If  with  an  Inhumanity  rarely  praftifed  to- 
wards the  moft  notorious  Trait  or ,  the  facred 
Name  of  a  A7//£  ,detefting  Cruelties^  has  been 
made  ufe  of  to  prevent  Great  Mens  doing  me 
Kindnefles  which  they  intended,  but  which  I 
never  fo licit ed^  or  even  exfefted ;  If  this 
fhould  happen  to  be  the  Cafe,  Thefe  are  Cir- 
cumftances  which  (let  me  tell  your  Majefty  in 
your  own  Words}  willjuftify  an  of  en  Opfo- 
Jttion.  If  I  can  be  made  fenfible,  that  I  have 
done  your  Majefty 's  Hero  any  Injury,  or 
have  been  mififlformed  in  any  one  *P articular^ 
(which  I  will  not  affirm  is  abfolutely  impoC- 
fi We,)  there  is  no  Reparation,  upon  Earth,  in 
my  Power  to  make,  which  I  fhall  not  moft 
readily  make  him.  In  this  Cafe,  there  fliali 
be  no  Occafion  for  any  A£ts  of  Poiver  or 
Extraordinary  Management  in  Weftminfter- 
Hall.  I  believe  I  ftiould  be  as  fevere  to 
wyfelfc  as  ever  he  could  be  to  me.  But,  if 
on  the  other  hand,  your  Majefty  has  in- 
Ipired  him  with  fome  of  thofe  arbitrary  Prin- 
ciples upon  which  you  a&ed,  when  you  was 
King  ofSfarta,  and  which  made  you  affaffi- 

nate 
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Mate  or  banifb  every  Man  you  did  not  like.* 
If  his  Head  is  fo  entire!}'  turned  with  Tride 
and  Power y  as  to  imagine  himfelf  above  gi- 
ving any  Reafon  for  his  Proceedings  to  Men 
whofe  AJJiftance  he  once  courted^  I  am  of 
Opinion  he  will  yet  find  Spirit  enough  left 
among  his  Fellow-Subjects,  to  give  him 
fome  little  Uneafinefs  :  I  myfelf  can  inform 
him  of  one/00r  Gentleman^  who,  though  at 
prefent  he  lies  in  a  Gaol,  yet,  while  he  has 
any  Breath  left  in  his  poor  Carcafe,  will  n&- 
•y&Jilently  fubmit  to  fo  ofen^fo  bare-faced  & 
Tyranny.  I  have  read  an  Account  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Spanith  InquiRtion^  and  I 

obferve, 

*Ckamenes  refolving  to  be  abfolute,  upon  his  Return 
to  Sp.iria,  at  the  Head  of  the  Mercenaries,  from  an  Ex- 
pedition againft  ^.zAchaans,  fent  one  Euryclidas  before 
him  to  the  SuJJitiuyn,  or  Rating-Place  of  the  ILphori. 
Euryclidas  pretended  he  had  a  Meflage  from  the  King, 
relating  to  the  Army;  but  while  he  was  delivering  this 
pretend edMelTage,  a  fmall  Party  of  Samothracians,  that 
followed  him,  rufhed  in,  and  flew  the  Ephori.  Cleomenes 
baniihing  fome  other  Spartans,  alfumed  the  whole  Power 
o#er  the  Commonwealth;  but  his  having  murdered  the 
Epbori  in  this  infamous  Mannzr^  and  it  ixvig  likewife 
ftrougly  fufpcCted,  that. he  had  caufed  Archidumas  tq  be 
ajj'ajfinated,  made  him  fo  much  detefted  by  fome  of  his 
Subjects,  that  (though  he  had  an  unbounded  Gemrojity 
and  great  military  Skill)  ic  is  thought  he  was  betrayed 
in  the  Battle  againft  Antigonus\  nor  can  I  find,  that  af- 
ter the  Death  of  that  Prince,  the  Lacedemonians 
defirecf  Cleomenes  ihould  return  to  Sparta. 
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obferve,  that  whenever  that  moft  merciful 
Tribunal  clap  an  unhappy  Wretch  upon  the 
Rack;  he  has  always  the  Liberty  of  Groan* 
ing  as  loud  as  he  has  a  mind  to. 

YOUR  Majefty  is  pleafed  to  conclude  your 
Letter  with  a  Queftion  :  After  having  finifti- 
cd  your  Panegyrick  upon  your  HerOj  you 
are  pleafed  to  ask ; 

"  What  then  is  it  pojjlble  fuch  a  Gentle* 
"  man  foould  apprehend  from  Jo  defpicable 
"  aToolasMr.Eudgdl?" 

To  this  Quejtion  I  fhall  return  a  direct 
Anjwer.  Your  Majefty  asks,  What  it  is 
fojjlble  your  Hero  fbould  apprehend  from  fo 
defpicable  a  Tool  as  Mr.  Budgell  ?  I  anfwer, 
If  he  is  Innocent ^  NOTHING  ;  IfheisG^/7^ 
EVERY  THING*  We  have,  Thanks  be  to 
God,  a  King  and  Queen  upon  the  Throne, 
who  are  Lovers  of  Jujiice^  and  abhor  Cruel- 
ties. 'Tis  true,  the  Age  we  live  in,'  is  bafe 
and  degenerate  enough ;  yet,  perhaps,  plain 
Truths  and  Matters  ofFaft,  may  carry  fome 
little  Weight  with  them,  though  they  fhould 

happen 
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happen  to  fall  from  the  Mouth;  or  the 
even  offe  defficablea  Tool  as  Mr.  Jiudgell. 

. 
/  am, 

Tour  Majefly's  mofl  Obliged* 

Andmoft  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

Novem.  6. 

1730. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

SOME  of  my  Readers  may  poffibly  ex- 
ped,  that  I  fhould  give  a  particular  An- 
fwer  to  all  thofe  kind  Tit les,  your  Majefty 
has  been  pleafed  to  confer  upon  me  in  your 
Royal  Epiftle  :  Such  as  an  Ape,  a  Fool,  a 
Coxcomb j  an  Impoftor,  a  Buffoon,  an  Imfle- 
ment  of  Scandal,  a  Man  feelow  all  Notice,  a 
bafe  ^Defamer^  &c.  But  as  thefe  Arguments 
are  couched  in  a  Stile,  which  becomes  no 
Man  but  a  Monarch,  and  in  which  I  never 
yet  wrote,  I  have  nothing  at  all  to  fay  to 
this  Tart  of  your  Majefty's  Letter. 


F    I  N  I  s. 
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BUDGELL    and    PAZEY, 

'•*_'•  *-.••*».:•    $f  '~;,$\  NJ5^:  '•}! 

'Plaintiffs  in  Error. 

P  I  E  R  S  or  H  O  L  L  I  8, 

^Defendant  in  Error. 


Cafe  qf  ^  Plaintiffs  in  Error. 

Which,  if  an  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  LORDS 
flands  unaltered,  will  be  heard  at  'the  Bar 
of  the  faid  Houfe  ^  an  the  i6/£0/May  ; 
on  which  *Day  the  Errors  on  three  other 
Writs  of  Error  are  alfo  ordered  to  be  ar- 

gued. 

'  •"  if"\   r  r"*  ''  •'  \  r  T       " 

^ri 
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BUDGELLandPAZEY, 

Plaintiffs  in  Error. 

PIERS  or  HOLLIS, 

Defendant  in  Error. 

When  thofe  very  Laws  which  were  dejigned 
to  fecure  the  Property  of  the  Subject,  are 
made  the  Injlruments  to  deftroy  it  y  and 
when  an  innocent  Man,  who  dejires  to  be 
quiet,  and  would  do  any  thing  that  is 
reafonable  to  fur  chafe  Peace,  jkall  have 
a  Multitude  of  Actions  brought  again/I 
hint;  with  no  other  Intent,  than  a  plain  and 
evident  Defign  to  ruin  him  :  As  this  may 
one  Day  be  the  Cafe  of  any  frivate  Gen- 
tleman in  England,  who  (ball  have  a  Rich 
and  Powerful  Man  his  Enemy^,  it  may 
require  a  more  than  ordinary  Attention. 

The  following  CASE  is  mojl  humbly  f  re- 
fumed  to  be  extreamly  remarkable  and  un- 
common. 

. 

MR.  Budgell,  fome  Years  fince,  bought 
the  Reyerfion  of  an  Eftate  of  one 
a  j  Mr 
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Mr.  John  Tiers,  after  the  Life  of  his  Mo- 
ther: This  Eftate  is  held  Under  St.  Joht?s 
College  in  Cambridge, and  lies  in  the  Manor 
of  Thorrington  in  Effrx^    the  Cuftom   of 
which  Manor  is  Eurrough  Englifh.  Mr.  Bud- 
ge'If 's  Title  to  the  faid  Eftate  is  thus :  John 
Tiers  the  Father  bought  the  Eftate,  which 
is  Copyhold  of  Inheritance,    and  was  fur- 
rendered  to  the  Ufe  of  the  faid  John  Tiers 
and  his  Wife,  and  the  longeft  Liver  of  them, 
and  afterwards  to  the  Heirs  of  the  faid  Tiers 
for  ever.     He  died,   leaving  four  Sons,  viz. 
John,   William,    Edward,    and  Land-,    fb 
that  the  Reverfion  of  the  faid  Eftate  became 
vefted  in  the  youngeft  Son  Laud,  after  the 
Death  of  his  Mother  ;    and   he  dying  in- 
teftate  before  his  Mother,    the  Reverfion  of 
the  faid  Eftate  fell  to  his  Heir  at  Law,  viz* 
his  elder  Brother  John  Tiers,  from  whom 
Mr.  Budgell    purchased.      Notwithftanding 
this3  William  Tiers,  the  fecond  Brother,  who 
was  neither  his  Father's,    or   his   Mother's 
youngeft  Son  at  the   Time  of  their  Death, 
went  down  to  Cambridge,  upon  his  Mother's 
Death,  and,  by  the  Advice  of  fome  People, 
got  himfelf  admitted  by  the  College,    and 
perfwatfed  Robert  Taxey,  a  poor  ignorant 
w  Man, 
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Man,  to  attorn  Tenant  to  him  ;  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  Tazey,  having  fome  Doubts,  re- 
fufed  to  do,  till  Tiers  gave  him  a  Bond  to 
indempnify  him  for  paying  his  Rent. 

Mr.  Budgell,  who  had  purchased  the 
Eftate  for  a  valuable  Confideration,  offered, 
for  a  long  Time,  to  refer  the  Matter  to  any 
Council  learned  in  the  Law ;  which  being 
refufed,  and  Mr.  Budgell  being  allured  by 
all  the  Council  he  confulted,  that  his  Title 
was  good,  he  laid  the  fame,  at  laft,  before 
St,  John's  College ;  who  being  likewife  at 
fured  by  their  Council,  that  the  Eftate  was 
Mr.  Budgell 's,  admitted  him  to  it ;  and  Ta- 
z,ey  likewife  attorned  Tenant  to  him,  by 
figning  a  Writing  drawn  up  and  witnefled 
by  the  Steward  of  the  College. 

Note,  Mr.  William  Tiers  married  aWife, 
who  had  been  Woman  to  an  Aunt  of 
Mr.  Budgell's,  and  purchafed  an  An- 
nuity  from  him  of  io/.  per  Annum  for 
her  Life ;  which  Mr. Budgell  conftantly 
paid,  till  her  Husband  got  into  PofTef- 
fion  of  the  Thorrington  Eftate,  as  afore- 
faid  ;  but  then  Mr.  Budgell  was  ad- 
a  4  vifed 
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vifed  to  flop  the  faid  Annuity  as  a 
fmall  Reprifal ;  but  he  never  once  de- 
nied that  it  was  due,  and  conftantly  of- 
fered Mr.  Tiers's  Attorney  (by  whom 
Mr.  Tiers ',  who  is  a  very  antient  Cler- 
gyman, declared  he  was  entirely  di- 
re6ted)  to  allow  it  out  of  thofe  Rents 
Mr.  *Piers  had  received  at  Thorring- 
ton ;  or  elfe  defired,  if  he  thought  his 
Client  was  intitled  to  the  Thorrington 
Eftate,  he  would  fairly  try  that  Title. 
The  Attorney  would  do  neither;  and 
inftead  of  bringing  an  Ejedment  for 
the  Thorrington  Eftate,  which  was  the 
only  Matter  in  Queftion,  he  brings  an 
Ejectment  againft  an  Eftate  of  Mr.  Bud- 
ge W$  in  'Devonfoirey  of  30  /.  fer  Ann. 
which  was  bound  for  the  Payment  of 
the  abovefaid  Annuity.  Mr.  Budgell 
could  make  no  Defence  againft  this 
Claim,  for  he  never  denied  that  the 
Annuity  was  due  5  fo  that  the  Attorney 
got  a  Judgment,  and  he,  or  his  Client, 
is  now  in  the  a#ual  Pofleffion  of  an 
Eftate  of  go  /.  fer  Annum  in  Land, 
for  an  Annuity  of  only  10  /.  fer  An- 
num during  the  Life  of  an  old  Woman? 

who 
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who  is  above  Threefcore  :  Yet  not  con. 
tent  with  this,  they  have  brought  another 
Attion  againft  Mr.  Budgell  for  200  1. 
upon  a  Bond,  which  he  gave  only  as  a 
Collateral  Security  for  the  Tayment  of 
the  faid  Annuity;  and  Mr.  Budgell  ha- 
ving no  other  Relief  but  in  Equity,  a- 
gainft  this  cruel  and  moft  unjuft  Pro- 
ceeding, they  have  got  a  Judgment  up- 
on the  faid  Bond. 


WHEN  the  Attorney  had  done  all 
being  apprehenfive  that  Robert  Tazey  might 
feek  to  be  indempnified  for  the  Money  he  had 
paid  in  his  own  Wrong,  the  faid  Attorney 
goes  down  to  Thorrington  in  Effex,  and  there 
perfuading  the  poor  Man,  fazey,  to  let  him 
lee  his  Bond  of  Indempnification,  he  claps  the 
Bond  in  his  Pocket,  and  rides  away  with  it. 
When  he  had  thus  taken  away  the  poor  Te- 
nant's Bond,  he  brings  an  Ejedment  againft 
him,  to  which  Mr.  Budgell,  the  Landlord, 
made  himfelf  a  Party  ;  Mr.  Budgell  could 
not  but  think  himfelf  fure  of  his  Caufe,  fince 
not  only  his  own  Council,  viz.  Mr.  Serjeant 
Bains  ,  and  Mr.  Serjeant  ^Darnell^  but  even 
thofe  his  Adverfary  had  confulted,  declared 

Mr- 
\ 
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Mr.  BudgelFs  Title  was  good.    The  Attor- 
ney, however,  brought  on  the  Caufe  at  Chelmf- 
ford ;  but  iriftead  of  entering  at  all  into  the 
Merits  of  his  Client's  pfttended  Title,  which 
would  have  ended  all  Controverfies,    (but 
which  he  knew  was  not  good,)  he  produced  a 
Leafe  for  three  Years,  which  was  expired, 
but  which  Tazey  had  been  ignorantly  brought 
to  take  from  Mr.  Tiers,  and  which  Mr.  Bud- 
gell  had  never  heard  of  before.     This  Leafe 
being  an  Eflopel  at  Law  againft  Ta&ey,  the 
Tenant-  in    Pofleffion,   the  Attorney  got  a 
Verdicl :  He  had  taken  care  to  bring  his  Ac- 
tion upon  an   Original  out  of   the  King's- 
Bench,  fothat  Mr.  Budge II could  not  prevent 
having  his  Eftate  immediately  entered  upon, 
and  ruined,  by  any  other  Way  than  being  at 
the  great  Ex  fence  of  bringing  a  Writ  of  Er- 
ror in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,    which  he   hath 
done  accordingly,   and  muft  likewife  apply 
to  Chancery  this  next  Term,  for  an  Injunc- 
tion to  flop  thefe   unparalleled  Proceedings, 
and  to  oblige  Mr.  Tiers  to  try  the  true  Iffue. 
Mr.  Tiers' §  Attorney,    fince  the  Verdid  at 
Chelmsford,  has  alfo  lent  down  and  arrefted 
the  Tenant  Tazey,  a  poor  ignorant  Man,  for 
I  £ o  /.  which  he  pretends  is  due  to  his  Client 

for 
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for  Rent,  although  the  Title  is  not  yet  tried, 
and  although  he  had  taken  the  faid  'Pazey's 
Bond  from  him,  by  which  he  might  be  in- 
dempnified  for  the  Money  he  hath  already 
paid.  The  Bailiffs,  for  Want  of  Bail,  kept 
the  Man  feveral  Days  in  Cuftody,  and  ufed 
him  in  a  moft  barbarous  Manner }  and  feveral 
other  People  feeing  he  was  arrefted,  demand- 
ed their  little  Debts  alfo  of  him  ;  ib  that  the 
poor  Man  and  his  Family  are  undone. 

THE  only  real  Controverfy  between  Mr. 
Budge II  and  Mr.  *Piers,  is  about  the  Thor- 
rington  Eftate,  which  might  have  been  end- 
ed at  once,  either  by  referring  it  to  Council, 
or  fairly  trying  the  Title  j  but  inftead  of  that, 
Mr.  Tiers's  Attorney  has  made  four  feveral 
Law-Suits  of  it,  and  forced  TAt.Budgell 
befides  into  the  Houfe  of  Lords^  and  into 
Chancery. 

THE  whole  Eftate  is  but  fifty  Pounds /<=r 
Annum  y  and  as  it  inuft  be  kept  fenced  againft 
the  Sea  with  a  good  Wall,  does  not,  fome 
Years,  produce  any  Thing  clear ;  fo  tiu&much 
more  Money  has  been  already  fpent  in  Law 
than  the  Eftate  is  worth. 

IT 
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IT  is  plain  the  whole  "Defign  of  thefe  Pro- 
ceedings is  to  raife  up  as  many  Law-Suits  a« 
poflible,to  ruin  TAi.Budgell:  The  poor  Tenant 
is  already  ruined ;  and  Mr. Tiers  himfelf  would 
at  length  be  ruined,  if  thefe  Things  were  car- 
ried  on  at  his  Expence:  But  he  is  an  ancient 
Country  Clergyman,  who  declares  he  knows 
nothing  of  the  Law,  but  leaves  all  to  the 
Management  of  his  Attorney,  who,  there  are 
good  Reafons  to  believe,  was  encouraged  and 
fupported  by  a  greater  Man  than  Mr.  ^Piers^ 
to  carry  on  thefe  Proceedings,  in  order  to 
ruin  Mr.  Budge II. 

Mr.  Budgell  would  have  got  an  Injunc- 
tion from  Chancery  laft  Term  (which  is  his 
only  and  proper  Remedy ;)  but  was  difappoint- 
ed  of  it  by  a  Miftake  of  his  Sollicitor's,  and 
Mr.  fiers's  living  above  an  hundred  Miles 
off,  fo  that  the  Subpoena  could  not  be  ferved 
in  Time. 

kftp-     r:-<    ^    •'.;.- 

His  Adverfaries  are  puftiing  on  the  Writ 
of  Error,  which  he  has  been  obliged  to  bring 
as  aforefaid  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  becaufe 
they  know  he  muft  have  an  Injun&ion  from 
Chancery  in  a  few  Days,  which  will  effedual- 
ly  Hop  all  their  Proceedings.  I* 


The  Appendix.          xiii 

IF  Mr.  Eudgell  had  brought  his  Writ  of 
Error  to  prevent  the  Payment  of  zjuft  T)ebty 
he  ftiould  not  have  thought  he  deferved  any 
Favour  \  but  being  obliged  to  bring  his  Writ 
of  Error  by  the  unjuft  Troceedings  before 
mentioned,  he  humbly  hopes,  the  mod  Ho- 
nourable Houfe  of  Lords  will  not  fhew  his 
Adverfaries  fo  much  Favour  as  to  grant  them 
a  By-Day ;  nor  try  this  Writ  of  Error  on 
the  fame  Day  with  three  others,  which  it  is 
humbly  conceived  were  appointed  to  be  heard 
all  together,  upon  a  Suppofition  that  they 
were  only  brought  (as  they  often  are)  to  de- 
lay Juftice. 

HE  is  well  allured  that  moft  Honourable 
Houfe,  which  is  the  ^Dernier  Re  fort  of  Juf- 
tice, will  fliew  no  Manner  of  Countenance 
to  fuch  AEts  of  OffreJJion^  as  are  perhaps 
without  a  'Precedent-,  and  he  and  his  Tenant 
having  a&ually  filed  their  Bill  in  Chancery ', 
before  this  next  Term,  and  got  a  Subfcena 
returnable  the  firft  Day  of  it,  are  fure  of 
obtaining  an  Injun&ion  againft  their  Adver- 
faries, if  they  are  not  indulged  by  the  Houfe, 
with  having  the  Errors  argued  on  a  By- 
Day. 

G  WHERE- 
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WHEREFORE  the  Plaintiffs 

humbly  hope,  That  the  'Defendant 

in  Error  (ball  have  nofuch  Favour 

Chewed  him  y  and  that  this  Caufe 

{hall  not  be  brought  on  before  others 

which  were  fet  downy   and  there- 

fore may  regularly  be  heard  be- 

for-eit- 


I  DO  hereby  certify,  both  as  a  Gentle- 
man, and  a  Barrifler  at  Law,  that  the 
above  is  a  true  State  of  my  Cafe,  and  that  I 
defire  no  other  Favour  from  my  cruel  Ad- 
verfaries^  but  that  they  will  either  fairly 
try  their  Title  to  the  Eftate^i  refer  the  fame 
to  any  indifferent  Council  learned  in  the 
Law. 


-      ,^  :£.  BU  DGELL. 

Note.,  The  Reader  cannot  but  obferve,  that 
the  Proceedings  above  mentioned  are  Ib  com- 
plicated, and  of  fuch  a  Nature,  that  no  other 
Council  but  myfelf  could  fet  their  Hands  to 
all  the  feveral  Fads. 

THE 


THE 

CHARACTER 

Of  the  Late 

Earl  of  HALIFAX, 

Mentioned  and  Referred  tp  in  the  foregoing 

Letter  to  CLEOMENES. 


v'j  rT  T'-*"  r*T  ^'  -f   ?~\  *  r 


THE 


CHARACTER4 

Of  the  Late 

Earl  of  HA  LI  FA  X, 

T  was  a  lucky  Accident  for  his 
Country,  that  the  late  Earl  of  Hali- 
fax was  a  fingle  Man,  and  had  no 
numerous  Family ,  to  be  enriched  at  the  Ex- 
fence  of  the  Tublick.  When  he  had  made 

his 


*  This  Chara&er  is  taken  out  of  a  Pamphlet  wrote  by 
the  Author  in  the  Year  1711.  and  entitled,  A  Letter  to 
«  Friend  in  the  Country,  occasioned  by  a  Report,  That  there 
is  a  Defignftill  forming  by  the  late  Dire&ors  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company,  their  Agents  and  Aflbciates,  to  iffue  the 
Receipts  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Subscriptions  at  icoo  per* 
Cent,  and  to  extort  about  Ten  Millions  more  from  the  mi- 
firable  People  of  Great  Britain.  With  fome  Observations 
on  the  prefect  State  of  Affairs  at  Home  and  Abroad,  It 
is  poffible  that  this  Character  of  the  late  Lord  tialifa'x, 
with  what  is  farther  faid  of  him  by  the  Author  before 
his  Tranfiation  of  the  Characters  of  Theophraftus,  may 
give  PofteHty  a  pretty  good  Idea  of  that  Great  Man, 
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his  own  Fortune  eafy,  which  the  befl  of  StateC- 
men  will  do,    his  only  remaining  Ambition 
was,  to  do  fomething  wor^iy  a  Patriot3  worthy 
of  himfelf,  and  that  might  tranfmit  his  Me- 
mory with  Honour  to  Pofterity.      No  Man 
had  ever  greater  ^Parliamentary  Qualities,  or 
was  more  happy  at  explaining  (what  he  tho- 
roughly understood)    every  Thing  relating 
to  our  'Pub  lick  Funds ,  &c.     But  then  his 
Capacity  was  not  confined  here  :     He  had  a 
moft  exaft  Knowledge  of  ancient  and  modern 
Hiftory,  which  as  it  gives  a  Man  the  Expe- 
rience of  faft  Ages,    is,   perhaps,   the  moft 
certain  Affiftance  human  Wifdom  can  have, 
in  order  to  form  a  right  Judgment  of  Things 
frefent .     As  he  was  t rul  y  a  Great  Man,  and 
a  fuperior  Genius,  he  was  fo  far  from  being 
jealous  or  afraid  of  others,  who  might  have 
fome  f mall  Share  of  thofe  Talents  he  fo  emi- 
nently poflfeiTed,  that  thefe  were  the  Men  he 
made  it  his  Study  to  find  outy  and  to  emfloy 
in  the  Service  of  the  Publick,  as  their  feverai 
Capacities  made  them  moft  ufeful.      He  un- 
derftood perfe&ly  well  the  true  Intereft  of 
Great    Britain,    with   relation   to  Foreign 
States  j    and  was  (b  curious  in  every  Thing 
that  regarded  Trade  and  Commerce,    that  he 

had 
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had  made  a  Collection  of  every  Arret  that 
had  been  publiflied  in  France  or  Holland 
for  fome  Years  paft  upon  that  Subjeft.  He 
died  when  his  Heart  was  big  with  Defigns 
for  the  Honour  and  Advantage  of  his  Coun- 
try •  and  was  taken  from  us  at  a  Timey  when 
we  had  moft  of  all  Occafion  for  his  great 
Abilities. 
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LETTER 
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Mr.    LAW, 


UPON    HIS 


Arrival   in   Great    Britain. 


The  SEVENTH  EDITION. 
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LETTER 


Mr. 


T  O 

I    A 


W, 


Mentioned  and  Referred  to  in 
the  foregoing  LETTER  to 
Cleomenes. 


SIR, 

F  the  Method  to  acquire  Fame,  is 
to  be  the  Author  of  the  greateft 
and  moft  furprizing  Events ;  or  if 
thofe  Perfons  naturally  draw  the 
Eyes  and  Attention  of  Mankind  upon  them, 
who  have  felt  the  utmoft  Viciffitudes  of  For- 
tune, there  is  not  at  prefent  in  any  known 
Part  of  the  World  fo  eminent  a  Man  as 
your  felf.  It  is  yet  little  more  than  a  Twelve- 
month fince  you  were  the  greateft  and  moit 
glorious  Subjed  in  Europe^  beloved  and  fup~ 

b  4  ported 
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ported    by   a   Wife  and    Powerful    Prince, 
courted  and  carefled  by  all  the  Nobility  of 
France^  and  almoft  worfliipped  and  adored 
by  the  Common  People.     You  are  at  prefent 
forced  to  fly  from  the  Refentments  of  thofe 
very  People,  who  have  more  than  once  at- 
tempted your  Life ;  and,  after  a  long  Exile, 
are  at  Length  come  back  again  to  Great 
Britain.    If  her  former  unkind  Ufage  has 
#6t    altogether    effaced  fhofe  tender   Senti- 
ments every  great  and   good  Man  feels  for 
that  Place  to  which  he  owed  his  Birth  and 
Education,  you  cannot  poffibly  be  unaffeft- 
ed  with  the  prefent  deplorable  State  of  your 
native  Country.     You  will  find  our  Trade 
loft,  qur  Credit  ruined,  our  Money  in  the 
Hands  of  the  bafeft  Men  among  us,  and  the 
Innocent  and  Deluded  ftill  groaning  under 
the  Oppreflions  of  the  Wicked  and  the  In- 
fatiable :   You  will  find,  that  our  Deftruc- 
{ion  was    brought  upon   us  by    a   Set  of 
Wretches,  who  have  committed  much  higher 
Crimes  than  your  greateft  Adverfaries  ever 
accufed  you  of,  without  being   pofTefled  of 
any  one  of  thofe  great  and  generous  Quali- 
ties your  moft  inveterate  Enemies  are  forced 
to  allow  you :  That  thele  contemptible  Fel- 
lows 
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lows  have  ruined  us  without  fo  much  as  the 
Pretence  to  any  rational  Scheme,  or  one  to- 
lerable Defign  forvjgnlarging  Trade  and  Com- 
merce :  That  the  only  Handle  they  had 
Senfe  enough  to  lay  hold  on  to  perpetrate 
their  Villany,  was  that  Spirit  your  Syftem 
and  Succefs  in  France  had  infilled  into  Peo- 
ple here ;  fo  that,  indeed,  however  diftant  it 
might  be  from  your  Intentions,  you  may  in 
one  Senfe  be  termed  the  Author  of  our  MiC- 
fortunes.  You  are  not,  therefore,  to  be  fur- 
prized,  if  the  Undiftinguifhing  and  Unfortu- 
nate among  us  look  upon  you  as  the  imme- 
diate Caufe  of  their  Calamities  and  Ruiru 
Amidft  thefe  Prejudices  and  Paffions  of  the 
Vulgar,  a  Pen  never  yet  proftituted  to  Flat- 
tery endeavours  to  do  fome  Juftice  to  your 
extraordinary  Talents;  and  'tis  hoped  you 
will  excufe  this  Letter,  wrote  with  a  Liberty 
of  which  we  in  this  Ifland  have  ftill  fome 
Footfteps  remaining,  though  you  have  met 
with  fo  little  of  it  in  Foreign  Countries. 

EVERY    Man  who  has  juft  Notions   of 

Credit,  Trade,  and  Money,  muft  allow  that 

the,  firft    Principles    on   which    your   great 

Scheme  was  founded,  are  moft  of  them  un- 

1  deniable ; 
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deniable ;  but  it  is  pretty  well  known,  that 
the  Avarice  of  fome  with  whom  you  were 
forced  to  comply,  and  the  JEnvy  of  others 
who  knew  the  only  Way  to  overthrow  the 
whole  Structure,  was  to  make  it  too  large 
for  its  Foundation,  obliged  you,  if  not  to 
do>  at  leaft  to  Juffer  what  was  equally  againft 
both  your  Judgment  and  Inclination.  To 
expect,  after  this,  that  you  Ihould  be  an- 
fwerable  for  all  the  Confluences,  was  as 
foolilh  and  unreaibnable,  as  if  a  Merchant 
Ihould  fue  the  Shipwright  who  firft  built  and 
launched  his  VejQTel,  for  the  Damages  fhe 
afterwards  fuftained  in  being  run  upon  a 
Rock  by  unskilful  Pilots. 
>-%,n-  OC^G//  v 

WHAT  was  the  Deitrudlion  both  of  the 
MtffiJJiffi  and  South-Sea  Stocfc5  was  their 
riling  to  fuch  a  monftrous  Height ;  and  it  is 
as  certain  that  you  forefaw  the  Confequence, 
and  endeavoured  to  have  flopped  the  Rife  of 
the  former,  as  it  is  notorious  that  our  Set  of 
thoughtlefs  and  infatiable  Managers  did  eve- 
ry Thing  in  their  Power  to  encourage  that 
of  the  latter.  This  is  demonitrable  from 
one  plain  Matter  of  Fad.  The  -Miffiffippi 
Stock -was  a  long  while  together  at  above 

1800 
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1800  Livres  per  Cent,  and  fold  for  fome 
Time  at  20^0  Livres  fer  Cent.  Notwith- 
ftanding  which,  inilead  of  encouraging  the 
People  to  believe  it  really  worth  what  their 
Madnefs  had  mounted  it  to,  you  took  in  but 
three  Subfcriptions  at  1000  Livres  fer 
Cent,  and  bound  your  felf  down  to  take  in 
no  more  ;  that  is,  in  other  Words,  you  ne- 
ver pretended  to  declare,  by  the  Price  at 
which  you  fet  your  higheft  Subfcriptions, 
that  the  Stock  was  really  worth  half  as  much 
as  it  adhially  Ibid  for. 

ON  the  contrary,  our  South-Sea  Stock 
never  aftually  fold  for  1000  /.  fer  Cent. 
ready  Money.  Notwithftanding  which,  our 
honeft  and  wife  Directors,  to  perfwade  Peo- 
ple they  did  not  know  the  Value  of  it,  took 
in  two  vaft  Subfcriptions  at  1000  /.  fer 
Cent,  each,  and  had  defignM  to  open  a  fifth 
at  1200  /. 

HOWEVER,  therefore,  the  prefent  Preju- 
dices and  Paffions  of  the  Weak  and  Undifl 
cerning  may  confound  Men  and  Things  to- 
gether, without  ever  giving  themfelves  the 
Trouble  to  make  a  juft  Companion,  Pofte* 
w  rity 
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rity  will  do  you  Juftice,  and  make  a 
Difference  between  your  wretched  Imitators, 
and  the  great  Original  they  endeavoured  to 

copy  after. 

v  ^  to  vino  ton  '' 

I'  ' :  ^ftd»-  •<  ^ 

WHEN  fome  future  Hiftorian,  with  a  Ge- 
nius equal  to  the  Work  he  undertakes,  {hall 
in  Ibme  diftant  Age  arife  in  France,  $pd  fliall 
give  an  Aqcount  of  all  the  Prodigies  that 
happened  in  this  wonderful  JEra,  which 
from  henceforth  will  be  the  moft  remarkable 
of  any  in  the  Annals  of  his  Country ;  when 
he  Ihall  have  judicioufly  colleded,  and  cool- 
ly examined  the  feveral  Accounts  tranfmit- 
ted  to  him,  it  is  more  than  probable  he  will 
exprefs  himfelf  pretty  much  to  the  follow- 
ing Purpole, 
&  r  duroJ  ki  fiqm  tej. 

r:r*3  fri^         &([$  ar:<  kf/oltsVt^dO 

ANGE  was  now  groaning  under 

the  vaft  Debts  contrafted  during  the 
"  Wars  of  Lewis  the  Great.  The  Regent, 
"  while  he  was  purfuing  with  an  inflexible 
V  Juftice  thofe  Men  who  had  pillaged  the 
<c  Publick,  had  created  himfelf  many  Ene~ 
<c  mies  ;  and  that  unhappy  Affair  of  the 
"  Conjlitution,  which  we  have  before  ipen- 
"  tion'd,  had  fown  Jealoufies  and  Divifions 

over 
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tt  over  all  the  Kingdom.  In  this  Juncture 
«  of  Affairs,  Mr.  Law  firft  appeared  at 
"  Court,  and  quickly  drew  the  Attention 
w  not  only  of  France,  but  of  all  Europe,  on 
"  himfelf  alone. 

rt  THIS  Gentleman,  defcended  from  an  an- 
"  cient  Family  in  Great  Britain,  was  oblig'd 
"  to  fly  from  his  native  Country,  where  he 
€c  had  been  unfortunately  fuccefeful  in  a 
"  Duel :  His  Talents  and  Genius,  which  lay 
a  particularly  in  Figures,  gave  him  a  fupe- 
*c  rior  and  very  uncommon  Skill  in  thofe 
"  Games,  which,  though  they  depend  chief- 
"  ly  on  Calculation,  are  ufed  by  People  of 
cc  Quality  wholly  ignorant  of  it.  He  had 
"  vifited  moft  of  the  Courts  in  Europe,  made 
"  his  Obfervations  on  their  feveral  Forms  of 
cc  Government,  and  in  particular  upon  every 
"  Thing  relating  to  the  Management  of  their 
"  Finances.  His  Perfbn  and  Addrefs  were 
"  graceful  and  eafy ;  his  Way  of  Thinking 
tC  ftrong  and  nervous  }  he  Ijpoke  our  Tongue 
<c  perfeftly  well,  and  is  faid  to  have  had  a 
"  peculiar  Happinefs  in  conveying  his  own 
cc  Notions  in  their  full  Strength  to  thofe 
<c  with  whom  he  converfed.  In  an  Audience 

"  which 
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*c  which  he  obtained  of  the  Regent,  he  aflu* 
"  red  him,  That  if  France  would  exert  all 
"  that  Force  Nature  ha<|  happily  furnilhed 
<c  her  with,  fhe  might  ftill  retrieve  her  loft 
"  Power  and  Credit;  that  the  Debts  ftie 
"  groaned  under  might  be  paid  off,  and  the 
"  Revenue  put  under  new  Regulations,  e- 
"  qually  advantageous  to  the  Prince  and 
"  People.  The  Duke  Regent  relifli'd  his 
"  Propofals  and  Reafons  £b  well,  that  he 
"  encourag'd  him  to  execute  the  mighty  Plan 
"  he  had  formed,  and  aflur'd  him  of  the 
<c  Royal  Protection  and  Affiftance. 


"  THE  firjR:  Step  Mr.  Law  took,  was,  by 
"  a  voluntary  Subfcription  of  himfelf  and  his 
"  Friends^  to  eftablifh  a  Bank,  which  recei- 
"  ved  and  paid  confiderable  Sums  for  the 
"  Government  ;  lent  Money  at  three  fer 
"  Cent,  difcounted  Bills,  and  iffued  a  great 
"  Number  of  Notes  payable  at  Demand.  As 
i(-  thefe  Notes  were  anfwer'd  with  the  utmoft 
cc  Exaftnefs,  the  Publick  found  them  fo 
"  much  more  convenient  than  Silver,  that 
"  they  foon  came  to  be  4  or  5  fer  Cent. 
"  better  than  Sfecie;  and  the  Credit  of  the 
u  Baak  rofc  fo  faft3  as  not  only  allarm'd  the 

"  Jealoufy 
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"  Jealoufy  of  the  Ttntch,   but  made  them 
"  refolved  to  blow  it  up.     To  this  end,  ha- 
"  ving  collected  a  great  Number  of  Notes, 
"  they  made  a  Demand  upon  it  in  one  Day 
"  of  above  Twenty -five  Millions.  Mr.  Law^ 
u  without  fliewing  any  Marks  of  Surprife, 
cc  immediately  order'd  the  Payment  of  this 
"  vaft  Sum  all  in  Piftoles ;    but  when  he 
"  had    done  fo,  procured  an  Arr$t  to   be 
"  iffued  the  Day  following,  by  which  the 
cc  Piftole  was  reduced  faomjixteen  to  fifteen 
"  Limes.     All  Men  were  furprifed  to  fee 
"  this  *Plot  fo  dexteroufly  turnM  upon  the 
"  malicious  Contrivers  of  it ;  and  the  Defign 
"  that  was  laid  to  overthrow  the  Credit  of 
4t  the  Bank  and  its  ^DireEtor.,   gained   the 
*c  the  higheft  Reputation  to  both. 

a  About  the  fame  Time,  Mr.  Law^  who 
"  only  intended  his  Bank  for  the  Foundation 
44  of  fomething  much  greater  than  it  felf, 
u  declared  his  Defign  of  planting  a  Colony 
"  in  North  America,  in  that  Country  through 
"  which  the  River  MiJJijJlffi  runs,  and  from 
"  whence  the  Company  he  then  formed  took 
u  its  Name :  This  vaft  Trad  of  Land ,,  as  is 
4c  now  well  known?  extends  it  felf  from  the 

«  Bay 
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"  Bay  of  Mexico  *  quite  round  the  Englifb 
"  Plantations,  to  our  Settlement  at  Canada. 

"  THE  State-Bills,  Lo'ans,  and  other  pub- 
^  lick  Paper  Securities,  for  which  People 
<c  had  been  prevailed,  during  the  late  Wars; 
a  to  part  with  their  Money  3  were  at  this 
cc  Time  fo  funk  in  their  Credit,  that  we  are 
"  allured  they  were  from  5*7  to  6$  fer  Cent. 
*'  Difcount  'y  yet  fcarce  had  Mr.  Law  decla- 
**  red,  that  he  would  admit  them  to  be  fub* 
"  fcribed  at  far  into  the  Stock  of  his  new 
ic  Company,  when  fo  great  was  the  Repu* 
tc  tatiori  he  had  now  gained,  and  fo  well 
u  did  his  vaft  Defigns  fuit  with  the  warm 
ic  and  enterprising  Genius  of  this  Nation, 
tt  that  thefe  feveral  Sorts  of  Publick  Secu^- 
<c  ritics  grew,  in  an  Inftanc,  to  be  twenty, 
"  and  even  thirty  fer  Cent,  above  far. 

*•' 4i&  *£t  •fll.*'   : 

"  THE  Miffiffifpi  Comfany^  as  it  was  then 
"  called,  and  under  which  Name  it  is  even 
"  in  this  Age  fb  often  mentioned,  had  pretty 
"  early  taken  upon  them  the  Publick  Coin- 
<c  age  and  Farm  of  Tobacco :  The  Eaft- 
tc  India  Company  was  fbon  after  incorporated 
*c  with  them  j  and  now  the  Credit  of  the 

*c  United 
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(<  United  Companies  daily  increafing  under 
<c  the  Diredion  of  the  moft  daring  Genius 
"  that  ever  appeared  in  France^  they  took 
u  upon  them  the  entire  Management  of  the 
"  Royal  Revenue :  In  confideration  of  which 
"  they  not  only  raifed  the  General  Farms 
*  four  Millions  a  Year,  but,  to  the  Terror 
ic  and  infinite  Aftoniihment  of  all  our  Neigh- 
<c  hours,  took  the  whole  Debt  of  the  Crown 
"  upon  themfelves,  amounting  at  that  Time 
<c  to  no  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  Millions. 

<c  THE  Stock  of  the  MtJJlJJlfft  Company, 
<c  inftead  of  finking  under  this  prodigious 
<c  Load,  ftill  rofe  higher  and  higher  every 
Cc  Day ;  and  the  Man  who  animated  and 
<c  conduced  this  whole  Scheme  was,  with 
<c  an  univerfai  Approbation,  made  Comp- 
"  troll er-General  of  the  Finances.  It  is 
Ct  agreed  by  all  the  Writers  of  thofe  Days, 
<c  that  amidtt  the  moft  numerous  Levees  and 
"  greateft  Applaufe  that  ever  attended  any 
"  Miniftef,  he  never  once  appeared  either 
<c  elevated  or  furprifed ;  and  that  though  he 
"  was  daily  forming  fome  new  and  great  De- 
"  fign,  he  difpatched  the  ordinary  Bufinels 
c<  of  his  Poft  wkh  an  inimitable  Readinefs. 

c  <c  The 
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44  The    Management   of  all  the  Revenues 
Cc  in  France  was  now  in  his  Hands  j  when, 
'«•  inftead   of  exacting    the    feveral    Duties 
"  with  the  fame  Severity  the  Farmers  had 
"  done  before  him,  he  took  away  the  Toll- 
cc  Bars  at  the  Entrance  of  Paris,  and  abo- 
a  liflied  all  thofe  heavy  Taxes  with  which 
*<  the  Poor  were  chiefly  affeited,  fuch  as  the 
<V  Duties  upon  Flefli,  Filh,  Fruit,  Wine,  and 
"  Fuel;  in  confequence  of  which,  an  infinite 
"  Number  of  Golledors  and  Toll- gatherers 
M  were  difcharged  as  ufelefs.    Thefe  Aftions 
u  rendered  him  extreamly  dear  to  the  Com- 
"  mon  People,  who   publickly   called  him 
|*vthe    Saviour  of  France.     He  proceeded 
|c  to  form  ftill  greater  Defigns,  to  fet  up  fe- 
*c  verai  new  Manufactories  in  the  Kingdom  ; 
4C  and  is  reported  to  have  had  Thoughts  of 
"  making  a  new  Canal  for  Ships  of  Burthen 
<c  from   the  Loyer  to  the  Seine ;    to  have 
"  defigned  Roan  for  the  chief  Magazine  of 
"  all  France,  and  to  have  built  a  new  City 
"  on    the   other  Side  of  the  Seine*    over- 
-&  againft  -the  Old.     His  prodigious  Reputa- 
•$£:  tion,  and  the  Fame  of  thefe  Things,  gave 
"  no  fmall    Alarm  to  all  our  Neighbours, 
"  who  regarded  the  rifing  Greatnefs  of  this 

"  King- 
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cc  Kingdom  with  the  utmoft  Jealoufy.     It 
"  is  reported,  that  no  lefs  than  half  a  Mil- 
a  lion  of  People,   including   Strangers  from 
"  the  remoteft  Parts  of  Europe,  flocked  to 
<c  Parisj  to  become  Adventurers  in  a  Com* 
"  pany,   which  feemed   determined   to   en- 
cc  grofs  the  Riches  of  the  World.  This  raifed 
"    the  Stock  to  fo  prodigious  an  Height,  that 
c(  though  the  Capital  was  augmented  by  new 
"  Subfcriptions  to  three  hundred  Millions^ 
"  it  fold  at  length  at  two  thoufand  and  fifty 
"  fer  Cent,  fo  that  thofe  who  originally  fub- 
cc  fcribed  a  State  Bill  of  one  hundred  L'mres^ 
<c  which  they  bought  for  thirty -five  or  forty ', 
"  became  clear  Gainers  of  above  two  thou- 
"  fand  Lwres.     We  fbould  not  venture  to 
"  relate  this  Fad,  which  feems  fo  highly  in- 
u  credible  now,    was  it  not    confirmed   by 
"  all  the  Hiftorians  of  that  Age,  and  appa-  ^ 
u  rent  from  feveral  Books  of  Entries,  which 
"  are  to  be  feen  in  our  Publick  Offices  even 
"  at  this  Day. 

"  IT  is  affirmed  by  many,  that  the  Comp- 
"  troller-General  was  fenfible  this  excet- 
<;  five  Rife  of  the  Stock  would  prove  the 
"  Deftrudtion  of  all  his  Defigns  ^  but  that 


c  2  "  he 
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"  he  was  not  fufFered  by  fome,  who  had  art 
<c  Influence  at  Court  (and  who  perhaps  in 
"  Secret  envied  him)  to  put  a  timely  Check 
<c  to  it.     The  Event  juftifted  his  Apprehen- 
a  fions.     The  firft  Adventurers  began  now 
"  to  think   of  what    they    called   in   thofe 
"  Days  Realli&ing)  that  is,  of  converting 
tc  their  prodigious  Gains  into  Specie.  >,  This 
u  brought  fuch  a  Demand  upon  the  Bank, 
"  as  it  was  impoflible  to  anfwer;    to  ftop 
"which,    the  Government  was  obliged   to 
a  have   Recourfe   to    feveral   extraordinary 
a  Methods :  But  as  Force  and  Credit  are  in- 
*c  confiftent  in  their  Nature,    the   Remedy 
u  proved  worfe  than  the  Difeafe,  and  over- 
^threw  at  once  the  whole  Strudure.     The 
"  Principles  which  that  great  Genius,  who 
"  firft  ereded  it,  feems  chiefly  to  have  a&ed 
a  upon,  and  which  it  is  faid  he  frequently 
*  "  ufed  to  aflert  in  his  particular  Converfa- 
"  tions,  were  thefe,   that   The  Tower  and 
"  Wealth  of  a  Nation  confuted  in  Numbers 
"  of  Teople;  that  The  Number  of  a  Teofle 
a  depended  on  Trade,  and  that  Trade  de- 
"fended  on  Money:  That  Credit  was  equal 
"to  Moneys  that  Though  among  Bankers  and 
C5r ^Private  Traders  Credit^  well  manage d,  is 

'"•?  worth 


The  Appendix,      xxxvii 

cc  worth  Ten  times  their  Capital  Stock,  yet 
'f  that  the  Credit  of  a  Royal  Bank^fupport- 
"  ed  by  the  whole  Species  of  a  Kingdom 
"  formed  into  one  Great  Trading  Company ,, 
C  has  innumerable  Advantages  over  the  for - 
"  mer^  and  may  confequently  be  extended 
"  much  farther  ;  that  Taper  might  fupply 
"  the  Tlace  of  Silver.,  and  was  even  better 
"  qualified  to  be  ufed  as  Money.,  as  it  might 
"  be  made  more  eafy  for  'Delivery,,  of  the 
u  fame  Value  in  all  T laces ^  kept  or  divided 
"  without  Lofs  or  Ex  pence,  capable  of  a 
"  Stamp;  and  lefs  liable  to  be  counterfeited; 
"  and  laftly,  that  France,  if  {be  would  exert 
cc  her  whole  Strength j  and  make  ufe  of  all 
^  the  Advantages  Trovidence  had  bejlowed 
"  upon  her,,  might  certainly  become  the  moft 
"  powerful  Kingdom  in  the  World. 

"  Whether,  or  no,  there  is  not  fomethirfg 
*c  in  thefe  Maxims  more  beautiful  in  Specu- 
"  lationy  than  reducible  to  *Pra£tice  ;  or 
"  whether  it  were  impoffible  for  the  moil  ex- 
"  tenfive  Genius  to  carry  on  fo  many  great 
u  Defigns  at  once;  or  laftly,  whether,  as 
44  moft  affirm,  his  Plan  was  broke  in  upon, 
^  and  ruined  by  the  Envy  and  Ignorance  of 

c  "  othe 
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"  other  People,   we  lhall  not  pretend  to  de- 
c(-  termine  at  this  Diftance  of  Time.     One 
4C  Thing  is  certain,  that  fo  fpecious  was  his 
"  Syftem,  that,  even  after  it  had  failed  here, 
"  it  was  fet  up  and  carried  on  in  England 
"  and  Holland :  But  as  the  Managers  had 
c*  neither  the  Strength  to  conduct,  nor  the 
"  Skill  to  fit  and  accommodate  it  to  the  dif- 
"  ferent  Conftitutions  of  thofe    Countries, 
*•'  it  fell  in  Pieces  fboner  there,  and  proved 
"  much  more  fatal  than  with  us.     The  Dif- 
«  folution  of  this  vaft  Machine  put  all  France 
u  in    Confufion ;    Thoufands    of   Families 
"  were  naturally  involved  in  the  Ruin  of  it  \ 
"  and  the  People,  who  always  love  or  hate 
<c  in  Extreams,   made  feveral  Attempts  on 
*c  the  very  Life  of  that  Man,  whom  they 
<c  had  a  little  before  adored  as  the  good  Ge- 
"  nius  of  France.     It  is  agreed  by  all  the 
4C  Writers  of  thofe  Times,  that  the  Comftrol- 
c  far-General^  as  he  had  never  been  elevated 
*c  with  the  Applaufe,  was  now  firm  and  in- 
**c  trepid  amidft  the  Clamours  and  Threats  of 
u  a  whole  Nation  j  and  that  he  daily  applied 
"  himfelf  with  the  utmoft  Diligence  to  have 
"  once  again  mended  and  fet  on  foot  his  vaft 
^  Plan,    The  Duke  Regent,  who  knew  bet- 

?  ter 
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cc  tcr  than  any  Man  what  Meafures  the 
"  Comptroller -General  had  advifed  or  of- 
a  pofed,  and  who  confequently  was  the  beft, 
<c  and  indeed  the  only  Judge  of  his  true 
cc  Demerits,  with  a  Refolution  worthy  the 
"  Imitation  of  all  Princes  who  would  be 
"  well  ferved,  prote&ed  his  Minifter  from 
*r  the  Fury  of  the  Populace.  He  placed  a 
"  Guard  about  his  Perfon  ;  and  when  the 
<c  Tide  at  laft  ran  too  violent  againft  him, 
"  to  be  any  longer  Hemmed,  gave  him  pro- 
"  per  PajQTes,  and  permitted  him  to  leave 
€e  France.  Mr.  Law  retired  firft  to  Flan- 
<c  derS)  from  thence  to  Venice^  Hambourg^ 
"  and  Copenhagen,  and,  laft  of  all,  to  his  na- 

a  tive  Country  Great  Britain,  where  *  * 
********  *  **  * 

******  ****  *  * 
********  *  *  **; 
******** 

You  alone,  Sir,  can  determine  in  what 
Manner  this  future  Hiftorian  Ihall  conclude 
a  Narration,  which  Pofterity  will  never  think 
too  long  or  particular,  as  it  will  give  them 
an  Account  of  the  moft  furprifing  and  re- 
markable Event  in  all  his  Hiftory.  It  is 

c  4  fcarce 
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fcarce  probable,  that  your  extenfive  Genius 
Ihould  lie  altogether  idle  and  unadive  ;  yet 
ihould  you  offer  any  Thing  here,  you  are  to 
expe£t  it  will  be  oppofed  by  Prejudice  on 
one  hand,  and  a  much  more  dangerous  Enemy 
on  the  other,  namely,  The  Envy  of  thofe 
who  have  palfed  among  us,  for  fome  Time, 
for  Men  ofBvfmefs^  meerly  ftomn  foferfaial 
Way  of  f  rating  on  thofe  Subjects  you  are 
fb  truly  a  Matter  of.  It  is  evident,  that  un- 
der whatever  Government  you  ftiall  chufe  to 
live,  you  are  capable  of  being  a  moft  ufeful 
or  hurtful  Subjed.  That  you  may  prove  the 
former  to  Great  Britain^  if  you  intend  to 
refide  among  us,  is  the  hearty  Wilh  of, 


London, 
Nov.  1 1 . 


SIR, 
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L  ETTE  R 

T  O    T  H  E 

C  RAF  T  S  MA  N 

FROM 

EUSTACE  BUDGELL  Efq-, 

Occafioned  by  his  late  Prcfenting  an 

Humble  Complaint  to  His  MAJESTY 

Againft  the  Right  Honourable 

Sir   ROBERT   WALPOLE. 

The   NINTH    EDITION. 
With  a  POSTSCRIPT. 

N.  B.  The  Publilhers  have  alfo  added  to 
this  Edition  Mr.  BndgeiPs  Speech  to  His 
Majefiy,  on^r//2i.  which  was  never 
before  printed  from  a  true  Cofy. 


in  the  Year 


• 
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Advertifement. 

•V  'i  .  O 

HE  following  Letter  to  the  Craftf- 
man  being  fo  often  Mentioned  and 
Referred  to,  both  in  the  Introduction  and  the 
Letter  to  Ckomenes^  it  was  thought  proper 
to  infert  it  in  this  Appendix. 
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LETTER 

TO    THE 

CRA  F  T  S  MA  N 

FROM 

EUSTACE  BUDGELL  Efq-, 

Mr. 


AM  obliged  in  Gratitude  to  re- 
turn you  my  moft  humble  and 
hearty  Thanks  for  taking  notice 
of  my  Affair  in  a  Paragraph  of 
your  Paper  of  the  zd  Inftant  ;  by  which  I 
hope  you  have,  in  fome  Meafure,  convinced 
the  Publick,  how  very  falfe  and  wicked  thofe 
Accounts  were3  which  were  given  in  the 
St.  James's  Evening-<Pofl.)  and  feveral  other 
News-Wafers,  of  what  pafled  at  the  King's 
Levee  on  the  xift  of  the  laft  Month,  when 
I  prcfcnted  to  his  Majefty  on  humble  Com- 

plaint 
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plaint  againft  Sir  Robert  Walfole.  You  have 
often  exprelfed  (I  hope  very  fincerely)  a 
noble  Indignation  againft  ^all  Ofifre/brs,  and 
a  generous  Concern  for  the  Offrefed.  I  beg 
Leave  to  add,  that  you  are  perhaps  more 
obliged,  even  in  Toint  of  Honour •,  than  you 
ztfrefent  imagine,  to  prevent  my  being  pub- 
lickly  abufed  and  injured  by  fo  unfair  a  Wea- 
pon as  downright  Faljhood. 

A  K  -j&itt  $&&  ^moh^KAi  ol 21  ami  ia  i 

To  explain  what  I  w^^,  I  muft  remind 
you,  that  about  the  Beginning  of  June*  1718. 
1  publiftied  a  fmall  Poem  upon  His  Majefty's 
Journey  £0  CAMBRIDGE  and  NEWMARKET, 
to  which  I  was  induced  by  no  other  Motives 
than  a  moft  fincere  Veneration  for  his  Majet 
ty's  Great  and  Royal  Virtues^  and  a  Defign 
to  make  my  Fellow-Subjefts  fenfible  (as  jFar 
as  in  me  lay)  how  happy  they  were  in  ha- 
ving fuch  a  Prince.     The  Publick  was  plea, 
fed  to  receive  this  little  Piece  with  a  good 
deal  of  Indulgence  :    They  were,   perhaps, 
prejudiced  in  its  Favour  by  fome  Oblerva- 
tiohs  you  were  plealed  to  make  upon  it  in 
your  Paper  of  the  8th  of  June,  1728.   in 
yhich  there  is  the  following  Articles 

From 


T 
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From  my  own  Chambers. 

<$$$ 
H  AV  E  often  wondered,  that  our  Bri- 


"  under  the  Adminiftration  of  GENTLEMEN, 
"  who  have  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  no- 
"  thing  more  remarkably  than  their  Encou- 
"  ragement  of  Arts   and  polite  Learning 
tC  Yet  this  is  fo  notorioufly  true,  that  a  Man 
"  who  reads  over  the  late  Compofltions  of 
<c  fome  eminent  Hands,  cannot  help  pitying 
"  the  Cafe  of  their  Tatrons,  who  have  been 
"  fo  liber  alto  the  Mufes  to  fo  little  Purpofe. 
cc  It  is  indeed  unaccountable,  how  Men  of 
"  the  leaft  Genius,  can  perform  fb  wretched- 
"  ly  on  fo  glorious  a  Subject.    All  their  Pro- 
u  duftions  are  either  cold  and  ffiritlefs^  or 
ic  forced,  fuftian,  mdiincomprehcnfible.They 
"  want  even  the  common  Knack  of  Verjifca- 
"  tion\    and   as  to  Terfficuity  and  Safe, 
u  (which  are  the  chief  Beau  ties  of  Writing,) 
"  they  feem  to  have  no  Notion  of  them.Their 
4C  'Panegyricks  are  meer  Rhaplbdies  of  com- 
"  mon-flace  Stuff,  applied  to  every  Man  a- 
"  like,  who  happens  to  be  in  Power  or  Fa- 
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without  *Delicacy,  Judgment,   or 


"  As  this  is  the  Method  of  Writing  now 
"  in  Vogue,  I  was,  I  confeft,  not  a  little 
"  pleafed  with  the  Perufal  of  a  ftiort  Toem, 
cc  juft  publilhed,  in  a  quite  different  Strain, 
*c  occafioned  by  his  Majefty's  late  Journey 
w  to  Cambridge  and  Newmarket,  and  writ* 
a  ten  by  EUSTACE  BUDGE  LL  Efq;  a  Gentle- 
"  man  who  hath,  long  ago,  obliged  the 
"  Town  with  feveral  folite  Tiecesy  in  Verfe 
<c  and  Profe,  which  were  univerfally  ad- 
<c  mired  at  the  Time  when  they  were  pub- 
4C  liftied,  and  procured  Him  the  Charac- 
u  ter  of  one  of  the  jineft  Writers  of  the 
"  Age. 


a  His  dedication  to  the  QUEEN, 

u  fixed  to  this  Poem,  feems  to  anfwer  the 

"  true  Defign  of  fuch  Addrefles,  as  it  is 

<c  built  on   Topicks,    for  which  only   the 

"  greateft  Princeis  upon  Earth  ought  to  be 

c<  commended.    He  celebrates  Her,  not  for 

$&  being  a  Queen,  but  for  being  a  good^neen  ; 

^cnot  for  the  meer  Pofleffion  of:  a  Crown, 

u  but  for  thofe  Qualities  which  deferve  and 

w  a  adorn 
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adorn  it  •  for  her  conjugal  Virtues^  her 
"  Tafle  of  Letters,  and  Regard  for  Merit * 
"  which  fliine  fo  eminently  in  her  prefent 
"  Majefty  ,  and  the  two  la/t,  as  Mr.  Budge  tf 
cc  juftly  obferves,  made  the  Reign  of  her 
"  great  Tredeceffor>  Queen  ELIZABETH,  fo 
Jc  truly  glorious. 

"  THERE  is  one  Paflage  in  this  Dedication 
"  fo  very  remarkable,  that  I  cannot  help 
"  tranfcribing  it. 

"  ISABELLA,  of  Caftile,  with  equal  Wit 
"  and  Reafbn,  ufed  to  tell  her  Royal  Con- 
u  fort)  Ferdinand  the  Catholick,  that  in  a 
"  Court  there  ought  to  be  NO  OTHER  FAVO- 
ic  RITES,  than  the  QUEEN  Favourite  to  the 
"  KING,  and  the  KIMG  Favourite  to  the 
"  QUEEN. 

"  IN  the  Toem  itfelf,  the  feveral  Tnci- 
<c  dents,  which  arofe  from  his  Majefty's  late 
3<?  Journey  to  Cambridge  and  Newmarket, 
"  are  beautifully  touched.  The  Thoughts 
cc  are  natural^  the  Compliments  well-turned^ 
c<  the  Verlification  eajy^  and  the  Expreflion 
"  mafculine. 
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.        . 
c<  THE  Defcription  of  his  Majefty's 

"  caption  and  Behaviour  in  the  Senate-Houfi 
;«  at  Cambridge,  is,  in.my  Opinion,  very 
"  juil  and  poetical." 


BUT  fiow,  affembfd  with  his  learned  Seers, 
Such  is  Ms  Love  of  Arts,  the  King  appears. 
In  graceful  Order  all  around  him  ft  and 
<The  Lettered  Touth,  the  Hopes  of  Britain'*  Land, 
Taught  here  with  Vice  to  wage  fuccefsful  War<> 
To  grace  the  Senate,  Pulpit,  and  the  Bar  : 
Well  pleas'  d  their  flowing  Habits  to  behold, 
Their  learned  Rites  and  Forms  ordain'dof  old, 
O'er  all  the  Dome  he  cafts  his  ravifb'd  Eyes, 
An  A  feels  new  Qleafures  in  his  Breajl  arife; 
Whilft  every  Rank  with  rival  Powers  contend, 
Which  mojt  the  royal  Virtues  Jball  commend; 
His  god-like  Aft*  alternate  they  rehearfe, 
In  ftrong  Orations  fome,   and  fome  in  fmoother 
Verfe. 


*%  MEAN  while  great  BRUNSWICK, 

from  his  Throne, 

Confirms  their  Rights,  and  yet  a/erts  his  own; 
By  his  creating  Voice,  propitious,  wife, 
Phyficians,  Lawyers,  and  Divines,  ari 


Ev'n 


The  Appendix.       xlix 

Ev'n  hers  the  regal  Grandeur  he  maintains, 
And  in  the  Council  of  the  Mufes  reigns. 

"  BUT  what  I  am  moil  of  all  pleafed  with 
u  in  this  Toem,  is  that  artful  Tranfition, 
"  which  the  Author  makes  from  his  De- 
a  Icription  of  the  Horie-Races  at  New- 
"  Market^  to  that  glorious  Adion  at  Ou- 
<c  DENARD,  in  which  his  Majefty  gave  fuch 
a  fignal  Proofs  of  Misferfonal  Courage  and 
u  Bravery." 

O  N  this  diftinguijb'd  Day,  the  noble  Breed 
Seem'd  to  exert  a  more  than  ufual  Speed, 
As  if,  by  Inftinff,  each  contending  Horfe 
Knew  that  Britannia'.?  King  beheld  the  Courfe. 


yet,  O  ¥nnct)ivith  far  fuperior  Grace,. 
Might  the  frond  Species  boaft  their  generous  Race. 
Did  they  but  know,  on  Oudenarda'j  Qlain, 
How  greatly  one  illuftrious  Steed  was  Jlain, 
Well  pleas9  d  his  Life  in  Battle  to  rejign, 
tpierc'd  with  the  fatal  Ball,   which  threatened 
Thine. 


0  N  that  important  Day,  wellhiown  to 
And  made  immortal  by  thy  glorious  Name, 

d  When, 
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^  like  a  Tempeft,  in  Europa'j  Rig 
Thy  martial  Genius  wrg'd  Fhee  to  the 
Where'er  the  Fury  of  the  Battle  rag'dy 
Where'er  the  THckeft  of  her  Foes  engag'd, 
<fhere  waft  thou  feen^  too  prodigal  of  Life, 
While  thy  rajb  Valour  turned  the  doubtful  Strife. 

THE  Gauls  retreating,  yet  ajbam'dto  fee 
tfhe  Fortune  of  the  Day  o'er-rul'd  by  Thee, 
By  Thee  alone  (a  fugle,  youthful  Hand} 
Boitd  with  f  rep  Rage  ;  and,  yet  afraid  to  ft  and  j 
Like  the  old  Parthians,  fighting  as  they  fledy 

Aim'd  all  the  War  at  thy  devoted  Head. 

' 


a  YET  whatever  Beauties  1  may  fancy  I 

>  V* 

ct  have  difcovered  in  this  Piece;  or,  however 

u  the  Generality  of  the  World  may  think  fit 

<c  to  approve  of  it  ;  I  am  very  doubtful  what 

<c  Reception  it  will  meet  with  amongft  a  cer- 

"  tain  Set  of  Courtiers*    and  am  indeed 

"  fomewhat  furpriz'd,    that  a  Gentleman, 

a  who  ha-th  feen  fo  much  of  the  World,  and 

^  formerly  been  a  Courtier  himfelfj  Ihould 

imagine  that  it  was  fufficient  for  him  to  fay 

"  a   great  many  handfome  Things  of  his 

«  Prince,  without  including  One  of  his  Mi- 

"  nijltrs  in  the  fame  Compliment.     Some  of 

"his 
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tc  his  ill-judging  Friends,  I  find,  are  appre- 
*6  henfive  that  this  Omiffion  will  deprive  his 
u  Poem  of  all  other  Recommendation,  ex- 
<c  cept  that  of  its  own  Merit ;   and  for  my 
"  Part,  indeed,  if  He  had  done  me  the  Ho- 
"  nour  to  have  confulted  me  on  this  Occa- 
*  fion,  I  fhould  have  adviled  Him  to  have 
"  flung  in,  at  leaft,  a  fmall  Efifode,  in  Ho- 
"  nour  of    all  thofe  incomparable   ferfons, 
"  who  {bine,  at  prefent,  at  the  Head  of  A& 
<c  fairs.     But,    perhaps,    what  induced  this 
"   Gentleman  to  be  fb  very  fparing  of  his 
"  Compliments,  might  be  an  Opinion  that  it 
<c  would  have  leflen'd  the  juft  Praife  of  his 
"  Trince^  to  have  put  Him  on  a  Level Vith 
a  any  of  his  Servants  ;   or  that  even  their 
"  Modefly  would  have  been  offended  at  fee- 
a  ing  themfelves  placed  in  fuch  an  indecent 
"  Light.     I  am  not  fufficiently  acquainted 
rc  with  the  frefent  Manners  and  Genius  of 
cc   the  Court,,  to  determine  how  far  this  ®*» 
4C  licacy  of  Procedure  may  be  agreeable  to 
"  that  Climate;   though  I  have  feen  fome 
"  late  Pieces,    addrefled   to    his    Majefly^ 
u  which,  upon  Perufal,  appeared  to  be  little 
"  more  than  a  Mufter-Roll  of  his  Officers  ,- 
'*  and  I  am  very  confident,  that  if  fuch  a 

d  2  "  Man 
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a  Man  as  Cardinal  WOLSEY  was  at  the  Head 
"  of  Affairs,  He  would  not  be  fatisfied, 
"  without  appearing.,  at  leaft,  Cheek  by  Joul 
"  with  his  Sovereign,  if  he  did  not,  accord* 
"  ing  to  the  conftant  Style  of  his  late  Emi- 
a  nence,  pofitively  infift  upon  having  the 

«  FIRST  PL  ACE." 

..v      .r>,y%  K-t  t\tfrtM    ^V'tcreri^T-' 

THOUGH  I  am  very  fenfible,  Mr.  <Dan~ 
•versj  that  in  fome  of  the  Obfervations  above 
mentioned,  you  fuffered  your  Good  Nature 
to  get  the  Better  of  your  Judgment,  I  do 
not,  on  the  other  hand,  believe  that  any 
Confideration  could  have  made  you  commend 
a  Piece,  in  which  you  did  not  really  imagine 
there  was  fome  little  Merit ;  and  I  muft  be 
extremely  ftupid  to  be  altogether  infenfible  of 
the  Approbation  of  a  Gentleman,  whole  very 
Enemies  have  allowed  him  to  be  a  Man  of 
great  Abilities  ^  great  Learning,m&  a  Mafler 
of  our  Language.  I  could,  however,  have 
wiftied,  for  fome  Reafons,  that  you  had  omit- 
ted the  latter  Part  of  your  Compliment  j  and 
though  you  are  pleafed  to  oblerve  that  I  was 
once  a  Courtier,  I  begin  fhrewdly  to  fulped 
that  Mr.  *Dan-vers  of  Grays-Inn  underftands 
the  Climate  of  a  Court  much  better  than  my- 

felf: 
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ri 

felf  :  But  this  is  foreign  to  my  prefent  Pur- 
pofe  ;  which  is  to  acquaint  you,  that  your 
Observations  upon  my  Poem  gave  Occafion 
to  the  following  mo  ft  remarkable  Paragraphs 
and  Queries,  which  were  publifhed  in  the 
Britifb  Journal  of  June  1  5.  1728.  I  fliall 
infert  them  Verbatim^  for  very  f  articular 
ReafonSy  and  with  thofe  very  Words  in  Ita- 
lick  and  Capital  Letters,  which  were  fo  print- 
ed in  the  Britifh  Journal. 

From  my  own  Chambers. 

«  'TpHE  learned  Author  of  the  Craftf- 
cc  A  man  having  done  Juftice  to  that 
"  ingenious  Performance,  with  which  a 
<c  Gentleman  of  the  Long  Robe  has  obliged  the 
"  Publick  ;  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me,  to 
"  fubfcribe  to  his  Recommendation  of  that 
"  moft  incomparable  Toem.  I  am  proud  o* 
"  an  Occafion  to  do  Honour  to  EUSTACE 
"  BUDGELL  Efq;  and  tho'  Mr.2)^^- 
;  vers  feems  to  fear  his  Merits  may  be  dif- 
own-'d,  I  don't  doubt  he'll  have  his  Rg- 


d  j  w  It 
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>';Vva%^iV^, 

rt  It  is  not  often  that  I  apply  to  my 
«  Brother  Caleb;  and  therefore,  now  lam 
u  poflefled  of  a  fair  Opportunity,  I  ftiall  ask 

4C  him  a  few  well-meaning  Queftions. 

|  i*f'{uv  cxj ^Jt^^fsq          .«.  ;n  •  ... 

«  i.  Whether  the  Letters  E.  K.fubfcribed 
"  to  fever al  Extraordinary  Epiftles,  publifh'd 
**  in  the  Craftfman^  were  not  more  than  or- 
u  dinarily  Jlgnificant^  or  in  other  Words ^ 
«  the  initial  Letters  0/proper  Names  ? 

*c  2.  /FAy  ^/^  y^w^  Letters  E.  B.  ^r^ 
c^  ftruck  out  in  the  Oftavo Volumes;  where*. 
a  as  all  the  other  fubfcribing  Letters  fland 
v  in  the  Collections,  as  they  do  in 

7  ,  +/ 

<c  ly  Journals? 


,  t-.»?/»-r 
?  Whether  the  ingenious  Gentleman, 

^r/^  /^^/?  invaluable  Pieces^  does 
^r/?  more  than  common  Favours  of 
/j-  Majefly^  on  Account  of   the  excel- 
a  lent  Obfervations  fe  therein  made  on  H\$ 
•*  Government? 

«  I  ask  Pardon,  if  this  fhould  be  difagreq* 
'*§  able  to  any  One  j  but  the  Author  of  the 
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"  Craftfman  having  fo  worthily  recommended 
«  EUSTACE  BUDGELL  Efq;  I  think  I 
"have  the  fame  Right,  with  regard  to 
<c  E.  B.  Efq;  and  I  hope  this  Gentleman  will 
"  alfb  have  his  Reward.  In  the  mean  Time 
"  I  beg  it  as  a  Kindnefs  to  myfelf,  that 
"  Mr.  TFAnvers  will  rejiore  thofe  fubfcri- 
"  bing  Letters  to  the  next  Edition  of  the 
cc  Book;  for  furely  the  Author  cannot  be 
$  ashamed  to  own  fuch  exceeding  fne 
"  Things:' 

I  muft  confefs,  Mr.  <Danvers,  I  had  long 
fince  made  a  firm  Refblution  never  to  an- 
fwer  any  Thing  that  Ihould  be  wrote  againft 
me,  in  which  my  Adverfary  did  not  ihew 
himfelf  a  Man  of  good  Senfe,  and  confine 
himfelf  ftridly  to  Truth.  In  that  unfortu- 
nate Year  1720.  I  was  the  firft  Man  in  Eng- 
land who  had  either  the  Courage  or  Inclina- 
tion to  fall  openly  upon  a  Set  of  Men,  who 
were  foon  after  allowed  to  be  Villains  by  all 
Mankind,  and  branded  as  fuch  by  the  whole 
Legiflature.  Upon  this  Occafion  I  had  no 
lefs  than  feven  Pamphlets  full  of  Scurrility 
or  falfe  Reafoning  publiftied  againft.  me  in 
we  Week  j  to  all  which  I  never  made  any 
d  4  Reply. 
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Reply.  Two  of  the  ingenious  Authors  have 
fince  frankly  owned  to  me,  that  they  wrote 
againft  their  Conferences,  and  were  hired  to 
abufe  me.  One  of  thefe  Gentlemen  had 
Jixty  Guineas  and  a  *PoJt  in  the  South-Sea 
Houfe :  The  other  had  Forty-five  Guineas  y 
and  a  *Poft  fromifed^  though  never  given 
him.  I  can  name  the  Perfons  who  faid 
and  received  the  Money ;  and  pardon  me, 
Mr.  *Danvers,  if  I  prefume  to  fay,  that  I 
mention  thefe  Particulars,  as  I  humbly  con- 
ceive them  not  to  be  altogether  unworthy 
your  Notice  But  notwithftanding  my  former 
Refolution,  and  though  you  thought  the 
Querift  in  the  Britifh  Journal  too  con- 
temptible a  Perfon  to  be  taken  Notice  of,  I 
am  refblved  for  certain  Reafons^  to  give  him 
a  very  flain  and  diftinft  Anfwer  to  his 
three  Queftions.  You  cannot  but  obferve, 
'bfa.'DanverSy  that  he  is  pleafed  to  affumc 
the  Air  of  a  very  great  Man^  who  has  the 
Power  of  rewarding  cxpunifking.  Speaking 
of  your  humble  Servant,  Though  Mr.  Dan- 
vers  (fays  the  Querift)  feems  to  fear  his  Me- 
rit may  be  difowned,  I  don't  doubt  he'll  have 
his  REWARD.  I  think  I  am  not  altogether 
a  Stranger  to  the  Beauties  and  Concife* 

nefs 
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nefs  of  this  Stile  ;  and  that  from  one  parti- 
cular Expreffion,  and  fome  Circumftances 
which  foon  followed  this  Menace,  I  do  as 
certainly  know  the  Hand  from  whence  thele 
well-meaning  Queries  came,  as  if  I  had  feen 
him  write  them  :  But  it  is  Time  I  fliould 
anfwer  his  Queftions. 

IN  Anfwer  to  his  firfl  Queftion^  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  Letters  E.  B.  fubfcribed 
to  feveral  extraordinary  Epiflles  publifhed 
in  the  Craftjman,  were  more  than  ordinarily 
fignificant,  or  not  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  whe- 
ther, or  not,  they  were  the  initial  Letters  of 
frofer  Names  :  But  I  do  folemnly  declare., 
that  I  was  neither  the  Author  of  thole  ex- 
traordinary Epijlles,  nor  do  I  know  who 
was  j  and  that  I  neither  faw  or  knew  any 
Thing  of  them,  till  they  appeared  in  Print  in 
your  Papers  ;  and  I  muft  further  tell  the 
Querift,  whoever  he  is,  that,  even  in  the 
miferable  and  wretched  Condition  to  which 
I  am  at  prefent  reduced",,  I  would  fcorn  to  fay 
thus  much  to  him,  if  it  was  not  true. 


His  fecond  Queftion,  you,  Mr. 
if  you  had  thought  it  worth   your  while, 

could 
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c§uld  have  anfwer'd,  much  better  than  I 
can:  All  I  can  fay  to  it,  is.  That  I  neither 
know  if  thefe  terrible  Letters  E.  B.  are 
jlruck  out  in  the  Ottavo  Volumes,  or  not  j 
nor  whether  all  the  other  fubfir  tying  Lettet  .<• 
ftand  in  the  Collections  as  they  do  in  the 
Weekly  Journals.  If  the  Letters  E.  B.  are 
really  {truck  out,  you  never  did  me  the  Ho- 
nour (and  I  don't  know  why  you  ftiould)  to 
confult  me  about  it. 

-     -  <  -'' 


IN  Anfwer  to  our  Querift's  third  Queftion 
ix.'  a  Whether  the  ingenious  Gentleman 
"  who  writ  thofe  invaluable  Tieces,  does  not 
<c  merit  more  than  common  Favours  of  his 
"  Majefty,  on  account  of  the  Excellent  Ob- 
"  fervations  he  therein  made  on  his  Govern- 
«  ment  ?  " 


IF  the  Querift  means,  as  I  prefume  he 
does,  by  the  Words,  more  than  common  Fa- 
yours  ^  the  mofl  unparallel'd  Cruelties  j  and 
if  by  the  Words,  Excellent  Ob  fervations  on 
his  Majefly*s  Government  ,  he  means  proper 
Obfervations  on  the  Conduct  of  his  Majejlfs 
MinifterS)  both  to  his  Majefly  himfelf^  and 
to  his  Subjects  ;  though  I  am  altogether 

uncon- 
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unconcern'd  in  the  Queftion  as  ftated  above, 
yet  I  muft  tell  the  Querift,  that  I  have  fb 
high  an  Opinion  of  the  Juftice  and  Honour 
of  my  King^  and  am  ib  fully  perfwaded 
that  he  looks  upon  himfelf  to  be  a  Common 
Father  to  all  his  Subje6ts,  that  fliould  he 
know  even  the  greateft  of  his  Minifters 
made  ufe  of  the  Power  with  which  he  is 
intrufted,  to  gratify  his  own  little  Malice 
and  mean  Jealoujy^  by  ruining  any  of  his 
Fellow-Subjects  ;  in  fuch  a  Cafe  I  make  no 
manner  of  Doubt  but  that  his  Majefty  would 
let  fuch  a  Minifter  know,  that  he  ought  to 
imploy  his  Power  to  much  better  Purpofes. 

HAVING  given,  I  hope,  a  full  and  diftinft 
Anfwer  to  each  of  the  Querifts  three  QueC- 
tions,  I  think  my  felf  obliged  to  allow  an 
Adverfary,  what  is  juftly  due  to  him  }  and 
therefore,  though  I  always  did,  and  do  ftill 
think,  that  the  Querift  is  by  no  Means  an 
Author  of  the  firft  Clafs^  yet  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  that  in  the  Compofition  before  us,  he 
feems  to  have  wrote  under  fome  particular 
Tnffitration^mdi  to  have  been  endued  with 
the  Spirit  of  Trofhecy.  It  is  very  certain, 
that  fince  he  publifhed  thefe  Prognofticks,  I 
R  have 
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,          rt£j8 
have  received  more  than  common  Favours* 

It  is  certain  I  have  had  my  Reward,  and 
fuch  a  Reward,  as,  I  muft  own,  I  did  not 
exped  when  I  publiftied  tfiat  Poem,  in  which 
both  you  and  other  People  feemed  to  think 
there  were  fome  Lines,  with  which  the 
grcateft  Trince  upon  Earth  could  not  rea- 

fbnably  be  difpleafed. 

f  it/rti  or  «sin.R 

I  HAVE  at  prefent  done  with  the  Querift  j 
but  fince  I  have  my  Pen  in  my  Hand,  I 
hope  you  will  excufe  me,  Mr.  *Danvers,  if 
I  take  fome  Notice  of  the  Author  of  that  Pa- 
ragraph, which  was  inferted  in  the  St.James's 
Evening-Toft  of  dfril  ^^.  and  upon  which 
you  was  fb  kind  as  to  animadvert  a  little  in 
your  Journal.  I  chufe  the  rather  to  do  this, 
becaufe  I  am  pretty  well  affured  that  the  Au- 
thor of  that  Paragraph  is  a  {articular  Friend 
of  the  Queri/Ps.  The  Paragraph  it  felf  is  in 
thefe  Words;  ^O1^.:^m  ',,;<,  ,, 


"  On  Tuefday  laft,  one  Mr.  Budgell,  a 
?  Gentleman  that  has  been  greatly  difbrder'd 
"  in  his  Senfes,  went  into  the  Drawing-Room 
"  at  Court,  and  prefented  a  Petition  to  His 
?'  Majefty,  praying  that  a  certain  great  Mi- 

a  nifter 
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a  nifter  of  State  might  be  removed  from  all 
"  his  Employments.  This  Accident  afforded 
a  fbme  Amufement  to  the  illuftrious  Circle, 
"  and  the  poor  Gentleman  was  fafely  con- 
u  du&ed  Home  to  his  Family. 

I  BELIEVE  I  may  very  fafely  venture  to 
aflert,  That  there  never  was  before  in  any 
ten  Lines  fo  much  mean  Art^fitiful  Malice^ 
and  down-right  Fal(bood,  as  in  the  ten  Lines 
now  before  us. 

IN  order  to  prove  what  I  fay,  I  fiiall  take 
the  Liberty  to  dilfed  them. 

On  Tuefday  loft.,  one  Mr.  Budgell.]  It 
is  very  poflible  that  my  Name  ma<y  not  be 
fo  well  known  to  my  Fellow-Subje&s,  as  the 
Gentleman's  who  was  the  Author  of  this 
Paragraph ;  and  yet,  perhaps,  I  have  not  lived 
fb  very  obfcurely^  as  to  deferve  being  defcri- 
bed  by  the  polite  Phrafe  of  One  .Mr.Budgell. 

A  Gentleman  that  has  been  greatly  dif- 
order'd  in  his  Senfe$*~\  Such  a  Report  has 
been  fpread  with  the  utmoft  Cunning  and 
Induftry,  both  within  and  without  the  Walls 

of 
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of  his  Majefty's  Palace;  and  I  intend,  God 
willing,  to  make  it  very  plainly  appear  by 
whom,  and  with  what  ^ejign^  the  faid  Re- 
port was  fpread. 

\  Cto^fifcft  ^mSvoi 

Went  into  the  'Drawing-Room  at  Court.'] 
This  is  a  Faljhood  ;  but  fuch  a  Falftiood  as 
is  not  without  a  mean  Tlejign.  The  TDefign 
is  to  make  an  A&ion  appear  ridiculous^  which 
I  humbly  conceive  was  not  fb  :  The  'Draw- 
ing-Room, is  a  large  Room,  very  diftant  from 
that  in  which  his  Majefty  fees  Company  in 
a  Morning  ;  and  every  Body  knows,  that  in 
the  ^Drawing-Room  His  Majefty  receives, 
and  ufually  converfes  with  the  Ladies.  To 
have  troubled  him  with  a  Petition  in  this 
Place,  would  have  been  highly  mfrofer-^ 
whereas  there  is  fcarcea  *Day  paffes  in  which 
his  Majefty  does  not  receive  one  or  more 
Petitions  at  his  Lev  fa 


And  frefented  a  ^Petition  to  his  Majejly,, 
praying^  that  a  certain  great  Minifler  of 
State  might  be  removed  from  all  his  Employ- 
ments.] I  ftiould  indeed  have  had  a  large 
Share  of  Impudence  and  Folly  to  have  pre* 
fented  a  Petition  to  his  Majefty  containing 

fuch 
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fuch  a  Trayer.    A  private  Man,  and  a  good 
Subjeffij  may  certainly  preiume,   and  even 
think  it  his  *Duty,  to  lay  before  his  Sove- 
reign Matters  of  Fa  fit  $  but  then  he  muft 
leave  his  Sovereign  to  judge  of  thofe  Fa£?sy 
and  to  ad  upon  them  as  he  fees  fit.     The 
moft  humble  Advice,   unasked,  might  look 
too  much   like  Infolence.    If  it  be  for  his 
Majefty's  Service,  I  do  moft   fincerely  wifti, 
that  the  Power  of  that  Minifter  here  meant, 
inftead   of  being   leffened,   fnay  every  Day 
grow  greater  than  it  is.     No  Man  knew 
from  me,  nor  does  yet  know,  the   Contents 
of  that  Paper  I  delivered  to  hi*  Majefty ; 
and  it  is  pretty  plain  that  the  Author  of  this 
Paragraph  was  not  acquainted  with  them  at 
thzTime  he  wrote  it;  though  he  had  the 
confummate  Ajjurance  to  tell  all  the  World 
what  they  were. 

This  Accident  afforded  feme  Amufement 
to  the  illuflrious  Circled]  It  might,  indeed, 
very  well  do  fo,  if  it  had  been  fuch  an  Ac- 
cident as  this  Gentleman  has  defcribed ;  yet 
how  the  illuftrious  Circle  came  to  guefs  at 
the  Contents  of  my  Petition,  when  this  Gen-* 
tleman,  for  Reafons  beft  known  to  himfelfc 

does 
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does  not  take  Notice  that  I  once  opened  my 
Lips,  is,  what  I  confefs,  my  difordered 
Senfes  cannot  fo  eafily  comprehend. 

>  '*$'L       d|3Q{'  «"L 

And  the  foor  Gentleman.}  This  kind 
Epithet  of  foor ,  puts  me  in  mind  of  the  Cro- 
codile, who  firft  dejlroys  a  Man,  and  then 
weeps  over  him. 

Was  fafely  conducted  home  to  his  Family '.] 
Who  would  not  think,   by  this  Conclufion, 
that  I  had  been  fent  home  with  a  File  of 
Musketeers,  or,  at  leaft,  in  Cuftody  of  the 
Teomcn  of  the  Guard  I    Whereas,  in  Truth, 
there  was  not  even  the  leaft  Foundation  for 
this  ihameful  Story.     I  confefs  I  was  a  little 
moved  to  fee  fuch  a  Falfhood  alTerted  fb 
roundly  in  a  Paper,  which,  by  the  Title,  we 
are  to  fuppofe  comes  from  St.  James's ;  be- 
caufe  I  humbly  conceive  it  to  contain  an  high 
Refle&ion  upon  his  Majefty  himfelf.     All 
good  Princes  have  ever  lent  a  gracious  Ear  to 
the  Complaints  of  their  Subje&s^  and  more 
efpecially  againft  their  own  Miniftersy  who 
are,  generally  fpeaking,  too  powerful  to  be 
checked  by  any  but  their  Majter ;  I  could 
give  innumerable  Inftances  of  what  I  am  fay- 
J  ing 
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iiig  out  of  ancient  and  modern  Hiftory ;  nor 
do  I  remember  to  have  heard  of  any  'Prince 
fo  cruel,  as  to  fee  his  Guards  upon  one  of 
his  poor  Subjeds3  who  came  ( perhaps, 
at  the  Peril  of  his  own  Life)  to  acquaint 
him  with  what  he  humbly  conceived  it  was 
neceflfaay  he  fhould  know.  If  the  Con- 
tents of  my  Petition  are  falfe,  I  expect, 
and  am  content  to  be  feverely  puniihed: 
If  they  are  true,  I  am  very  fure  I  have 
committed  no  Fault.  His  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  hear  what  I  faid  to  him  with  that 
Goodnefs  and  Condefcention,  which  are  never 
wanting  in  a  generous  Breaft;  and  I  cannot 
poffibly  think,  that  he  who  penned  the  above- 
mentioned  Account,  had  a  due  Regard  to  the 
Character  of  his  'Prince,  when  he  endeavoured 
to  inflnuate  the  contrary. 

HAVING  taken  this  Paragraph  to  Tieces, 
I  mall  once  more  put  it  together,  becaufe  I 
muft  own,  that  the  oftener  I  look  upon  it,  the 
more  I  admire  it. 

"  ON  Tueffiay  laft,  one  Mr.  Budgell,  a 
"  Gentleman  that  has  been  greatly  difbrdered 
"  in  his  Senfes,  went  into  the  Drawing-Room 

e  "  at 
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*$;at  Court,  and  prefented  a  Petition  to  his 
^  Majefty,  praying,  that  a  certain  great  Mi- 
'*  nifter  of  State  might  be  removed  from  all 
"  his  Employments.  Thfe  Accident  afford- 

u  ed  fome  Amufement  to  the  illuftrious  Cir- 

/ 

u  cle,  and  the  poor  Gentleman  was  fafely 
<c  conduced  home  to  his  Family/' 

THE  Author  of  this  Paragraph  being,  pro- 
bably, under  fomc  Apprehenfion,  that  he  had 
not  yet  fufficicntly  difgraced  me,  was  pleafed 
to  take  notice  of  me  again  in  his  next  Paper, 
with  his  ufual  Candor  and  Veracity  ',  and  in 
the  following  Words, 


"  Mr.BuDGELL,  mentioned  in  our  former, 
"  hath  attempted  to  print  his  Speech  to  his 
u  Majefty  in  the  ^Drawing-Room^  and  like-* 
cc  wife  the  Memorial  he  delivered  at  the 
"  fame  Time  ;  but,  we  hear,  that  no  Body 
"  would  meddle  with  it." 


i1*---  'jj    ~*>  '$*  J 

IT  would  be  tooill-natur'd,  to  keep  thisWri- 

ter  out  of  the  *Dr  aw  ing-  Room,  fince  he  feems 
to  be  fo  vtiyfond  of  it  ;  but  as  to  what  he  is  plea- 
fed  to  aflert  with  fo  happy  vxiAffiirance^  If  he 
makes  it  neceflary,  I  will  convince  the  Pub- 

licb 
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lick,  that  I  was  fb  far  from  attempting  to  print 
any  Thing  at  a.-!,  that  I  made  it  my  moftrar- 
neft  Requeft  to  my  few  Friends,  that  they 
would  take  no  publick  Notice  of  this  Affair » 
and  I  believe  I  may  affure  this  Writer,  that 
nothing  at  all  would  have  been  printed  about 
it,  if  he  had  not  thought  it  neceffary  to  fall 
upon  me  in  a  Manner  not  entirely  confident, 
either  with  Truth  or  common  Humanity.  His 
laft  Paragraph  was  fo  very  far  from  frighten- 
ing the  Bookfellers  and  Trinters^  which  I 
take  to  be  the  mean  'Defign  of  it,  that  it 
brought  feveral  of  them  to  me,  to  affure  me, 
That  if  I  intended  to  print  my  Memorial, 
they  were  ready  to  meddle  with  it.  I  have 
not,  at  prefent,  the  leaft  Thoughts  of  letting 
them  meddle  with  /£,  nor  have  communica- 
ted the  Contents  of  it  to  any  one  of  my 
Friends ;  And  yet  If  it  fliould  ever  fall  into 
this  Gentleman's  Hands,  and  he  fliould  think 
proper  to  oblige  the  Publick  with  a  Sight  of 
it,  I  humbly  truft  it  will  not  appear  to  be 
the  Memorial  of  a  Perfon  who  was  greatly 
difordered  in  his  Senjes. 

IT  is  no  Secret^  that  the  St.  James's  Even- 
ing-Toft is  what  the  Printers  call  ^Tenjion- 

e  *  Tafer, 
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Paper,  that  is,  It  is  obliged  for  its  Exiftence 
to  a  certain  great  Mafty  who,  I  am  credibly 
informed,  allows  200  /.  fer  Ann.  for  the  Sup* 
fort  of  it;  and  takes  care  *to  have  it  fent 
gratis  to  all  the  Cities  and  great  Towns  in 
England.  I  make  no  manner  of  Doubt,  but 
that  this  mofl  noble  *Perfon^  to  convince  the 
World  he  was  never  cohfulted  about  the  infert- 
ing  thefe  Paragraphs,  and  that  he  has  the  ut- 
moft  Averfion  to  all  Untruths  and  little 
Arts^  will  immediately  withdraw  his  Bounty 
from  this  extraordinary  Paper.  I  am  the  ra- 
ther of  this  Opinion,  becaufe  thefe  Tara- 
grafbsy  added  to.fome  Affidavits  lately  made 
about  the  'Dunkirk- Affair,  might  poffibly 
give  the  World  but  an  indifferent  Notion  of 
any  Caufe,  or  any  Man,  that  is  fupported 

by  fetch  Methods. 

MJ$F[  VJi©ii'#<  ;5^no:JK?rh/  -|;-'j  vii- 10,  ,  ~. :  u 

i-.ijk.  li        "  ' w'^lt  it    ~r     T 

As  to  the  Contents  of  my  Memorial,  or 
^PetitioH)  I  believe  I  have  already  faid 
enough  to  fheW  you,  Mr.  *Danvers^  that  it 
is  not  the  Defign  of  this  Letter  to  acquaint 
you  with  them.  Thus  much,  however,  I  need 
not  fcruple  to  fay;  I  have  mentioned  no 
Faffs,  but  fuch,  for  which,  I  humbly  hope, 
I  can  produce  the  cleareft  and  moft  convin- 
cing 
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cing  Evidence;  and  that  I  am  ready  to  feal 
(even  with  my  Blood^  if  it  be  necefTary)  the 
Truth  of  every  Thing  afferted  in  that  Paper 
I  delivered  tohisMajefty,  and  of  SOMETHING 
MORE.  It  has  been  ever  my  Opinion,  (in  which 
I  hope  Sir  R.  IF.  will  not  difagrce  with 
me,)  That  Any  Man  who  knowingly  and  de- 
Jignedly  Ihail  tell  his  Prince  a  Falflwod,  de- 
ferves  the  moft  rigorous  Tuniftjment.  As  to 
the  Trayer  of  my  Petition,  with  humble 
Submiffion  to  the  worthy  Writer  I  have  quo- 
ted above,  it  was  not  that  A  certain  great 
Minijter  of  State  might  be  removed  from 
all  his  Employments  >  neither  was  it  for 
Money y  a  Tlace,  or  a  Tenfan ;  \  humbly 
truft  it  was  fitch,  and  fo  reajonable,  that  it 
can  hardly  be  denied  by  a  wife  and  a  juft 
"Prince ';  for  the  Signification  of  whofePlea^ 
fure  I  fliall  wait  with  the  Duty  that  becomes 
a  Loyal  Subjeff. 

I  fhall  here,  without  the  leaft  Pain  to  my 
felf,  do  Sir^./F.  one  Piece  of  Juftice.  This 
great  Man  has  often  complained  that  the 
Charges  brought  againft  him  were  in  tpp  ge- 
neral Terms ;  and  I  muft  ingenuoufly  own, 
that  I  do  think  he  \\x$>  fonietimes  made  this 

eg  »    Com- 
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Complaint  with  a  great  deal  of  Reafon.  It 
cannot,  indeed,  be  expeded  that  any  Mmifter 
fiiould  be  a&ually  impeached  in  the  Zenith 
of  his  Power ;  and,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
this  moft  noble  Terfon  himfelf  did  not  im- 
peach the  late  Lord  B ke  till  he  was 

removed  from  his  Poft  ;  yet  notwithftanding 
this,  I  do  think  that  no  Man  ought  to  be 
accufed^  and  much  lefs  reputed  guilty y  who 
cannot  be  charged  with  particular  Faffs. 

•ion-  n£rfi  j  ?\*f\  r.y\,j 

I  was  once  Sir  R.Ws  Friend:  It  was  in 
thofe  Days  when  he  was  ftruggling  with,  and 
was  kept  down,  by  a  powerful  and  a  very 
able  Man, 

Sir  R.W.  may  poffibly  at  prefentthink 
me  his  Enemy.  I  fhall  not  difpute  about 
Words  >  yet  thus  much  I  will  venture  to 
fay.  That  If  I  am  his  Enemy ',  I  ^am  at  leaft 
one  of  the  moft  of  en  and  generous  Enemies 
that  ever  any  great  Man  had  ;  of  which,  if  it 
becomes  neceffary^  I  think  I  can  lay  before 
the  Publick  the  moft  evident  and  undeniable 
Proofs. 

]  ;.%,y 

HAVING 
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HAVING  taken  notice  that  I  was  once  'well 
acquainted  with  this  great  Man,  I  muft  en- 
deavour to  take  from  myfelf  the  leaft  Impu- 
tation of  the  two  moft  odious  Crimes  upon 
Earth,  I  mean,  Ingratitude  and  Treachery  : 
Whoever  can  be  guilty  of  thefe,  may  very 
poffibly  have  a  Soul  black  enough  to   be 
guilty  of  any  Thing ;  and  I  ftiould  a  little 
doubt?  whether  a  Man  who  had  once  been 
falfe  to  his  Friend^  could  ever  be  true  to  his 
King,  or  his  Country.     I  hope  I  fhall  not 
be  thought   guilty  of  Ingratitude,   fince  I 
can  very  truly  affirm,   that  Sir  R.  W.  has 
had  fome  fmall  Obligations  to  me  ;  but  if  I 
ever  yet  received  the^  leaft  Favour, 
tance,  or  Kindnefs,  of  any  fort  from  Sir  R. 
it  is  certain  that  I  have  never  acknowledged 
it  as  I  ought  to  have  done  j  and  I  muft  con- 
fefs  that  my  Memory  is  extreamly  unfaith- 
ful.    Treachery  is  the  next  Vice  to  Ingra- 
titude ;  and  I  am  therefore  fully  determined, 
whatever  I  fuffer,  to  do  nothing  contrary  to 
the  Rules  of  Honour.     Sir  R.  JV.  is  not  ia 
the  leaft  obliged  to  me  for  this  Refolution  : 
I  have  taken  it,  not  for  his  Sake,  but   my 
own. 

e  4  SINCE 
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?o 

SINCE  I  have  entered  the  Lifts,  though 
with  great  Reluctance,  I  have  no  Notion  of 
turning  back  ;  yet  if  I  fhould  liappen  to  /»- 
jure  this  woft  noble  Perfon  in  any  one  Par- 
ticular, I  fhall  be  as  ready,  to  make  him  all 
poffible  Reparation,  as  he  himfelf  can  be  to 
require  it. 

/.Ti^C  W^tV^t  %»&  ,-qj:  Aiidif}  o?.  & 
IF  in  the  preceding  Paragraphs  I  have  let 
drop  any  fingle  Word,  or  Expreffion,  which 
may  pdffibly  fhew  too  warm  a  Refentment, 
I  hope,  Mr.  'Danveri,  you  will  have  the 
Goodnefs  to  excufe  it,  when  you  remember 
it  fell  from  an  unhappy  Perfbn  under  Con- 
finement. 

AivA'lV  i.fcn^i^'Sfia  Y^>il  4ch  ,.t'Ov 
WHILE  you  arepleafing  yourfelf  in  Grays- 
Inn  Walks,  to  fee  the  Spring  opening  in  all 
its  Beauties,  you  can  hardly  have  any  No- 
tion of  what  a  Wretch  fuffers  who  is  Jlut  ufi 
and  fees  a  lingering  *Death  daily  making  its 
Approaches.  You  may  poffibly  pity  me  a 
little  the  more,  when  I  fliall  tell  you  what  is 
very  true,  namely,  that  I  do  not  owe  one 
jingle  Farthing  to  that  Perfon,  for  whofe 
preteeded  Debt  I  was  firft  confined  j  th$t  pn. 

the 
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the  contrary,  that  very  Perfon  owes  me  above 
three  hurdred  Tonnds.  You  will  have  fome 
Notion  of  this  feeming  Paradox,  when  I  ac- 
quaint you,  that  I  firft  loft  my  Liberty  up- 
on one  Article  of  an  open-unballanc'd  Ac- 
count of  about  twelve  Tears  ;  which  Account 
I  have  often  in  Court,  and  oftener  out  of  it 
earnettly  defired  might  be  fairly  ballanc'd 
and  offer'd  to  fubrfiit  to  any  impartial  Ter. 
Jon.  If  you  wonder  at  this,  Mr.  'Danvers, 
I  fhall  ftrongly  fufpeft,  that,  though  you 
live  at  Grays-Inn,  you  are  better  vers'd  in 
the  Rules  of  Re  a f on  ^  than  the  Forms  of  Law 
I  know  that  you,  who  are  a  Philofopher 
will  advife  me  to  divert  myfelf,  either  with 
Reading  or  Compofing.  But,  alas  !  I  muft 
inform  you,  that  under  the  fpecious  Mask 
of  an  Execution^  I  had  my  very  private 
Letters  and  Writings  taken  from  me ;  and 
loft  fuch  ^Papers  as,  however  trifling  they 
may  feem  to  thofe  who  are  poiTefs'd  of  them, 
I  would  not  have  parted  with  for  1000  /.  I 
am  very  far  from  complaining  of  any  Court 
of  Judicature ;  I  know  'tis  my  Duty  to  fub- 
mit to  their  Decifions,  and  Always  to  believe 
t\\zmftri£tlyjuft\  yet  I  hope  I  may,  at  leaft, 
be  allowed  to  deplore  my  own  unhappy 
W  Fate, 
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Fate,  when  in  mere  than  one  Inftance,  I  have 
been  treated  with  greater  Severity  than  ever 
any  EngliJJiman  was  before,  in  the  like  Cir- 
cuwftances.  As  I  never  loved  general  Affer- 
tioHs,  I  am  here  ftrongly  tempted  to  defcend 
to  'Particulars;  but  when  I  confider  my  pre- 
fent  Situation^,  I  am  in  great  Doubt,  whether, 
with  any  tolerable  Affurance  of  Impunity,  I 
might  venture  to  mention  even  the  moft //£/'#, 
the  moft  notorious,  and  undeniable  Faffs. 

I  furrender'd  myfelf  to  the  Fleet  to  fave 
my  Bail;  which  I  would  have  done,  though 
I  had  known  I  had  gone  to  certain  *Deatk. 
To  ufe  the  Querift's  own  Expreffion,  I  had 
very  good  Reafons  to  believe,  that  more  than 
common  Favours  were  prepared  for  me.  In 
a  Word,  I  think  that  I  owe  my  Life  to  the 
Honourable  the  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  who,  juft  as  I  was  confined, thought 
proper  to  look  into  Mr.  Bambridges  Admi- 
niftration :  I  can  only  return  my  moft  humble 
Thanks  in  this  publick  Manner  to  that  Ho- 
nourable Committee,  and  heartily  wilh  them 
Succefs  in  all  their  future  Undertakings.  If 
any  great  Offenders  began  to  fear  where  their 
Inquiries  would  end  ;  if  they  were  deceived 

;    T.  7  j 
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by  fuch  Tricks  as  generous  Minds  can  hardly 
fuffeEt^  becaufe  they  fcorn  to  fraffife  ;  if 
the  noble  Warmth  and  Zeal  of  fome  of  them 
was  cunningly  imployed  to  render  the  'Pru- 
dence of  others  ufelefs;  I  hope  that  all  thefe 
little  Arts  will  not  entirely  difcourage  them ; 
that  it  will  only  teach  them  for  the  future 
to  aft  with  more  Unanimity  and  Caution  ; 
and  that  they  will  ftill  profecute  thofe  De~ 
figns,  which  have  already  rendered  them  fo 
juftly  dear  to  the  honeft  Part  of  their  Fellow- 
Subjefts. 

WHEN  my  Fortune  and  Liberty  were  ta- 
ken from  me,  you  will,  I  believe,  allow,  that 
it  was  pretty  fevere  to  attack  that  onlyThing 
I  had  left,  viz.  A  little  Refutation  ;  To  re- 
prefent  me  every  where  as  a  Terfon  diftraff- 
ed,  that  my  Complaints  might  either  be  not 
heard,  or  not  regarded. 

THE  Favours  of  the  Crown  will,  I  hope, 
be  always  beftow'd  upon  Men  who  de- 
ferve  them  much  better  than  myfelf.  If  I 
can  obtain  but  ftritt  Juftice,  I  need  not  lie 
in  the  Place  I  am.  I  have,  for  particular 
Reafons,  apply'd  for  Juftice  to  the  Foun- 
tain 


"if       ••  •  T"<1  -  Jt  1* 

ixxvi      The  Appendix. 

tain  of  Juftice,  his  moft  Sacred  Majefty* 
nor  will  I,  while  I  have  Life  left,  entirely 
defpairof  obtaining  it.  My  Principles,  and 
Part  of  my  Education,  are  very  well  known 
to  be  derived  from  a  Man  who  was  not  a 
Scandal  to  his  Country,  I  mean  the  late 
Mr.ADDisoN.  As  to  my  Loyalty,  Sir  R.  IP. 
muft  excufe  me,  when  I  tell  him,  that  if  I 
cannot  produce  as  great,  and  as  undeni- 
able an  Inftance  of  a  dijlnterefled  Loyalty^ 
as  either  he  himfelf,  or  any  one  Perfon  of 
all  his  Family ',  I  am  content  to  be  thought 
whatever  he  fhail  pleaie  to  reprefent  me: 
On  that  Point  I  can  never  yield  to-him.  He 
may  poffibly  think  this  an  unpardonable  Way 
of  Talking,  from  a  Man  in  a  Jail  to  a  Firft 
Minifter,  who  fpends  more  Money  in  one 
2)rf%  than  the  Wretch  that  fpeaks  to  him  fees 
in  a  Twelvemonth :  But  as  fome  Mitigation 
of  my  Crime,  he  will,  1  hope,  have  the 
Goodneis  to  remember,  that  there  was  not 
always  this  immenfe  ^Dijtance  between  us. 
Ip  is,  indeed,  at  prefcnt  immenfe  ;  and  I  am 
as  truly  fenfible  as  you,  or  any  Body  can 
make  me,  how  unequal  a  Match  I  am  to  a 
Man  fuppprted  with  Ib  much  Tower  and 
Wealth.  I  know  it  is  an  Hundred  to  One, 

but 
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but  what  I  have  already  done  will  prove  my 
Deftrudion  ;  I  am  even  prepared  to  meet  it  : 
I  know  I  can  hope  for  nothing  but  faint 
Friendships  ,  while  I  am  fure  to  find  the  moft 
implacable  Enemies.  I  am  fenfible,  that  if 
at  laft  I  fhould,  beyond  all  Expe&ation, 
happen  to  be  a  very  mean  Inftrument  in  the 
Hand  of  Providence  of  doing  fbme  Good,  ma- 
ny of  thofe  very  Perfons  who  would  rejoice  at 
the  Event  '_,  would  envy  my  Succefs.  I  even 
fbrefee  fome  Dangers,  which,  perhaps,  other 
People  do  not;  and  yet,  notwithftanding  all' 
this,  I  relblve,God  willing.  To  Proceed.  I  was 
never  extremely  enamoured  with  Life  :  I  am 
lefs  in  Love  with  it  than  ever,  fince  I  have 
contracted  a  Diftemper  in  my  Confinement, 
which,  I  believe,  will  hardly  leave  me;  and 
I  do  affure  you,  Mr.  cDanversy  'that  did  I 
but  know  how  to  lay  down  my  Life  for  the 
real  Service  of  my  poor  Country,  you  fhould 
foon  fee  how  litde  I  would  hefitate  to  part 
with  it. 


I  have  but  one  Favour  to  ask  of  you, 
That  if  I  ftiould  happen  by  any  Accident 
to  die  in  my  prefent  Confinement,  (you 
know  we  are  all  Subject:  to  Accidents^)  you 

will 
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will  do  me  the  Juftice  to  believe  fbme  Me- 
moirs which  I  have  left  in  the  Hands  of  a 
faithful  Friend.  I  will  not  promife  that  the 
Stile  is  corred  ;  but  I  hope  the  Matter  of 
them  is  curious  enough  to  engage  the  Atten- 
tion of  the  Publick.  I  am,  &c. 


Ludgate-Hill, 
May  10.  1750. 


^POSTSCRIPT. 

THOUGH  my  Letter  hi®  run  to  a 
Sixth  Edition  in  zfew  'Days,  I  have 
had  Time  enough  to  hear  what  is  faid,  both 
of  that,  and  of  myfelf. 

I  AM  affured  that  my  Meaning  is  often 
miftaken  in  ?age  Ixx.  where  I  fay, 

o 
I  was  once  SirH.Vf's  Friend:   It  was 

in  thofe^Days  when  he  was  flruggling  withy 
and  was  kept  down,  by  a  powerful  and  a 
very  able  Man. 


IT 
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IT  feems  many  People  have  thought,  that 
by  this  fowerful  and  able  Man,  I  mean  ei- 
ther the  late  Earl  of  Oxford,  or  the  late  Lord 
B  -  ke.  I  fcarce  knew  Sir  R.  W.  when 
thole  Gentlemen  were  in  Power  :  The  Per- 
fbn  I  mean,  was  the  late  Earl  of  Sunderland. 
During  the  whole  Miniftry  of  that  great  Man, 
I  was  a  zealous  Friend  o£  Sir  R.  Ws  ;  to  ferve 
whom,  I  not  only  difbbliged  the  noble  Lord 
laft  mentioned,  but  even  another  <Perfon,  for 
whom  I  had  the  utmoft  Efteem  ;  and  I  was 
no  finall  Sufferer  on  both  thefe  Accounts* 


As  to  what  is  faid  concerning 
am  credibly  informed,  that  it  is  now  induC- 
trioufly  given  out  by  fome  ^People,  that 
though  I  had  the  Affurance  to  tell  the  King 
I  was  an  Englijh  Gentleman,  I  am  really  an 
Irishman.  I  fhall  make  no  other  AniVer 
to  this,  but  a  flain  Relation  of  Matter  of 


I  was  born  in  'Devonshire  :  My  Father 
was  a  'DoEtor  in  'Divinity.  He  was  my 
Grandfather's  third  Son  >  but  his  two  Elder 
Brothers  dying  without  Iffue,  he  fucceeded 

tQ 
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to  the  Eflateof  the  Family  ;  which,  I  think 
I  can  prove  to  a  Demonftration,  was  known 
and  fettled  in  'Devonfhire  above  two  hundred 
Tears  fince.  My  Mother  was  the  only 
daughter  of  Bifhop  Gulflon  :  The  Bifliop 
was  born  at  IVymondham  in  Leicejierfhire^ 
where  I  have  now  a  fmall  Concern,  which 
was  Tart  of  his  Taternal  EJlate. 

UPON  his  late  Majefty's  Acceffion  to  the 
Throne,  1  was  made  Secretary  of  State  in 
Ireland,  Accomptant-General  of  all  the 
Revenue.)  and  chofen  a  Member  of  'Par- 
liament. I  was  removed  from  the  frji  of 
thefe  Pofts,  for  not  doing  what  no  Man 
of  Honour  or  Honefly  would  have  done. 
The  Story  is  very  well  known,  and  par- 
ticularly to  Sir  Robert  Walpole.  My  re- 
fiding  in  Ireland  for  about  four  Tears, 
while  I  was  in  the  Polls  above  mentioned, 
is  the  only  Pretence  any  one  can  have  for 
calling  me  an  Irishman.  I  am  very  fenfible 
what  it  is  my  good-natured  Enemies  would 
infinuate 'by  that  Appellation  :  But  I  muft 
intreat  them  to  remember,  that  Truth  and 
Innocence  (efpecially  when  opprejfed}  have 
fomething  a  little  bold  in  their  very  Nature 

SHAME 
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SHAME  ought  to  be  the  Companion  of  GUILT  : 
If  it  really  was  Ib,  I  ftiould  not  at  all  delpair 
of  making  fomeMen\Aufay  whofe  MODESTY 
was  never  yet  thought  the  moft  confficuous 
of  their  Virtue*. 

Ludgate-Hillj 
May  28.  1730. 


The 


The  Publifher's  Advertifement. 

TO  render  this  Edition  compleat,  we 
fliall  add  to  it,  the  Author's  Speech 
to  his  Majefty,  on  April  21.  which  was  ,  ne- 
ver yet  printed  but  in  one  of  the  News-cPa- 
ferS)  neither  was  that  done  from  a  true 
Copy. 


Mr.  Budgell  haying  prefented  his  Petition, 
Ipoke  as  follows  : 

Befeech  Tour  MAJESTY   to  read  that 
"Petition. 

It  contains  mi  humble  Complaint  againft 
Sir  R—  t  W  —  e. 

If  Tour  Majefty  /ball  find  that  I  have 

f  re  fumed  to    complain   againfl  fo    great  a 

Man,  without  the  ftrongeft  and  jufteft  Rea- 

fons,  I  am  content  to  fuffer  the  fever  eft  Pu- 

nifament)  even  Death  itfelf. 

I  am  at  prefent^  Sir,  an  unhappy  Prifo- 
aer'*#  the  Fleet;  but  when  Tour  Majedy 
Jtnows  fonie  Particulars,  Tour  Majefty  may 

pojjlbh 
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fojjlbly  think  j  I  defer  ve  a  milder  Fate,,  than 
either  to  rot  in  a  Goal^  or  to  be  privately  mur- 
dered there. 

Before  my  Confinement  „  I  had  follicited 
for  above  a  Twelvemonth  together,  at  a 
great  Expence,  for  oae  fingle  Audience  ei- 
ther from  Tour  Majefty,  or  the  Queen. 

It  is  highly  proper  Tour  Majefly.  fhould 
know  by  what  Mechods  I  was  hindered  from 
obtaining  this  only  Favour  I  ever  feti'tioned 
for  ;  A  Favour  feldom  refujed  to  an  Englifh 
Gentleman,  ejfecially  to  one  who  has  been 
employed  in  Publick  Affairs. 

Among  other  very  mean  Arts,  the  utmoft 
Cunning  and  Induftry  was  ufed  to  refrefent 
me  as  a  Peribn  dift  rafted.  /  truft  TourMa- 
jejly  will  not  find  me  to  be  fo  y  though  it  is 
very  certain^  that  if  Cruelty  and  Oppreffion 
could  have  difturb'd  my  Reafon,  I  fhould  not 
at  frefent  have  been  Majler  of  that  Jmall 
Share  of  'Dnderjlanding,  which  Providence 
thought  Jit  to  bejlow  ufon  me. 

I  fly  from  Tour   Mi  -  -rs  CRUELTY 


and  MERCY. 


FINIS. 


Juft  TuWJhed, 
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